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Sir, 

An 1o f^kctcli ilie lift* iind char.Ti'tor of one of the 

greatest stati'smen of inodorn times, or j)erliaps of any a^e, 
may ^vith propriety b(‘ addressed to one of his eminent 
count ry men ; who is himself connected with that ])art of 
Ireland where' Mr. Burke spent Ids earlier years and also 
with his family ; who acquired his relish tor learning in tht‘ 
same venerable academic retreat ; who possesses much of his 
taste, much of his love for the Fine Arts, much of his 
literary talent, and no ordinary share of* his laborious devol ion 
to ])ublic business. 

That it is quite worthy of a* man so distin<2:uished, 1 am 
by no means vain onouf^h to Ixdieve'. To nmder full justici' 
to his various genius and acquirements, demands some of 
his own pOAcrs. But tlu* design may indicate desii-e at l(*ast 
to appreciate trtie greatness. I am anxious therefore t<» 
render all the lionours that are his due — more espeeiallv for 
tlu' successful defence of those vciuTable institutions of our 
country which lu' so tlnwoughly understood and valued, and 
by their intlueiice over tli(‘ Eiiglisli people saved not only our 
National independeiu*e but even the semblanet* of treedom 
in Europe, in tliai long and fearful struggle now liappily 
terminat'd. 

I have the honour to bo, 

JSir, 

Vour most faithful, and obedient servant, 
JAMES PKIOR. 
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ADVEETISEMENT TO THE FIFTH EDITION. 


The favour extended to this biography for many years, as 
shewn by the sale of several large editions, has occasioned 
the demand for a new issue. In conformity with the spirit 
of the times, a more popular form is assumed, so as to bring 
the volume witliin the reach of that large and increasing 
class of readers who desire to have standard works in a port- 
able compass, and of otluTs whose thirstier information on 
topi(!s ol‘ general interest may excised their means of acquiring 
it. AVith this view, the work has undergone careful revision. 
No abbrenation has been made in the narrative, which, on 
the contnirv, is rendered more full by additions and references 
to the correspondence of its subject. Those letters only 
have been omitted tliat jiossess little immediate connexion 
with the occurrences of Burkovs life, and which will find a 
more aj)propriate place in the body of Ids works. 

It is satisfactory to state, in testimony of the care with 
which thi^ work was originally written, that in the many 
volumt's of conteinporarv men and history since published, 
or in tlu^ four volunuis of correspondence issued under the 
care of Earl Fitzwilliam and Sir liichard Bourke, no inci- 
dent that I have mentioned is contradicted, and no new one 
has be('n addt'd. " 

The sources indeed whence I drew my information, rendered 
the ondssion of any (‘veiit of moment improbable. To those 
formerly noticed, may be added the following : The recollec- 
tions of Air. Burke’s niece, Airs. Haviland, for several years 
an inmate of her uncle’s house, as communicated by her son ; 
those of Air. Shackhdon, Burke’s schoolfellow, and of his 
daughter Airs. Leadbeater, with both of whom frequent cor- 
respondence was maintained ; several others of his private 
friends and correspondents to whom occasional reference 
occurs ; while from another contemporary source, materials 
previously unknown were put into my hands illustrative of 
his studies and pursuits while in Trinity College, of which 
it will be seen occasional use is made. 
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Altogether, tlu‘se furnish evidence of early formation of 
character, and indicate how truly the predilections of the 
youth were destined to shine forth in the man. Few readers 
but will find interest in tracing out such a career. Personally 
I cannot but feel gratified at having lent my humble aid to 
the more just representation of his motives and character 
at a time when there was a disposition to throw (‘ensure upon 
both, by the surviving members of an angry, bt‘ca\isc discom- 
fited, order (d‘ politicians, who hud nevtu* f(»rgiven their 
overthrow on the (]U(‘stious connected with Revolutionary 
France. Nor ar(‘ the anticipations in th(‘ original preface to 
this publication l(*ss fully veriti(‘d, namely, that the miscon- 
structions to which h(‘ had been suhj(*cted would soon cease; 
that esteem no less than fame awaited him ; and that while 
receding from the fleeting passions and contentions of th.c 
day, he would ascend to that position among the first order of 
mankind, where according to the estimate of the distin- 
guished men of the last and of the present age, as \n ill be 
seen in the sixteenth chapter of this work, he has no superior 
and scarcely an equal. 


Norfolk Crescunt, 
September, 1854. 



ADVEETISEMENT TO THE SECOND EDITION. 


In presenting a second and much enlarged edition of this 
work to the public, the writer cannot omit to express his 
acknowledgments for the favourable reception exi)erienced 
by the first ; not only from the periodical censors of litera- 
ture who assume to guide ])ublic taste, but from private 
testimonies of approbation afforded by persons of the very 
first considtTation and talents in the country.* Opinions 
whicli would seem to lx* confirmed by the sale of a large im- 
pression of flu* work in no vt*ry consid('rable space of time. 

Tliis encouragement induccxl corresponding diligence on 
his part, to endeavour, by (‘very avaiiablt' means, to add to 
its interest and correctness; and the inquiry and research 
resorted to with this view tlumgh laborious, have not been 
in vain. The additional matter collected, almost the whole 
of which is original, adds nearly a second volume to the 
work, and has nec(‘ssarily caus(*d an(‘W arrangement in many 
parts for its introduction in the order of time, while other 
passages are wholly re-written. The work may thence be 
considered in many })arls new. This jdan he conceived to 
be more systematic and desirable than mer(‘ly to give a 
supplemental volume of disjointed letters, anecdotes, and 
fragments thrown together without such coherence as their 
nature and importance des(*rved. 

For the inforination thus received the writer is indebted 
to a variety of sources upon which he can place implicit re- 
liance. Some of these are noticed in the progress of the 
volumes. Several persons to whom he is obliged, think it 
obtrusive or uiiiicet'ssary to give their names to tlio world 
up()n circumstancc^s of lighter moment in themselves, or 
which carry with them in substance a sufficient guarantee of 
authenticity. He should be ungrateful however not to avow 

• The late Earl of Liverpool, when Prime Minister ; Mr. Canning, 
when Secretary of State ; Sir Robert Peel, Sir James Mackintoah, and 
many- others of high political position. 
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in a particular manner his acknowledgments to the Hon. 
Sir William C. Smith, Bart., F.R.S., Second Baron of tlio 
Court of Exehecjuer in Ireland, for the documents with wliich 
he has been obliging enough to favour him. He is likewise 
indebted for some contributions to the late Mr. James 
G-omme, F.S.A., who died shortly after they were communi- 
cated. But more especially his thanks are due to Thomas 
Haviland Burke, Esq. of Lincoln’s Inn, grand nephew' and 
nearest surviving relative to Mr. Burke, and no less near to 
hin\ in the virtues of the heart than in blood, and who, from 
the satisfaction which the writer has derived from his per- 
sonal acquaintance, he must consider to require only luort' 
time and opportunities to display no inconsiderable portion 
of the talents of his lamily. He has been kind enough to 
supply every document and inforniatioii in his power for 
these volumes. 

To advert to the criticisms passed upon the work w’ili not 
be thought necessary further than to a(‘knowledge the con- 
ciliatory and approving spirit in wliich they arc generally 
couched. It is satisfactory also to find that the ])laii chalkt'd 
out by the writer for himself, of touching very briefly upoii 
the parliamentary and other great public labours of Mr. 
Burke, which are already embodied in the history ot’ the 
country as well as in other works of general interest aiui i>f 
course accessible to every description of niader, has b**e]> 
approved. 

Much of the favour shewn to the author arises no 
from the great popularity of liis subject with the host 
informed and reflecting order of men. Jiut it is not to be 
denied, that there is in this country a considerable nuu-brr 
of politicians, who from strong bias in judgment, or jn-ca- 
liarity of opinion upon certain constitutional points, pt p ast 
in censuring the conduct of Mr. Burke for the part he 
on the question of the French Revolution, although it might 
be supposed that observation and the progress of events, in- 
dependent of all argument, liad confirmed the accuracy of his 
views on that matter beyond dispute. 

It was not therefore with much surprise that he lately 
(1825) saw an attempt, under cover of a criticism on his 
book, to maintain that Mr. Burke was so far mistaken in 
his assertion of there being no good likely to result froui the 
Bevolution, that France bad at length acquired by it that 
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freedom for which she had so long contended. This state- 
ment does not fairly give Ins argument. He never said, or 
l)(*lieved, that she was condemned to sucli a state of perpetual, 
irreversible slavery, that no accident in the progress of time 
could extricate her from it. What he really said and enforced 
was, that her Kevolution of which she ivas at first so proud, 
contained no one principle of which a wise and good man 
could approve ; that its acts, means, and purposes were 
indefensible ; and that in itself it was not likely to lead 
to any system of rational freedom. Experience has taught 
us that it did not voluntarily introduce or attempt to intro- 
duce, any such system. 

Another critical remark about France having contended 
for the cstablishnunit of her constitutional freedom, is so 
notoriously contrary to fact, that the woftder has been how 
perseveringly the nation struggled against it. She never, in 
fact, seriously 8('t about seeking it ; ntdther did she by the 
exertion of any wisdom, talent, or intelligence of her own, 
win it. The frtvdom, or the rudiments of freedom now 
enjoyed, were* thrust upon lu‘r. A series of fortuitous cir- 
cunistanci's which she not only did iu)t forward, but on the 
Contrary oppos(‘d by (*v('rv moans in her j)ower, h*d*to the 
production and establishment of the Charter. That important 
measure, th('rcfore, so far from bc'iiig her owni work, was the 
business of the combined armies of Euro})e. 

We may fairly <jU(*stioii whether she ev(*r possessed clear 
conceptions of the blessings of a free constitution, or under- 
stood anything of h(>\v it was to In* introduced or managed. 
Eor with the exaiiH)U‘ of England before her, which might 
be considi*red a sunicient guard against committing gross 
mistaki's, slu* ])hinged ev(*rv suceei‘ding year from her first 
efibrts dee]K*r and (l(*o])(*r into error ; lloiiiulering from simple 
financial einbarrassnn'iits into general anarchy ; from anarchy 
into a system of massacre aiul tyranny ; from this into the 
crude and imj)raeticable scheme of a directory ; from a 
directory into a poor imitation of the consular government 
of ancient liomi* ; and from this pedantic folly into the next 
and natural stage, a grinding military despotism. In all this 
series of changes there was no approach to the estahlislinient 
of consistent, steady, practical liberty. And at the beginning 
of 1814 she had neither in fact nor in appearance advanced 
one step nearer to obtaining it, than in 1714 or any other 
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period of her history ; nor was likely so to do, had not the 
wild ambition of her ruler led to his downfal and to the 
general change in her in8titutit)ns. Consequently France 
has no claim to be considered Iut own liberator. 8o far 
from it she struggled hard to continue enslaved, and was at 
length only by defeat and misfortune drubbed out of lier 
propensity for the restraints of absolutt' government. While 
a constitutional system, the most valuable present that could 
possibly be made to any nation, worth more than all the 
conquests ever effected hadsho been ])ermitted to rcdain them 
all* has been a gift from her conquerors — not her own ac- 
quisition. 

So little therefore did her revolution, with all its sj)olia- 
tions, proscriptions, terrors, massacres, and wars, for more 
than twenty-two 5’ears, effect for its nominal aim — that of 
giving freedom and security to her people. And so fully 
was the anticipation of Mr. liurki* veritied, that an event 
which inflicted and permitted so many evils, could scarcely, 
when left to itself be productive of good. 



PREFACE. 


Fjjw things interest the curiosity of mankind more, or 
prove so inslruclive in themselves, as to trace the progress 
of a powerful luiiid, l)y honourable exertion of native 
energies, rising amid serious obstructions and difficulties 
from a privatt‘ condilion to stations of public eminence « and 
trust, and in its progress acquiring the power to rule, pr to 
inlluence the (k‘stiny of nations. 

8uc]i a p(*rson, us sprung not from the privileged few, but 
from among the mass of the people, we ''feel to be one of 
ours(*lves. Our sympathies go along with him in his career. 
Tlie young imagine tliat it may possibly be their own case. 
Tlu‘ old, with a glance of retrospective regret, may fancy 
that, ^\ith a little more of the favour of fortune, it might have 
bi‘en theirs. And, at any rate, wo are anxious to ascertain 
the caust's of his sujHTit)rity, to lrt‘asure up his experienee, to 
])rofit by what lu‘ expt‘rii*m*ed to bi' useful, to avoid what he 
found to be disadNanlagt'ous. The lesson becomes doubly 
instructive to tliat large class of society who are born to bt» 
the architects of tlieir own fortune wlicn it impress(‘s the 
great; truth, that natural endowimuits lujwevcr great, rect‘i\e 
llipir liighcst polish and ])ower, their only secure reward, 
from diligent study - -from continiu‘d,unw caried ap])lication — 
a hom(‘l\ faculty within the reach (»f all men; one whose 
fruits, as they hcai’lestimony to tlu‘ industry of tlie possessor 
and intrinsic yuluc of the j)osscssiun, are above all others 
likely to wear well. Of the great n*sults of such endow- 
ments, fostered luul dirt'cted hy such cultivation, we have not 
a moiH' tlistinguished example than Edmund Burke. 

To an attentive readtT of our ])olitical and literary history 
during tlu' sixty y«'ars that are ])asl,* no name will more fre- 
quently attract attention, wludher wo consider the large 
space ht‘ occupied in the j)ul>lic eye, the original genius he 
poss(\ss(Hl, the diversified talents he displayed, the great 
events connected witli the whole of his public life, and the 
nlternafe eulogy ajid abuse by wliicb since tlie ])eriod of the 
French licvolutioii, Ins reputation has been assailed. 


* ’riji> wtt'' Avrifrii in 1804. 
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PREFACE. 


Two slight accounts of this remarkable man have been 
written. One was a volume of slander, dictated by envenomed 
part}^ spirit and probably meant at the niomeiit to answer some 
party purpose. The other was more just to his deserts ; but 
both were wholly deficient in facts, very little being 
stated or known of his family or early life until his con- 
nexion with the Marquis of Kockingham and subse- 
quent entry into Parliament. Obvious as this defieieuey 
in political biography was, accident suggested to tlu' present 
writer the attempt to supply it. Contemphiting his qualities 
natural and acquired, and his career at large as c*xtraordinary 
and successful, he drew u]> a character of him at some length 
in the autumn of 1819, which being thrown by for above 
two years without, further notice, chanced when lying on 
his desk to come under tin* notice of a friend, who recom- 
mended that it should bt‘ enlarged and altered from the form 
it then bore : for that as it stood some ))arts would lx* obscure 
to the general reader, some liable to mistake or misapplication, 
and some, perhaps unintelligible if not grounded upon a 
memoir. This additional labour was undtTtaken certainly 
without regret. Some new materials were already in the 
writer’s hands, and by application to various friends in 
England and Ireland, a variety of others, ehietly unknown to 
the world and of undoubted authenticity were procured. 
And as illustrative of hi.s opinions, criticiMiiSj and style of 
correspondence, as well of the friendly as of tlu* more formal 
description, several letters have been added, little or not at 
all familiar to the public eye. 

An extended detail of his career, embracing minute ex- 
position of labours in Parliamtmt, in Wt'stminstm* Hall on the 
pro.secutioii of Hastings, or of his published works, togtdhcr 
with lengthened notices of American, India, Fn'iich or other 
important public aflairs with which he was much comaTiied, 
was not deemed necessary. Judicious biography d(H\s not 
require this. To make such a work long, deprives it of half 
its interest. Besides, such labours make part of the history 
of the country, and would overload any j)rivat(; memoir 
beyond the time or patience of ordinary readcTs. IS or vrould 
I forget the dictum of the eminent man whose life is here 
recorded “that a great book is a great evil.” I have aimed 
therefore not to make a great book, but a compact one ; to 
condense within a moderate compass all that was necessary 
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to be known and wliicli few would seek in the ponderous form 
of two or mon* quart(»s. Tlu* partiouliirs of his exertions in 
the various seeiu's alluded to wili he found in his works, in 
four volum(‘s of spt*oehes j)riuted by an anonymous editor in 
181G, and in sp(;cilie liistories of the evtuits witlj which he 
was connected. Here it is only nee(*ssary to inentioii tlieui 
in brief. The n()tie(‘s in explanation or illustration are chiefly 
drawn from himself and in his own words. 

Great as is the rt'putation of this eminent man, it stands 
so far as ])arty leelings are C(uieerm‘d, in ratluT a singular 
])redieament. It is w(dl known that he would not go all 
lengths with any body of men, and constantly declined to 
fall ill with po])ular humours, of the tcuideucy of which }>e 
had the smallest doubt. A contrary plan Would have insured 
to him, as it did to others, a great increase of general favour ; 
but ht' was a man of no compromist's excepting under tlu‘ 
pr(‘ssun‘ of irresistible necessity, and then yi(dded only witli 
a bad gra(*(‘. l^ighi, under wdiatevi'r circumstances, appears 
to have be(‘n his j)redom inant passion. Thus he had an utter 
ibhorrenc(‘ of any thing resiuubling undue exorcise of power 
or domination no inatt<'r fnnn w hat (juarter it proceeded ; 
and by endea\onring to pres«*rvt‘ a certain balance of powers 
ill tin* state as well as in ditlercnt or<i(>i’s of the cmnmnnity 
and in the dillereiit interests, riOigious, ])olitieal, and eom- 
mereial of tlu' kingdom by stepjiing in to tlu* assi.staiice id 
the w’oak against the strong, whieh is beyond dis])ute the 
duty of hoiK'st patriotism and sound wisdom, he incurred 
censure from the more violent or domineering of every class. 
He was assailed by*1he zealots of jiowt'r for opposing the 
coercion of America, and for prosecuting Mr. Hastings ; by 
the zealots of frtaalom for opposing Freneli Ib'volutioii ; by 
zealots in religion for advocating the cause of the dissenters 
and Fomaii Cat holies ; and by zealots of various descriptions in 
aifairs of less moment . INlaiiy reasons might be adduced why 
he was not always at tlie lu'ud of the party whose cause he 
chiefly espoused ; the chief of which perhaps were, that he 
w^aiited that conseijuenee from birth, fortune, and family con- 
nexion, which with great abilities and amiable private qualities, 
centred in Mr. Fox. 

While, therefore, tlu* two great divisions in politics of 
Whig and Tory, the fornuT more ospi'eiallx, have tleemed it 
a species of aliegiauee to endeavour to depress his name for 
the purpose of exalting those of tludr ])arlieidar leaders; 

h 2 
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and a more violent though a small body, known under various 
appellations have sworn ceaseless enmity for his overthrow 
of their doctrines during the revolutionary fev(‘r in France, 
no special party remained on whom devolved the obligation 
of upholding his fame. The old Whig connexion of which 
he was so long the tongue and the soul, ought to have per- 
formed this duty, but they wanted vigour, or had become 
merged in other parties. Depreeiiitiou and abuse from 
political adversaries have in consequence been suiicred to 
rciinain uncontradicted. If he did not write and s])eak 
lumself into repute, nobody else perhaps can d(» it for him ; 
no one else certainly has hitherto attempti'd it. lie lias betm 
left to the buoyancy of his own merits; to sink or swim ii. 
public opinion bytintrinsie powers. “ For what I have been,’' 
said he, “I ])Ut myself upon my country;” and among the 
educated and dispassionate part of it he has no reason 
to eomplain of the decision. He has workt'd liis way into 
geiKM-al esteem, not by the ajqjlaiiding pens of intoxicated 
followers, but by more eloquent though less noisy advoeates — 
by the slow but steady and sure evolution of national 
sentiment, by the living and ll(»urishinLr evidence's to liis 
deserts of a t*onstitution preserved from di‘nii)lilion or inroad, 
an unshaken throne, an unjxdluted altar, an unplundered 
nobility and gentry, and the cemtinuance of those moral ties 
.and habitudes which bind together and form the safeguard t 
of file whole'. 

Misrepresentation iiidt'ed may answeT its end for a time. 

And were it not iiidie^ative of angry or inistakeni fe*e‘ling, it 
would be euriuus to obse'rve the ignejrance or ]>reju(iice re- 
spe'Cting the sentiments of Jkirke on a variety of public 
matters by persons wlio at a venture* attriliute* to him any 
tiling that hapjiens to be unpopular at the m(>im‘nt--eircum- 
stance's ill which he had nei participation or intiTost, and 
principles which he opposed and dise'laiiiu'd. In this sjiirit 
the reve'rend ])re‘siel(*nt of a political .se>c:e^ty at liivcTpool r 
not long ago stigmatised him as a deserter from the cause* o 
parliaim'iitary reform; and more* than one* ot‘ the eirateirs eii 
civic assemblie's in London, amid other Hying re*[)roache‘s • 
just as much founded in truth, rep(?ated the* accusutiem. At 
two or three ceninty meetings held some time bae^k, he was 
spoken of as a sinecure? ]>laee*maii and <*nemy to lil)(‘rty. At 
a large book establisLinent in Londe)n, on impiiring for a ,.** 
volume in which it was said there w as something cemcerning .at 
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him, a satire, sir, I suppose,” was the reply ; as if satire 
was the legitimate coin with which his public labours deserved 
to be repaid. In a private company of that consideration in 
society in which J least expected to hear observations thrown 
out of an illiberal or untrue description, his motives in the 
impeachment of JiastiiifTS W’cre sharply arraigned by some 
members of what is called the Indian interest, though on 
being puslied for facts, none of the party could assign any 
thing like an improper motive. In another company, les^j 
select but of some C(Hisideration, lie was admitted to be a 
most surprising man, but unhappily opposed to the refor- 
mation of all ahus(‘s in government. In a third he was an 
ingenious and able w'riter, but too flowery in liis style, lii 
a fourth, his political conduct was said to, be regulated by 
regard merely to his owni interests. In a fifth, probably 
from the want of some better handle for censure, it w'as 
grav(‘ly urg(*d as a drawback upon his fame, that he originally 
possessed no ])rivatt‘ property; nay that he was humble enough 
to receive tlu* profits of his literary labours, and that at 
length he aect'punl of a ]iension ; — so that, by this ingenious 
argument the original sin charged against him of want of 
fortune w’as not permitted to be remedied, i' it her by the fair 
exertion of tiiose talents with which Providence had endowed 
him or by public* gratitude. All these eircumstanees came 
lately under the eye and ear of the writer. They are samples 
of wdiat is heard evtuy day in the ill-read, or ill-considered 
remarks of such as have not taken tlu* trouble to be better 
informed; and are only wortliy of notice as coming occa- 
sionally from person^j who assume a lead in convei'sation, and 
W'ho would liave felt not a little indignant at being told, 
what was neverthei(‘ss fact, that they W'ere disseminating 
untruths or nonsense*. 

Another order of persons, of more inflmmee and infor- 
mation, chiefly of the class of public writers, who have in 
view' to exalt another great political name, that of Mr. Fox, 
think it nec(‘ssarv for this purpose to low'er, though indirect i ^ 
and circuitously, the reputation of Burke. 

From th(‘se w o hear of him frequently as a man of great- 
genius, of man y acquireiiu*nt s, of brilliant fancy, and amusing 
talents ; keeping out of view', as if unknown, those more, 
useful and profound quabties which constitute his chiefclaim.s 
to distinction. Sometimes again, he is what they arc pleased 
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to term a philosophical politician, meaning by this to imply 
something diftcrent from a practical statesman. Sometimes 
he is even admitted to be the greatest writer of tlie age, 
while little allusion is made to that parliamentary eloquence 
which made his name as an orator more celebrated on the 
continent of Europe, while still a member of the House of 
Commons, than tliose of his great rivals, and which enabled 
him to take the lead many velars in that assembly, added to 
receiHng the then (177-t) unusual honour of an invitation 
to j*epresent, free of expense, one of the chief cities of the 
kingdom. Occasionally hints are dropped of how much 
better his genius would have been exerted in many other 
ways than in politics — what a brilliant career for instance, 
he would have run as Professor in a University — or similar 
sphere of exertion. Such o]nnions are merely idle. Pitted 
no doubt to excel in anything to which a large, an acute, 
and vigorous mind was applied, we need not s])eculate on 
what he miglit have been, but render honour to the singular 
ability displayed in the station he actually tilled. For tliat 
post nature and inclination had fitted him by an early bias 
toward the consideration of public affairs, large acquisitions 
of the necessary knowledge, and striking facility in giving 
utterance to the opinions formed ; while there is little doubt 
that more of the stnmgth of liis mind was put forth by the 
contentions inseparable from polities than could have been 
effected by any otlier species of discussion. But if he has 
left behind in the track of life deliberately adopted, more 
materials for fame than either of liis contemporaries or pre- 
decessors, namely the finest orations in tlu? English language, 
the ablest political disquisitions, the introduction or support 
of a series of important constitutional imvasures for nearly 
thirty years tog(?ther, and a reputation perhajis above any 
other for ])ractical wisdom, not resting on opinion of the 
moment but on record in his speeches and writings ; — surely 
it savours of trifling to say tliat he would have succeeded 
better in any other pursuit. 

It is time that this species of warfare against liis fame 
should cease. No man indeed intimately conversant with 
public affairs has been misled by it, as the dcjbates in Parlia- 
ment almost every night of every session ti?stify ; but it has 
served its turn ])retly effectually among that multitude of 
persons w'ho are less acquainted with such matters, and whe 



PREFACE. XXiii 

suspecting no sinister views, take for granted what is said 
without undergoing the labour of inquiring for themselves. 
Should the present attempt enable any of these to appreciate 
more justly the powers or character of one to whom this 
country is under deep obligations, the writer will not deem 
his labour misapplied, llis testimony at least is impartial. 
He has no part}^ purposes to answer ; no influence to court ; 
no interest to push ; exc(*pting that common interest felt by 
every generous mind, of rendering to a distinguished and 
virtuous character those honours which are its due. 


List of the chief Writings of the Right Hon, Edmund Burke, 
arranged y as nearly as possible, i?i Chronological Order, and 
xcith Reference to the Volumes of his works (8ro. edit.) in 
which they may be found. 

It may be necessary to observe, tliat the speeches, and 
notes of sj)eeches, enumerated in the following catalogue, are 
such only as have a place in his works published by his 
executors. Four volumes of speeches, most of them not 
inserted in his AV’^orks, have been colh*cted, and given to the 
world by a different Editor ; and though necessarily im- 
perfect, as being taken from casual and unauthorized reports 
when reporting was at a low ebb, they are probably the 
best that can now be procured. 

The letters specified in this enumeration are all upon 
public affairs; some of them published soon after being 
written, some not ; and the greater number forming pamphlets 
of considerable size. 

The pieces marked thus (**) are likewise not included in his 
Works, though no doubt is entertained of their authenticity. 

POETRY. 

^♦Translation of an Idyllium of Theocritus about 1744!. 
^♦fSeveral ISceruis of a Play, on the Subject of 

Alfred the Great ..... ibid. 
♦♦Ballitore, a short Poem ..... 1754. 



XXIV 
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Ill what Vol. 
coiitumcd. 

’*^*Liues on the River Blackwator . . .1745. 

^♦Translation of the concluding Portion of the 2nd 

Q-eorgic of Virgil ..... I74fi. 
♦♦Lines to John Darner, Esq. .... 1747. 
♦*The Reformer — Periodical Paper publislied in 

Dublin 1748. 

♦♦Lines to Mr. Richard Shackleton, on his 

JMarriage 1748. 

♦♦And several shorter Pieces, still thought to be 
' in existence. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Hints for an Essay on the Drama . . about 1754. x 

Vindication of Natural Society . . . . 1750. i 

Philosophical Inquiry into tlu‘ Origin of our Ideas 

of the Sublime and Ik^autiful . . . 1756. i 

♦♦An Account of the European Settlements in 

America, 2 vols. 8vo. .... 1757. 
Essay towards an Abridgment of English History, 
from the Invasion of Julius Oiesar to the 
End of the Reign of King John . 1757 x 

♦♦Annual Register — at first the whole Work, 

afterwards only the Historical Article . 1758, &c. 
Fragments of a Tract (7.'i octavo pages) on the 

Popery Laws in Ireland .... 1701. iK 
Short Account of a late Short Administration . 1700. ii 
♦♦Humorous Reply to the preceding, signed 
Whittington, a Tallow Chandler,of Cateaton- 
street ; and Ship News for 1705 — both be- 
lieved to be Mr. Burke’s .... 1700. 
Obsen^atioiis on a late Publication, intituled the 

Present State of the Nation . . . 1709. ii 

Thoughts on the Cause of the present Discontents 1 77li. 1 1 

♦♦Idea of a Perfect Wife 1770. 

Notes of a Speech on the Middlesex Election, 

Feb. 1771. X 

a for explaining the 

Powders of Juries in Prosecutions for Libel 

March 1771. x 

Letters on the same Subject for the NewspapoKs 1770. x 
Notes of a Speech on the Acts of Uniformity 

Feb. 1772. x 
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III WiMt Vol. 

contHiiied. 

Notes of a Speech on a Bill to quiet the Posses- 
sions of the Subject against Dormant Claims 

of tlie Church Feb. 1772. x 

for the Relief of certain Pro- 
testant Dissenters ..... 1773. j. 

— on a Bill for shortening the 

Duration of Parliament . . . .1773. x 

Letter on the Irish Absentee Tax, to Sir Charles 

Bingham ...... Oct. 1773. ix 

Speech on American Taxation . , .April 1774. ii 

Speeclies at Bristol .... .Nov. 1774. in 

Speecli on American Conciliation . March 1775. in 

Letter to the Marquis of Rockingham, pn the 
pro])ose(i S(‘cession from Parliament of 
Members wlio op[)oscd the American War 

Jan. 1777. ix 

Address to the King — Address to the British 
Colonists in North America; both on the 
same Subject ...... 1777. jx 

Letter to tlie SluTifls of Bristol . April 1777. in 

Letter to the lion. C. J. Fox, on Political affairs 

Oct. 1777. IX 

**Epitapli on Mr. Dowdt‘s\vcll .... 177S. 

Two letters to Oentlemen at Bristol, on Ihlls 

relative to the Trade of Ireland Aj)rilAMay 177S. in 
Letter to the Right Hon. Eilmund IVry, Spcakt*r 
to the Irish House of Commons, on a Bill 
lor tlie Relief of the Roman Catholics of 
Ireland ...... July 1778. ix 

Letter to Thomas Burgli, Esq., in vindication of 
the Author’s Pari i aim ‘lit ary Conduct relative 
to the Aflairs of Ireland . . Jan. 1780. ix 

Speech on Economical Reform . . . Feb. 1780. in 

Letter to John iMerlott, Esq., on the Affairs of 

Ireland April 1780. ix 

Letter to the Chairman of the Buckinghamsliire 
Meeting for procuring Parliamentary Re- 
form . . . , . . April 1780. TX 

Sketch of a Code of Laws for the Regulation of 
the Slave Trade, and the Government of 
the Negroes in the AVest India Islands . 1780. ix 
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In wluit V«)\. 
cuntuined. 

Letters and Reflections on the Execution of the 

Rioters July 1780. ix 

Speeches at Bristol Sept. 1780. iii 

Notes of a Speech on the Marriapje Act . June 1781. x 
Letter to Lord Kenmare on the Penal Laws 

against the Roman Catholics of Ireland Eeb. 1782. vi 
Notes of a Speech on a Motion for Reform in the 

Representation of the Commons . May 1782. x 
Ninth Report from a Committee of the House of 
Commons, on the Administration of Justice 
in the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa 

June 1783. xi 

Eleventh Report from the same ; both intendi*d 

probably to pave the way for the India Bill 1783. xi 
**Letter to James Barry, Esq., Proft'ssor of 
Painting, Royal Academy, on the Subj€‘ct of 
his Pictures, exhibiting in the Grreat Room 
of the Society of Arts . . August 1783. 

Speech on the East India Bill . . . Dec. 17S3. jv 

Representation to his IMajesty moved June 14, 1781. it 
**Epitaph on Sir George Savile, Bart. . . 1781. 

Speech on the Nabob of Arcot’s Debts . F(‘b. 1785. iv 
Articles of Charge of High Crime's and Misde- 
meanours against M’arren Hastings, Esq., 
late Governor- General of Bengal xVpril 1780. xi & xii 
**Epitaph upon, or Character of, the Marquis of 

Rockingham ...... 1787. 

Sj)eeches on the opening of the Impeaclunent of 
Mr. Hastings, February 15th, 10th, 17th, and 
19th, occupying about four hours each day 1788. xiir 
Speeches on the Sixth Article of Charge, April 

21st, 25th, May 5th, and 7th . 1789. xiii A xiv 

**A variety of Letters and Papers (public.) on 

the Regency Question . . .1781, 1789. 

**Letter to Mr. Pitt (as from His Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales), on the Subject of the 

Regency Jan. 1789. 

♦♦Letter to M r. Montague, on the Subject of the 

Impeachment of Mr. Hastings . April 1789. 

♦♦Letters to M. Menoindlle, on the French 

Revolution Oct. 1789. 
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In wViat Vol. 
contained. 

Substance of a Speech on the Army Estimates, 

Feb. 1790. v 

♦*Lctterto Thomas Mercer, Esq., on the Subject 

of the Freiicli Jtevolution . . . Feb. 1790. 

Eeflections on the lievoliition in France . Oct. 1790. v 
Character of Henry IV. of France . Jan. 1791. 
Letter to a Meinb(*r of the National Assembly 

Jan. 1791. ti 

Hints for a Memorial to M. Montinorin Feb. 1791. vii 

Appeal from the New to the Old Whigs July 1791. vi 

Letter to tlie Empress of Eussia . Nov. 1791. ix 
Thoughts on French Alhiirs . . Dec. 1791. vii 

Letter to Sir Hercules Langrishe, Bart. M.P. 
on the Subject of the Jtomaii Catholics of 

Ireland Jan. 1/92. vi 

^♦Character of Sir Joshua Eeynolds . Feb. 1792. 

Notes of a Speecli on the L^nitarian Peti- 
tion May 1792. x 

**A])peal to Public* Benevolence in Favour of 

the Destitute French Clergy . . Sept. 1792. 

Heads for (^onsidcTation (ui the Present State 

of AlYairs ..... Nov. 1792. vii 
L(‘tter to Ei(*hard Burlo*, Esq. (his son), on 

the Subject of tin* Popery Laws of Ireland 1793. ix 
Observations on tht' Character of the Minority 

in the last Session of Parliament August 1793. vii 

Eeinarks oji the Policy of the Allit*s . Oct. 1793. vii 

Preface to a Translation of the Address of M. 

Brissot to his Constituents . . . 1791. vii 

Eeport from the Committi‘(‘ appointed to in- 
spect the Lords’ Journals relative to tiieir 
Proceeding on the Trial of Warren Hast- 
ings, Esq. — Ordered on the 5th and 17th 
of March ; and this important and elabo- 
rate Paper, of nearly 200 octavo pages, 
was produced by IVlr. Burke 30th April 1791. xiv 
Continuation of Speeches on the Impt'achment 

of Mr. Hastings : — Ee])ly . . 1794. xv. A xvi 

Letters to AVilliam Smith, Esq. M.P. (now one 
of the Barons of the Court of Exchequer 
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In whai Vol 
CKiii.ufic'd 

in Ireland), on the Subject of the Popery 

Laws ..... Jan. 1793. ix 

Second Letter to Sir Hercules Langrishe. 

Bart, on the same Subject . ISlay 1795. i\ 

Letter to AVilliam Elliott, Esq. occasioned by 
a Speech in the House of Lords by the 
*** of (Duke of Norfolk) . May 1795. vii 
Letter to the Eight Hon. Lord Auckland Oct. 1795. ix 
Thoughts and Details on Scarcity . Nov. 1795. tii 

Letter to a Noble Lord (Earl Eitzwilliam), on 
the Attacks made upon him (Mr. Burkt*), 
and his Pension, in the House of Lords, 
by the Duke yf Bedford, and the Earl of 
Lauderdale ...... 179(). viii 

Three Letters on a Regicide Peace . . 179<). \ni 

Fourth Letter on the same Subject . . 1797. jx 

Letter on the Affairs of Ireland . , . 1797. ix 
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Allusion has boon niiide, (pages 345, 4C5), to portraits of 
Burke. Of these tluTo are several in existence equally 
original, and of various shades of merit and resemblance. 

Our first information on th(^ subject is from himself. 
Writing to Barry in 1774, during the temporary misunder- 
standing alluded to in page 1 tO wlien engaged on his portrait, 
he savs — “1 have been painted in my life five times; twice 
in little and thnr times in large. The late Mr. Spejicer, 
and the late Mr. Sifson* painted the miniatures. Mr. Wor- 
lidgc and Sir Joshua j)aiuted the rest. * A picture of 
me is now painting for Mr. Thrale by Sir •Joshua.” — Of the 
thro(^ in large thus mentioned, two are understood to be by Sir 
Joshua, one (‘xecuted as 1 learn through Mr. Cotton, who 
posst'sses the Piu'sidi'iit’s pa[)ers, in 17()G. That for Thrale 
was ])urchasefl by the late J\Ir. lii chard Sharpe at Madame 
Piozzi’s sale for 210 gmieas, ami is now in possession of 
Mr’S. Drummond of llyd(‘ l*ark Oardens. A fourth was 
paintc’d by Sir Joshua in 1775, a ])reseut by him, it is said, 
to Mrs. llui’ke, by wlioiu it was left to Earl Fitzwilliam, 
and now ornaments Wentworth House. A fifth from the 
pencil of the same artist, an undoubted original, is now at 
Drayton, as Sir Robert Peel informs me. Others, ])robably 
copies of more or less merit among which ^Ir. Haviland 
Burkt' has a good one, an? said to exist in several quarters, 
upon which such as arc like myself, not conversant with Art 
and the distinguishing touch of artists, hesitate to offer 
decided opinions. An int (Testing three-quarter length is at 
Lady Kerrison’s, The Wick, Kichiuoud Hill, bearing in the 
corner the words — “Edm. Burke, Esq. ^Et. 43. JE. 
Feet.” The history of the picture is unknown, hut Lord 
JMahon, to whom 1 have to expr(‘ss my thanks for the trouble 
taken in several inqinries connect t‘d with this portion of 
my subject, says it was j)urcbased with the bouse. Another 
1 am informed is in possession of Anduleacon Burney, at 
Wickham Bishop. 

The portrait finished by Barry, in 1774 for Dr. Brocklesby 
is now, or was recently, the property of Dr. Young, his 

* For this 'frcntlnn.in ]if » ntrvtaiiuMl mort* ihnii ooinnion regtird, arul 
lived with liiiu duriii|^ cuiOn nvsuh'iici’ in l.oiidon on \ery iiiiinmtu terms*. 
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nephew, formerly well known in the scientific world. He 
is likewise introduced by the siiine master in the fifth picture, 
‘^The Society,” in the great room of the Society of Arts. 

In 1775 the then Duke of Kichinond requested him to sit 
to Romney “ for a head.” I am informed by the present Duke 
through the medium of a friend, that there is no such por- 
trait at Goodwood, and therefore some accidental cause may 
have prevented its execution. A portrait, however, was 
painted by Romney, when or for whom is uncertain, of which 
I possess a good engraving. It is unlike those of Sir Joshua, 
the countenance of marked character, and conveys the im- 
pression of an older man than he was in 1775, if the Duke’s 
order had been then really executed. 

A portrait of him likewise exists at Kiiole, believed by 
Lord Amherst in a communication with which I liave been 
favoured, to be the work of Opie. Bi‘aring general resem- 
blance to the others, the countenance is ])erhaps more s(‘vere, 
and it is obviously on personal examination by a difierent 
hand from any of the preceding. 

The best engravings are by Watson, first published in 
1770, and again in 1771, from the portrait by 8ir Joshua in 
1766,— by Hardy in 1780 from Thrale’s picture, — by J. Jones 
in 1790 from Romney’s picture ; — and by Bemalidti in 1791 
as previously mentioned, from the ])ortrait by Sir Joshua 
painted in 1775. In addition to these 1 jiossess fourteen 
others in small ; some are alleged to be “taken from life,” 
when he was advanced in years ; some hear so little resem- 
blance as to give the idea of being merely fanciful ; and 
several of the number were executed for periodical works. 
The bust by Hickey, and a group by Sir R. K. Dorter, have 
b%n likewise engraved. 



CHAPTEE I. 

Family and Birth of Mr, Burke — Tlie Nag-les— Castletown Roche School- 
master — Ballitore — Anecdotes — Studies, and Political Exercises at 
Collef^e — l^oetry — Literary Society in Dublin — First Political Writing's 
—-Entry at the Middle Temple. 

Edmfnd Buiike, the most distinguished statesman perhaps 
of ail ag(3 fertile in extraordinary men, t&id in genius and 
acquirements the greatest whom Ireland has })roduced, was 
des' ‘ended from a respectable family long settled in the 
county of Galway.* Thtuu'e it removed to the county of 
Limerick, and once, according to some accounts, liad posses- 
sion of a small estate there, which beeanu' forfeited during 
one of those civil convulsions that have so often caused pro- 
perty to exchange p()ss<‘ss(»rs in that eountry. This took 
])lace some time in the troubled period between 1641 and 
1653. 

The Burkes, or Bourkes, now thickly strcwai over tlu* 
whole of Ireland iiarticularly the southern part of it, were 
not an aboriginal, or, as then termed, a mere Irish tamily ; 
but descended from the Xorinaii Biirglis, or De Burghs, (of 
which Burke is a eorrujdion,) mIio went tijithcr as adven- 
turers under Stroiigbow, in the reign of Henry II. and took 
root in tfiis pnmiising soil. 

An ancestor of Mr. Burke is said to have been Mayor 
of Limerick iu 1646, wlum occupied by a native military 
force, which seeming disineliiu'd to receive (dther the par- 
liamentary army, or that nndt'r the Marquis of Ormond who 
aimed at si‘curing it for Cliarles I. in whose interest the 
Irish army professed to be, tli(‘ IMjiyor exerted himself 
vigorously in favour of the royal cause. A popular riot 
ensued, instigated by tlie intrigues of the Papal Nuncio, 
who, though professing dtwotioii to the same cause, had 

• TLe late Earl of Glanricurde, John Smyth de Burgh, (a Galway 
fjimily) frequently addressed Mr. Burke as “ Cousin.” 

B 
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some otlier ambitious purposes to answer ; and Burke was 
not only roughly handled, but lost much of his property, was 
deposed from his office and imprisoned, his place being tilled 
by a monk, who led on the rioters. 

The great-grandfather of Edmund, possessing some pro- 
perty in the county of Cork, retired thither, and subsequently 
settled near the village of Castletown lioche. This spot 
stands about four or live miles from Donneraile, five or six 
from Mallow, and nearly about the same distance from the 
ruined old castle of Kilcolman, the residence, for a consider- 
-"able time, of the jioet Spenser, when' he wrote the whole or 
the greater part of the “ Pairy Queen.” This property con- 
tinuing in or being repurchased by the Burke family, came 
into the possessicn of Edmund in 1765 on the death of his 
elder brother Garret, who died on the 27th April in that 
year, and lies buried on the spot. It was sold by him in 
1762 or 1793 for somethiinr less than .£4000. The annual 
value at that jieriod was under £300, but of late it has |>ro- 
duced above £700 per annum. 

His father Richard Burke, or Bourke,* as it was often 
indiscriminately spelt, was a Protestant, and educated for 
an attorney. Removing from Limerick to Dublin he took 
a house in Bachelor’s Walk, then on Arran Quay, al’ter- 
wards on Ormond Quay, and soon obtaining extensive 
practice, continued for several years in the first rank of his 
profession in that city. At an early period, he had become 
attached to a juvenile acquaintance, a Miss Hagle, of the 
respectable family of that name still existing near Castle- 
tora Roche, and descended from the Attorney G(*neral to 
James II. To this lady he was married, at allow, about 
the year 1725 or''J726, and by her bt'came the father of 
fourteen or fifteefl cUildren, all of whom died young, except- 
ing Garret, Edmund, Richard, and a daughter named Juliana, 
baptized in 1728.t She married Mr. Erench, a gentleman 

* Miiny families still use the latter orthojrraphy, particularly that of the 
Earls of Mayo, the founder of which, also a Richard Bourke and LL.B. 
died in 1727. 

t The followin'^ is a copy of the Church Ri-f^ister, Castletown Hoche 
Parish, diocese of Cloyne : — 

« Juliana, daughter of Richard and Mary Burke, baptized 1728. — God- 
father Edw. Fitton. — God-mothers Mary Duuworth, Mary Nayler." 
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of respectability in the county of Galway, and possessed no 
ordinary talents. In the words of a gentleman (a member 
of the Irish Bar), who knew her long and intimately, to the 
ivriter, “ ]\lrs. French, liad nature destined her for the other 
sex, would have been as great an orator as her brother 
Edmund. In licr conversation there was so much of eh*- 
gance as well as of ability, tliat I often remarked it would 
have been dilHcult to transpose a word to advantage.’^ Edu- 
cated in the faith of her mother, as is commonly the case 
with girls in Ireland where the parents are of diflerent re- 
ligious persuasions, she w'as a rigid Koman Catholic, ex- 
emplary in her duties, and kind and charitable to her poorer 
neighbours. On Christmas Day, in every year, she was 
accustomed to invit(.‘ the halt, maimed, blind, and distressed 
of evt'ry dcscri])tioii in the vicinity to a plentiful repast, at 
wliich slie waited on them herself. 

Garret, wlio folio w'ed his father’s profession and was w('ll 
know'll in Dublin as a man of wdt and drollery, died un- 
married. Eicliard, who became equally distinguished in 
London as a wit, a politician, a writer, and a lawyer, in 
w'hich latter capacity Lord Mansfield had formed and 
exprt'ssed to several members of the bar, the highesi 
opinion of liinu and of whom some notices will licrcaftin* 
occur, likewise died nnmarried. The issue of Mrs. French 
alone survive in th(‘ children of the laic Thomas llavi- 
land Burke, who arc tiieivfore sole rejiresentatives of 
the family.* AVith the descendants of the late Air. Jolui 
Nugent, Mrs. B.irktfs brother, a riaiiote relationship to Mr. 
Burke by lilood, as stated by that family, also exists ; he 
having inarrii‘d Miss Lucy Nagle, danghti'r of Mr. Garrel 
Nagli‘, of jMoneamyiiy and Ballyduif, iu Cork, first cousin on 
boll) fathiT and inoilier’s side to hdiuiiud Burke. It is 
w^ortliy of remark, that Syivauus Spenser, elder son of the 
poet, married Ellmi Nagle, elder daughter of Mr. David 
Nagle, anci^stor of the gentleman just mentioned, and great 
aunt to Edmund Burke’s mother. IMarriage therefore re- 
motely connected tlu'si^ two celebrati'd names. 

• A straiif^c story i.s told in Oult’a Life of AVest, of the painter meetin|f 
■with a monk named Iturke, bearing’ some resemblance to Edmund. This, 
if true, could be only uceidentul. None of the family or its earliest con- 
nections kneAV any other than the three brothers. 
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For his maternal relations, among whom many of his 
juvenile days were spent, Edmund always preservea a warm 
regard ; and as several were devoted to various departments 
of the public service, advanced their interests as opportunity 
permitted. Among these was the late Admiral, Sir Edmund 
Kagle ; who spendiug much of his time at Beaconsfield in 
tlie intervals of sea-duty, amused his celebrated kinsman 
with naval anecdotes and affairs, in wliich the latter took so 
much interest, as to have acquired a large stock of nautical 
terms, often applied with great efiect in his sp(‘eches and 
writings ; while in return the young sailor rect'ivcd warm 
applause for several instances of gallant conduct. One of 
these Mr. Burke dwelt upon witli peculiar delight to his 
friends ; remarking that in ancient Borne it would have 
obtained a laurel crown for the courage dis])layed. A 
person, it seems, had accidentally fallen overboard from a 
ship at sea in wliich Mr. Nagle was embarked, who finding 
lie was in dangt'r from a shark, which had just before been 
seen near the ship, immediately sprung into the water to 
rescue him, and happily succeeded. This circumstance 
being much talked of at the time, the King (George III ) 
lieard of it, and Mr. Nagle being pointed out to him, 
lie entered into conversation, paying many compliments to 
his gallantry. “ It was a hazardous attempt. Captain 
Nagle,” observed the King. “I never thought of the 
hazard, please your Majesty.” “ But do you think you 
w ould run such a risk again, Captain Nagle ?” “ Please 

your Majesty, 1 would go to h — 11 at any time to serve a 
friend,” replied tlie plain-spoken seaman. 

Edmund Burke was hern in the house on Arran Quay, 
January 1, O. S. 173n. Sume have thought it to be 1728, 
from the entry in Trinity College Matriculation book ; but 
as the former was stated by his family, and the age sixty- 
eiglit is noted on the tablet to his memory, w^(* have perhaps 
no right to disturb his ow'n or their belied*. Those wdio are 
fond of tracing coincidences w'ill not I'ail to remark, that, 
like Ids great contemporaries Mr. Fox and Mr. Pitt, he w'as 
a second son. It has likewise been generally believed that 
he inherited only a younger son’s patrimony, and that in 
London previous to his entrance into Parliament, he was 
w holly dependent on his pen for the means of supp( rt. Such 
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was not quite the case. The integrity and reputation of Ijis 
father enabled him, after living in alilucnce, and c?dueiiting 
his children in a suitable niariner, to leave them at his death 
a considerable provision. Burke himself, whose statement I 
liave seen, writing in 1766, thus says to Mr. Shackleton, 
“ The fact is, that my father never did ]jracti.se in tlu? 
country, but always in the superior courts: that he was for 
many years not only in the first ranh^ but the very first man 
of his profession in point of practice and credit ; until by 
giving way to splenetic humours, he did in a manner volii]i- 
tarily contract his practice ; and yet after some heavy losses 
by the banks, and living creditably for near forty years (one 
time pretty expensively), laying out something on Dick’s 
establishment and on my education in the T^^mple (a thousand 
pounds or thereabout lor pie), he dic‘d worth very near six 
thousand pounds. This I mention, as poverty is the greatest 
imputation (very unjustly I think) that is ever laid on that 
profession.” 

Very little is known of bis early years, except his being 
of a delicate constitution, tending, as was believed, to con- 
sumption. The most troubh‘some symptom of the com- 
plaint was a pain in the side, whicli disabled him from taking 
the same degree of boyisli exercise as his brothers. When 
they therefore were at play, he was commonly seen reclining 
at case perusing a book. To this Kichard Burke alluded, 
when being found in a reverie shortly after an extraordinary 
display of powers in the House of Commons by his brother, 
and questioned by Malone as to the cause — “ I have been 
wondering,” said be, ‘‘how Ned has contrived to mono])olize 
all the talents of tiie family ; but then again, I remember 
when we were at play he ivas always at ivork^ 

His delicate state of health remdering necessary a longer 
stay than is customary under the paternal roof, lie was tirsL 
taught to read by bis mother, a woman of cultivated uiuh'r- 
standing. An elderly lady in the neighbourhood L likewise 
said to have lent aid in imparting instruction to this great 
master of the povvers of the English language ; but this is 
not unusual. Women are the first instructors of us all. F»)r 
his mother he ever entertained strong aftection~and what 
man of genius or feeling does not? In a juvenile letter 
(1746) he thus writes of her illuess : — “ In all my life 1 



6 


LIFE OF BUBKE. 


never felt so heavy a grief : nor really did I well know what 
it was before. You may well believe this when I tell you 
that for throe days together we expected her death every 
moment.” 

The air of the country, however, being deemed essential 
to give vigour to his frame, he was removed from the 
metropolis to the house of his grandfather at Castletown 
lloche. Here for the first time lie was put to school ; and 
the ruins of the school-room, or what is said to have been 
such, may be still traditionally pointed out to those who 
take an interest in prying into those early haunts which the 
subsequent development of great genius serves to elevate 
into celebrity. His progress in knowledge, how'ever, was 
not very considcKible, his relativt's, from motives of kind- 
ness, directing attention more to wluit was likely to im- 
prove his health than to inform his mind. Still he was not 
idle. The village schoolmaster, whose name was O’Hal- 
loran, and who lived to an advanced age, was known to one 
or tw’o of the older inhabitants living there many years ago, 
who remembered him in their youth as boasting upon all 
occasions that he w’as the first w ho had put a Latin grammar 
into the hands of Edmund Burke. 

Another of tliis old man’s stories, of the truth of which, 
from the knowm benevolence of heart of the pupil, as W’ell as 
from the circumstantiality w ith which it was told by the 
master, there w’as no reason to doubt, related to the time of 
Edmund going thither to look after his property in 1766. 
Divested of the circumlocution common to the lower classes 
ill Ireland, it was in substance this: — Hearing that his boy, 
as he called him, who had got into parliament, was come to 
look at the place, he thought he would just step up to the 
house to see whether he would remember his poor master. 
Doubtful of the reception he should meet from a great 
man, he recognized him dressing in a room over the door of 
the house (long since in ruins), and the boy as quickly re- 
membered his old master’s face. Eunning quickly down 
stairs, his shirt collar open, his beard half shaven, he seized 
him eagerly by both hands, “ asked all about me, and about 
the little boys his school-fellows, and said you must stay 
all day with me, O’Halloran, and gossip about old times ; — 
and sure enough I did ; — but was this all do you suppose ? 



1730 - 41 . 


BALLITOBE SCHOOL. 


7 


No, to be sure it was not ; — didn’t he put five golden guineas 
into my band as 1 Avas coming away ?” 

The gentleman to whom this anecdote was related,’**' in 
the course of other inquiries in the neighbourhood, asked a 
('ottagcr, in order to try if the name was familiar among 
this class of peoj)le, whether he kne*w anything of a noted 
man called Burke who once lived in that quarter? “To be 
sure Ido,” was the reply, “Hasn’t every body heard of 
Edmund Burke ?” 

At Castletown Jtoche he spent a considerable time, so 
much it is believed as five years ; and the partiality which 
he always entertained for the spot in talking of it in his 
domestic circle, added to his long residence, and familiarity 
with the neighbouring objects, particularly Spenser’s ruined 
castle, gave rise to tlie belief among many intimate friends 
of his having been born there. It was countenanced also 
by a poem w hich In* w rote at college on the river Blaekwater, 
running to Youghall Bay, through the counties of Cork and 
AVaterford, near to the spot Avhero he resided, and into 
w’hich falls the MoUa or Mulla^ a stream immortalized by 
the author of the Fairy Queen Several other places in 
Ireland have equally, though incorrectly, contended for the 
honour of his birth, such as Atlilone ; Limerick ; Thurles in 
the county of Tipperary ; the county of Carlow' adjoining 
to Kildare ; and the vicinity of Lismore. Rumours of this 
description arise from that unhappy neglect w hich Ireland 
too often exhibits towards her eminent men ; and in part to 
Mr. Burke himself, who never willingly obtruded his name 
into the magazines or newspapers of the day. 

From Castletown Roche he Avas removed to Dublin, and 
is said io have continued about a year at school in Smithfield 
in that city, kept by a Mr. James Fitzgerald, when the 
reputation of the classical academy at Ballitore, and the 
improvement of his health, further impaired by rapid grow^th, 
induced his father to send him thither. 

This village lies in the county of Kildare, twenty-eight 
miles to the southward of Dublin, in a valley through which 
runs the small river Gricse. The site was purchased early 
in the last century by two of the Society of Friends, John 


* From Mr. HavUand Burke. 
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Barcroft and Amos Strettel, as a species of colony for its 
members. A school of a superior class being required among 
this intelligent community, an honest and learned Quakei*, 
Abraham Shackleton, was invited from Yorkshire, in 172G, 
to conduct it, whose capacity and diligence soon spread the 
reputation of the establislunent over inucli of the southern 
and eastern parts of Ireland, by turning out from it several 
eminent men. It was continued by his son Eichard 
Shackleton ; by his grandson Abraham, who died in 1818 ; 
both men of superior original minds, and some poetical powers ; 
and still exists with undiminished reputation under members 
of the same family. To this school Edmund, then in his 
twelfth year, along with his brothers Garret and Eieliartl, 
was removed the, 26th May, 1741. It has been observed 
by Dr. Johnson, that the early years of distinguished men, 
when minutely traced, furnish evidence of the same vigour 
or originality of mind by which they are celebrated in 
after-life. Such was certainly tlie case with young Burke, 

His habits, as Shackleton said, indicated more of solidity 
than commonly belongs to that ])eriod of life. His powers 
appeared not so much in brilliancy, as in steadiness of 
application, facility of comprehension, and strength of 
memory ; indications which drt^w the commendation first, 
and, as his powers unfolded themselves, soon the warm 
regard of his master, under whose paternal care, the im- 
provement of his health kept pace with that of his mind. 
The grateful pupil never forgot his obligations. 

Among his schoolfellows were Dr. Brocklcsby, the 
physician, afterwards so wt'll known in the literary circles of 
London ; the Eev. Alichac'l Keamt'y, brother to one of the 
Bishops of Ossorv, a modest and ingenious man, of great 
literary acquirements, who died in 1814 at an advanced age ; 
Thomas Bushe, father of the Irish Judge of that name. 
Among others of equal talents, though filling inferior stations 
in life, was a Mr. Matthew vSmith, a country sclioolmaster, 
who possessed his esteem, and with wliom he corresponded. 
Another, a Mr. Zouch, who was still less fortunate in life, 
he kept for some years domesticated in his establishment at 
Beaconsiield, partly as amanuensis, partly as steward, and 
whom he tried re])eate(ily to push forward in the world. 
Dr. Sleigh, an eminent physician of Cork, the friend of 
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[ Goldsmitli in more than one season of adversity, and 
‘ the first friend of Barry, the painter, did not come to the 
school till Burke had quitted it ; but they met in London 
afterwards, and became intimately acquainte-d, the latter 
frequently saying, “he knew few more ingenious and 
valuable men.” 

But his chief favourite and friend was Richard Shackleton, 
the only sou of his master and his successor in the school, 
with wdiom a lively epistolary correspondence w’as kej)t up 
[ during tlie remainder of his life, to wdiicli I have had access. 
'IMuch of its earlier portion applies to their studies and 
literary pursuits, and confers cr(‘dit on both. Burke when 
advancecl in fame, ])aid him visits in his journies to Ireland. 
Sliackleton w'hen ho came to England,^ ever found the 
most cordial and aftectionate attention from the now 
distinguished statesman, and could seldom remain long 
enough for the gratification of his friend. No attachment 
could be strongtT or more honourable to both ; and the 
politician confessed to tears on the receipt of intelligence of 
his death. This gentleman, being often questioned during his 
life as to the boyish peculiarities of the great Burke, seemed 
to feel much interest in recounting them. The follotving 
is an extract from his w’ritten account; and being three or 
four years older was fully competent to form an opinion. 

“ Edmund w^as a lad of most ])romising genius ; of an 
inquisitive and speculative cast of mind. This w'as im- 
proved in him by a constitutional indisposition that pre- 
vented him from sufiering by those secessions from study 
which are the consequence of puerile diversions. He read 
much while a boy, and accumulated a stock of learning of 
great variety. llis memory was extensive ; his judgment 
early ripe. He would find in his own mind in reasoning 
and communing with himsedf such a fund of entertainment 
that he schemed not at all to r(‘gret his hours of solitude. 
Yet he was affable, free, and communicative, as ready to 
teach as to learn. He made the reading of the classics 
his diversion rather than his business. He was particidarly 
• delighted with history and poetry, and w hile at school per- 
formed several exercises in the latter with a manly grace.” 
A very favourite study, as he once confessed in the House of 
Commons, was the old romances, Palmcrin of England and 
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Don Belianis of Greece, upon wliicli he had wasted much 
valuable time. 

It is recorded of liim while at school, that seeing a poor 
man pulling down his own hut near the village, and hearing 
that it was done by order of the parish conservator of the 
roads upon the plea of being too near the high-way, the 
young philanthropist exclaimed, that were he a man, and 
possessed of authority, the poor should not thus be oppressed. 
Little things in childten often tend to indicate, as well as to 
form, the mind of the future man. There was no character- 
istic of his subsequent life more marked, than a hatred of 
oppression in any form, or from any (juarter. 

The steward of the establishment at Ball itore, who some- 
times became director of the school boy sjiorts, used to 
repeat this and similar anecdotes with no little pride of his 
acquaintance when he had risen into celebrity, lie delighted 
in hearing of his celebrity; and wlum the newspapers 
liad any tiling of more than usual interest to communicate, 
he was quite insensible to all other claims upon attention. 
He was a shrewd orth-of-lreland presbytc*riaii, named Gill, 
upon whom young Shackleton wrote verst^s, and young 
Burke exercised his boyish logic in learned argument ; , the 
keen, though unlettered remarks in reply to which, gave him 
in their opinion some claim to the more pliilosopliical appel- 
lation of Hobbes. By this name Mr. Burke used to inquire 
after him. 

The last visit he made to Ballitore, took place in 1786 , 
after the opening of the impeachment of Hastings. The old 
steward, who regarded this measure as another illustration of 
the humane spirit displayed by the boy, was then verging 
on his eightieth year, his eyes dim, his limbs feeble, and, as 
it proved shortly afterwards, tottering into the grave. The 
announcement of the name of his youthful associate inspired 
him with momentary vigour. Mr. Burke accosted him with 
bis accustomed kindness, shook him often and cordially by 
the band, and introduced his son, who displayed equal 
attention to his father’s humble but venerable friend. This 
condescension so much aftected his feelings, that for some 
time be was deprived of utterance; he bowed repeatedly, 
and at length brought out, that he was proud — very proud 
to see him —adding, “you have many friends in Ireland,. 
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sir.” “I am Imppy, Mr. Gill, that you are one of them. — 
You look very well.— Am I much changed since you last 
saw me ?” Old William replied, after some attempt at 
examination, it being then evening, that he was almost too 
dark with age to observe ; when Mr. Jhirke, wnth character- 
istic affability, took a candle and held it up to his own face, 
to give tlie aged servant a better view of it ; a scene which 
the relator of the anecdote says, those who were present 
cannot easily forgi't.* 

A spirit of emulation with his friend Skackleton, and 
natural taste together, made young ilurke towards the close 
of his school career, if not a j)oet at least poetical. In a 
spirit of friendly rivalry they each translated the thirteenth 
Idylliiim of Tlieocritus on the death of Adonis, reported to 
have ]jossessed considerable merit. Some scenes of a play 
on the story of King Alfred, arc also attributed to him about 
tlie sam(^ tiim*, which were lost or destroyed while on a visit 
to a relation residing at Ballydutt*, in TippiTary. 

At Ballitore also he is believed to have imbibed other and 
more distinguished characteristics ; particularly that regard 
for civil and religious liberty which marked his future life. 
He had observed among the society of Friends^ in liich he 
was domesticated, that differences of opinion on those points 
made neither worse subjects nor worse men. Reflection, 
and the i*emembranc(‘ that ivlalives on the side of one parent 
Avere J^ornan Catholics, probably taught him to extend tlu* 
same liberality of sentiment towards persons of that persua- 
sion, then in a depressed state. His opinions on this 
point arc known to have been formed soon. The fact 
exhibits an additional ])roof of early maturity of mind, in 
possessing the power to disengage itself from those preju- 
dices and animosities existing in Ireland between Protestant 
and Romanist, at a time when even among near connections, 
they produced an unchristian, mid even hostile spirit. 

To this he alluded in a debate after the riots in London 
(June 20, 1780), on a proposal that no Papist should be 
permitted to educate a Protestant; and on this occasion 
spoke in high terms of his preceptor. “ He had been 
educated (he said) as a Protestant of the Church of England 
by a dissent6?r who was an honour to his sect, though that 

• Poems by Mary Leadbcater (late Shackleton), 1808. — Cottacra 
Bioj^raphy, 1 822, by the siime. 
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sect was considered one of the purest. Under his eye he 
had read the Bible, morning, noon, and night, and had ever 
since been the happier and better man for sueli reading.” 

Towards the middle of April, 17*14, having been just three 
years at school, he quitted it, possessed of what Mi\ Shaelile- 
ton used to describe as “a large and miscellaneous stock of 
learning for his years.” Kext day be entered liis name in 
Trinity college, as pensioner The following notice appears 
in the register: premising that there is a mistake as already 
mentioned, in his age. The academical year beginning in 
July, the year is really 1744, though nominally iiott'd a year 
sooner ; his name also is spelt according to the orthography 
of the other branches of the family. 

1743. 


. Edmund, 
Bourke 
Pens. 


Fil. Ric. 
Gone- 
ros. 


Annum 

Affens 

lU. 


NhIus. 

Dublin. 


Eduoatus I Dr. 

Sub. ferula | Pelis- 

Ma^. Shackleton. j sior. 


Dr. Pelissier, the tutor, is represented by higli college 
authority as a man of ordinary acquirements, who when vice- 
provost in 1753, quitted the university for the valuable 
living of Ardstraw, in the north of Ireland. The pupil 
describes him in his first letter to Shackleton, as “an 
exceedingly good humoured, cleanhj, civil fellow, one of the 
most learned in the university, who told me (what I would 
not say, except to a ])articular friend) that I was a good 
scholar — understood the authors very well, and seenu'd to 
take pleasure in them, (yet by-the-bye, I don’t know how he 
could tell that) and that I was more fit for the college than 
three parts of my elass.” In a month the tutor gave hitn 
for study, “the nine first chapters of Burgersdicius, six last 
jEneids, Enchiridion, Tabula Cebetus, which my tutor 
recommends as a fine picture of human lil“e.” Anil in ten 
days more writes to the same correspondent : “ {Sitting at 

my own bureau with, oh hideous Burgersdicius ! ou one 
liand, and your two letters on the other.” Goldsmith, 
1 have elsewhere stated, equally complained of the repulsive 
Burgersdicius.* 

Like other men subsequently distinguished ibr eminence 
in life, he was once supposed to have made no figure at the 


• Life of Goldsmith, vol. 3, p. C9, 8vo. 1837. 
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university. This is incorrect. Ho may not have obtained 
material distinction in a few of those studies, which were 
(Specially honoured there at the time. Hut (xf liis devotion 
[to the great work of acquiring knowledge and of using it, 
k^diether in discussion among his fellow students, in original 
jwriting, in criticism and in inviting criticism from others, or 
[ill the composition of long and clev'cr letters stating liis 
opinions, 1 have seen incontestable proofs. His intellectual 
activity at this period was in fact remarkable. He could 
write of nothing else. Study, and the fruits of study, were 
liis only themes. All the hours withdrawn from these were 
considered nearly lost ; the cultivation of mind was with him 
not merely a duty, but an overpowering passion, whicli 
swallowed up every other. Even in this jpvenile season, he 
regretted the usual hours given to juvenile amusements, and 
ill October, 1744, thus writes : — 

“ AVhat would 1 not give to have my s[)irits a little more 
settled. I am too giddy. This is tiu' bane of my life : it 
hurries me frc)m my studies, and 1 am afraid will hinder ni(‘ 
from knowing anytliing thoroughly. I have a superficial 
knowledge of many things, but scarce the bottom of any ; so 
that I have no nianm'r of right to the [ireferenee you give 
me in the first.” In allusion to town life, ho says, in 
November — 1 am in tlie enemy’s country ; the townsman 
is beset on every side ; it is here dilHcult to sit down and 
think seriously. Oh, how liappy are you that live in the 
country. 1 assure you, my friend, that without the supcTior 
grace of God, I will find it very difiicult to be even com- 
monly virtuous.” kSueh feelings arc w(dl supported by the 
following pa.s.sag(' — the germ of some subsequent brilliant 
thoughts — on “the beauty of the Heavens. I call them 
beautit's ; for Ix'auty consists in variety and uniformity, and 
is not that abundantly shewn in the motion and form of the 
heavenly bodies ? What grander idea can the mind of man 
form to itself than a jirodigious, glorious, and fiery globe, 
banging in the midst of an iidiuiti' space, and surro untied 
with bodies of whom our earth is scarcely anytliiiig in the 
comparison !” 

That he was not negligent of essential collegiate studies, 
is proved by his election to a Scholarship, 2Gtli May, 1746. 
Tliis is a great point of ambition among students,* but for 
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several days be remained in doubt wlu'tluT be should accc^'^ 
it. ** You may be curious to know,” he wTites, “ what 
the advantages of our scholarship. We have our comn^’^i 
for nothing ; fifty shillings a year in the cellar ; arc inembv \ 
and freemen of the university, and have a vote for a Membt 
of Parliament ; tlie ground rent of our chambers ; our 
decrements between three and four ])oimds per annum, 
forgiven ; and wlu'ii we take our degree, have a good chance 
for fifteen pounds per annum more. * * * We were exercised 
for two days in all the Grreek and Poinan authors of note. 
Dr. Forster, who examined me in Catiline’s speech in Sallust, 
seemed very well pleased at my answering, and asked from 
whose school I came, a question 1 did not hear aski‘d 
besides.” I havp seen one of his prize volumes for profi- 
ciency in classics, given in 1745. In tracking liim through 
the College books, I find him occasionally receiving tin' 
“thanks of the House,” for good attendanet‘ at lecturt^; 
and often fined for small negligences, arising no doubt from 
not living in College, but uiuIct the paternal roof. 

His favourite studies, “while spending three hours every 
day in the public library,” as he writi's at this time, were 
classics, history, philosof)iiy, general literature, and from a 
speculative turn of rniml, a prc'tty strong attachment to 
metaphysics; at least so far as they go toward clearing tin* 
judgment and strengtheiiiiig the nnderstanding, but no 
further. This pursuit he afterwards ndiiupiislu'd, convinced, 
as he said, that it was of doubtful utility, tending neither to 
make men better nor happier, but rather the reverse. His 
opinions, both of many of our own and of the ancient 
writers, were formed at an early period ; admiring mort* 
especially those which imparled the gr(‘at(‘st knowledge of 
human nature, of the springs of human motives and human 
actions, and an acquaintance with human manners. On tins 
princiyde he was accustomed not ordy to observe, “ tluit a 
good novel was a good book,” but frequently to amuse thc‘ 
social fire-place, particularly in female society, by perusing 
a few of the more celebrated. 

Bacon’s essays formed a favourite .study, and he always, 
characterized them as the greatest works of that great man. 
Shakspeare, Addison, Le Sage, Fielding, and Smollett, then 
a new writer, were his companions in iritcrxals from graver 
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studies. Eiohardsori, contrary to the opinion of Johnson, 
he thought much inferior to Fielding as a doscriber of human 
nature. Demosthenes was liis favourite orator. Plutarch’s 
writings he professed, in a letter to a friend at this time, to 
admire beyond those of any other, lie pn'ferred Euripides 
to Sophocles among the dramatists ; and the Greek histo- 
rians, and Xeno])hon esj)ecially, to the Latin. Of Horace, 
Lucretius, and Virgil, he was [)articularly fond ; maintaining 
the superiority of the -Eueid as a poem over the Iliad, while 
he admitted the general excellences of Homer’s genius in 
invention, force, and sublimity, over that of Virgil. All his 
letters prove* that History and Poetry, as with most men of 
genius at the same time of life, were his favourite studic's — 
one to inform and strengthen the mind, thct- other to elevate 
and refine it. F(‘w indeed but in suhse(|uent years have 
acknowledged their obligations to such instructors ; and of 
Dublin he says at this time — “ Poetry and history are the 
chief branches which are taught.” 

Among the students were a few intimates selected for 
their literary tastes, nanu‘d D»'nnis, Brennan, Buck, Hamil- 
ton, !Mohun, and two or thnn* mon*. A large* correspondence, 
now in my ])oss(‘.ssion, was kept up between them and 
Shackletoii on their favourite topics, indicative of the 
strongest attachmi'iit to Burke, and, though clever them- 
selves, respect for his superior attainments, exprc'ssed with 
all the familiarity and jocost* s])irit of youth. Out* of their 
modes of improvt‘in<*nt was the institutiiui of a privati* 
debating club. Hen* their ingenuity was exercised on his- 
torical and ])oetical subjects chiefly, the n'cords of which I 
have seen ; and as speciiiK'iis of iht'ir proct'edings, the fol- 
lowing to Shackletoii is from the pen of Burke. Dennis 
however formed the principal depository of this correspon- 
dence. 

“ May 28, 1747. 

“Scene 1. — Burke, Dennis— The Club-room — Dennis 
goes away about some? bu>ines.s — Manet Burke solus. 

“ As the Committee appointed for the trial of Dennis has» 
just now broke up without doing any thing, for want (»f 
sufficient members, I have time enough on my hands to 
write wdiat you desire — an account of the proceedings of 
our society since your departure ; in which you have been 
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a perfect prophet, for Mohun was expelled last lustrum 
by the censor, Mr. Dennis. After an examination of his 
conduct from the first foundation of the society, it was 
found exceeding bad, without one virtue to redeem it, for 
which he sufiered the above senteuce. He was tried some 
time before (Burke, Pres.) for his bad behaviour, but 
behaved still worse at trial, which brouglit fresh punish- 
ments on him, and at length expulsion. This is not the 
only revolution in our Club. ^Ir. Buck’s conduct much 
altered for tlie worse. We seldom see him, for wdiich he 
has not been spared. Dennis, Hamilton, and youi*. humble 
— ha! ha! attend constantly. Cardegrif,* as we expected, 
middling. You all this while are uneasy to know the 
cause of Dennis’s accusation. It is no less than an attempt 
to overturn this society by an insolent behaviour to the 
Presi<lent and Society. 1 am the accuser, and when vou 
know this you will tremble tor him. 1 mast congratulate 
you like\vis(3 on the (*ensor’s minor thanks which you re- 
ceived with a declaration that had you entered earlier into 
the society you had been entitled to the grand thanks. The 
censor gave himself the grand thanks, and the same to me. 

‘‘We had during your absence the following debates very 
well handled. On the Stadtholder— Burke, an oration ; 
Lenity to tlie liebels, a debate : Dennis for, Burke 
against. Prince of Orange to harangue his troops — Dennis. 
The sailors in a ship turning ])irates — Dennis for, Burke 
and Hamilton against. Catiline to the Allobrogcs-— Demiis. 
(xeneral Huske for engaging at Palkirk — Burke ; Hawley 
against Dennis. Brutus tlu3 first to the Komans — Burke. 
Hamilton is now Pri‘.sideiit, and a very good one. You 
use me oddly in your letter ; you accuse me of laziness and 
what not (though I am likely to fill this slua't). I did not 
expect this from your friendship that you should think I 
would in y(mr abs(’nce refuse you my company for a few 
lilies when 1 attended you in town for many a mile. You 
behave to me just after the manner that a vile prologue I’ve 
read desires the audience to use the actors--* But if you 
damn, be it discreetly done ; flatter us Iuto and damn us 
when you’re gone.’ You sec I have not lost my faculty oi 


Euch of the uieniherB had fanciful names assigned them. 
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quoting: Grub Street. Just so, wlu'n here you blarney me ; 
ill the eoimtry you abuse me; but that shall not hinder me* 
from writing on, for (to s1h‘W you my Latin) tenet insanahile 
multos scribendi caeocthes. Come we now to Shar (one of 
their juvt^nile pieces) ; the beginning is dark indeed, but not 
quite void of connection, ‘ for whose* good e'th'ets,’ &c. con- 
nects with the iirst line; all the reist is ])ro])erly be‘tweeii 
parentheses. Phadoii sells well still (another of their 
pieces) ; tell me I'xactly what is said of his appearance in 
the country. ]\Iiss Cotter is quite charmed with your 
writings, and more of tlu‘m would not be disagreeable to 
that party. 1 have myself almost iinished a piece — an odd 
one — but you shall not see it till it comi*s out, if ever. 
Writ(* tile ri'st, rantagrucl, for 1 can stay.no longer — ])ast 
nine. I am now rt'turiH'd and no J^uitagruel. Your oration 
on Poverty is, 1 think, vi*rv good, and has in some parts very 
handsome touches : you shall have tlu* Club’s opinion next 
time*, which was delerr(‘d till wo should have a full house, i 
received your novel and will r(*ad it (and peruse it — r) care- 
fully.” 

An extj’iict from the reeords of the “ Club” is likewise 
given in tlu* Kcv. Ylr. Todd’s life of JMilion. 

‘‘ Ihirlu*, 1 may observe,” says that gt*nth‘man, “was an 
ardent admirer of Ylillou. .1 learn from Mr. "Walker ({»t 
Dublin) that ihi> great orator was a distinguished membei* 
of alitt*rarv elub instituti'd in Dublin in 1747, in whieh lu* 
sometiiiK's held tlu* Seerelarv’s ])(*n, and sometimes tilled 
the Pn'sidonl’s chair ; and that in the original minutes of 
this society, his early Yliltonic tastt* is thus recorded — 

“ Priday, Jum* o, 1747, IVIr. Durke lu'ing ordered to 
speak tlu* s])ei*ch of Yloloch, the delii'eru, 

it heituj in character. Then the s|a'ech was read and critj- 
cised u])on ; its many beauties illustrated ; the chief judged 
to be its conformity with the character of Moloch — 

Nt» Ift us rutluT choose, 

Arm’d with lu ll-flames and fury, all at once. 

O’er lleav’n’tt hi^h towers to force resistless way. 

The words ‘all at once’ (the metre not considered) seemed 
to the W'hoh^ assembly to hurt the sentence hy stopping the 
rapidity and checking the lier(*eiiess of it, making it too long 

0 
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and tedious. Then was Belial’s speech read to the great 
delight of the hearers; whose opinion was, that Homer only 
can be compared to Milton, not only for the beauties that 
shine in every verse, but likewise for the just and lively 
colours in which each character was drawn ; for that none 
but Homer, like him, ever supported such spirit and exact- 
ness in the speeches of such a contrast and variety of per- 
sons.” — These notices, adds the learned writer, “ will not 
seem tedious ; for they suggest an opinion that the finest 
oratory of modern times might owe its origin and perfection 
to the poetry of INIilton.” 

Prom the admiration to the writing of poetry is a common 
result. He had indeed transgressed in that way previously. 
Of the degree ef profici(‘ncy attained, we have an example 
in the translation of part of tlie second Georgic of Virgil, 
the panegyric on a country life, made in 1740, which as 
the work of a youth, may take a fair place in the ranlc and 
file of College verses. 

Oh ! happy swains ! did tliey know how to prize 
The many blessing's rural life supplies ; 

Where in safe huts from clattering arms afar, 

The pomp of cities and the din of war, 

Indulgent earth, to pay his labouring hand, 

Pours in his arms the blessings of the land ; 

Calm through the valleys flow's along his life, 

He knows no danger, ns he know's no strife. 

What ! thougli no marble ])ortals, rooms of state, 

Vomit tlie cringing torrent from his gate 
Though no proud purple hang his stately halls, 

Nor lives the breathing brass along his walls, 

Though tin* sheep clothe him ■without colours’ aid, 

Nor seeks he foreign luxury' from trade, 

Yet peace and honesty adorn his days 
With rural riclies and a life of ease. 

Joyous the yell’ wing fields here Ceres sees, 

Here blusliing clusters bend the groaning trees, 

Here spreads the silver lake, and all around 
Perpetual green, and flow’rs ndoni the ground. 

How happy too, the peaceful rustic lies, 

The grass his bed, bks canopy the skies ; 

From beat retiring to the noon-tide glade, 

His trees ])rotect him with an amjde shade; 

No jarring sounds invade his settling breast, 

His lowing cows shall lull him into rest. 

Here *mong the caves, the woods, and rocks around, 

Here, only here, the hardy youth abound ; 
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Religfion here has fixed her pure abodes, 

Parents are honoured, and adored the g^ods ; 
Dej^artinjc justice, wlien she fled mankind, 

In these blest plains her footsteps left behind. 

Celestial Nine ! my only joy and care, 

■VVIiose love inflames me, and whose rites I bear. 
Lead me, oil lead me ! from the vulg-ar throng. 

Clothe nature’s myst’ries in thy rapturous song ; 
What various forms in heav’n’s broad belt appeaj*, 
Whose limits bound the circle of the year, 

Or spread around in glitt’ring order lie. 

Or roll in mystic numbers through the sky? 

What dims the midnight lustre of the moon ? 

Wliat cause obstructs the sun’s bright rays at noon ? 
Why haste his fiery ^teed8 so long to lave 
Their sj)lendid chariot in the wintry wave? 

Or why bring on the lazy moon so slow ? • 

What love detains them in the realms below ? 

But if this (lull, this feeble breast of mine. 

Can’t reach such heights, or hold such truths divine, 
Oh ! may I seek the rural shades alone, 

Of half mankind unknowing and unknown, 

Ilange by tin* borders of the silver flood. 

And waste a lif<‘ ingloriously good. 

Hail ! bloondng fields, wliere joy unclouded reigns, 
AVhere silver Sperchius lav€*s the yeirwmg plains. 

Oh ! where, Tayjfetu, shall 1 hear around 
Lyams })raise tin* Sjmrtan virgins sound ? 

What god will bear uit from this burning heat, 

In IJiemus’ valley, to some eool retreat, 

Wliere oaks and laurels guard the sacred ground, 

And wilii their umjile foliage shade me round? 

Hap))y the man, who versed in Nature’s laws, 
h’rorii known efl’eets ean trace tlie hidden cause ! 

Him not iln^ terrors of the vulgar fright 
The vagrant forms and terrors ol the night; 

Black and relentless fate he tramples on, 

And all tlie rout of greedy Acheron. 

Happy wliose life the rural god approves, 

The guardian of his growing flocks and groves; 
Harmonious Pan and old Sylvanus join 
Tlie sister nymphs, to make his joys divine : 

Him not the splendours of u crown can please. 

Or consul’s lioiiours bribe to quit his ease. 

Though on his will should crowding ai’mies wait, 

And su])})]iunt kings eunie suing to his gate ; 

No piteous objects here his peace molest, 

Nor cun he sorrow vvhile another’s blest ; 

His food alone what bounteous nature yields, 

"PTom bending orchards and luxuriant fields, 
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Pleased he accepts, nor seeks the mad resort 
Of thronf^iiiff clients and litijrions court. 

Let one delijrhf all dangrer’s forms to brave. 

Rush on the sword, or plung-e amid the wave. 
Destroy all nations with an easy mind, 

And make a general havoc of his kind, 

That on a 'J’yrian couch he may recline, 

And from a costlier groblet (juatf his wine ; 

Another soul is buried with his store. 

Hourly he heajw, and hourly longs for more ; 

Some in the rostrum fix their sole delight, 

Some in the applauses of a rich tliird night ; 

"Wliile gain smiles lovely in another’s eyes, 

Though hrother's blood should buy the horrid prize 
Though from his couiitiy guilt ^h.')uld make him nil 
Where other nations fe«‘l another sun. 

The liajipy rustic turns the fniittul soil. 

And hence proceeds the y<-ar’s revolving toil ; 

On this his country for support depends, 

On this his cattle, family, and frknds : 

For this the bounteous gods reward bis care, 

'With all the jirodiiet of tlie various year ; 

IJis youngling’ docks now whiten all the jilaiii, 

Ts’ow sink the furrows with the teeming’ grain ; 
Beauteous to these i*omonu adds her ehunns, 

^nd pours lier fragrant treasures in liis arms. 

From louden boughs, the orchard’s rich produce, 
The mellow aii])le, and the generous juice. 

]^iow winter’s frozen hand heniiiiihs thejdaiu, 

The W'inter Kui has blessings f< r the SMain : 

His grunting herd is fed without his toil. 

His groaning jiresses overflow with oil; 

The languid autumn crown’d with yellow' leaves, 
■With bleeding’ fruit and goldeii-bf arded sheaves, 
Her various products scatters o’er the land, 

And rears the horn of I'ientx in her hand. 

Kor less tlian these, wait his domestic life, 

His darling children, and his virtuous wife. 

The day’s long absence they together mourn, 

Hang- on his neck, and w'elconie liis return ; 

The COW’S, dejiarting- from the joyful field, 

Before his door their milky tiihiitc }ield. 

While on the green, the frisky kids engage, 

With adverse horns and counttrfeited rag^e. 

He too, w'heri marked with white the festal day, 
Devotes his Jiours to rural sport and play ; 

Stretcli’d on the green amid the jovial quire 
Of boon eompanioiiH that surround the lire, 

With front enlarged he crowns the flowing bowl. 
And calls thee, Bacchus, to inspire his soul ; 
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Now warm’d witli wine, to vip^orous sports they rise ; 

Ilif^h oil »in elrn is liuiii;- tlie Motor’s prize ; 

To liiin’tis priven, whose force with ijreatest speed 
Csin winp;' the ihirt, or urire the tierv steed. 

Sucli maimers made the aiieienf Sabines bold, 

Swell the life led by Jioinwlws of old ; 

IJy arts like these di\iiie Ktruria irrows, 

From siadi foundations miphiy Ifome arose, 

"Whose proillike fame tla* wtuld's va<t eirenit tills, 

■\Vho with one Avail hath circled He\eii vast hills ; 

Such Ava**, en* dovi* bepran his iron reiu’H, 

Fre mankind feasted ujani oxen slain. 

The lifi' tliat Saturn and his subjects led. 

Ere from the land olYended justice lied ; 

As yet tlie brazen use of arms unkiiuAvn, 

And anvils runp- Avith scvihcs tind shares alone. 

• 

From Ibo coiTi'Sjiondt'iK't* of tlio younic friends they appear 
to liave taken imieli iiiten^st in rieii! as wtdl as literary 
topics, and allusions oeeur to etTttiin contributions to tla* 
])ress. One of Ihe ItilltT was an (leetisional pa{)er, “ Tbt‘ 
Keformer.” Dennis, writine: in January, ITlS, to Sbaekle- 
ton, mentions bis b;i\ iue; stmt oiu*, and asks. “ What is your 
opinion of it ? Who do you think llu* author r” Af^uiin, 
“N(*d (Ibirke) is busy jdxuit the m'\t Judonner, or be 
would write to you.’’ Burke says himself, \\riliii<i; in May, 
“ Vour father mentioned to im* tht‘ .Beibniier, and said it 
had not, lie h(‘lit‘Vi‘d, suect'ss. 1 (illei^dhle) A\ith fouror live 
members heine: a little surprised at it, as 1 did not think he 
knew the author; hut J am satisfied he doc's, and I am sure 
it is ill pKid hands.” SluM-idaii and \detor at this 1 iriu* directed 
the Dublin tlu'at re, and those ,i;eii{ lemeii had incurred the 
disph'asure of the youiie; crltiesibr, jierhaps amoni>’ other de- 
merits, inattention to pieei’s submit ird to their judgment. In 
November, 1747, Dennis writes, “Ned (Burke) has linished 
the lirst canto of the Bla<'kwat(‘r, and seen Victor, who has 
not read the ])lay. Buck w(‘iit to llamltd — and such 
scenery ! — not to talk of jiert’oniianci' !” Shaekh'ton replies, 
“Who do you tell A'ielor is tlu‘ author of the eomedy F If 
Burke would ]jreser\t* any of ^ood underslandinLi; 

with the pair ht* iiumtions, h‘t him not slip out any higli 
treason against Victor and Shm’idaii.” 

These hints rond(*r it not iiii])rohable lliat the comedy 
alluded to may have been by Burke. While still in the 
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hands of the manager, a letter from him to Shackloton (Oct. 
17, 1747) says, it will be acted after Christmas. This, pro- 
bably, never took place. For in May, 1748, a communication 
to the same friend (both in the “ Club” correspondence) 
abuses Sheridan soundly as wanting taste, style, and common 
sense — “ a pitiful fellow, who was never able to defend 
himself, and whose defenders are as weak as the cause” — 
language not unlikely to issue from a young and angry re- 
jected dramatist. Tlie above letter of October forms other- 
wise a fair specimen of their usual style of correspondence. 

“ You have so loaded me with letters and compliments 
that I find it very difficult to answe r either, and they were 
unmerited as they were extraordinary, for I am neither an 
extraordinary correspondent nor writer, though if my writing 
was to be judged by its success in tlie inverse rule we use, 
it would be thought excellent. However, I must say I was 
by no means displeased with it, and you needed not to have 
desired me not to shew your last, for 1 should be the vainest 
fellow in the world if I did. I do really believe you to be 
my friend if any one is, for I see you can no more forbear 
])raising me than Belinda (a young lady favourite), or dis- 
praising Tremble. 1 am not such a master of the expressive 
part of friendship, but believe me, dear friend, I am by no 
means behindhand in the affectionate. This is sincere, and 
the only answer I can make to your (I won’t say compli- 
ments) expressions of kindness, and I should be better 
pleased with your approbation of my pieces, bating the profit, 
than King George’s. 

“ I don’t know whether I shall congratulate or lament 
with you on your falling in love, for I see (’tis vain for you 
to deny it) you are over head and (^ars, and wffiat is more 
extraordinary, with tw’o. The judgment and sagacity with 
which you have drawn the character of the ladies shew that 
you perfectly know them, so that any advice from me on 
that score were quite needless. Belinda, I am glad, has 
triumphed; how'ever, you seem to quit Julia wdth regret. 
How^ happy if you could have both to serve difterent ends 
of matrimony ! 

“ I wrote to the Park before dinner, and after it went to 
Mr. Goddard with the money ; he is greatly obliged to you ; 
she looked charmingly, Dick, this evening, but I am insen- 
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sible to channs, wliea I tell you I do but perceive and not 
leel them, particularly w hen pointed by wdt — ‘ Man delights 
not me, nor woman neither.’ I carried her Brennan’s 
Satyr ; she is out of patience at it, and vows could she 
write as well, men should stand marked for more wickedness 
than e’er the race could redress. I doubt w hether 1 slioidd 
send you them lest they sliould cool your desire for matri- 
mony, but by all means let not your mistress see them, 
unless the one you have a mind to discard. To her, in- 
deed, you may present one, and ’twill affront her, J 
warrant. * * * 

“ Now wc are on love, &c. Do your parents forw'ard this 
affair ? Are tht*y ignorant of it ? Or are you purposely 
together? I believe my friend will soon he a rattTfamilias, 
iind then we shall in some measure lose Dick Shackh'ton, 
who'w’ill look with contempt on us bachelors. "Whenever it 
happens I pray it maybe fortunate, and so pray we all. 
were together last night and did not forgt‘t you. "Wo wen' 
rather mad than merry — but parted subtT as t o liquor. 

“ When I W'cut to Kearney, Mrs. Kt'armw asked me 
whether 1 was come to Levy (Levee?) 1 said No ! That 
couple (forgive me, I say it enirc 7iom) art' very haughty. I 
examined Michy before them in Horace and Homer; lu' 
performed very w'ell, and answ'cred his geograj)hical ques- 
tions w'ith a facility that surprised me. He did not give 
very good English, and J did not wade very det'p Avith him 
in the grammatical part of the Grei'k, because as Die boy 
was little Avhen taken out of his depth he might be in danger 
— and not at all for fear that 1 should slip myself; so 1 
asked only some obvious questions. Iluw w'ere Iiis parents 
ravished to hear tlunr boy read Greek ! 

“How is Cavenagh! Poor Parker is not very ill, yet 
can’t go out. 1 like prodigiously your proposals ; the thing 
will be improving to the boys, and I will send some mate- 
rials towards it, but am very little at leisure. The Black 
(Water?) runs about a eou])lo of (MS. illegible) in a fortnight. 

What you mention about D seems at first view very 

practicable, but is not so. As for his mother she says that 
he is the only tie she has in this kingdom, else she would go 
and live with her relations in England; but tuition and 
usherships are harder to be got than you can well imagine 
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without interest, «fec. whioli ho very much wants. As for 
panegyrics on the fellows that 'would give the coup de grace 
to liis tbrtiiRes. Sure your verses would do honour to 
Sappho. AVere they all as good as four of tlu'm, they would be 
some of the tirst in the tongue; but 1 am surprise^ that you 
who every where else are so smootli, are not so here where 
it is most necessary — such arc the lifth, ninth, atid tenth 
lines, and some others. But when 1 Ibinid tlie above (AIS. 
illegible) I had not read your similes of'David and Goliath ; 
more just or Ix^autifully turned I never saw — 1 should have 
said not carefully enough ; not but they struck me more 
strongly at first, but the multi[)licity of matter drove them 
out of my head. Dou*t think 1 flatter whmi I say I think 
them excellent, as is the conclusion. AVhat puuiahmcut 
will you indict when I tell you 1 have constantly forgotten 
to carry Balbus to Airs. (Joildard, but (illcLrihli' j don’t say, 
for bt'fbro I can write again, T. A. will set that matter 
right. 

The Comedij trill he aefed before Christmas, when we will 
expect yoUy sans excuse. Mrs. Kearney said ' tother day we 
shall all soon see it for nothing, but 1 thank' her for nothing. 
A'cw pla\s are not mh-ii f<»r nothing; if t lay wen*, the author 
would get nothing by them, than whicii nothing can be 
worse — so there's nothing ftr nothing. 

J forget who In' was that t(»Iil me at t]i(‘ eoflee house 
tlie olh(‘r night that (.'nlleii said he and 1 wen* very great 
(intimate), and have olicn lat(*lv bo(*n^ merry together — I 
laugh just now at \our penny pot drinkm’. AVlnm I can 
tind Tremble I will, hut I wi.sh be may bi‘ hanged in the 
mean time. AVho knows what Pro\ idenet' may liavc? in 
store for him! A\ hat lias hapjuiu'd vou alter quitting 
•Iiilia and Belinda has hajqx'iKMl me in the \erv same manner 
olttm on ^neh (»eca.sions. J)ou t \on think a ei»ni*av(‘ better 
than a s[)\ -glass, as the latter are ciiinmonly so had ? rare- 
well, dear friend, and believe me to lie umrs most sincerely, 

Su])plv th(‘ date. Edm. HriiKK.” * 

(Shacklet on had acensed liim of seldom dating his lettc'rs.) 

The poem on the Black w ater, onee in jaisscssion of Shackle- 
ton, w^as, with some f)l his earli(‘r I(>tti‘rs from Jjondon, 
borrowed by his father and ii('V(*r returned. ITiless, there- 
fore, found iu print in some of the smaller publications of 
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that day, it is probably lost. Another piece admired and 
ofteai alluded to by the “Club” remains. {Shackletou 
writes, July, 1717, to Dennis : “ Pray let your next be 
sheet-full, and send ‘ Darner* inclosed. 1 intend to write no 
more till I see that piece. Pray send it by Tuesday’s post.” 
Dennis replies only by saying, “ ile’ll send Darner the 
poem.” Shackleion rejoins in August, “ It is needless to 
tell thee, Dennis, for 1 won’t say it io Burke, that 1 take 
Darner to be the best panegyric I ever read, exce])t 
Waller’s, who chiefly excels in that.” # # * “Bid Ned 

(Burke) not b(' ])k]u^‘d that 1 don’t ex])atiatc; in ])raise 
of his Dainer, for there are certain images of the sublime in 
it which have dazzled my eyes so mueli, that like a man who 
has kept kimseif looking too long in th(‘ 1 cannot see 
plain enough to ])ass judgmeiii on ili<‘ r(‘st.” 

lliTc are tlu‘ lines thus laiuhal by Ijis juvenile and too 
partial critics. The gentleman a<hha>sed had a taste for 
planting, not then eommoii in Ireland, and is believed to 
have resided near Duhlui: 

“July, 1747. 

“ ToJolv Darner, K.vj. 

“ Tlic ."iilft.t ^ha(^‘ was ahvuy.'. tlu* retrt at 
Of tile wi.vc ffu , the l«-ani« (l, and the ; 

'J'la ir KliatTcrfd barks with >. as tr!)i)»f.stnous liretl 
I'o tills caliu liarhoiir lia\c at b tigtli nairfd ; 

Our S(iu]> wliiaa \aiii1y iluc (1 tn roam, 

Find luTc tlu'if n-st and n <Mu'!ir/.n tlicir luanu. 

Hut itlrDiii w aiub'rin::' bum in nmir’s niazi* 

'Fo find tlu' jiath of Inith, In- wortli luir praise; 
llow' rich tJic laarcis tiiat >lniul(| ;rrac»' Ins head, 

AVho never iVnin the p.iili nf \irrue slra^ed ; 

Hut still iliniu^^h sill Ins lite }>nrsnfd the jdan, 

'I'lial Ihnned ))\ <M»d, seeins titlin':' most i’ur man ; 

Itevives ill (lardeiis hv well orderesl cost, 
d'lie I’aradisi- that Adam's tolly lost ! 

Fityinjr lie looks on the vain world below 
I'Jieir airy pleasnres and laiitastio Avoe, 

Ami in Ins hreaot sdoiit* tiiat (’aim sliall find, 
mueh the w'isli and sesireli ofhumau kind. 

The souls tiiat unto Jofiii vi lieiojits W'oiild fly, 

Amon;:; the cr«jwd ln’r jdmoiis cannot pl y ; 

Ihit her*’ by luT own hounds abnu^ contiiicd. 

Shews in lier fli;:'lit how (iod-like is tin* mind, 

So mueh to solitude does maiikiiul (jwe, 

For all that they jiosscss and all they know ! 
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Truth to the wise here every object j’ields, 

Who reaps that nobler harvest from the iields ; 

Th’ air piercing pines whose lofty tops arise, 

Star>ward point out his mansion in the skies ; 

When throufrh the awful ^lootn inspired he roves. 

And Heaven’s own voice instructs him in the groves 
Groves the wise were ever sacred held, 

God in a bush by Moses was beheld ; 

Or if with his we fabled Gods may name. 

In groves who chose to scent the sacred flame ; 

"Who doubts IJodona’s grove ? or does not know 
That whilom Nymphs in ev'cry tree did grow t 
Blest I pronpunce the labours of his hand. 

That gives tlie sylv’an honours to our land ; 

Great is the task, and next to the divine, 

WTiat nature left imperfect to refine ; 

But if in these we no such honour find, 

How much more great to cultivate the mind ! 

This the Philosopher (who not betra 5 'ed 
By a false faith or envy to tl)e shade) 

Constant in all his actions, still pursues, 

Augments his science and extends his views ; 

Careful each rising folly to control, 

And hold a strict dominion o’er his soul ; 

More wide his sway in what that soul contains, 

Than his who o’er the world’s wide empire reigns I 
Thus tranquil in the silent grove or mead. 

Darner ! flows on the virtuous life you lead. 

7'hus grows your wisdom with your growing day. 
Which for instruction yon as fast convey. 

*Tis from your precf‘pts that these verses flow, 

To you the love of solitude I owe ; 

Injustice therefore both to you belong, 

Th’ inspiring subject and the inspired song. 

Sure you have sworn however sliort their stay, 

I’hat not a guc'.st go unimjiroved away ; 

Ail states of life are equally your care. 

The rich j’our mind, tlie poor your fortune share ; 

You must have found — shall J presume to sing 
The long lost work of Juda’s supient king? 

Of trees, which treats of Cedars proud and tall, 

To the low Hyssop that adorns the wall ; 

Else why to you are all their species known. 

Or why, like him, do you pos.scss alone, 

TTie knowledge of all natures and your own. 

Nor when your soul shall yon bright Heaven ascend, 
Y'our numerous blessings with your presence end ; 
They, like your tret*8, which hut small shoots at first, 
W’^ith tender head their earthly covering hurst ; 

But stretching onward eager for their prime, 

Beceive new increments and strength by time ; 
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Till crowned with daily honoui's they arise, 

Shade all the earth and vindicate the skies ; 

In the blest cool shall future swains be laid, 

And our son’s sons rejoice beneath the shade. 

For masts no more to Norway’s coasts we’ll roam, 

Thy firs much better will supply at home ; 

That wlien transplanted in th’ unsteady sea, 

To every shore our riches shall convey. 

Where’er they p:o shall propag^ate thy name, 

And India not be foreign to thy fame, 

Till praise, sole meed on earth to virtue given, 

Be closed, or silent ’mid the joys of Heaven.” 

Among hia efforts of kindness was one to assist liis 
friend Dennis, afterwards a clerg\niian and who then also 
ex])erienced his friendship — in j)roeuring patronage from a 
“ Countess/’ or lady so designated. “ 1 designed,” writes 
the latttT, “ visiting the Countess on Tuesday, but I did not 
go till Thursday. * # * To-day she both received my 

piece and rctunied it, and I received it very philosophically, 
but that temper did not hold. * * ♦ Xhe Poem on her 
is Ned’s (Burke), and I think it very pretty. But the 
Couutess did not like paying for what her glass told her as 
well.” 

“ Belinda,” mentioned in the previous letter, became iii 
1748 Mrs. Shaekleton, and the event necessarily drew an 
epithalamium from “ friend Burke.” 

To liichcu'd ShackletoHy on his Marriarie. 

When heart-s are barter’d for less precious gold, 

And like the lu'urt, the venal song is sold ; 

Each liarne is dull, and but one base desire 
Kindles the bridal’s torch and poet’s fire ; 

^I'ht* gods their violated rites forbear, 

The Muse flies fur, and Hymen is not there. 

But when true love binds in his roseate hands 
That rare but hup})y union, hearts and bands — 

When nought but friendship guides the poet’s song, 

How sweet the verse ! the happy love how strong ! 

Oh ! if tlie Muse, indulging iny design, 

Should favour me, as love has favour’d thine, 

I’d challenge Pan at peril of my life, 

Though his Arcadia were to judge the strife. 

Why don’t tlie vocal groves ring forth their joy, 

And lab’ring echoes all their mouths employ ? 

To tell his bride what sighs, what plaints they heard. 

While yet his growing flame’s success he fear’d, 
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And all his pains oVrpaid with transport now, 

When love exults and he enjoys his vow ? 

Sih'iit ye stand — nor will heshjw one lay 
Of ail lie ta»ii;ht to ^raee this hajipy day ; 

Oaii joy ne’er harbour in your sullen shade, 

Or are ye bur for lovers’ sorrows made 

I’ll lea\e you then, and from the Bride’s bright eye, 

A happier omen take ahieh cannot he. 

Of growing time, still growing in delight. 

Of rounds of future years all mark’d ^\ilh white. 

Through whose hriirht circles, fne from envious chance, 

Concord and love shall lead an endless dance. 

What is the monarch's crown, tin- shc})hcrd*s ease. 

The hero’s laurel, ami the ^aa-t’s ha\a ’ 

A load of toilsome life ton dull to hear, 

If heav’n’s indulgence did iu>l adil the fair, 

E’en Eden’s sweets onr Adam did iespise. 

All its guv scenes eould not delight his «’y«'s, 

Woman Ood gav» , and then ’iwas 1‘uradise. 

Aimther Eve and Bamdise are thine, 

^Ia\’st thou be father ot as luiiir a line ! 

Your heurt so fixed on her, and hers on you. 

As if the world atfonled Iml the two, 

That to this age your eoii'tuncy ma\ jirove. 

Then* yet remains on earth a jiowtr call'd love, 

Tiu*se to my iru'nd, in lays not vainly loud. 

'J'he ]»alrn, unknowing to the giddy crow'd 
1 sung, for these demand his steady truth, 

And fiieiidshiji growing from onr «*arlifE.l youth ; 

A nobler lay mifo Ins sire should grow, 

I'o whose kind care my better birth I owe, 

AVho to fair scirnce did m\ voiifli enti<*e, 

Won from the jiaths of ignorance aiul vice. 

As evidence of his mode of study, of si'izin.t; upoTi tlie sub- 
stance of tliinj^s ratiu r than t lit' form, and of an in(le]jemlenco 
of opinion at that period new, he had previously ventured to 
read Shaekletoii a lesson in his own vocation, which has since 
ohiained favour with others. “Your olfiee of schoolmasttT 
tlii’ow.s you aniont(st the ancicut autliors who are generally 
reputed the best, but as they are not commoidy read and 
taught, the only use that seems to be made of them is 
merely to learn the language they are written in— a very 
strangi* inversion of the use of that kind of learning! To 
read of things to understand words, instead of learning 
words that we may be the b(‘tter tmabh'd to profit by th(^ 
excellent things which are wrapped up in them. I would 
therefore advise you to be less inquisitive about the gram- 
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matical part of tho autlior than you have been, not only for 
the above-mentioiK'd reason, hut because you will find it 
much the easier way of attaining tin; language. You will 
be pleased lo consider after what nnuiner we learn our 
mother tongue ; lirst by conversation (to which reading 
when the huiguage is dead is eipiivalent) we come to know 
the signification of all words, and tlu‘ manner of ])lacing 
them afterwards.” A list of (ireek and Latin authors is 
then given, ^\hich he recommends for piTusal in order to 
the complete attainm(mt of tlu'se languages, with a variety 
of remarks too kmg t\>r iusiTtioii here. 

In addition to th<‘ verses mentioned, he wrote a piece on 
Ballitore, an ode to Sliackleton (1711), a few stanzas to the 
same friend of latiT date, two (liect's collected by the lalitors 
of his Letters, and a few others ohseurely alludtal to in tho 
Club corres])ondenc(‘, but not suilieienlly distimd to trace. 
In March, 1747, be jocularly describes bis studies — ‘‘taken 
up as jiassions (>r furors for a tinu‘ — Xatiiral Philosophy, 
Logie, Mt'lapb} sics, IMathematies, History — but is now 
entirely absorbed in the fnror poet tens, ’which as skilful 
physicians assuri' mt' is as dillieultly cured as a disease 
nearly akin to it, namely, the itch.” 

To Avrile and not to print would be severe infliction on 
any author, mort‘ esjieeially of tlie youngcT class. He there- 
fore piiiposed to ])ursiu' tb(‘ usual avenue to ])ublieitv, but 
for a time Avas dt'ttTred by llie bopeh'ss slate of authorship 
in Dublin. “ Yot ten men in the city,” he Avrites, “ Avoidd 
read the lines A\hether good or bad. The peo])le ba\ii no 
sort of curiosity that AAay — and no asotkIit — for books either 
in prose or ver>e seldom (‘uttT into tlu^ conversations of 
people effort line.” Eventually lu‘ did jiriiit before quitting 
his native city, but the lime or form is not remembered. 
The fa(*t htraiiie kiioAvn to his friend. Dr. Erejich Laurence, 
no doLilit from himsilf, hy Avhom it Avas mentioned to a 
gentleman Avho once eontmnplated as he told iiu‘, becoming 
liis biographer.* A lettt‘r from Dennis to Sliackletoii, 
August, 1717, says, “ There is a lady of fine genius in town 
who is going to jmblish her Avorks, and ISed’s translatiou 
will bo joined Avith it.” AVbo this lady was, or Avbetlier suck 
publication took place, dot‘s not appear. 

* The tttte Mr. — coininoiily calk'd “ Conversation” — Sharp. 
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One of his favourite poets at this time was Waller — “ Tis 
surprising how so much softness and so much grandeur 
could dwell in one soul !” But the great masters in the art, 
Shakespeare, Spenser, Milton, and Young, claimed his chief 
devotion ; and passages marked by grandeur, or vigour of 
thought and expression, were caught and retained for medi- 
tation. • The descriptive truth and solemn seriousness of 
the author of the Isight Thoughts made so deep an impres- 
sion that he could repeat long passages from memory ; and 
in a copy of the work which often Ibrmed a travelling com- 
panion in his youthful days, the following lines, stated to be 
in his handwriting, have been mentioned as written on one 
of the fly-leaves : — 

Jove claim’d tlie verse old Homer sung*, 

But God himself inspired Young, 

Milton, as already hinted, was a still greater favourite, his 
daring flights and sublime conceptions on the most awful of 
all subjects being so much above the track, and perhaps the 
powers, of any other poet, lie always recommended the 
study of him to his son, and to all his younger friends, as 
exhibiting the highest possible range of mind in the English 
language ; and to the last, quoted him frequently both in 
conversation and in Avriting. 

Exercises of his imagination did not, however, supersede 
close observation and judgment upon the serious facts of 
life passing before him. One of these was the number and 
too frequent want of due discrimination in the cxet*ution of 
criminals, which many years afterwards drew forth liis 
humane interposition in England. In December, 1747, he 
commences a letter to Shackleton : “ There was a young 
fellow^ hanged here yesterday for robbing his master of a few 
guineas. A few days before another was pardoned for the 
murder of five men. Was not that justice ?” Some time 
afterw ards he is said to have first entered on political discus- 
sion or ridicule in reference to Mr. Henry Brooke, celebrated 
as the author of the “ Fool of Quality,’* and the tragedy of 
“ Gustavus Vasa,” which from its alleged patriotic sentiments 
w’as for a time interdicted representation. Another subject 
for wit, still more celebrated as a patriot, was Dr. Charles 
Lucas, a medical practitioner of Dublin, who commencing 
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reformer in the Corporation, was obliged to fly from Ireland 
by a foolish vote of the Irish House of Commons, designating 
Him “an enemy of his country.” No details of Burke’s 
papers on these local occurrences arc now known. The first 
he satirized as Diabetes ; the second as Epaminondas. 

When the heats engendered by the French Ee volution 
assailed even his memory, it was said tluit he had quitted 
the University witliont a degree. Tliis is untrue. He com- 
menced A.B. 23rd February, 1748, and proceeded A.M. 
1751. No irregularities in college life have been laid to his 
charge. He joined a large body of studcnits in ])unishing, 
or rather in forcing an ajmlogy on their knees in the ctdlege 
courts, from certain persona who liad abused them for taking 
tlio ])art of Thomas Slieridan in the greatAheatrical riot in 
1747 wliich drove him for a time from Dublin. Burke’s 
description of' the proceedings in one of his letters is minute. 
It appears that tlu^ Lords Justices, who govern the kingdom 
in the ahaenc(‘ of the Lord-Ineutenant, gave the youthful 
mob, wlio amount i‘d to more than one hundred, well armed, 
and had forced o])en houses in order to find the offenders 
against their dignity, only a slight repriimnid for this breach 
of the public ]H)ace. Shortly before this he had experienced 
a narrow esca|>e from death or serious injury. “ As 1 sat in 
a shop und(‘r Di(‘k's coflbe lu)use, the back house which 
ioined it fell, and buried Pue the cotlee house keeper and 
his wife in the ruins.” And duly chronicling more comic 
misadventures on the same day ttdls of a long chase through 
the streets after hi.s liat and wiy which had be(‘ji blown ofi‘. 

From the first his destination was the Bar. In that day 
it formed the gr(‘at aim of the young men of Ireland dis- 
tinguished for talents and ambition, more perhaps as an in- 
troduction to the House of Commons and thence to public 
dignities, than simply as a profitable j)rofossion or for dis- 
tinction in the scJence of jurisprudence. To his studies there is 
allusion iiithe juvenile correspon deuce of 8hackleton, who says, 
“Tell Burke if I don’t get a h'tter from liiiii to-morrow he 
shall plead no c.nuse of mine when he is c'oiinsel ; from that day 
Libera nos Domine, for I belit've I sliall grow very litigious.” 
On the 23rd April, 1747, his name was enrolled at the 
Middle Temple. Early in 1750 lie reached London in order 
to keep the customary terms ; and in a letter to his Quaker 
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fiiend, 20th February, mentions the introduction of the Bill 
for the alteration of the Calendar by the Earl of Chesterfield. 
On the 2iid !May liis naiiie appears again as entering into 
bond, his sureties being John Burlie, Serjt'ant’s Inn, Fleet 
Street, and Thomas Kelly, of the ]Middli* Tem])le. 

Bemoval from the paternal roof ]irobably occasioned no 
serious regret. 11 is father, though a man of character and 
integrity, possessed an unhapjn tianper, which the most 
sensitive in the family necessarily lelt tlu‘ most. Several 
allusions to it appear in tlii' juvenile corn'spondence. Dennis 
writes, November 21, 17 17 : “ ]My dear friiuid Burke leads a 
very unhappy life from Ins father's temper; and what is 
worse, there is no prospect of belt ('ring it. He must not 
stir out at night by any means, and if he stays at home 
there is some new sid)j(‘ct for abuse. Thert^ is but one 
bright spirit in the family, and tluy’d willingly destroy it. 
All the little oddities whicli aj*e found in mt'ii of genius and 
are below their cart', are (‘teriial matter for railing with them. 
Pity liim, and wish a changt*, is all 1 can do. * * * Care, 

I believe, wears as many sha])e.s as tlu're are nu'n, but that 
is the most intolerable which ])roceeds from want of liberty. 
This is my friend's ease, who told me this morning he wants 
that jewel of life, ‘ IVaee of mind and his troui)le was so 
great that be often forms desjuTate n'solutions. Garret 
suffers equally, but is less sensible of it ; for the purest 
spirits feel best.” 


ClIAPTEK II. 


First Impressions of London and En;j:liind prenerally — Contemplates an 
Attern])t for the Ln^fic Ihofe.^snrMnp of Glas^'-r.v — Ueport about JSt. 
Omer — Letter to liis Father— An Asiatic acquaintance— Idea of a 
Wife — First Puhlicatioas. 

His first impressions on viewing the English metropolis 
are vividly expressed in a letter to his school-fellow already 
mentioned, Mr. Mattiiew Smith. The allusions to West- 
minster Abbey and the House of Commons, “ the chosen 
temples of fame,” as he said on another occasion, will bo 
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esteemed by those who look to auguries sufBciently remark- 
able. The whole » in a peculiar degree (expressive of cha- 
racter, the reflections, ingenious, just, and evini profound 
like those of most of his future letters, which though written 
with a flowing pen, were by many believed to be studied 
compositions. 

“ You’ll expect some short account of my journey to tliis 
great city. To tell you the truth, I madc^ ^'ery few remarks 
as I rolled along, for my mind was o(*cupied witli many 
thoughts, and my eyt^s often filled with te^ars, when I 
reflected on idl the dear friends I left behind ; yet th(‘ 
prospects could not fail to attract i he attention of the most 
indiflerent : country seats s])rijdded round on every sido, 
some in the modern taste, some in th(‘ s?tyl(‘ of old De 
Coverley Hall, all smiling on the ni‘at but humble cottage ; 
every village as neat and compact as a bee-lii\e, resounding 
with the busy hum of industry ; and inns like palaces. 

“ What a contrast to our poor country, where you’ll 
scarce find a cottagt* omameutt'd with a cldnimw ! But 
w^hat pl(*ased me most of all was th(‘ progress of agriculture, 
my favourite study, and my favourite juirsuit, if Providence 
had blessed me with a flnv paternal acres. 

“A description of Jjondon and its native's would fill a 
volume. The buildings are very line : it may he called the 
sink of vice: but its h()S[)itals and charitabli' institutions, 
whose turrets j)ieree the skies like so many (‘leetrical 
conductors, avert the wrath of Ih'aven. The inhabitants 
may be divided into two classes, tin* vtuioers and the undone ; 
generally so, 1 say, for I am persuaded there are many men 
of honesty, and women of virtue in every street. An 
Englishman is cold and distant at iirst ; he is very cautious 
even in forming an acquaintance; he must know' you wi'li 
before he enters into friendship with you ; but il' he docs, he 
is not the first to dissolve that sacred bond : in short, a real 
Englishman is one that performs more than he ])r()mises ; in 
company he is rather sikmt, extremely ])rndeuf in his 
expressions, even in politics, his favonriUj to])ic. I'lu' 
women are not quite so reserved ; they consult their glasst s 
to the best advantage ; and as nature is very libc'ral in tier 
gifts to their persons, and even minds, it is not easy for a 
young man to escape their glances, or to shut his ears to 
^heir softly flowing accents. 

D 
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‘‘ As to the stare of learning in this city, you know I have 
not been long enough in it to form a proper judgment of 
that subject. I don’t think, however, there is as much 
respect paid to a man of letters on this side of the wafer as 
you imagine. 1 don’t find that genius, the ‘ ratli primrose, 
which forsaken dies,’ is patronized by any of the nobility, so 
that writers of the first talents are left to the capricious 
patronage of the j)ublic. Kotwithstanding discouragement, 
literature is cultivated in a high degree. Poet ry raises her 
enchanting voice to heaven. History arrests the wings of 
Time in his flight to the gulf* of oblivion. Philosophy, the 
queen of arts, and tlu‘ daughter of heaven, is daily extending 
her intellectual empire. Fancy sports on airy wing like a 
meteor on tin! bosom of a summer cloud ; and even 
Metaphysics spins her cobwebs, and catches some flies. 

“ The House of Commons not unfrequently exhibits 
explosions of eloquence that rise superior to those of Cfreece 
and Rome, even in their proudest days. Yet, after all, 
a man will make more by the figures of arithmetic than the 
figures of rhetoric, unless he can gt‘t into the trade w'iiid, 
and then he may sail secim*. over Pactolean smids. As to 
the stage, it is sunk, in my opinion, into the lowt*st degi’ee ; 
1 mean with regard to the trash that is exhibitt‘d on it ; but 
I don’t attribute this to the taste ot* tlie audien(*e, for W’hen 
Shakspeare warbles his ‘ native w'ood-notes,’ the boxes, pit, 
and gallery, are crowded — and the gods are true to every 
w ord, if pro])erly winged to the heart. 

‘•Soon after my arri\al in town I visiUd Wcstminstc^^r 
Abbey : the moment 1 entered I ielt a kind of awe pervade 
my mind w hich I cannot describe ; the very silence seemed 
sacred. Henry the Seventh’s chapel is a very fine piece of 
Gothic architecture, particularly the roof ; but 1 am told 
that it is exceeded by a chapel in the University of Cam- 
bridge. Mrs. Nightingale’s monument has not been praised 
beyond its merit. The attitude and exj)ression of the 
husband in endeavouring to shield his wdfi^ from tlie dart of 
death, is natural and affecting. But I always thought that 
the image of death would be much better r(‘presented wuth 
an extinguished torch inverted, than with a dart. Some 
would imagine that aU these monuments w'cre so many 
monuments of folly ;—l don’t think so ; w hat useful lessons 
of morality and sound philosophy do they not exhibit! 



1751. ExcunsiOKS in England. 35 

When the hi<;h-l)oni beauty surveys her face in the polished 
parian, though dumb the marble, yet it tells her that it was 
placed to guard tlie nmmius of as tine a form, and as fair a 
face as her own. They show besides how anxious we are to 
extend our loves and friendshi])s beyond the grave, and to 
snatch as niucli as we can from oblivion — such is our natural 
love of immortality ; but it is here that letters obtain the 
noblest triumphs ; it is here that t]i(‘ swarthy daughters of 
Cadmus may hang tiudr trophies on high ; for when all the 
pride of the chisel and the pomp of iieraldry yield to the 
silent touches of time*, a singh' line, a half-worn-out inscrip- 
tion, remain faitliful to tlieir trusl. Idlest be the man tliat 
first iutroduc(‘d thes(‘ ^trallgers into our islands, and may 
they iK'ver want protection or merit ! 1 hav^ not the least 

doubt that the finest jxH^m in the English language, I mean 
IVIiiton's 11 Pi'U.Ncroso, was composed in ihe long-resounding 
aisle of a mouldering cloister or ivv'd ahhey, Yvt after all 
do you hnow that J would rather sleep in the southern 
corner of a little count rv ehureh-yard, than in the tomb of 
the Capulets. 1 should lilos liowe\er, that my dust should 
mingle with kindred dust. The good old (‘xpression ‘family 
burying- ground’ has something pleasing ii. it, at least to 
me.” 

During the first few' years of his stay in London, tire 
vacations wcr(‘ di voted to an examination of the interior of 
the country, and sometimes cro^s!ng to Ireland. In 1751, 
as already immtioned, he took his master’s degree, and 
is believed to have imuU* some stay in Cork. Health, 
as much as curiosity, forim d the inducimumt to these excur- 
sions. The former ('outiiiued delieah' and ill adapted to 
severe study, though this does not st'em to liave relaxed his 
diligence in any degree tow’ards general literature ; and that 
the remedial means adopted did not w holly fail of eliect, we 
have his own testimony. 

AVriting to IShaekicton, Ajml 5, 1751, he says, “ I am 
much obliged to you, my good friend, for your desire of 
knowing my allairs, lieally tliey are sueli as nothing but 
friendship could have ajiy delight in knowing. ]My health 
is tolerable, thank God ; my studies too in the same degree, 
and my situation not disagre(?able. I intend soon to be a 
good distance from tow n, in hopes of bettering all three, as 
, well as lessening my expenses.” In another letter of the 
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Bame year, dated 3 1st August, from Monmouth, whither he had 
proceeded from Bath and Bristol, he alludes playfully to his 
more juvenile writings ; hopes his present exercises (alluding 
to the law) may be attended with better success than his 
literary studies, on the ground that “though a middling poet 
cannot be endured, there is some quarter £or a middling 
la'v^er/* 

To the same correspondent, September 28, 1752, dated 
from the house of a Mrs. Druce, Turlain, n(‘ar Bradford in 
Wiltshire, where, in company with William Burke, he made 
some stay enjoying the amusements of the country, he 
describes how the preceding part of the year had been 
employed, “ Since 1 had your letter 1 have often shifted the 
scene. I sperit part of the winter, that is, term-time, in 
London and part in Croydon in Surrey ; about the beginning 
of summer linding myself attacki‘d with my old complaint 
(an atfcction of the chest, and a pain in the sid(% mentioned 
in the juvenile correspondence), I went once more to 
Bristol, and found the same benefit ; 1 thank God for it.” 

Whether he found the law, as a profession, alien to his 
habits, his health inc^ompetent to its persevering pursuit, or 
became weaned from it by that attachment to general litera- 
ture which has in so many other instances of mmi of genius 
proved irresistible, it is certain that his views soon changed. 
At the expiration of the usual time he was not called to the 
bar. 

In London lie met many old friends, scliool and college 
acquaintance. W ith Dr. Brocklesbv, tlien pushing his way 
as physician, he renewed his acquaintance ; and with Dr. 
Joseph Fenn Sleigh, already mentioned, who was finishing 
his studies, commenced it. Both were Quakers, and both 
afterwards quitted that persuasion. About the same period 
the late Arthur Murphy, then carrying on the Gray’s Inn 
Journal, hearing the acquirements of his young countryman, 
Burke, loudly praised by some mutual friends, gained an 
introduction to him, and on the first inteniijw assented to 
the general opinion of his being a superior young man : an 
impression which every succeeding meeting served to 
increase. The diversity of his knowledge, and the force and 
originality of his obsen’ations, were striking. In history, 
politics, polite letters, and philosophy, there seemed little 
with which he was not familiar. His attachment to the 
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latter, ** queen of arts, and daughter of heaven,” as he had 
called her in the letter to Smith, was so strong, that it is not 
surprising he should wish to unite his interest with his 
taste, in the idea entertained about this time of trying for 
the professorship of logic, then vacant in the University of 
Gllasgow. 

A principal indueeinent to this step was probably the 
recollection that Irthind had more tliaii once supplied the 
Scottish seats of learning with eminent men. Her last and 
greatest })resent to tlu^ University in question was, in the 
language of Hugald St(‘wart, “the profound and eloquent” 
Dr. Francis Hutclu'son. Horn in the north of Ireland and 
settling aftcTwards in Dublin, he soon became distinguislied 
by his writings as ont‘ of the lirst philosophers of his age. 
A dissenter at a time when dissenters were looked ujxm 
with an evil ey(‘, he enjoyed the friendship and protection of 
Primate Eoiilter, Arclibisho]) King, Hishoj) Synge, Lords 
M('leswortli, OJranvilh*, and others, th(‘ most eminent in that 
country for virtue Jind lalimts. His fanu‘ at length drew jin 
invitation to tlie lbiiv(*rsity of Glasgow in 1729, iirst to tlie 
Logic, and tlu'n io the Moral Philosophy Chair; an event of 
great moiiuMit in the intellectual and literary history of 
Scotland. His c(‘lebrity attracted a vtTv largt* class from all 
parts of the country. He was the immediate precursor of 
Adam tSmitli, Kt'id, Beattie, Ferguson, and others; the in- 
structor of some (»f them, and from his ct'lebrity, a source of 
interest and emulation to all. The ingenuity and ehxjuence 
of his lect ur(‘s, says the distinguished ])hiloso})her already 
quoted, “ contributed very powerfully to ditiuse in Scotland 
that taste for analytical discussion and that sj)irit of liberal 
inquiry, to which the world is indebted for some of the most 
valuable ])roductions of the eighteenth century.” And again, 
“ Dr. Hutcheson, of Glasgow , by his excellent writings and 
still more by his elo(]uent lectures, had diffused among 
a numerous race of ])Uj)ils a liberality of sentiment aiul 
a refinement of taste, unknow n before in this part of the 
island.” 

* U])on this eminent man, whose “ Inquiry into the Origin 
of our Ideas of Beauty and A^irtue,” is believed to have sug- 
gested the idea at least of the “ Inquiry into the Origin of 
our Ideas of the Sublime and Heautiful,” our young adven- 
turer had his eye, in aiming at running perhaps a similar 
career of philosopliical fame. 
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Scotsmen, he understood, were no less fond of abstrac- 
tions in the schools, than they are of the more substantial 
realities of active life. To suit their taste in the former 
respect he laid in, in addition to an unusually ample stock 
of general knowledge, a large adventure in metaphysics, — 
no less than a refutation of the systems of his own country- 
man the celebrated Berkeley, and of Hume. There is also 
no reason to doubt, for his owm words to Malone are decisive 
of the fact, that he had at this time sketched the outline of 
the essay alluded to as an additional claim to the vacant 
chair. This honour be failed to obtain ; under what particu- 
lar circumstances is not now known. It is certain that he 
never proceeded to public competition ; but being in that 
quarter of tlie^ island, and probably liearing that tlie office 
was to be awarded to the successful competitor in a j)ublic 
trial of skill, he took the resolution of conti‘sting the palm 
with the Scottish literati, until iiifoniK'tl that certain 
private arrangeincnts in the university and city, rendered 
any such attempt hopeless. The inquiry made of Principal 
Taylor is satisfactory as to Burke having been a candidate, 
but not as to the exact date, liis successful competitor was 
Mr. James Clow.* 


• Since the above was written, the writer has l)een favoured with the 
following' communication from Mr. Dugaid Stewart: — 

“ I am very doubtful of tlie fact that ever lUirkt' was a candidate for a 
professor>hip in (jiiasirow. I remember perfectly ii CDiiversatioii with Mr. 
(Adam) Smith on the subject, in the course of which lie said that the 
story was extremely current, but 1h* knew of no evidence ujHm whicli it 
rested ; and he suspected it took its rise entirely I’rom an opinion which 
he liad ex})ressed at Glasgow ujton the publication of Burke’s book on the 
Sublime and Beautiful, that the author of tluit book would be a great 
aciiuisifion to the College, if he would accept of u chair.” 

This ojiinion, though entitled %o every respect, is not decisive. The 
evidence is rather the other way ; for the story is not only old, but was 
repeated three or four times in print during Mr. Burke’s life, and on one 
occasion came immediately under hi'' eyt: without receiving any formal 
contradiction, wliich, as it did not Ciuiie under the liead .slander, he might 
have deigned to give it. 'I’he name of his more suecessfiil opjionent also 
is expressly mentioned. In several interviews jirevious to his death Mith 
the late Br. Gilhes, the historian of Greece, after many per.sonal conij>ii- 
ments and some animated encomiums on Burke, he said. — “ He was once 
near having a chair, in my college, that is (iliisgow.” I said I had 
endeavoured to establish that point, but found ilie fact doubted ]>oth 
before the publication of iny biography and since. “ Sir, there no dovht 
vpon the mutter, I mw many year* ago, a letter oj thunlus from him, to 
J*rinci}>(il Leechinan, on the subject'* This, if correct, would be decisive ; 
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He returned with undiminisbcd spirit to his studies ; aud 
to what continued to he a favourite cnjoj^ment, occasional 
excursions through the country. Having extended his 
journey to France, it was believed by many who knew the 
falsehood of tlui report of his having been educated at St. 
Oiner, tliat he had simply visited that town. But even this 
is not the fact. He observed at his own table more than 
once, “ Tie could not but consider it a remarkable circum- 
stance (in allusion to this report) that in three or four 
journeys he had mad(‘ in France, St. Omer happened to be 
tlie chief place in the northern provinces which he had newer 
visited previous to tlu' year 1773, and this not from design, 
but accident.” INlr. AVilkes us(‘d pleasantly to say that this 
rumour reiniiuh'd liim of the three black croivs, and gave the 
following account of its origin. “ In rejdy to an argument 
used by Ilurke in the House, somebody said it was only fit 
for a Jesuit to urge*. It was clear from liis accent, name, 
and connexions, that ho was an Irishman: an Irishman, and 
a papist, in the* ojiiuions of some of our hoiu'st country 
gentlemen, were synonymous: St. Omer contained a Jesuit 
seminary : at tliis seniimiry many Irish priests were edii- 
cat(*d : — erao^ it was a cl(*ar case among the wise men of 
Gotham, that Burke must he a Jesuit, and must have been 
educated at 8t. Omer.” 

From the imlistiiud notices which can now la; collected, 
it is said, that his curiosity was vt'ry active ; the ideal and 
simply beautiful being mingled with t lie useful ; and pictures 
and statues, a farm-yard, a mine, or a manufaetorv, Avere 
equally subjects for investigation. His more sedentary 
pursuits were followed with a degree of assiduity which 
vh^icious nu'u uudt'rvaliu* ; but Avhich more sober judgments 
know to be a good substitute for all other talents. His 
application Avas uiiAvearied. TJidike most persons of vivid 
hiiicy, he had good sense (*nough to recollect, that the most 
brilliant imaginat ions should not only have Avings to fly, but 
legs to stand upon; in oilier Avords, that gi'iiius, unpropped 
hy knowledge, may serve to amuse, but Avill rarely he useful 
in the more imjiurtant concerns of mankind. 

Tlie desire to acquire and the drudgery of acquiring, AA^erc 
promoted by habits of life, Avhich concurring testimony A\*ent 

hut the I)octor at liis udvtineed tif^c, may have eonlbuuded the electiuii ot 
Burke as Lord Hector with that to tlie Logic chair. 
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to prove were more tlian commonly equable and temperate. 
Moderation in the pleasurable enjoyments of youth seemed 
so much a gift from nature, that at a period of life when 
the passions too often run riot, he was either free from 
vicious and irregular propensities, or possessed the next best 
gift of Providence, — the power to control them. His 
excesses were not in dissipation, but in study. He gave 
way to no licentious inclinations. He did not know a single 
game at cards ; and wine was no further a favourite than as 
it contributed to social intercourse, of which he was at 
ever}' p(‘riod of life, with literary and scientific men, ex- 
tremely fond, so far as the pleasures of conviviality could be 
enjoyed without its excesses. 

He who devotes his days to the treasuring up of know- 
ledge, may be permitted to set apart the evenings to recrea- 
tion. In Dublin, as we have seen, he had become attached 
to the drama from its inlimate relation to literature, to 
poetry, and to the displays it affords of human nature in 
various aspects. To an inhabitant of a vast metropolis like 
London, the theatre is almost the natural resort of a literary 
mau ; for there even when most in search of ndaxation, he 
may find some not unprofitable employment for the mind. 

By Arthur Murphy who had by this time attempted the 
stage as a profession, by many of the leading theatrical 
critics \\ho frequented the Grecian Coffee House, and by 
several brother Templars equally fond of dramatic amuse- 
ments, he was introduced to some of the jirincipal perfor- 
mers. Among these was Garrick, from whom he confessed 
to have profited in oratorical action and in tlui management 
of his voice, at w hose table he saw' many of the most dis- 
tinguished characters of the age, and where his talents and 
powers of conversation becam<‘ more generally known. To 
Macklin also, at whose debating society which flourished 
for a few' mouths in 1754,116 is believed to have made his 
first attempt at public speaking, and wdiom it is said he re- 
commended soon after to Mr. Wedderbimi then coming 
forw'ard at the bar, in order to get rid of his Scottish accent. 
To the celebrated IMrs. (or Miss) Wotlington, sowellknow'u 
in the annals of the theatre for the possession of beauty, 
w'it, vivacity, fnscination of manners, and very considerable 
powers of mind, in fact for almost every thing but that 
which alone can make a woman respectable — virtue. Men 
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of high rank, of learning, of wealth, of wit, and even of 
morals, sought her society, and at her house he extended his 
acquaintance. 

About this period he first entertaiu('d the idea of trying 
his fortune in the American colonies ; a purpose not relin- 
quished for more than two years afterward. But at this 
moment finding his father to be strongly averse to the 
design, he surrendered his own decided conviction of its 
utility to a sense of filial submission, expressed in the follow- 
ing dutiful lettiT.* 

“ Honoured Sir, 

“ I had a h'tter by the last post from Mr. Nagle (his 
uncle), in which he tells me that he gave you my letter, and 
informs me at the same time of tlie recc^^tion which the 
proposal it contained met with from you and the family. I 
am 1 o^Yll surprised, and v(Ty much conc(Tned that this 
proposal should prove any cause (‘ither of grief or anger to 
vou; certain 1 am that nolhing ever was further from my 
inclination than (he least intention of making it so. 

When I informed you of my design, it was not to 
d('clare any d(‘termiju‘d resolution which 1 liad taken, but to 
desire your oj)iiiion on an affair which I beliewed it advisable 
for me to engage* in. This affair seemed to me neither to be 
wrong in itself, nor unattemded with a reasonable prospect 
of success. I j)ro])ose(l it to you, as I must and ought to 
])ropose to you ajiy thing 1 think to my advantage, with a 
view of having your advice uj>on every material step I sliould 
take in it. This is what in j)rudence I ought to have done, 
and wdiat every motive of duty and gratitude ought to have 
obliged me to do. I have nothing nearer my luairt than to 
make you easy ; and 1 havt* no selieme or design, how'ever 
reasonabhi it may seem to me, that 1 would not gladly 
sacrifice to your quiet and submit to your judgment. You 
have surely had trouble eiiougliwith a severe disorder, with- 
out any addition from uneasiness at my conduct.” 

(Here this written on n sheet of foolscap, becomes unintelligible from 

.part being torn away and defaced ; but by the few words which remain, 


• Rescued, among several others of his letters, from a curious repository, 
the lining of un old family arm-chair, by some relatives in tlie county of 
Galway ; and transmitted to Mr. Havilaud Burke, who communicated the 
originals to the writer. 
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it is apparent that a place of credit “ in ontqf ihe provinces''* (of America) 
was vacant, which he had been offered; and havin'^ consulted some 
persons upon the propriety of acct ptiii}' it, “ tliey all to a man highly 
approved of it.” The conclusion of the letter remains entire.) 

“ I shall therefore follow your wishes, not witli reluctance 
but with pleasure ; and really nothing has this long time 
chagrint'd me so much, as to find tliat tlie proposal of this 
matter has been disagreeable to you : I ought to have a 
satisfaction in desiring your judgment in what ever appeared 
to my advantage, as tliis strongly did. I shall be ready to 
yield to it always, and to go to Ireland wluui you think 
proper, and the end, for which you desire I should go, can 
be answered. 

“ I feel to the bottom of my soul for all you have this 
long time sutfered from your disorder, and it grieves me 
deeply to tliink that at such a time your sullerijigs should 
be at all increast‘d by any thing which looks ill-judged in 
my conduct. !May Gi>d make them lighter (‘very moment, 
and continue to you and my mother very man) very happy 
years, and every blessing 1 ought to wish you l‘or your care, 
your tenderness, and your indulgimce to me. 1 am in some 
trouble and anxiety about this matter; but in rc'al truth, in 
all my designs I shall have nothing more at heart than to 
show myself to you and my mother a dutiful, ailed ionate, 
and obliged son. 

“ EnMrxi) IJuiiKE. 

“ London, March 11, 1755.” 

An accidental meeting in St. .Tam e.s’s Park at this time 
made him tlui friend of a very enterprising and original cha- 
racter, who though a native of the East, nearly unknown in 
England, and consequently appearing in rat her a qu(‘st ionable 
shap(‘, presented evidences of a mind so much above his 
situation as to claim count enan(.*e and protection from the 
generous! V disposed. This man, with a little more of the 
favour of fortune, might have turned out ont* of the most 
conspicuous, as he was one of the most adventurous, spirits 
of modern times. iSir W. Jones thus writc'S of liim (May, 
178G), to Sir John Maepherson, Govt'rnor-Geiieral of 
India : 

“ I have already thanked you for your attentions tc 
Emin, and I beg to rept^at them ; many in England will bo 
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equally thankful. He is a fine fellow ; and if active service 
should be required, he would seek nothing so much as to be 
placed in the most perilous edge of the battle.'’ When 
Burke discovered him, he was not then, as afterward, known 
to the Duke of Northumberland and other men of rank and 
station. But he was in distress. That was enough for his 
new Irish friend, who, according to Emin’s account, took him 
home to his apartments at the Pope’s Head, a bookseller’s 
near the Temple, made him his amanuensis in transcribing 
the su])po8ed letter of Lord Bolingbroke and the treatise on 
tlie Sublime and Beautiful, told him not to despair however 
apparently ho])eless liis condition, hut to ])ut his trust in Grod ; 
and seldom missed a day without seeing and consoling him. 
On the lirst meeting, Emin begged to be/avoured with his 
name : “ Sir, it is Edmund Burke. I am a runaway son 
from a father, as you are.” He then prt‘S(‘ni(.‘d him half a 
guinea, saying, U])on my honour this is what I have at 
present — j)lease to accept of it.” Above thirty years after- 
wards, ^lareh, 1789, the })atron ri‘plied to an address from 
liim in a letter to be found in the ]\l(‘moir of tSir W. Jones, 
in which their acquaintance is noticed. 

“Tliere art' many changes here of all kinds since you left 
us. Th(‘ Dukt' of Northumberland, your friend, is dead. 
INIrs. ^Montagu is still alive, ajid when 1 see her 1 shall pu^ 
her in mind of you. Many changes, too, of a much moR* 
striking natun* have liappened since you and ] bt't'amo ae- 
tpiainted. Who could havt' thought the day I lirst saw you 
in St. James’s Park that tins kingdom would rule the 
grt'atcr ])art of India ? Ihii kingdoms rise and pass aw’ay — 
emperors are captivt' and blinded — pedlars bt'couu* eiiH)erors.” 

Distinction in literature as one of his youthful and latest 
passions, was sought jio less b> that (‘arly maturity of mind of 
which his letters and contemporary testimony furnish evi- 
dence, than the natural desire of advancing his fortune and 
reputation. Erequent intercourse Avith the literary society of 
the metropolis would necessarily ins[)ire the wish to test the 
vigour of his jx'ii by comparing it with that of others through 
the usual medium of tlie press, d’he state of letters in 
London, to wdiich he alludi*s in a ])revious communication, 
hy observing that much more was to he made by the figures 
of arithmetic than the figures of rhetoric, does not indeed 
appear to have inspired any very sanguine exjiectations of 
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authorship being a source of pecuniary advantage. But the 
disappointment experienced in the projected transatlantie 
expedition, in all probability became an additional stimulus 
to endeavour to distinguish himself in this or some other 
leading department of life. His finances were narrow. The 
paternal allowance did not exc(‘ed one hundred pounds per 
annum, or occasionally a little mort*. Any thing additional 
which literature might produce would nec(‘ssarily be desirable, 
as adding to his means of enjoyment, his little benevolences, 
as in the instance just mentioned of Emin, or to his informa- 
tion by travelling. That he had his eye early drawn to this 
source of income appears from a communication in the juve- 
nile correspondence, December 24, 1747, in speaking of his 
friend Dennis. ‘‘Don’t you think had he money to bear 
his charges but ’twere his best course to go to London ? I 
am told that a man who writes, can’t miss lliere of getting 
some bread, and possibly good. I heard t]u‘ other day of a 
gentleman who maintained himself in the study of the law 
by writing pamphlets in favour of the ministry.” 

The first productions of even great writtTs are seldom 
preserved, and are perhaps seldom worth preserving. His do 
not seem to have escaped the general fat(‘. There is no doubt 
that some were published previous to those which appear 
first in his works, though nothing more than vague rumour 
can be ascertained respecting them now. Even liis pocun on 
the Blackwater, so much applaiid(‘d by his young friends, 
appears to be lost, his father having borrowed it with some 
early letters from London from IShaekleton and never re- 
turned them. 

One piece was believed by Murphy to be a poem, or 
poetical translation from the Latin, which is not improbable 
Soon after his arrival in London he is said to have written 
to Ireland for anecdotes to engraft into concise accounts of 
Henry Brookt*, whom he had assailed as a politician, but whom 
he found of more importance than he expected, and also of his 
new acquainlancte Mrs. Woffington. Tiiese, with the poetry 
in question, may possibly be traced by the more diligent 
collectors of the pamphlets and periodical publications of 
the time. The Essay on the Drama, preserved in his works, 
is believed to be of the same date. So also may be many of 
the materials collected for a work on the condition of the 
Homan Catholics of Ireland, which are likewise among his 
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posthumous remains. Politics were probably not neglected ; 
and in criticism, for which his range of information and keen- 
ness of remark offered peculiar facilities, he is supposed to 
have written much. 

His first avowed work, the “ Vindication of Natural So- 
ciety,” which came out in the spring of 1756, may be in fact 
termed a piece of philosophical criticism couched in the guise 
of serious irony. It was an octavo pamphlet of 106 pages ; 
and originated in an opinion generally expressed in bterary 
society, of the style of Lord Bolingbroke being not only the 
best of that time, but in itself wholly inimitable. Some 
favour also was felt by a f(‘w for what were called his philo- 
sophical opinions which had been published in March, 1754. 

The design of the piece was to produce*a covert mimicry 
both of that writer’s style and princi])les; and particularly by 
])iishing the hittt*r to tiieir ullimate results, to force conviction 
on the mind of the readtT of their unsoundness, by showing 
tliat the arguments employed by the Peer against religion, 
applied as strongly against every other institution of civilized 
men. His lordship’s philosophy, such as it was, was the 
newest ])attern of the day, and of course excited considerable 
notice as coming from a man w'ho had made so conspicuous 
a figure in politics ; and whose cari‘er, after a youth spent 
in the stews, and a manhood in turbulence and disaffection 
to the govenniuMit of his country, sei*med ap])roj)riately ter- 
minated by an old age ot* infidelity. Accustomed to disre- 
gard honest and wise opinions on other matters, he wanted 
courage to sh(‘w his conttaupt of them on this ; but at his 
death left to Mallet, a brother infidi*!, the olHce of ushering 
his benevolent legacy of deism into light ; which drew from 
Hr. Johnson, wlum asked his opinion of it, the exclamation, 
“ A scoundrel ! who sjient his life in charging a popgun 
against Christianity ; and a coward ! who afraid of the report 
of his own gun, h'ft half-a-crowu to a hungry Scotchman to 
draw the trigger after his death,” 

The imitation was so perfect as to constitute identity 
rather than resemblance. Ijord Chesterfield, Bishop War- 
burton, and others, for a short time believed it genuine. 
Mallet went to Hodsley’s, when filled wdth literati, pur- 
posely to disavow it. I t w^as not merely the language, style, 
and general eloquence of the original which had been caught ; 
but the whole mind of the noble author, his train of thought. 
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and the power to enter into liis conceptions, seemed to be 
transfused into the pen of his imitator with a fidelity and 
“ grace beyond the reach of art.” Several able critics of the 
present day have expressed their admiration of it in strong 
terms. One of tlunn, in a celebrated periodical work, Edin- 
burgh Keview, alluding to this power of copying an author 
in all his peculiarities, says, — 

“ In Burke’s imitation of Boliugbroke (the most perfect 
specimen perha])s that ever will exist of the art in question) 
we have all the qualities which distinguish the style, or we 
may indeed say the genius of that noble writer, concentrated 
and brought before us ; so that an ordinary rc'ader, who in 
perusing his genuine works merely felt himself dazzled and 
disappointed— delighted and wearied he could not tell why, 
is now' enabled to form a delinite and precise conception 
of the caus(‘s of th(>se opposite sensations — and to trace to 
the nobleness of the diction, and the inaccuracy of the 
reasoning — the boldness of the propositions, and tlu* rash- 
ness of the inductions — the magniticence of the pretcuisions, 
and the feebleness of the ]>erlbrmanee, those contradictory 
judgments with the confused result ol‘ which he had been 
perjdexed in his study of the original.” This tract was re- 
printed in 1705. Mr. Burke us(*d to mention at his table, 
that the lirst Lord Lytthdon told him that Lord Boling- 
broke never committed any ot* his works to papt‘r himself, 
but invariably dictat(’d to a secretary. This accounted for 
the tautology and repetitions so common in Ids writings. In 
company he was Ihumt and eloquent, speaking, or rather 
dictating to his hearers with an air of authority more r('- 
sembling the formal harangue of the House of Commons than 
the usual tone of convcTsation, and seldom allowing hims(‘h 
to be interniptc'd or contradicted. 

A few' months afterwards, in the same year, appeared “ A 
Philosophical Inquiry into the Origin of our Ideas of the 
Sublime and Bcautitul.” Of this celebrated work, iamiliar 
to men of libt'ral education, and one of oc(!asional re- 
ference in our universities, little more need be said than 
that it is perfectly original in the execution and design. 
Longinus indeed had written on the sublime, and Addison 
partially on grandimr and beauty ; but neither of them pro- 
foundly nor distinctly. They exemplify and illustrate rather 
than analyze or dive to the sources of those impressions on 
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the mind ; and tlioy even confound the sublime with the 
beautiful on many occasions. But this work marks the line 
between tiuMii so distinctly that they cannot well be mis- 
taken ; he invi*sti<,^atcs tb<‘ constituents and ay)])earances of 
each scientitically, and illustrat(*s liis views witli ^reat happi- 
ness. Johnson considered it a modi‘1 of true ])liilosophical 
criticism. Blair, wlio ])raises its orii^^inality and ingenuity, 
has j)ro{ited miicli by it in his remarks on sublimity and 
beauty, as wtB as in the theory of that often -discussed 
quality, taste, which in this work is justly observed to prevail 
in our minds either from a greater degree of natural sen- 
sibility, (»r from a(‘los(Tand longer attention to the object.” 

Toward th(‘ declim^ of liie, lu‘ was solicited by several 
intimate friends, ])articularly JSir Joshua Jt^yiiolds and Dr. 
Laurence, to revise and (‘ularge this treatise* by the addition 
of such facts and observations as thirty 3 H‘ars must have 
supplied. Th(‘ popularity of tin? work, they said, and the 
cxcelhuice of vhat was already done, fully deserved that it 
should be I’cnden'd as comph‘te as ])ossible. His reply 
usually was, that he was no hmger fit to pursiu* s])eeulativo 
matters of that sort. Jlis mind had been occupied so com- 
pletely by otluT and mon* active business, that he cotdd not 
recur to them with that (‘ase and satisfaction to himself 
which such inva'stigMtions recpiirc'd. Bi'sides, several other 
writers had |)ursue(l the track lu* had chalked out, so that 
there was little of novelt v to add. To Dr. Launmee he said, 
he was nevei- more lit for a])stract speculations than when at 
college and immcdialcly aft(*r\vards — that he had about that 
time Sjx'culated long and deeply — and in ])roof of the fact 
said, he had bt'gun his Essay on the kSublime and Beautiful 
before he was nineteen years old, and had kept it by him 
for seven years belV)re it was published. It was at the same 
period also h(! iiad written to confute Berkeley. 

As in dicat ivt^ ol’ character, of extensive and various obser- 
vation and accurate deduction, both these jU’oductions are 
reiiiarkabk*, particularly tlu^ latter considc‘ring the time of 
life at which it Avas written. Erom the nature of the 
.subject inde])endent of his own testimony, it is evident that 
it could not be a work of haste, but of much inquiry, of 
keen penetration, and of diligent remark, continued for a 
considerable period of time ; and was finished, as we have 
seen, before he was twenty-six ; an age at wdiich few mt'ii, 
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whatever theii* attainments, think of starting for one of the 
highest degrees in philosophy, much less are enabled to make 
good their claim to the distinction. Both works are 
evidences of a mind early and deeply reflective; investi- 
gating for itself; coming out of the inquiry not with a 
desire to shine in paradox, or to astonish the world by 
propounding something very new or very adverse to all 
received opinions, but with the conviction that the general 
belief of mankind in the main questions that interest them, 
religion, politics, and philosophy, is right. The simple, un- 
ornamented style of the Inquiry, is in good taste as applied 
to a philosophical subject. 

Continued application to these pursuits produced a tit of 
illness — too often the lot of the labourer in literature, 
whose existence, though gratifying to the pride of the 
human mind from real or fancied superiority over others, 
is in practice one of the most irksome. It admits of little 
relaxation. It must be pursued chiefly in solitudts Society, 
which dieers and animates most other men in their calling, 
becomes an impediment to the mort‘ brilliant eonc(q)tion8 of 
the author. His business is with books; his chosen com- 
p^ioiis, the mute yet vivacious offspring of the brain. 
Bound to his desk, either by ov(*r-ruling necessity or 
scarcely leas forcible inclination, the lighter (injo}'ments of 
life cannot be often tasted without interfering with the 
continuity of his pursuits. Before him lies tlie stated task 
—the page not of nature but of the ])riiit(‘r — to which he 
must sometimes unwillingly turn when more attractive 
objects invite him elsewhere. For the sun may shine, the 
fields look green, the flowers bloom in vain for him who 
in sallying forth to refresh liis jaded intellect or exhausted 
frame, must neglect the occupation whic*h possibly gives 
him subsistence. tSucli is the case now and then with tke 
too diligent student. Cumberland has given a recital of 
bodily suffering endured in the acquisition of learning ; and 
Burke, had he written his own life, might have told a story 
still more distressing. 

For the re-cslablishment of his health, Bath and Bristol 
were again resorted to with success. In tlie former city 
resided his countryman Dr. Christopher Nugent, a very 
amiable man and esteemed physician, who having some 
previous acquaintance with the patient, invited him to his 
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house as better adapted to tlie wants of an invalid. An 
attachment to his daujji^htc^r, Miss Jane Mary Nugent, was 
the result. Tlie guest oHiTed her nearly all he had at this 
time to oiler except v/hat his father supplied, his heart and 
hand, which were aecept(‘d. She was horn in the south of 
Ireland, thougli educated ehieily in England; her father a 
Eoman Catholic, hcT mother a rigid IVeslwterian ; who not 
only stipiilali'd fur tin* free enjoyment of Ikt own religion, 
but for th(‘ privilege of educating her daiightiTs in the same 
t(‘ni‘ts, ^\hich W(‘r(‘ strh-tly retained ])y Mrs. Burke. It 
has b(‘('ii asserted through ignoraiice or determined j)artv 
animosity, that she Avas a Komanist ; and among much other 
ahiis(‘ vi‘nt(‘d against her husband was, that he k(‘pt a Popish 
]>riest iji tht‘ hoiisi* for hei’, upon whom he uxercised his lovt‘ 
I'nr deist ical raillery. Tlu‘sc are sad evidence's of political 
malice, hut form an e]>itonH‘ of that “ hunt of obloquy,” in 
his own words. “ which has e\er pursued me with a full cry 
through lift*.” 

This union was to liim a source of comfort over after. 
-!\dd(‘d to atfectionate admiration of his talents, she ])0ssesscd 
acconqjlishiiK'nts, good smise, goodness of heart, and a 
sweetness of jnaniu'rs and dis])osit ion which scrv(*d to allav 
many of tlu' anxieties of his futur(‘ career — the labours tt) 
attain fame and iiuh'pt'ndcmv, the fretful moiiK'iits attmi- 
dant on si'vc'iv study, the irritations produced by party and 
jtolitical zeal, and t!i(‘ tianpestuous ])assions (*ngendcred by 
constant contt'utioii in actixe parliaim'ntary life. He re- 
])eatcdly declan'd that “ every care vanished the moment he 
entered under his o\\ ji roof.” He wroti' a beautifully de- 
scriptive ])rose j)aper. The idea of a wife, which he presented 
to her one nK)rniiigi»n tlu' anniversary of their marriage, deli- 
cately heading tlu' ]>a])er thus, “ The Character of ,” 

leaving her t(> fill up the blank. To his intimatt' friends also, 
the (‘arliest as well as the latest, she was I'qually a theme of 
praise. AVilliam Burlvt' thus writes other in March, 176G; 
— “Poor jVIrs. Jhirke has betm visited by a most severe 
cold; tht‘ (It'lii'acy ol* her frame, and that infinity of intrinsic 
worth that makes her dtair to us, raisial some anxious appre- 
hensions ; but, thank (lod ! shi* is so much better that our 
tears are no more.” IMadame H’Arblny and llaimah More 
bear testimony to her amiable manners in society. Men of 
genius are seldom so fortunate in their partners, or at least 

£ 
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seldom think themselves so. Bj nature an ideal race, they 
look perhaps for more perfections than commonly fall to the 
lot of frail humanity, and expecting to meet with angels, are 
sadly disappointed in finding mere women. 

The ideas of the piece alluded to partake of a high order 
of poetry, but perhaps more fully and distinctly expressed 
than the restricted nature of rhyme is likely to allow to any 
other than the efiusions of the very first poets. It is as 
follows ; — 


“ The Character of 

“ I intend to give my idea of a woman ; if it at all answers 
any original, I shall be pleased ; for if such a person as I 
would describe really exists, she must be far superior to my 
description : and such as I must love too w ell to be able to 
paint as I ought. 

“ She is handsome, but it is a beauty not arising from 
features, from complexion, or from shape ; she has all three 
in a high degree, but it is not by these she touches an heart ; 
it is all that sw'eetness of temper, benevolence, innocence, 
and sensibility, which a face can express that forms her 
beauty. 

“ She has a face that just raises your attention at first 
sight, it growls on you every moment, and you wonder it did 
no more than raise your attention at first. 

“ Her eyes have a mild light, but they aw e you when she 
pleases ; they command like a good man out of office, not by 
authority but by virtue. 

“Her features are not perfectly regular; tliat sort of 
exactness is more to be praised than to be loved ; for it is 
never animated. 

“ Her stature is not tall ; she is not made to be the 
admiration of every body, but the happiness of one. 

“ She has all the firmness that does jiot exclude delicacy : 
she has all the softness that does not imf)ly weakness. 

“ There is often more of the coquette show n in an affected 
plainness than in a taw^dry finery : she is always clean 
without preciseness or affection. Her gravity is a gentle 
thoughtfulness, that softens the features without discompos- 
ing them ; she is usually grave. 

“ Her smiles are inexpressible. 

“ Her voice is a low, soft music, not formed to rule in 



1757. 


IDEA or A WIFE. 


51 


public assemblies, but to charm those who can distinguish a 
company from a crowd ; it has this advantage, you must 
come close to her to hear it. 

“ To describe her body describes her mind ; one is the 
transcript of the other. Her understanding is not shown 
in the variety of matters it exerts itself on, but in the good- 
ness of the choice she makes. 

“ She does not display it so much in saying or doing 
striking things, as in avoiding such as she ought not to say 
or do. 

“ She discovers the right and wrong of things not by 
reasoning but sagacity : most women, and many good ones, 
have a closeness and something selfish, in their dispositions ; 
she has a true generosity of temper ; the most extravagant 
cannot be more unbounded in their libenility, the most 
covetous not more cautious in the distribution. 

“No person of so few years can know the world better ; 
no person was ever less corrupted by that knowledge. 

“ Her politen(*sa seems to flow rather from a natural 
disposition to oblige, than from any rules on that subject ; 
and therefore never fails to strike those who understand 
good breeding and those who do not. 

“She docs not run with a girlish eagerness into new 
friendships, which, as th(*y have no foundation in reason, 
serve only to multiply and embitter disputes; it is long 
before she chooses, but then it is fixed for ever ; and the 
first hours of romantic friendships an' not warmer than hers 
after the la])se of years. As she never disgraces her good 
nature by severe reflections on any body, so she never 
degrades her judgim'iit by immoderate or ill-placed praises ; 
for every thing violent is contrary to her gentleness of 
disposition and the evenness of her virtue ; she has a steady 
and firm mind, which takes no more from the female 
character than the solidity of marble does from its polish 
and lustre. She has such virtues as make us value the 
truly gr(*at of our own sex ; she has all the winning graces, 
that makes us love even the faults we see in the weak and 
beautiful of hers.” 

The war then lately commenced with France exciting 
attention to the American colonies as one of the chief points 
in dispute, there came out in April, 1757, in two volumes. 
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octavo, “An Account of tbe European Settlements in 
America.” 

Doubts have boon started whether he was sole or joint 
author of this work. Kichard, who had now' joined him 
from Iri'laud, and IVilliam Burke w ere supposed to have 
lent their aid, though the former was not a literary man, the 
latter very little so ; and his assistance, if any, no more than 
that of amauutaisis or reading for references. Nearly all its 
])agcs bear traces of the superior workman — a little am* 
bitious perhaps in stylo, aiming at ttTseness and brevity, the 
reflections original and just — such an outline hi fact as no 
Avriter need hesitate to own. It is not liowevcr retained in 
his works. Shackleton, who had no other means of know'ing 
the fact tlian trom himself or the family, always stated it to 
be wholly his. The Editor of the edition ])rinted in 1S08, 
stated that lu* had s(‘en the receipt for tlie co})y money, 
amounting to fifty guineas, in Edmund’s hand- wtI ting, and I 
also have seen it since. Wer(‘ there just cause for doubt, 
internal evidence to any diligimt studiait of his W’ritings 
W'ould dispel it ; for there are several jiassages similar to 
what AViTe afterAvards advanced in convcTsaliuns with Dr. 
Johnson, and in dis<‘ussions concerning our American 
Colonies, for Avhich tliis book had unexpectedly prepared 
him. It has reacluul a. sevtaith edition. Diigald Stewart 
termed it a masterly sketch ; and the Abbe Eaynal has 
profited by it in his history. 

Uiuh'r the pressure (jf temporary difficulty, he is said soon 
after tliis jieriod, to have sold his books, the arms pasted in 
some of them, according to the story, having disclosed the 
secret, ireiicc it has since* been alleged by political enemies 
that ho Avas then frequently in distress. This Avas untrue. 
His father had been induced to increase his alloAvance. llis 
fatlicr-in-laAv likcAvise contributed considerable aid. He put 
the press under contribution in an honourable way. And 
though these sources did not make up an imposing income, 
considering the society into which his talents had found 
ready entrance, they kept him free from want or discreditable 
shifts. His Avife ])roved a prudent economist; and to. 
several depreciatory statements of the sin of jioverty, gave a 
prompt and decid(*d negative, remarking that Mr. Burke had 
never himselt* taken the trouble to answer such stories. 
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CHAPTER III. 

AbridpTmcnt of Eiifrlish History — Animal Rffrister — Acquaintance 'with 
Dr. JolinsoM — Anecdote of a Canon of Lichfield — Mrs. Anne Pitt, 
Disliop Warburton, Hume, I^ord Chnrleniont, Mr. Fitzherbert — Con- 
nexion with Mr. Gerard Hamilton — ].,ett<*r to Mr, Flood — Documents 
connected with Burke’s Pc*n.siou — Anecdote of his humanity. 


The reputation of the Essay on the Sublime and Beautiful 
being quickly diffused through the literary world by the 
trading critics, as well as by the most eminent private 
judges of tlie day, among whom was David Hume and 
others, immediately stamped the author as^ a man of inge- 
nuity and profound philosophical investigation. 

In 1757 a new edition was calltal for. To this was 
prefixed, for the first t iim*, tlie introdiictorv chapter on Taste. 
A copy sent to his father, who had not been well pleased 
with his (les(*rtion of the law, produc(Ml in return a present 
of.dt*100, as a testimony of ])aterna] admiration. Another 
copy dispatched to Ids friend Shackletou, had on one of the 
blank Itsaves as expressive of his alfectiouate and unceasing 
regard — 

Accipo et hrre manuuni tihi qusr moiiuincnta meorum 
Sint — et long’um te.^^teiitur ainorcin : 

All his future political works, especially the Tltoughts on 
the Discontents, the 'Reflections on the French Revolution, 
the Ap])eal from the New to th{,‘ Old Whigs, were trans- 
mitted to the same friend. 

In a cominunieation along with the Essay, dat('d from Bat- 
tersea, August 10, 1757, he says, ‘‘This l(‘tt(T is aeeom- 
panied by a littli* j)eiTormaiiee of mine, which 1 will not 
consider as inelfectual, if it contributes to your amusemeut. 
It lay by me for a good whil(', and i at last ventured it out. 
It has not been ill r(*ceived, so far as a matter on so 
abstracted a subject nu'cts with rcad(‘rs.” He apologizes 
• for a long silence by his “ manner of life, chequered with 
various designs, sometimes iu Loudon, sometimes in remote 
parts of the country, sometimes in Eraiic(‘, and shortly, pk'ase 
God, to be in America.'’ This design before alluded to, it 
is scarcely necessary to say never took effect ; but it is 
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illustrative of the rambling spirit often inherent in genius— 
which Goldsmitl^ gratified and Burns wished to indulge. 

In January, 1758, the domestic circle rt'ceived an addition 
by the birth of that favourite sou, w ho through life was be- 
loved with even more than })aternal fondness, and whose 
death, at the early age of So, teiidt'd no douht to hasten his 
ow'n. Another son, named Christopher, died in infancy^ 
The w’ants of an increasing family ])rov('d an irresistible 
stimulus to industry by all the means within his powder, and 
his pen at this time was actively employed on a variety of 
sulyects, some of which were never published. 

One of those which remained in his own possession, was 
an “ Essay towards an Abridgment of English History,” 
which he had intimated to his Ballitore friends some time 
previously, it was his intention to wuite at length. 

Eight sheets of this w'ork were printed for Dodsley in 
1757, but it was then discontinued, probably from hearing 
that Hume w'as engaged in treating of the same period of 
time, and perhaps from being unable to satisfy his own taste, 
which, oil an historical subject, was fastidious. It displays 
however, a spirit of close research into the earlier history of 
our island, not exceeded, perhaps not equalled, by wmrks of 
much greater pretensions, and with more antiquarian 
knowledge than might be expected. The })ortion devoted to 
the aboriginal peopk*, to the Druids, to the settlement of the 
Saxons, and to the details relative to their law s and institu- 
tions, contains some information nc‘w to the general reader. 
On the whole it is perha])s the best abstract of that remote 
period we possess, without any admixture of the fabulous 
stories so common to the age ; and to youth it will be found 
instructive. The style diliers from that of the “ European 
Settlements” in aiming at less of point and eflect, but 
possesses simplicity and perspicuity. The characters of 
William the Conqueror, Henr^ II, and John are happily 
drawm, and tlie distinguishing circumstances of their reigns 
well selected for narration. 

About this time English literature and English history 
became indebted to him in no ordinary degree by the estab- 
lishment, in conjunction with Dodsley, of the Annual 
Kegister. Of the excellence and utility of this work, the 
plan of which was ingenious, w'hile the execution insured 
great and unfading popularity, there never has been but one 
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opinion. Several of the first volumes passed to a fifth and 
sixth edition. It is the best, and the most comprehensive 
of all the periodical works, without any admixture of their 
trash, or their frequent tediousness of detail. Many of the 
sketches of contemporary history, written by himself or from 
his immediate dictation for about thirty years, are not merely 
valuable as coming from such a pen, but masterly in themselves; 
and in the estimation of many competent judges, are not likely 
to be improved by any futiirci Jiistorian. They form, in fact, 
the chief sources whence all the principal histories of the 
last sixty years have been, and must continue to be, com- 
piled, besides furnishing a vari(;ty of other useful and 
illustrative matter. The Annual Eegister for 1758, the first of 
the series, came out in June oftlu* following year. Latterly 
a Mr. English and Dr. Walker (afterwards Bishop) King, 
the Editor of his works, wrote much of it under Burke’s 
immediate direction. 

This publication it was not necessary to claim. The fact of 
his participation in it has been often matter of doubt, though, 
from an atbuitive examination of circumstances minuti‘ in 
themselves, added to the suj)])ression of his name on im})()rtant 
occasions when extraordinary compliments were paid him 
both in and out of the House of Commons, 1 M as fully 
satisfied of the affirmative, even belbre 1 received more 
positive information. The sum allowed for it by Dodslev M as 
^100. Several receipts for the copy money in his own luuid- 
writing, are extant : the tM O following, for the year 1701, as 
being at hand, are given for the satisfaction of the reader : 

“Eeceived from IMr. Dodsley the sum of 5^*50 on account 
of the Annual Eegister of 170i, this 28th March, 1701. 

“Edm. Burke.” 

“ Eeceived from Messrs. E. and T. Dodsley, the s\im of 
£50 sterling, being in full for the Annual Eegister of 1701, 
this 30th day of March, 1702. 

“Ei)m. Burke.” 

Trifling causes are tritely said to be sometimes productive 
of important effects; and the composition of the Annual 
Eegister may have tend('d to influence the future career and 
fame of its author. By the investigations necessar}^ for the 
historical article he became acquainted with the workings of 
practical politics, the secret springs by which they were put 
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in motion, and ^YitU some of tlio chief ac'tors conc('rned. A 
careful writer of contemporary history lor a series of years, 
cannot avoid almost, if he would, mimilely scanning the 
political features of his own country and of Europe. He 
who has to speak during the session, and meditate during 
the recess — who is an actor on tlu* great tlieatre of politics 
one half the year, and w ho must combine, analyze, and pon- 
der upon the proceedings in ordtu* to write upon tlunn, 
during the other, may not ultimately become a wise or great 
statesman; hut there is no d<»u]»t that he goes the most 
etiectual way towards it. To Hr. Eurke it imj)arted know- 
ledge and experience almost without the trouble of the 
search. 

Early in 1759, ^wm find him residtuil in Wim])olc Street, the 
chief expenses of liousi‘k(‘eping being sustained by J )r. Nugent, 
whence he writes ji most alfcctionatc h'ttt'r to his uncle 
Nagle, of Moneaiiiyny, who had been an occasional mediator 
wdien diseas(‘ or ttanper made his father unusnaily fractious. 
His coin])anion, \\ illiam Burke, is spoken of as proceeding 
to Ireland to his family, which a]>pears to hav(‘ n‘sidi‘d near 
the same spot. He was no rehiti\e of Etlmiind, though 
occasionally called cemsin ; was always an inseparable friend 
with whom thert* w'en' no reserv(‘s; who fr(‘(]nentlv resided 
in his house ; who first introduced him to liord Kockingiuim, 
to Lord Veniey, w ho gave him his first seat in Parliament ; 
to the liev. i)r. ^larkham, then Head blaster of West- 
minster School, alt<*rwards Arclibishop f»f York; and to manv 
others. He is said to have been lu'ouglit uj) at \V estmiiister 
JScliool. 

An intimacy with the eminent Samuel Johnson had com 
mt'uced some tune })revious to this, at the tabh* of (iarrick. 
On Chri.stmas-day, 17oS, Arthur YIurj)hy dined with them, 
and was sur])ris<“d to find the lexicographer submit to con- 
tradiction, India being the subject of discussion, from his 
companion twenty years younger than himstdf, whicli he 
would tolerate from no other ptu'soii, what('ver tlu'ir tahmts 
or experience, A mutual admiration seemed to be tlu' first 
feeling between them, which nothing aft(‘rw'ards served to 
diminish. It survived occasional sharp conhmtions for 
victory in conversation, the clashing of op[)osite political 
attachments and oj)iiiions, the almost irreconeileable feuds 
occasioned even among friends by the American contest, 
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and the devoted adherence of the orator to that party 
which tlie other in his strong manner denominated “ Whig 
dogs.” 

Nothing contribut(‘d more to tliis esteem than Burke’s 
faculty to exet‘1 in what liis fritMid so eminently practised 
himself and loved in otlu'rs, “ good talk.” The conversation 
of the fornuT, if less striking than that of Johnson, was 
more conciliating; if less jmngcnt, pc'rhaps quite as enter- 
taining; Jind ill g(‘iuTal socit'ty much more acceptable, 
becaus(‘ less ovcrhc'aring. 11(‘ communicateil to his hearers 
scarcely l(‘ss inforuiaf iini without leaving behind it the 
sting of bitter sarcasm, or rude conttaupt, to rankle in the 
])ri‘ast of a d(‘lcat(‘d antagonist, llis manners were at the 
same time unassuming, distinguish(‘d moj’e for suavity 
than that varitdy and viva<*ity which are sometimes the 
results of studi(‘d ellorts at disj)lav. 

No great man ('V(‘r prais(‘d anotlier more than Johnson 
praised Burkce Beinarking in coincTsation that the fame 
ofiiKMiwas gen(‘rally (‘xagg(‘rat(‘d in the world, somebody 
(piot(‘d Burke as an t‘xcc])tion, and he instantly admitted 
it — “ Yi's ; Burk(* is an extraordinary man ; his stream of 
mind is jierpiduial.” ‘‘ Burke’s talk,” lu‘ said at another 
time, “ is the t‘bullition of his mind; he does not talk from 
a desire of distinction, l)ut because Ids mind is full.” An 
argumentative couti‘st with him, he seemed to think ri*quircd 
such exertion on his own part, that when unwcdl at one 
time, and Burke's name was mentioned, he obscTvtal, “That 
fellow calls forth all my ])owers. AV^i're 1 to set' Burke now 
it would kill me.” “ ibirke,” added he again, “is the only 
man whose common conversation corresjionds with the 
general faiiu* which he has in the world. Take uj) whatever 
to])ic you ])lease, he is rt'ady to ima't you.” Often did he 
re])eat, “ That no man of staise could meet Mr. Burke by 
accident under a gateway to avoid a showi'r, without being 
convinced that he was the first man in England.” 

“ Burke, Sir,” said he at another tiiiu', “ is such a man, 
that if you met him for tlu' iii’st time in the street where 
you were stop})ed by a tlrovc of oxen, and you and he stepped 
aside for shelter but for five minuB's, he’d talk to you in 
such a manner that wlu'u you parted you would say — this 
IS ail extraordinary man. Now you may be long enough 
with me without finding an thing extraordinary.” He 



58 


LIFE OF BURKE. 


allowed him to be a man of consummate if not unrivalled 
abilities very early in his parliamentary career ; “ with vast 
variety of knowledge, store of imagery, and copiousness of 
language.*’ A frequent question to Murphy was, “ Are you 
not proud of your countryman adding occasionally, “ Cum 
talis sit utinam noster esset !” Of all the triumphs of Mr. 
Burke, it was perhaps the greatest to compel the admiration 
and personal love of a man w hose mind W’as at once so 
capacious and so good, so pow’crful and so prejudiced, so 
celebrated and so deserving of celebrity. 

What Johnson termed “ Burke’s affluence of conversa- 
(tion,” and which he so highly prized and frequently 
talked of, often proved, as may be supposed, a source of 
mingled wonder and admiration to others. Bew men of 
education but were impressed by it, and fewer still who had 
the opportunity of being in his society frequently, forgot the 
pleasure they had thus enjoyed. Many years after this 
period, Mr. Burke and a friend travelling through Lichfield 
for the first time, stopped to change horses, when being 
desirous to see more of a place wdiich had given birth to his 
friend Johnson than a casual glance aftbrded, they strolled 
towards the cathedral. One of the Canons observing two 
respectable strangers making inquiries of the attendants, 
Very politely came up to oiler such explanations as they 
desired, when a few minutes only had elapsed before the 
feeling of superior information on such matters, w ith w hich 
he had met them, becanie changed to something like 
amazement at the splendour, depth, and variety of the con- 
versation of one of the strangers. No matter what topic 
started, whether architecture, antiquities, ecclesiastical 
history, the revenues, persecutions, or tlu? lives of the early 
ornaments and leading members of the church ; he touched 
upon them all with the readiness and accuracy of a master. 
They had not long separated w hen some friends of the Canon 
met him hurrying along the street: “I have had,” said he, 
‘‘ quite an adventure ; 1 have been conversing for this half 
hour past w ith a man of the most extraordinary powers of 
mind and extent of information, wdiich it has ever been 
my fortune to meet, and 1 am now' going to the inn to 
ascertain if possible who this stranger is.” There he learnt 
that his late companion who had just set oft* was the cele- 
brated Mr. Burke. He regretted much that he had not 
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known this sooner ; and his friends that they had not had an 
opportunity of knowing or seeing him at all. The circum- 
stance formed an exemplification of Johnson’s remark, that 
wherever met wdth, he was never to be mistaken for an 
ordinary man. 

In speaking of Burke’s social hours, the late Mr. Grattan 
not long before his death, observed to several friends that he 
was the greatest man in conversation he had met with. A 
nobleman who was present (Lord C.) inquired whether he 
did not think Curran on some occasions greater ? “No, my 
Lord,” was the reply — “ Curran indeed had much wit ; but 
Burke had wit too, and in addition to wit, boundless stores 
of wisdom and knowledge.” The ease with whicli he intro- 
duced a subject, and the subtlety by which ii was often car- 
ried on, were alluded to by Goldsmith, w'heii he said in reply 
to an eulogy on Johnson’s powers of conversation, “ But is 
he like Burke, wlio winds into his subject like a serpent ?” 

Among other eminent persons to whom the reputa- 
tion of his philosophical essay and powers of conversation 
gave rc'ady introduction, were Bislioj) AVarburton, George 
Lord L3^ttleton, Mr. Bitzherbert, member for Derby, Soame 
Jenjnis, Mr. (afterwards Sir Joshua) Reynolds, Pulteney 
Earl of Bath, and perha])a a more remarkable person than 
either, Mrs. Anne Pitt, sister of the celebrated minister then 
at the head of the cabinet. This lady, Air. Burke used to 
say, possessed not onh' great and agreeable talents, but was 
the most j)(irfectl3' eloquent person he had ever heard speak. 
He lamented not having committed to paper one particular 
conversation in whicli the richness and variety of her dis- 
course quite astonished him. She was accustomed to tell 
her great brother in their argumentative contests, that he 
knew nothing but Spensc'r’s Dairy Queen. “And no 
matter how' that was said,” added Burke, in mentioning 
the circumstance, “ but whoever rtdishes and reads Spenser 
as he ought to be read, wdll have a strong hold of the English 
language.” 

Of his acquaintance wdth Warburton which was but slight, 
he gave the following account in conversation wdth Mr. 
Wilkes, wdio had commenced a smart attack on the character 
of the bishop which Air. Burke rather defended. “ I was in 
a large private company in which it so happened that I did 
not hear the mames of the persons who sat on either side of 
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me. One of them, however, attracted my attention in a 
very particular manner by the variety and depth of liis con- 
versation, carried on in an easy, good-lnimourcd tone, and 
sometimes he was even amusing. Ih'om tlio latter cir- 
cumstance— so contrary to what miglit be suj)posed from 
the violence of the controversialist — 1 must confess I 
was for some time in doubt ; but at length exclaijned, ‘ Sir, 
I think I cannot mistake ; you must be the celebrated Dr. 
Warburton : ant Erasmus ant DMolns.^ W’arburton 
smiled, and we had much interesting conversation during tlie 
remainder of the evening.” 

To Sir Joshua Keynolds and AVilkes lie also related an 
anecdote of the Bishop, not a lilt le indicative of the vanity 
and self-import ijnce of that prelate*, which had bet'ii told him 
by Blakey, the artist. That g(‘ntleman having hivn em- 
ployed by AVarhurton to design thefrontisjiii'ia* to his (‘ilition 
of Pope, received diri'ctituis to make him (\\ arburton) the 
principal and foreground ligure in the com])osition, and the 
poet only secondary. Th(*se ordt'rs wei’e of course olxwt'd, 
and in tlie ])ie(‘e tlu* light jirocta'ds u])ward from A\ arimrton 
to Pope, in opposition to th(‘ usual rules of art. W^ilkes 
wittily observed, “It was not merely on that, but on all 
occasions, that the bishop and tin* potd had been looking 
different ways.” 

Mr. Fitzherbert was a man of a Yt‘rv different stamp, 
most amiable and agreeable, whom every oik* liked, and a 
great friend to autliors and to letters. i\Ir. Burke, the ]\Iar- 
quis of Itockingham, and others eminent in that day, lived 
on the most intimate footing with him. 

Hume, w'liom he first met at the table of Garrick, was 
another acquaintance; and the historian found his opinions 
of so much consequence in London, that on tin* publication 
of Adam Smith’s Thi‘orv of Moral Sentiments, lie thought it 
nece.ssary^ to ])reseijt him with a copy% writing his reasons to 
the author, Ajiril 1st, 1759. 

“ AV\*ddt‘rburn and 1 made presents of our copies to such 
of our acquaintance as we thouglit good judges, and proper 
to spread th(* rejiutation of the book. 1 sent one to the 
Duke of Argylc, Lord Lyttelton, Horace AV^alpole, Soame 
Jenyns, and Burke, an Irish gentleman, who wrote lately a 
very pretty treatise on the Sublime.” A considerable degree 
of intimacy arose from this civility. But ou religion and 
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politics their seiitimeiits were too diametrically opposed ever 
to a])proach to a;j[reeiiieiit. A diftbreiice of opinion respect- 
ing the Irish massacre of 1041 ^ave rise to some animated 
discussions bi'tween tluan ; Biirlvc maintaining, from docu- 
ments exist ini; in Dublin Univ(‘rsity, that the common 
accounts of lhat (‘vent ^vere uvercliarged ; Hume, that the 
staleuKUits in his liistory were correct. With Adam Smith 
hiinsdf, a greater (k'gree of frumdshi]) ])revailed. His work 
was termed in llu* Annual lt(‘gister of that year “excellent ; 
a dry abstract (d‘ a\ Inch would convey no juster idea of it 
tlian lh(^ ski li'ton of a departed h(‘nuty would of her form 
wlien she was alive.” And on subsequinitly coming to 
London, this j)hilos(»|)her paid a liigh conqdimeiit to the 
sound judgment of Mr. Burke as the only iTjan he had met 
with who thought as h(‘ did on the chief topics of political 
econoiuv,* without ]m‘vious communication. 

]\Ir. Burke was accustomtal to tell his fricMuls, speaking of 
Hume in familiar conversation, that in mauiiers he was an 
e:isy unall(‘ctt‘d man, ])revious to going to l^iris as Seendary 
to Tiord JU'i'tford, tlu' Briti.sli Ambassador; but that the 
adulation tind (-an'sses of the female wits of that caj)ital had 
been too ])owerful evtm for a philosopher. The result was, 
he r(duriit‘d a literary coxcomb. 

He remarked likew ise, that Hume had taken very little 
trouble with ins history, ])articularly as to the earlier 
accounts of this island, having examined very few ancient 
records or writers, his aim being rather to make out a 
])leasing narrativ<‘ than to aseertain facts. This he had 
disc()V(T(*(l in eousiapienee of having in some degree gone 
over the same gnuiiid himself. But in addition to this, 

* It jipjM'ars tliiit Mr. Fox, by liis own confession to Mr. C. Butler, of 
Lincoln’s Inu, never n nd Adam Smilli’s ^Teut work on the Wealth of 
Nations: llial “ tlieiv was soiui’llnnir in all thesi- subjects which passed 
his com])reliension ; st)!nethin^ ho wide, that h(> could never embrace them 
iiimsclf, or find any (tne wlm did.” This account of the science of Political 
Economy is ;it variance with uP ojunioiisof the best informed men, and in 
Itself certainly inaccurate. It is another proof, however, of what the 
present writer lias advanced in another part of this work, in sketchin*^ his 
character, mimely, that he was impatient of study— of mental labour on 
subjects of abstract im I airy — of profiting as he might Iiave done by the 
experience and intense meditation of others ; (wnsequently, that though 
always a great man, he did not sufficiently discipline his mind to become 
a truly wise one. 



62 


LITE OE BITEKE. 


Hume himself, being pushed pretty hard in conversation, 
acknowledged to Boswell on one occasion, that he had not 
paid much attention to the older historians on controverted 
points. He had merely dipped into them ; for little he 
thought was to be gained by minute examination. 

The introduction to Dr. Markham now promised to be prac- 
tically useful. Like most others, that gentleman felt the 
impress of Burke’s genius and character ; and seeing an 
opening to befriend him in the line of his commercial studies, 
addressed the following letter with that view to the Duchess 
of Queensbury. 


“ 'Westminster, Sept. 25, 1759. 


“ Madam, 

I must entreat your Grace’s pardon, for the trouble I 
am giving you. It is in behalf of a very deserving person 
with whom I have long had a close friendship. My ac- 
quaintance with your Grace’s sentiments and feelings per- 
suades me that I shall not want advocates when I have told 
you my story. 

“ The consulship at Madrid has been vacant these eight 
months. Lord Bristol is writing pressing letters to have a 
Consul appointed. I am informed that the office lies so 
much out of the road of common applications that it has not 
yet been asked for ; that it has beem olfered to some who 
have declined it ; and that Mr. Pitt is actually at a loss for 
a proper person to appoint to it. This has encouraged my 
friend to think of it. It so happens that those who might 
serve him are mostly out of town. He expects recommendar 
tions from some whom he has writ to. The warm part that 
I take in all his interests obliges me to avail myself of the 
honour I have of being known to your Grace, and to beg as 
much of your assistance with Mr. Pitt as you think you 
can give me with propriety. 

“ It is time I should say who my friend is. His name is 
Edmund Burke. As a literary man he may not be quite 
unknown to you. lie is the author of a piece which im- 
posed on the world as Lord Bolingbrokc ; called the ‘ Ad- 
vantages of Natural Society,’ and of a very ingenious book 
published last year, called ‘ A Treatise on the Sublime and 
the Beautiful.’ 

“ I must further say of him, that his chief application has 
been to the knowledge cf public business, and our com- 
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mercial interests ; that he seems to have a most extensive 
knowledge, with extraordinary talents for business, and to 
want nothing but ground to stand upon to do his country 
very important services. Mr. Wood the under Secretary, 
has some knowledge of him, and will I am persuaded do 
ample justice to his abilities and character. As for myself 
as far as my testimony can serve him, I shall freely venture 
it on all occasions ; as* I value him not only for his learning 
and talents, but as being in all points of character a most 
amiable and most respectable man. 

“I hope your Grace will forgive my taking up so much 
of your time. I am really so earnest in this gentleman’s 
behalf that if I can be instrumental in helping him I shall 
think it one of the most fortunate events of yiy life. I beg 
leave to trouble you with my compliments to the Duke ; and 
am with a fresh n^membrance of your many kindnesses, your 
Grace’s most obliged and most faithful servant, 

“ W. Mahkham.” 

The Duchess transmitted this earnest and friendly appeal 
to the proper quarter, but as we know — and may perhaps 
rejoice— without beneficial result. Mr. Pitt was not fated 
to patronize Burke when unknowm. He was as little dis- 
posed to give him ofllce after comj)limenting him highly in 
the House of Commons, and when strongly requested so to 
do by his brother architect in building up the Ministry of 
17GG, the Duke of Grafton. And through the remainder 
of life seems to have entertained feelings of something like 
distaste or jealousy towards one who trod so closely on the 
heels of his own lead, abilities, and reputation. With as 
much pride as talents, he could admit no rival in eminence ; 
and appeared even indisposed to tolerate a successor. 

About this time he occasionally resided at Plaistow in 
Essex. A lady, then about foui’teen years old, and residing 
in that neighbourhood, informs the WTiter that she perfectly 
remembers him there. His brother Kichard, who found 
employment in the city, was with him frequently ; and both 
were much noticed in the neighbourhood for agreeable and 
sociable qualities. Among their visitors, calculated to 
attract notice in the country, were several known as popular 
authors, and a few men of rank. In October 1759, a letter 
to his imcle announces Eichard’s departure on a mercantile 
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adventure to the We{<t Indies. “ Poor Dick is on the point 
of quittini^ us ; however he has such advantageous prospects 
where he is going that I ])ai*t from him M'ith the less 
regret. Out* of the first merchants here, has taken him by 
the hand and enabled him to go off with a very valuable 
cai'go.” 

William Burke was likewise a frt'quent visitor at PlaistoAV, 
and occasionally exercised Inmself in the press. On the 
publication in 1700 ol'Lord Bath’s letter to two great men, 
meaning Mr. Pitt and the Diikt‘ of JVi‘Wcastle, on the pro- 
priety of retaining C’anada in preferc^nce to acquisitions in 
the AVest lndi(‘S in tlie proix^ed conditions of peace, tliis 
gentleman wi\>te a reply stronu:ly rt'commending the re- 
tention of Gikadaloupe and other islands. To this Dr. 
Pranklin thought it nec(‘ssary to write a n'joindcT, siij)port- 
ing the opinion of Lord Hath.* .Anotlier pam])hlet said to 
have been corrected by Edmund, came from him in 1701 on 
the failure of the negociation with Air. Biissy, entitled “ An 
Examination of the Commt'rcial Pj*in(*i])h‘s of the late 
Negociation.” On tliis subjet't both were well qualified 
to form an opinion. Edmund with an eye to the future, 
had devoted much time to this study as om? of the first 
considerations neca‘ssary for an Englisli Statesman, and had 
succeeded in mastering its details. 

Among his acipiaintance was Lord Lyttelton and several 
others who had becai (dther ojiposed to or connected with 
Sir Kobert AV^alpole’s administration. From th(‘s(‘ ho seems 
to have formed ratlier a favourable opinion of that once 
unpopular man. lie believed that he meant well and that 
his measuri's liowever opposed at the time, were best fitted 
for the solid intiTests <»f tlic country, the jireservation of 
peace and the advancement of commerce. He it was who 
first told the story, siiiee so often n^peated, of the retired 
niinistcT desiring his son to read to liim ; and when 
questiomal as to the su]>j(*ct — should it be history ? “ No,” 
replied the statesman, ‘‘there cjin b(‘ no truth in tliat.” 
He admitted philosophical speculations, travels, and Pliny — 


• ** The opinion of the Uurkes, after all, wsvs most just. America 
with such a uei|,''libour would have become more deja-ndent on England. 
M. de Verg-ennes used to mention it as one of the ^rreatest political errors 

that had ever been commit led.’* — Butler* » ReminuccnceSy p. 150. 
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but in his own special dc'partiiieiit all save simple results 
was but conjecture. 

An invitation from the nobleman just moiilioiicd is 
alluded to in a letter to Mr. A^inoiidisham Vesov tlu*n in 
Ireland, who was einploved to soothe the frctl'nl temper ol 
Ids fatluT, still dissatisfied tliat so ])roinisini>: a son sluaild 
make such slow prou^ress in worldly advancement. It date's 
from Sunning Hill, Sept. 10, 17t>0. 

‘'^1 cannot express how much 1 am ohlie:ed to you for 
your kind and succt'ssful (‘nd(*avours in my favour; of what- 
ever adA’antai^i' tlu* rendttanc(‘ was, the assurance you L!;ivt' 
me of my lather’s n'conciliat ion was a ij^reat deal more 
])leasinG:, and both indi‘(‘d wt‘n‘ rendei't'd uiliiiitcdy mpn' 
aereeahle to nu' by ])assin‘j[ llirouLrh you# hands. 1 am 
seiisihl(‘ how \('ry much I am indehl('d to your good nature 
ii]H)n this oceasion. 11* om* has hut little merit, it is some 
ct)nsolation to have partial friends. Lord jAttelloii has 
l)e(Mi at lLurh\' lor this month past, or nt‘ar the? matter; 
wlu'ri' li»r th(‘ jlr>t tiim* h(‘ reeeiv(‘s his fritmds in his mws 
liouse. He was so o])liging to in\it('m(‘; 1 lu'cd not say 
that 1 am miieh comvriu'd to lind I ."hall nut he able to 
obey his iiordship’s commands, and tluit 1 must lose tor this 
year at least tlu* si^ht (d* that agreeahh* place, and tlu' con- 
versation of its a‘j:r('eahl(‘ owiit'r. Mrs. ^lontagu is, 1 hi‘lie\e, 
at Tunhi’id^u', ibr she tohl me on her leaving town that sht* 
intended to m;d\(' a pretty long stay thc're. iNlay 1 nalt^‘r 
mysell'with the hope of seeing \ou this winti*r in L(»ndon ? 
I ('annot so ('asily forgt't the e\eidngs 1 have passed nut to 
he most desirous ot'reiiinving them.” 

He had removed now from AVimpole to Queen Anne 
Street, next dt)or to ^Ir. iMt/.lu'rlu'rt. Jii the Annual Hegistta* 
h(‘ found amusement in not icing some of the lirst hooks of 
thi'dav, such as Hume and ivobert son's histories, Ijeland’s — 
an old colh'ge fri('nd — J^hiliji of JMacedon, AVbil pole's Itoval 
and iSTohk' Authors, and many mor(‘ of superior nu'rit. 
Among others was Johnson's Kasselas, on which he lirst 
made tin* o1)S(Tvation : ‘‘The iiistriictioii which is found 
m works of tliis kind when they convey any instruetion at 
all is not the predominant part, but arises accidenlally in 
the course of a story planned only to please. But in this 
novel the moral is th(‘ principal object, and the story is a 
mere vehicle to convey the instruction.” 


r 
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He was at the same time laying the groundwork for that 
introduction into public life on which he had early cast his eye. 
His predilections were chiefly political. Mut‘h of his studies 
and writings tended to that point. The society with which 
lie mixed served to confirm it. And the possession of an 
able pen, a clear head, and latent confidt*iice in his own 
general powers, iiici’cased a prepossession which promised the 
readiest avenue to fame and station. A skaider opening into 
that department at length seemed to oiler. 

Among the warmest admirers of his talents was his 
countryman the amiable and patriotic Lord Cluirlemont. 
A peer without undue ])ride, a man of fashion without 
foppery, a good scholar though iu‘ver at a public school or 
university, a voluminous \\Titer without courting the lumours 
of the press, and a patriot with littk* of tlie leaven of faction, 
he commanded gt'ucral (‘steem and rt‘spt‘ct. Born to a title 
and competent fortune, he laid his country undt'r no con- 
tribution for his services, and on most oceasious gave his 
vote to the ministry or to the o])position, as the public 
interest seemed to require. He lived ehielly in Ireland, 
not as a matter of preference but from a senst‘ of duty to 
the country whence he derived his birth, his title, and his 
income. He wielded many years after this time a trt^mendous 
military engine, the Irish v()liuitetT>, at a moment of strong 
national excitement and diliiculty, in a manner the most 
prudent and able. A patron and friend of literature, be 
sought and valued the society of its most emiiuuit professors. 
No man was more poj)ular in hi.s own eomirry, or seemed 
better to appproach the model of what a nobleman should 
be in all countries. 

Mr. Burke said many years aft erwards, Lord Charlcmont 
IS a man of sueh polished manners, of a mind so truly 
adorned and disposed to the adoption of whatever is 
excellent and praiseworthy, that to see and converse with 
him would alone induce me, or niiglit indu(;o any one who 
relished such qualities, to pay a visit to Dublin.” 

His weaknesses were few, and would not be worth 
enumerating, had not some of them led, almost in the last 
stage of life, to an interruption of correspondemre with his 
then celebrated friend, lie thought, it si^ems, that public 
virtue centred chiefly in the Whigs. He had too strong a 
jealousy of the Homan Catholics. He considered the revo- 
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lution in France as the dawn of rational liberty. ]Io leaned 
to the question of parliainentarv ri‘f()rni in Ireland at a 
moment when he saw and acknowlcdgc‘cl that its chief su[)- 
portcrs entertained, as the subsecjuent rebellion proved, inere 
dangerous designs. ^Aiid he was too much of an Irishman in 
common with other mistaken Irishmen to look on the con- 
templated union witli England otlierwise tlian as thi‘ ruin of 
his country. By this dist inguished character JMr. Burke was 
introduced in 175!) h> aiK>th(‘r of Jiot less notori('ty. This 
was ]\Ir. William (ierard (commonly calhal Single-speech) 
Hamilton, a g(‘ntk‘man who. after a few able elforts in the 
House of Commojis, gain(‘d more celebrity afterwards by 
keeping his tongue .siillj than many others by the most 
determined volubility. • 

The son of a la\\y<T, gnmndtal in the same profession 
himself, and bred at Oriid (‘ollege, Oxibnl, he in May 1751, 
became transplanted from Jhneoln’s inn to the House of 
Commons as nuanlau' for jVterslhdd. A brilliant sjurch, 
in about eighteen months, followed hy one or two others 
ofl(‘ss interest, made him a Lord of Trade in 175(>, of which 
board Lord Halifax was tluMi ])residenl. With tliat nobhmian, 
created Lord-Lieutenant, of Ireland, he pro<-eeded thirlnu' 
in 1761 as chief seeivtarv, shone olf vividly on two or thna^ 
occasions, returned to England i]i about thr(‘e yi'ars, and, 
though a senator for the rmuainder of his life, above thirty 
sessions, his li[)s within the House wert* (wer aft(T seah‘d, as 
is said, to public discus>ioii. While he declined howiwer to 
give the country his advice, h(‘ did jujI hi‘sitate to take its 
money, having enjoyed t he siiu*eure of Chancellor oi' the Irish 
Exche(|uer from 1765 to J7tSL Avlum it was re^igned, lliough 
not wdlhout an equivaliMit, to Mr, l\)ster. 

Ilis takmts were reckoned of the lirst class, liis under- 
standing clear, his judgment sound, particularly as his 
friends said, ou the lirst \ lew of a qiK‘stiou before his in- 
genuity had time to fritter it. away in usek*ss subtletii‘s and 
rcfiu(‘iiieiits to which he was ])rone. His wit w^as ])ointed, 
his oratory epigrammatic, and antithetical, his conversation 
tiasy and agri'cahle. Jn composition he was laboriously 
affected, bdng a literary fop of the most determined cast; 
for a stop omitted, a seulenco not fully turned, or a word 
that upon rellection could be anumded, were sulficitmt to 
occasion the recall of a note to a familiar acquaintance. "What 
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he uttered in public partook of the same labour. He was 
one of the few members of either House who wrote, got by 
heart, and rehearsed his speeches in private, previous to their 
deliverv in the House of Commons. One of these, three 
hours in lengtli. Lord Charleiuoiit knew to have been re- 
peated three times b('fore a friend. 

He possessc'd, however, a very useful faculty,— a clear 
insight into character, which after th(‘ first introduction, 
made him cultivate the acquaintance of Burke, with a desire 
of attaching him to his own service. The appointment to 
Ireland opportunely offered for this pur])ose. It was settled 
tliat he should accompany him as a friend, ])artly p(‘rhaps in 
the situation of private secretary, in which, as being per- 
fectly con versanti with the local interests, partic's, and public 
characters of the country, bis services promised to be of high 
value. 

In March, 1701, the appointments of Lord Halifax and 
his friends were arranged, though tlu» chief persons did not 
reach the scat of government until the (uisuing October. 
Burke preceded them, having arrived towards the* end of 
August. AVliat share h(‘ had in giving adviet*, eanuot now 
be kmown. He himself it will be seen, spi^aks of “a long 
and laborious attendance;” but whatever* his suggt'stions 
might have Ihh'ii, Hamilton, as chief, ^^ou]d naturally 
take the credit to himself. High ])olitieal authority 
intimately conversant with tlie polities and ])rivatc liistory 
of Ireland at tliis period. suggi*sts to na* that his principal 
(un])]ov mciit was, as deputy of Hamilton, to manage the 
Lash House of Commons, l^’or this belief tluTt* is some 
ground in the friendship sliown him by PrimaL* Stones then 
e)iie of the most aetive “ Undertakers,” as they wer(‘ tiTined, 
for ruling that country ; and from an expression iii a IctttT 
written at this time, or shortly afterwards and still in 
( xistcncc by a man in power in Dublin, wbicli in allusion 
to Burke’s activity, coarsely calls In’m “ Hamiltou’s jackal.” 

Lillie doubt exists that his s(Tvices were put in requisi- 
tion on the chief measures brought forward or recommended 
by gove rnment. Of one of these be is believed to have becir 
tlie aullior in conjunction with Lord Kenmarc ; namely, 
the j)roj(‘ct for raising during a period of great distress 
almost amounting to famine among the peasantry of tho 
west of Ireland, six regiments of Koman Catholics oflicered 
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bj persons of ilio same persuasion, for the servi(‘e of Portu- 
gal. This selu'iiH? laik'd through the adverse influence of 
the great Jamh'd proprietors in that quarter of the country. 
One of his literary ])roductions, or ratlier state-papers, which 
at a late ptTiod of lile was ac'knoAvledged either by himself 
or by Hamilton it is not clearly remembered which, was 
the rc'ply of l^ord Halifax to the Irish parliamfmt refusing 
an augmentation voted almost unanimously, 2Gth Feb. 17G2, 
of £4000 per annum to his salary. Of the consideration 
which he enjoyed and the esttnun his talents command- 
ed, no b('tt(‘r proof n(‘(‘d be atfonh'd than the intimate 
friendsliips form(‘d, or renewed, with jVIr. Henry Flood, 
8ir Hi'rciiles Langrislu‘, ]Vlr. Monk IVIason, Mr. Pitv, after- 
v:ard Speaker of tlui Irish Hous(‘ of C(^)mrrions and ulti- 
mately created a p(‘er, besidt's the friiuidshi]) of the Primate 
and others, nu'n of h'ading talents and influence in both 
Houses ol‘ Parliariieut. 

The opportunity afforded by this trip of renewing literary, 
as wt‘ll as ])olit ionl connexions which had been int(Tru])ted 
by his stay in Jhigland, was not negk'cted. With Dr. 
Thomas AVilson, Si'iiior Fellow of the T^niversity, Dr. Blun- 
dell, Dr. Kt'ariH'v, and others formerly the directors or 
partniTs of his studies, it is rc'cordt'd that lu‘ spimt an 
evening or two (‘vmy week, conversing chiefly on topics 
connected w'ith k‘tt(‘rs. .I)iscu>sing the nu'rits of the Latin 
historians one evening, the former gentleman is said to have 
proposed to join him in translating invy, but this, Mr. 
-Burhe, who probably found he had quite business enough 
on his hands in the bustk‘ of politics and his other lite- 
rary occupations, decliiual. Good translators,” he said, 
“of Latin auihors are rare; and yet, uiililu' most other 
rarities, they are not valmal as they dc'serve.” He now 
prompted LGand to write his Irish history. 

In JVovend)er 17(U he lost Ins father.* Two months 
previously he Iwul visittul his old and esteemed friends at 
Ballitore. Mr. and JMrs. Shackletoii in return, calling at his 

* Somr remarks of Gonpral C(»uway, March, 1771, on frequent divisions 
of the House, and a foolisli s])eeeh of Mr. Georgre Onslow, that heing: 
deseended from Speakers ho (niprht best to know its forms, with some 
allusions which llurke, who slnuiiied pretence, thoug-ht personal, drew 
from hhn the manly admission — “ My fatlier left me nothing- in the world 

but good principles, good instruction, good CAample, which 1 have not 
departed fi-om.** 
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npartnicnti? at Dublin Castle, surprised him on tlio carpet 
busily occupied in romping with his two boys, and used to 
mention the allectionatt* interest hi* took in their infantile 
amusements as a proof of an amiable, joiiu'd to wliat the 
worhl afterwaril knew to be a creat mind. To a late jieriod 
of life he deliglited in children, amusing himself with what he 
called his “ men in miniatun*,” frequently participating in 
their juveiiile sports, and perhaps at the same moment in- 
structing their grandfatliers, by turning from one to the 
other to throw out some forcible remark upon human nature, 
induced by the scenes which tlu'ir little habits, ])assions, and 
contentions aflbrded. It was no unfreijuent thing to see him 
spinning a top or a teetotum with the boys who occasionally 
visited at Beacoiisfiehl ; and the following is an instance of 
a similar playful spirit. 

A gentleman well known in the literary and political 
world, who wlien yt*ung amused himself by taking long 
walks in the vicinity of London, once direited his steps 
towards Harrow about the time of the coalition ministry, 
when on a green in front (d* a small cottaire, he e>pied an 
assemblage of sudi men as are rarely M'eii together. Mr. 
Burke, !Mr. Fox, -Mr. SluTidan (tlu* owner of tin* cottage), 
Lord Jolin Town>]i(‘nd, Lord William llussi ll, and four or 
five others the most eminent of the Whig ])arty, were 
diverting themselves after an hat Nvas tlien customary, an 
early dinner. The employment of the former Nvas tlie most 
conspicuous; it consi.^ted in rapidly wheeling a boy (the 
late Mr. Thomas .'Sberida]i) round tin* sNvard in a child’s 
liand-chaisc, Nvitli an alertness and vivacity that indicated an 
almost equal enjoyment in the s})ort n\ ith bis young com- 
panion, Nvho in fact Nvas so much ])leased Nvith his adult 
play-fellow, that be Nvould not let him desist, nor did the 
orator seem much to desire it, till a summons to horse an- 
nounced the separation of thi^ party. 

Ilnw long lie remained in Dublin does not exactly appear. 
In !March 17GI3 wlien in Queen Anne vStreet, he received the 
reward of his services in his native country in a pension of 
^*300 per annum, on the Irish establishment. To his 
friends in Ballitorelie wrote in April announcing the grant. 
He mentions likewise Itichard’s good fortune in being ap- 
pointed collector in Grenada. Lord Northumberland he 
believes is nominated Lord- Lieutenant ; and adds that if 
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Mr. Hamilton bo the now Soorotarv, ho may visit Ireland 
aj^aiii in the wint(T. “ I am indebted to him and the Lord 
Primate for what J. have already got.” 

A curious error occurred in the grant of tliis jiension, as 
appears by the following extract of a letter IVom Mr. S(‘cre- 
tarv Hamilton to Sir liobert VVilrnot, dated A])ril 14, 1763, 
for wdiich, and a subse<ju(‘nt document, I am indebted to a 
gentleman of high ])olitieal rank and talents.* “ There is a 
mistake in one ot* tlu‘ pcMisioiis which 1 desire may bo rectiiied 
at any hazard, as 1 was the occasion of it. It is not William 
Birt who is to have a pension oi‘ ^‘300 per annum upon the 
Primate’s list, but Lilmund Burke.” 

The boon, commencing thus somewhat inauspiciously was 
as inauspiciouslv terminatc'd, having b(;en (‘iijnyt'd for 
twelve months only, wIkmi from the unreasonahle claims 
made uj)on his gratitmh', it waslhrown up with indignation. 
The jiarticulars as ri'kittul by him.s(‘lt* in .May 1765, shortly 
after the transa<‘lion in a h'tter to 51r. IIenr\ .Fh)i)d, are 
too iionourable to the writ(‘r .and too interesting to the 
reader to be given in otlu‘r than his own words. They 
exhibit w ith what inditler(aic(‘ a high s[)irit relinquishcil a 
pecuniary favour, uncondit ionally granti'd. Avhen its con- 
tinued acct*j>tanc(‘ could b(‘ constriu'd, howio er illiberallv , 
and witlutut tlu' h‘a>t antit-ipation of such a demand, into an 
obligation to future and constant s(*r\itude. 

“ I lliank you for \our kind and most obliging letters ; 
you ar(‘ a j)erson whose good otlices art* not smart's, and to 
whom one may venture to lu* ohligi'd a\ it bout, clangi'r to his 
honour. As 1 de])end U})on your sincei’ity, so shall I most 
cert.aiuly eall u])oi) your frii'iidsliip, if 1 should have aiiv 
thing to do ill Ireland; this liowevi'r is not the case at 
present, at least in any way in Avhieh your interposition mav 
be emiiloyed with a proper att(‘ntioii to yourself; a point 
whieh 1 shall jilways vi'rv tenderly eoiisider in auy appliea- 
tion I make to my friends. 

“ It is vi'ry true tliat there is an eternal rupture betwei'ii 
me and Hamilton, wlneh an as on my side neither sought nor 
■^trovoked ; for though his eondiiet in public atiairs has been 
for a long time directly contrary to my opinions, Amry re- 
proachful to himself, and extrmnely disgustful to me ; and 


• Rt. lion. J. AV. Cn.ker. 
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though in private he has not justly fulfilled one of his en- 
gage uients to me, yet I was so uiu*as\ and awkward at 
oomiiig to a breach, where 1 had once a tdose and intimate 
friendship, that 1 continued with a kind of ih'spei'ate fidelity 
to adhere to his cause and person ; and Avhen 1 found him 
greatly disposed to quarrel with me, I used such submissive 
measures as 1 never before could ])revail u])Ou 'e \ self to use 
to any man. 

The occasion of our difference was not an\ act what- 
soever on my part ; it was entirely on his, by a voluntary 
hut most insolent and intolerable demand, amounting to no 
less than a claim of servitude during tin* whole course of my 
life, without leaving me jit any time a powei* eitlun* of getting 
forward with hopour, or of retiring witii traiujuillity. This 
was really and truly the snhstanee oi‘ his dtanand upon me, 
to whieli I need not tell you I refustal with somt‘ degree of 
indignation to submit. On this we ceased to stH' each other, 
or to correspond a good while hefori* you h‘tt Ijoiidon. lie 
then commenced, through tlu* intervimtion of others, a 
iiegociatittii with mo, in which ht‘ showed as mueh of mean- 
ness in his pro])osals as he had d(m(‘ t)f arrogance in his 
demands: hut as all these proposals W(‘re \itiat(‘d by the 
taint of that servitude with which tluy were all mixed, his 
negociation came to nothing. 

“Jle grounded these monstrous claims (such as neve^r 
wer(* before heard of in this country) on that jxmsion which 
lie had procured for me through Colonel (hiiiniiighamt‘, the 
late Primate, and Lord Halifax, for 1 hrough all t hat series 
of persons this paltry business was ecmti'ived to ])ass. Now, 
though I was sensible that 1 owt'd this pen>ion to the good 
will of the tVimate in a great degree, and though if it had 
come from Hamilton's jmcket, instead of luhng di-rived from 
the Irish treasurv, 1 had earned it h\ a long and laborious 
att(‘ndancc, and might in any other than that unfortunate 
connexion have; got a nuieh ladter thing ; y(‘t to get rid of 
him cornph'lely, and not to carry a m(mi(»rial of such a per- 
son about me, I offered to transmit it to his attorney intrust 
for him. This oiler he thought jmojxT to aec(‘j)t. I beg 
pardon, rriy dear i'lood, for troubling you so long on a sub- 
ject -which ought not to employ a momejit of your thoughts, 
and never shall again employ a moment of min(‘.” 

Several letters between Burke and ilamilton on this 
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sub ject appear in tlie eorrespoiidence of the former, pub- 
lislioil since tlie third edition of this work, but throw no new 
li^ht on th(' details.* Otlua's were addr(*ssed by the offended 
j)arty to Dublin friends known to both, j)articularly Mr. 
Hely lluteliinsoii and ]\Ir. Monck IVIason. In these he 
accuses ILaniilton of shuiUin", of falsifying his j)romises, of 
wishing to li(‘ liiin down tor life in his scTvica? an uncon- 
ditional slavt‘, in tiTins of indignation as strong as language 
can supply. The claim made upon him s(‘(‘ms certainly of 
an extraordinary kind ; and he states it fully to all his 
friends. Tet; his ])i-evi()us sernces had beem long and un- 
remitting — Six of the best years of my lile he took me 
from ev('rv ])iirsuit of literary r(‘putation, or of the improve- 
ment of my fortune. In that tim(‘ he made.his own fortune 
(a very gre.at one), and he has also takiui to himself the very 
little one which J had inad(‘.” Otlnu* refTcnces occur of 
the same teimr, to the ext(‘nt and value ol* liis servi(;es. Their 
exact nature dors not appear; but JIamilton it is clear, 
])r(K*t‘eded to e\('rv (‘xtremily in order to taisurc* their con- 
tinuane(‘. As he held a seat at tlie Board of Tj’ade ])revious 
to going to Ireland, and Jhirke’s studi(‘s liad for some time 
taken that turn, he ])r<.)bably prolittMl by them to the increase 
of his n‘j)utatioii. One gtMU'ral allusion occurs in the tirst 
letter — “ You may recollect,” writes Jhirlo*, “ wlaui you did 
me tlie honour to take me as a compouioK in yovr studies^ 
you found me with tlu* little work wi‘ spoke ut* last Tuesday 
as a sort of rent-charg«* on my thoughts.” It is ])ossible 
that llainiltoii may Iuim' been ambitious of literary fame, 
and aimed at securing such an efficient assistant. On their 
linal rupture llurke writes, — “ I shall in half an hour send 
all your books which 1 can just now tind, in jirint or ma/zu- 
exct'pt the loose pamphlets; the lattiT shall be sent 
as soon as possible; and if any should remain of the former, 
I shall faitht’ully return as J tind them.” II is own work 
alluded to is not asci'rtaiiied, but may have been the frag- 
ment on the hist ory of England. 

This quarrel exciti'd considi'rable notice among people in 
power in Dublin, as appears by a letter from Air. Secretary 
Waite to Sir Itobi'rt Wilinot. Eor this also the writer 
is indebted to Air. Croker, whose researches on contempo- 
rary history have so often instructed the public. 

* Edited by Earl Fitzwillium and Sir Uiclmrd Bourke, K.C.B, 
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“ Dublin Castle, 9th May, 1765, 

“ Wc are told here that Mr. Secretary Hamilton and his 
genius Mr. Bourke have quarrelled to such a degree that 
Mr. Bourke has actually given up his pension of ^*300 per 
annum rather than continue obliged to him, and that it is 
assigned over to a Mr. Jephson 'svho lives with Mr. 
Hamilton. Is this true?” 

That ]\rr. Kobert Jephson, afterwards author of the 
tragedy of Braganza and other works, was his successor in 
the pension, was true. It ap])ears by the following document 
to have been paid for eighteen months afterwards though 
not to Mr. Burke ; and did not cease till after lu? was con- 
nected with oliice, either from Hamilton thinking he could no 
longer retain it, with decency under tlie cyc of the person to 
W'hom it was properly due, or from the latter ])rocuring the 
Marquis of Eockingham perem])tori ly to strike it oat of the 
list — 

** Vice Treasurer’s Office, Dublin, 2.')th Aup;*. 1824. 

‘‘ The books of this d(‘partm(uit havt* Ix'en minutely ex- 
amined, and it appears that by the king’s letter, dated 19th 
April, 17()3, there was granDxl to Edmund Burke, Esq. 
during pleasure, a pcaision of jt‘300 a year tVom 25th INIarch, 
1763, which he assigned on tlie lOth A])ril, 1704, to 
Matthew Colthurst* of Chan eery -lane, county of Middlesex. 
Ko other assigunu'nt a])p('ars, nor do any grounds for 
granting even a])pear in his ^Majesty’s letters. On the 10th 
December, 1705, it ceased, j)urMuuit to his Majesty's letter 
of that dale, and Lord Lieutenant’s warrant thereon, dated 
13th .lanuary, 1700.” 

The conduct of Mr. Burke in this transaction must be 
considenxJ magnanimous by carrying the ])oiiit of honour, or 
as he emphatically termed it, “ dt^speraic' fid(‘lity,” so far, 
that the story though so well calculat(*(l to tell to his own 
advantage*, is now for the first time inad(‘ generally known. 
Yet even this lumourable reserve was tortun^d into a handle 
for party misre[)resc‘ntation. It w^as once circulated, that 
the pension, thus surrendered from the most upright and 
independent motives, was sold by him for a sum of money 
to pay his debts. 

The real grounds of the quarrel verify an observation of 
• Mr. Hamilton’s attorney. 
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the late Bisho]^ O’Boirno, who, when a preutloman of some 
political coiisiderali()]i in Iredaiid remarked that though he 
himself had ])cidect coufideiice in Burke’s strict principle and 
hojioiir upon all occasions, yid oIIkts, who did not know him 
so well, w(‘re l(‘ss inclined to give him cr(*dit for some unex- 
plaintHl ])arts of his conduct : Btdieve me,’' said the Bishop, 
“if tluM’e be an obsciirt‘ ])oint in th(‘ life or conduct of 
Edmund Burke, the moment the (‘xplanatiou arrives, it wdll 
be foTind to redound to bis honour.” 

Tlie conclusion of tlu* lt‘tter to Flood, as it exhibits the 
near view of pid)lic atfairs Avhich he <‘njoy(‘d evtai at this 
time and r(d:d(‘s some curious particulars of tlui ministry, is 
worthy of ])n‘scrvation — 

To voiir in(piiH(‘s conc(Tning some ])ropositions in a 
certain assem])l\, of a nalun‘ injurious to Ireland, since your 
departure. 1 know nollnnix of that kind, (‘xcept one attempt 
made by a ]\lr. Shilfm'r, to h'ssim the numlx'r of the ports 
of entry in Britain and Ireland, allo\\<Ml for thi‘ tradt* of wool 
and woollen yarn of the gnmlh of tlu' laltt'r country. This 
attempt was gi’ounded ontlu‘ decr(‘as<‘ of t lu* import of those 
commodities from Ireland, which they rashly attributed to 
the great iacility oftlu' illicit transport of wool from Ireland 
to France, bv tlu* in lulLnaici' (d* a nund)(.‘r of ports. This 
idea, foundt'd in an iunoranee t>f tin* nature of the Irish 
trad(‘ had eight with some persons, but the decreased 
iinjmrt of Irish wool and \arn being accounted for ujmii 
true and rat ional ])rincij)les in a slmrt numiorlal delivered 
to ]\lr. TownsiuMicl, he saw at onei* into it with his usual 
sagacity; and h<* has silcn(‘cd tlu‘ com])laints at least for this 
session. Nothing else v\as done or meant that I could dis- 
cover, though 1 ha\t‘ not ]»cen inat tent ivt' ; and 1 am not 
without goud hop(‘s that tin* numaees in the b(‘ginning of 
the session will end as they l^egan, only in idle and imprudent 
words. At least tlu‘re is a sti-ong probability that new men 
will come in, and not improh.ahly ^itli lU'W ideas. 

“At this vi*ry instant, the causi's ])r()diielive of such a 
change are strongly at work. The Jlcgt'iiey Bill has sliown 
such want of eoneert and want of capa<-ity in the ministers, 
such an inattention to the honour of the Crown, if not such 
a design ayainst it, such imposition and surprist' upon the 
King, ami snek a inisrej)ri*s(*ntatioii of the disj)osition of 
Parliamejit to the Sovereign, that tliere is no doubt that 
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there is a fixed resolution to get rid of them all (unless per- 
haps of Grenville) ; but principally of llie Duke of Iknlford ; 
so that you will have much more rc'ason to be surprised to 
find the ministry standing by the end of next week, than to 
hear of their entire removal. Nothing but an intractable 
temper in your friend Pitt can prt'vt'iiV a most admirablt‘ 
and lasting system from being put logetlier, and this crisis 
W'ill shew whether pride or patriotism be ]>r(‘dominant in his 
character ; for you may be assured, he has it now in his 
power to come into the service of Ids count ly u})on any plan 
of politics he may choose* to dictate, with gri‘at and honoura- 
ble terms to himself and to every friend he has in tlie world, 
and with such a strength of power as will be (‘qual to every 
thing, but absi)lut(‘ dc'spotism over the king ami kingdom. 
A few days will show whether he will take this part, or 
that of continuing on his back at Hayes talking fustian, 
excluded from all ndnist(‘rial and incapable of all parlia- 
mentary service. For ids gout is worst* tlian ever, but his 
pride may disabh* him inore than his gout. Th<‘se matters 
so fill our imaginations here, that with our mob of 0 or 7000 
weavers, who pursue the ^Ministry and do not leave them 
quiet or safe in their own houst‘s, we have liille to think of 
other things. 

“ I will send you the new edition of Swift’s posthumous 
works. I doubt you can hardly read this hand ; but it is 
very late. Mrs. Ibirke has been ill and reco\ei’s hut slowly ; 
she desires her respects to you and Lady Frances, lulus is 
much obliged to you. Will. Bourke always remembers 3 'ou 
with affection. 

“ Pray remember me to Langrishe, and to Leland and 
Bowden. 13r. Nugent desires his compliincnls to you in 
the strongest manner ; he has conceived a ^eiy high esteem 
for you.” 

Previous to this rupture with Hamilton, in the autumn of 
1703 and in the spring of 17(51', IVlr. Burke visited Dublin 
again, on s(jme exp{*ctations said to havtj bc^en ludd out by 
the Earl of Nortliumb(*rland, then Lord Lieutenant ; and 
"with Mrs. Burke and his son made a short stay at Ballitore, 
returning to Que(*n Anne Street in June. 

A year or tw o before this period a trifling circumstance, 
occurring in a public exhibition, impressed those wdio were 
present and knew' him (among whom w'as the relator of the 
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following anecdote) with a feeling of his humanity which on 
subsequent occasions was often recalled to mind, and men- 
tioned to his honour. 

“In the year 1702, one Johnson, an Irishman by birth, 
exliibited many floats of acti\ity in horsemanship, and was, 
1 l)eliev(‘, the lirst public performer in that line in and about 
London. Jl(* was an active, clev<‘r fellow in his way, and 
seemed to me to be j)atronized by IVlr. Burke, then said to 
be a studimt of the Middle Temple, and by his friend 
Mr. Xtdterville, and Mr. Nugent the merchant; for I was 
seldom tlu‘re witliout seeing this party, amongst whom 
Itichard Burke sometimes appeared. 

The great tavourite of the company was a beautiful black 
horse*. A\"hen(‘ver Jolinson wanted him, Jie gave three 
smacks ol' his whi]), and the docile creature came out of his 
stable and stood by his side ; lu* the'ii ran about the ring 
until anotlu'r sound of the whip brought him again to his 
master. In one unlucky round h(‘ disobeyed, and his master’s 
whipoileii sounded in vain. When at huigth lu* stop])ed, 
Johnson by a violent blow b(*1ween the ears, lolled him to 
the gi'ound. and the creature lay for some minutes as if 
expiring. 31 r. Biirlu* broke from ihe ciivh*, and running 
directly up to .Johnson, vi'htmiently exclainu'd, ‘ You 
scoiindrt'l ! I have a mind to knock you down!’ and he 
would 1 believe* ha\e dom* so, if 31 r. Net tt'rvilhi had not 
reaelu^d him and interposed, J(»hnson had tht‘Ji h*isure to 
make ^\hat apology he ])!eased, and thus the* matter ended; 
— but 1 shall ii(*\t'r tbrget the impression of awe and admi- 
ration ma<l(* uj)on myself and ollu*rs by tin* solemn passion 
wuth whieh 31 r. iiiirkt* uttered this otherwise coarse reproof. 
Though the eirele A\as immediately broken, all kept a 
resjH*ctful distance ; ])erha[)s this Avas the first time he had 
ever produced ^.n i*tleet upon an audience. I must be excused 
for eom])aring gn‘at things with small; hut when 1 first 
heard him in the House of Commons ])ouring out a torrent 
of indignat ioii against eruelt v and corruption, 1 was reminded, 
aft(*r an interval of many years, of the champion of the poor 
black hors(*.” 

AVhile in Dublin towards the end of 1703, he received a 
letter from Dr. Sleigh, of Cork, recommending to his atten- 
tion a frit'iuiless son of genius, wlio had proceedc'tl thence to 
the metropolis to exhibit a picture, of whicli in his native 
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city no sufficient judgment could be formed. This was Barry 
the celebrated painter. Mr. Burke saw him frequently, 
examined and praised his picture, incjuired into his views 
and future prospects, and desirous to test his general powers 
of mind, broached an argument upon a question of taste 
rather ingenious than solid, which tlie other boldly opposi*d ; 
quoting in support of his opinion and ignorant as it seemed 
of the real author, a passage from the Essay on the Sublime 
and Beautiful. Edmund affecting to contend that this was 
poor authority, considerable discussion ensued, until at 
length Barry becoming warm, his new acquaintance confessed 
himself to be the writer, when the painter, springing from 
his seat, ran and embraced him. As an unetpiivocal jiroof 
of admiration ,of the volume in dispute, he produced a copy 
of it transcribed by his own hand. 

The kindness of the patron did not stop at mere ac- 
quaintance and advice ; for though possessiiig but sltmder 
means himself and with quite sufficient claims upon them, 
he had too much goodness of heart, and too sincere sympathy 
with unfriended talents, to see them sink into hopeless 
neglect and poverty without at lea^t giving them a chance 
for reward. No opportunities for improvement existing in 
Dublin, he oflered the artist a jiassage to England with 
Mr. Kichard Burke, just then ret unit'd from the West 
Indies, received him at his houst^ in Queen Anne Strt'et, 
introduced him to the principal artists, and procured employ- 
ment for him to copy jiictures under Athenian Stuart, until 
a favourable change in his own circumstances enabled him 
to do still more. 

Whenever Parliament was sitting, it is recorded he was 
a frequent attendant in the gallery, storing up those practical 
obsen’^ations on public business and debali?, soon to be drawn 
forth for active use. Most of his hours of study, as he said 
afterwards, were devoted to a minute acquaintance with the 
principles and workings of the British Constitution. The 
next object in his eyes was our commerce. These alone, he 
said, had made us what we were— a free and a gri'at nation ; 
and these he had spared no time, no labour, no sacrific(‘, 
thoroughly to understand ; and for these alone had well 
earned his subsequtuit pension before he ])ut his foot in tlie 
House of Commons. It is certain that he was the lirst who 
rendered the principles and many of the details of commerce 
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generally intelligible in that assembly. Dr. Johnson was 
proud to be told a few years afterwards, by an excellent 
judge of the matter, the “all knowing Jackson,” as he was 
called, that there was more good sense about trade in the 
account of his journey to the Western Islands of Scotland, 
than Avould be heard for a whole year in Parliament, except 
from Burke. 

In the discussions to which the Peace and tlie proceedings 
of the (Irenville IMinistry gavt* rise, he is said to have taken 
a consid('rabl(' sliare. Some kdters which excited consider- 
able notice*, under the* signature of Anti-Sejaiius, were attri- 
buted to his jH'ii. This was certainly untrue. They were 
not Ids politics. In all the Annual Begistc'rs up to the 
period of liis connexion wilh the i{(ickinghani Administration 
he prescrv(‘s a rigid ini])artialiiy, strongly reprobating the 
licentiousness of llu* ■j>ress on both side.s, and coin])laining 
(1704) that “ character no longi-r d(‘pended on tlie tenor of 
a man’s life and actions; it ^vas entirely determined by the 
party he had taken.” 

Previous to this time, it has been said that he had dis- 
ciplined himself in public s]u‘aking at the famous debating 
society, known ])y the nami* oi‘ the ** Pohin Hood.” Such 
was then the cu.stom among law-students and otluTs intended 
for public life ; and a story is told of tlu* fut ure orator having 
commonly to encounter an op()onent whom nobody else 
could overcome- or at least silcnci*. This ])t'rson was dis- 
covert'd to he a baker, whom (ioldsmith who had heard him 
several times sj)(*ak, onci* characlerizi'd as heing “ meant by 
nature for a Ltaal Chancellor.” jMr. Murphy had some 
faint recollcctit)n of the anecdote. Tradesmen form no 
inconsiderabk* paid of siiek as.s(*mhlies ; and as unlettered 
minds often think originally though crudely, it may not be 
useless to one biTter informed thus to seek exercise for its 
j)owers by beating down their errors. A circumstance 
almost ])recisely similar occurred ti) the celebrated .lohu 
Philpot Curran when keej)iiig his terms in London, and is 
related in his memoirs. 

’ A. suggestion of Mr. Beynolds to Burke, between 
whom a close friendsliip existed, cemented by admiration 
of each other’s talents and ])rivate virtues, gave birth in 
17G4 to the famous Literary Club, in imitation of the socuil 
meetings of the wdts of the preceding age. No class of 
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persons perhaps require them more than those who, having 
little to enliven the solitary driidg(‘ry of the day, gladly lly 
to familiar converse in the evening with congenial minds. 
Here the wise may mix with tlie wise, not indt'ed to preach 
up wisdom, but to forget the follies of others in displaying 
some of their own. II ere also were ])erforme(l, without 
venting that undue acrimony and unmeasured abuse' com- 
mon to the criticism of our day, tliose otlicc's to literature 
now undertaken by the leading revii'ws in settling the 
claims of new books and autlnu's. Literary enmities \vt‘re 
then less general perhaps in consequenct' of mi'ii of jarring 
opinions and principles being brought niort* fn'cpu'iitly 
together, and who found in the amenitit's c>f s(u*ial inter- 
course sonietl^ng to soften the as])erities of (*ontroversy. 
Authors at present, associate more with the world and less 
with each other ; but it may be doubted whether they or 
the public have gaiiu'd by the exchange. 

Among tho.^e of the club wlunn ]Mr. Lurk(‘ much esteemed, 
and whose genius and foibles wito alternately sources of 
admiration and amuseiiuait, was Goldsmith. They had 
entered Trinity Colh'ge within two months of each other; 
the former as related, in April, the iattcT in June, 1744; 
and though not then ])articularly acquainh'd, n'meinbered 
each other afterwards as being known in the ITiiversily for 
the po.>sessioii of talents, rather than for their exereiso. 
Occasional iii(‘(’tings at L)odslc\V renewed the aeqnairitaneo, 
about 17o8 ; and in the Annual Ih'gister for tin* following 
year, his Inquiry into the Vrefient State of Polite Learning 
in Europe, is noticed with appr(J:)ation, as were all his sub- 
sequent writings. 

AVith the exe('])lioii of a little vanity, and a little jealousy, 
W’bich however from the maniuT tiny vere shown excited 
rather laughter than anger, it Avas dillicult to know Gold- 
smitli without liking him, even if the warm regards of Burke, 
Johnson, and Keynolds were not alonc' a Butli(*ient stamp of 
the sterling value of any man. Humane in disposition, 
generous to im})rudence, careless of his oAvii int(‘rests, a 
chaste and elegant writer Avho advocated tlie interi'sts of 
religion and morals, and who combined witli his (‘xliortations 
as much of practical benevolence as falls to the lot of most 
men, he w as w orthy of such friends ; at oikh* a rival of their 
fame and of their virtues. An author by profession, lie was 
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characterized by the imprudences often attendant upon 
genius. Ho thought not of the morrow. Tho “ heaviest of 
metals” was so light in his estimation as to be carelessly 
parted with though laboriously earned. He and poverty 
had been so long acquainted that even when an opportunity 
oftered for casting her off by the success of his pen, they 
knew not how to separate. He lived in pecuniary difficulties, 
and he died so. 

During the term of his literar}^ life which comprised no 
more than sixteen years, he wrote much and always well, 
hut cliiolly of that class of productions intended rather as 
sacrifices to necessity than to inclination. There is enough 
indeed left behind for fame, but much less than for our 
national glory and individual jdeasure, every reader of taste 
desires. His plays are good ; his poems, no\Vls, and essays, 
admirable ; his histories, as far as they go, infinitely superior 
to any others of the same abbreviated description, Some 
I)ersons on account of the small number of his original 
works, have been inclined to attribute to him poverty of 
genius, forgetting liis daily wants and the shortness of his 
career; but, in liict no writer of the age displayed more 
fertility and variety on any subject to wliicii be chose to 
apjily the powers of his mind. And it should also be 
rciiieinbcred tliat he had constantly to write for }>res(‘nt 
bread before he could think of contingent reputation; for, 
aias! the* brain with all its noble and delighttul tlioughts 
.*111(1 a>pirations imist st'll S(*ek support from more grovel- 
ling organs of tlu* frame, lie died too, at 10, an ag(*at which 
Juiinsoii was little more than beginning to become known 
to tlie public, and after whieli tliat gi'eat writer completed 
several of thosi* works which reiidi'r liim tlu* pi’ide of our 
nation. Had poor Goldsmith lived to attain an equally 
venerable term of > ears, tliere is no doubt, both from bis 
necessilit^s and iliii*st for distinction, that the national 
literature woidd have bet'ii enrichi'd much more than it is, 
by the labours of Ids pen. This sketch might be extended 
bad 1 not endeavourt*d to render him due honour elsew'bere.^ 

* Life of Goldsmith, 2 vols. 8vo. 1887. 
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CHAPTEK IV. 

Appointed Private Secretary to the Marquis of Roeking-ham — Anecdote of 
the Duke of Newcastle — Mr. Burke’s account of the state of Parties and 
Politics — Success in Parliament — Dismission of the Ministry — Sliort 
Account of a short Administration — Visit to Ireland — Anecdotes — His 
Memory — Greg-ories — Pamphlet in rejdy to Mr. (irenville — Junius. 

The moment at lenp:t]i arrbt d wlien tlio subjoet of our 
notice gained that opt'iiing iiit-» public life, which nature and 
the train of his studies had so tuninciitly qiialitied him to iili. 

Mr. George Grcimlle’s Administration laid bcctnnc un- 
popular by the proceedings against Mr. Wilkes, by tbo 
means resorted to for inereasing the ri'Vt'iiue, Jiiid by the 
supposed secret iniluenct* of Lord Bute, wlnai tlie omission 
of the Princess Dowager of "Wales's name in the Begency 
Bill then framed on the first paroxysm of that malMtly which 
subsequently so much afilictcd the King, threw it out, as 
Burke, in the letter to Mr. Klood had clearly prmlieted two 
mouths before. Mr. Pitt wa.s then ap})lied to in vain ; that 
im])erious, tliougb able minister, scarcely permiitiiig his Ma- 
jesty to have a voice in the formation of his own councils. 
The Duke of Ciuuberlaud, esteemed for good scmsi' and })o- 
pular deport iiieiit, now undertook the formation of a minis- 
try ; and by bis express command and through him by 
desire of the King, a division ol‘ the "Whigs entered into ofiico 
under the Marquis of Kockiiigham. 

The body among whom this nobleman now took the 
lead, though conqjrising the chief of the aristocracy of the 
country, presimted at this moment ami Ibr several years 
afterwards, an unstable and beierog(*ne()U> as.sernblage. It 
was s])lit into as many sections as a i' arching regiment on 
the ]>arade ; but with no other ])rin(*i]»le of a military body, 
exhibited only the irregular ejiergy wijeii it shewed any 
energy at all, of an undisciplined moh ; a mass of moral 
quick>ilver without any point of adhesion ; the cut- 
tings and parings of all ojiinions jumbled into a crude, 
vacillating, unintelligible wliiggism. Many of the inembeps 
were in fact a kind of iieutraJ-ground men, so wavering, so 
undecided, so uncertain in their support, as almost to justify 
the wish of Mr. Buike that he “ hoped to God the race was 
extinct.” 
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The Marquis, the Duke of Newcastle, and their friends 
forinin" the main division of the party, deemed themselves 
sound Whigs. The Duke of liedtbrd professed to he a 
Whig. The Duke of Grafton callt‘d himself a Whig. j\Ir. 
George Grenville thought himself a Whig. And Mr. Pitt, 
if lie hung aloof from the name of Whig was so near to it 
in substanet', that few but himself eoiild distinguish the dif- 
ference. Each of these had various shades of opinion, and 
some of their followers as it provt'd, no (ipinions at all ; 
while several along with Charles TownsluMid, si'emed so 
eager for place or unsteady in ])rinciple, as to be ready upon 
the summons, to adopt or surrender any ojiinions whatever. 
Statesmen out of olliee are often in the nnhieky predica- 
ment of being unable to explain to the satisfaction of the 
])eoplc, their hair-br(‘adth ditlerenc(‘s of sentiment with those 
who are in ; and when th(‘y hajijH'U to suceoed, do not always 
get as much ert'dit as they exjxvt for sinct'vity in their views. 

Lord Koekingham doonuul to be a l(‘ader of sliort -lived 
administrations, commanded general respect for the (jualities 
of his heaK and manners, lie was not a gri^at man. lie 
was not a debut ( t. lie was scrupulous in mere l)arty con- 
tests only, perha])s lu'cause he alrtuidy enjoytal t he chief 
fruits of polit ical grt'utiu'ss — almi»t the higlu'st rank and 
the amj)lest fortune. Put w(Te then^ an onh'r of statesnum 
set ajiart from the gimeral class, di^tingui^hed for chair 
views and unwavering integrity, for a sound understanding 
and an upright mind, who aimeil at no brilliancy, and were 
superior to all diqdieity ortriek, even to jrromote a favourite 
j)urpose, he would have .‘^tood at the luaid of the list. Jlis 
knowh'dge and acquiremi'iit.‘=« wmn* all siih.stant ial. lie had 
much for use, though but little fur dis|)lay. Dis s-tation in 
life enabling him to take an enlarged view of the political 
horizon, he ohsiM’ved k(‘cnly and expressed himself in ]ml)lic 
wh(‘n he veiitunul to adilress the House, wisidy and tem- 
perately. Never toneliing on the extrtanes of timidity or 
raslniess, he possessed the UM’fiil art of knowing exactly hoAv 
far to go on j)arty occasions, and xvhere to stop. Whoever 
Had him for an opponent laid an honourable one, wlioin if 
he could not convince, he eould scarcely disi'stc'mn ; and as a 
minister, none could liave more unequivoeally at heart tlu‘ 
good of his eouniry. 

Through tlm recommeudalion of friends, particularly Mr* 
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AVil fiam Burke, as Edmund more than once said, he received 
the appointment of private secretary to that nobleman, J uly 
17, 1705, just a week after the latter had been nominated to 
the head of the Treasury. “ The British dominions,” says a 
writer who knew most of the political characters of the time, 
“ did not furnish a more able and fit person for that impor- 
tant and confidential situation ; the only man since the days 
of Cicero who has united the talents of speaking and writing 
with irresistible force and clegiincc.” 

His owm account of this event given nine years afterward, 
was stated with much modesty. “ In the year sixty-five, 
being in a very private station, far enough from any line of 
business, and not having the honour of a seat in this House, 
it was my fortune, unknowing and unknown to the then 
ministry, by the intervention of a common friend, to become 
connected with a ver}^ noble person, and at the head of the 
Treasury' department. It was indeed in a situation of little 
rank and no eousequence, suitable to the mediocrity of my 
talents and ])retensions. But a situation near enough to 
see as well as others what was going on ; and 1 did sec in 
that noble })erson such sound princij)les, such an enlarge- 
ment of mind, such clear and sagacious sense, and such un- 
shaken fortitude, as have bound me, as well as others much 
bettor than mo, by an inviolable attachment to him from 
that time forward.” 

By those who knew him intimately he was undoubtedly 
deemed a great acquisition to the ministry. Of these 
Dr. Markham, as may be supposed, was one, who thus admir- 
ingly and prophetically writes, in December 1765 : — “1 was 
informed of !Ned’s cold by a letter from Skynner ; I am very 
glad to hear it is so much better. 1 should be grieved to 
hear that he was ill at any time, and particularly at so 
critical a time as this, I think much will dej)end on his 
outset ; I wish him to appear at once in sonu‘ important 
question. If he has but that confidence in his strength 
which I have always had, he cannot fail of appearing with 
lustre. I am very glad to hear from you that he feels his 
own consequence, as well as the crisis of his situation. He is 
now on the ground on which 1 have been so many years wish- 
ing to see him. One splendid day will crush the malevolence 
of enemies, as well as the envy of some who often ])rai8e him.” 

This malevolence had been again excited. For the appoint- 
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ment had been scarcely gained, when misinformation or 
malice threatened to fling him back to a private station. In- 
fluenced by these statements the Duke of Newcastle, who 
had accepted the seals, waited upon the Marquis over 
whom he had some influence, and told him he had unwarily 
taken into his service a man who was said to entertain dan- 
gerous princijdes, a Pajjist, and a Jacobite. The allegation 
was immediately communicated in some alarm to the ac- 
cused. The latter at once admitted that several of his con- 
nections were lioman Catholics, but disclaitiicd that per- 
suasion for himself and all the members of his family, save 
his mother and sister. Further, that his education and 
conduct while at Trinity College, and the tenor of his life 
after quitting it, were known to several mu1;ual acquaintance 
who were at hand and might be referred to, to disprove the 
calumny. 

The Marquis saw so much frankness in the explanation, 
that he readily declared hinis(‘lf satisfied, but not so his in- 
dependent secretary. He said it was scarcely possible they 
could unreservedly enter upon confidential communication ; 
for that the impression his Lordship had received would 
imperceptibly produce reserve and suspicion embarrassing to 
public business, and so unpleasant to the subject of them, 
that nothing on earth should induce him to take such a 
situation. 

Struck with this further instance of openness and spirit, 
the Marquis instantly assured him, that so far from any bad 
impression remaining on his mind, his manly conduct had 
obliterated every scruple, and that if for nothing but w^hat had 
occurred on that occasion, he should ever esteem and place 
in him the fulh'st confidence, — a promise which he faith- 
fully performed. “ Neither,” adds Lord Charlemont, the 
relator of the anecdote and w ho personally knew the cir- 
cumstances, “had he at any time* or his friends after his 
death, the least reason to rc‘pent of that confidence ; Burke 
having ever acted towards him w ith the most inviolable faith 
and affection, and tovards his surviving friends wdth a con- 
'stant and disinterested fidelity wdiich was proof against his 
own indigent circumstances, and the magnificent offers of 
those in power.” 

Of this effort to ruin him we have a confidential revelation 
to Garrick, July, 16, 1765, evidently hinting at Hamilton : — 
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‘‘You have made me happy by tlie friendly and o]>liging 
satisfaction you are so good to express on this little gleam of 
.prosperity wJiich has at leiigih iiillen on njy Ibrtune. .iVfy 
situation is, for the present, very agreeable ; and I do not at 
all despair of its becoming, in time, solidly advantageous. 
So far at least, I thank God ! tlie designs of my enemies, 
who not long since made a desperatt* stroke' at my fortune^ 
my liberty^ and my reputation {all! JLell-kite! all at a swoop), 
liave failed of their etfect; and their implacable and un- 
provoked malice has been disappointt'd.” 

One of his most active friends in this difficulty was Fitz- 
herbert, of whom he thus gratefully writes, and again liints 
at Hamilton : — 

“ I should grieve to send our excellent friend, Fitzherbert, 
to the ape and monkey climes upon any terms. You know 
and love him; but, I assure you, until we can talk some late 
matters over, you — even you — can have no adequate idea of 
the worth of that man. It is no small satisfaction to find 
that if some men an' capable of making the basest return 
for affectionate^ faithful, and long, long service, and if they 
endeavour to asperse you tvhose conscience bears the most 
faithful witness to your integrity, yi't that th(T(} are otliers 
who without any pn'vious services whatever, generously, 
disinterestedly, and nobly forward and aid their friends upon 
every occasion. AVhen we nu't't vou shall hear more of what 
you Iiave an lujart that can relish,”* 

To his ujicle reference is also made to the attacks upon 
him w hen a request was made for the exertion of his interest 
in a public question: — “I most sincerely ])ity him, but I 
believe, when he reflects how newly, and almost as a stranger 
I ayn come among these people, and knows the many hidustrious 
endeavours which malice and envy {very unprovoked indeed) 
have used to ruin me, he will see that t>o early a request to 
suspend the oj)eration of the laws on rny hare word, could 
have no other eflect than do me infinite prejudice.*’ 

By an arrangement with liord A'erney for which he w’as, 
as he said himself, indebted to William Burke, he came im- 

• Garrick, writinj^-to Burke in June 17C8, }ia.salso Hamilton in liis eye : 
— “ I dined lately with Lord Halifax ; we had great talk about your 
quondam friend and mine. He known him to the marrow of him. How 
will the malignant spirit (I can’t read the iTnme you give him in your 
letter), determine to do with himself at the rsorthampton election.” 
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mediately into rarliainent as Member for Wendover, in 
Buckingiiamshire. It may Ix* remarked, that thou^^h the 
priueipal apjxn'jitmeiils under the Aliiiistrj’ and among 
others that of j)rivato seeretarios, are mentioned in the 
Annual Register of the year, his own name seems studiously 
omitted. William .Hurk(‘ soon afterwards became lender- 
secretary ol‘ State to (ieiu‘ral Conway and M(‘mber for 
Eedwiii in Wiltshire ; sitting for the latter until the general 
election in 1774; but throwing up his secretaryship in 
17G7 from the most honourabk‘ motives. 

Seldom perhaps did a ministry succeed to office under 
more discouraging circumstances than that under the 
Marquis of Rockingham. Though of unobjectionable repu- 
tation, sev(‘ral of tlie members W(‘r(‘ young in oifice. They 
were scarcely j)opular from being supposed to stand in the way 
ol Mr. Pitt. They wen' not favourites at court on account of 
holding some princijdes at variance with, those who w'ere, 
jierbaps invidiously called the interior cabinet, or King’s 
frii'iids. Neither were they sufliciently united among them- 
selves by previous concert or personal attachments to cal- 
culate upon stability aftc'r the diaith of the Duke of Cum- 
berland, who expired suddenly at a meeting held to arrange 
some of the business of tlie session, on the 81st October, 17G5. 

In America, thc‘ discontents were become truly alarming 
ill cons{*(juenco of the Htamp Act passed by INIr. George 
Grenville the preceding Ft*bruary, alter being opposed by a 
minority of no mon'than forty in the House of Commons. 
Neither debate, division, nor protest took place in the Lords; 
of so little consequmiec was the matter d(*emed. 

At home, the manufaetiirers and merehants were incensed 
at restrictions which threatened to destroy their trade. The 
country gentlemen of England however w^anted a produc- 
tive revenue pouring into the English Exchequer, to relieve 
themselves from the burdens arising from the late war; 
while the colonies insisted that sucli revenues they could 
not and w^ould not alford. One strong and popular party 
in Parliament declared it treason to the principles of the 
constitution to tax America without her consent. Another, 
stronger in numbers and in influence, declared it equally 
treason to the crow'n and legislature to surrender the 
right of taxation ; and the latter opinion eventually proved 
to be the prevailing one in the country. 
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The best exposition extant perhaps of the state of par- 
ties at this period is from the pen of Mr. Burke himself in 
the Annual Begister for the year. Jt is remarkable also, 
as evincing his moderation as an historian ; for though con- 
sidered in Parliament a strong partizan, yet in writing 
anonymously he wrote impartially, exhibiting a degree of 
candour deserving more frequent imitation. 

With many irreconcileable interests and opinions to con- 
tend, Ministry opened the session for business on the 14th 
January 1766, when Mr. Burke seized the first opportunity 
of taking an active part in the discussion concerning 
America. The details are not otherwise known than by a 
few notes taken by Lord Charlemont. Mr. Pitt, who pro- 
fessed to have* no specific objection to the ministry" though 
he would not give them his confidence, immediately followed 
Mr. Burke in the debate, and complimented him by ob- 
serving, “that the young member had proved himself a very 
able advocate ; he had himself intended to enter at length 
into tlie details, but he had been anticipated with so much 
ingenuity and eloquence, that there was little left for him to 
say ; he congratulated him on his success, and his friends on 
the value of the acquisition th(‘y had made.” Many acquaint- 
ances of the new member were in the gallery ])urposely to 
witness this first display of his powers, one of whom was 
Air. Murphy; and they all on his quitting the House 
crowded round him, expressing tlie greatest pleasure at the 
result, the praise of Mr, Pitt being of itself in the general 
opinion, a passport to fame. After this he spoke frequently 
and at length, and again received some frequent and unusual 
compliments ; the highest estimate being formed of his 
powers as a speaker. 

liichard Burke, now returned from Grenada on leave of 
absence, writing to Barry the painter, says, 11th of Fe- 
bruary, a month after the opening of the session, “ Tour 
friend (Edmund Burke) has not only spoke, but he has 
spoke almost every day ; as to how 1 shall l(‘ave you to 
guess, only saying that to a reputation not mean before, he 
has added more than the most sanguine of his friends could 
have imagined. He has gained prodigious applause from 
the public, and compliments of tlie most flattering kind 
from particulars ; it Avill add to what I know you already 
feel on this occasion, to be told that amongst the latter, 
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was one from Mr. Pitt, who paid it to him in the House in 
the most obliging manner, and in the strongest terras.** 

A member of the club* wlio had treated him rudely on 
one occasion in consequence of being foiled in a literary dis- 
cussion, and had found it convenient to absent himself 
from the coolness thence exhibited towards him by the 
otlier members, expressing some surprise at his elevation, 
Johnson as promptly as proplietically replied, “ Sir, there is 
no wonder at all. We who know Mr. Burke, know that he 
will be one of the first men in the country.” AV'riting soon 
afterward, March 9th 17GG, to Mr. Langton, Johnson said, 
“Wo have the loss of Burke’s company since he has been 
engaged in public business, in which he has gained more re- 
putation than perhaps any man at his first appearance ever 
gained before. He made two speeches in the House for re- 
pealing the Stamp Act, which were publicly commended by 
Mr. Pitt, and have filled tlie town with wonder.” In 
another passage he adds the remarkabh' words, “ Burke is a 
great man by nature, and is expected soon to attain civil 
greatness.” 

William Burke, writing in March of the same year thus 
expresses himself: “You have heard that his (Edmund’s) 
success has cxceed(‘d our most sanguine hopes ; all at once 
he has darted into fame ; I think he is acknowledged one of 
the first men in the Commons.” Again, “ Ned (Edmund) is 
full of real business, intent upon doing solid good to his 
country as much as if he was to receive twenty per cent 
from the commerce of the whole empire which he labours to 
improve and extend.” 

Congratulatory letters upon his success poured in from 
various quarters. Two from Dr. (afterw^ards Sir James) 
Marriott and Judge of the High Court of Admiralty, gave 
him the opinion of one of the Bedford party : — “ You are 
the person the least sensible of all the members of the 
House of Commons how much glory you acquired last 

• Sir John Hawkins, known for his Life of Johnson and History of 
Music, but of no g’cnius, and of an irritable and uiinniiable character. 

Some idea of his disposition and temper may be funned from the fact, that 
for his discomfiture on the occasion alluded to, he entertained through 
life an aversion to Burke, his family, and even to his friends ; and occa- 
sionally indulged in dark insinuations against them all as men of ‘‘ despe- 
rate fortunes.*’ 
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Monday night. ♦ * ♦ This testimony comes from a judge 
of public speaking, the most disinterested and the most 
capable of judging of it. Dr. liny (Member for tSandwich) 
assures me that your speech was liir superior to that of 
every other speaker on the subject of the colonies that night. 
I could not refrain from acquainting you with an opinion 
which must so greatly encourage you to proceed ; and to 
place the palm of the orator with those you have already 
acquired of the writer and philosopher.” Again: — ‘‘Nothing 
in the world was more remoti* from awk wartiness or restraint 
than your manner ; that your style, ideas, and expression 
were particularly your own, natural and unalfected.” Sir 
George (afterwards Lord) Macartney wrote from St. Peters- 
burgh, about the same period to William Burke : — “ I have 
no idea of abilities greater or more parliamentary than his” 
(Edmund’s). A memorial from the merchants t)f Glasgow 
came opportunely in aid of his views on the American ques- 
tion ; followtal by a letter of thanks from seventy-sevc'ii 
merchants of Lancaster; and in a lew months more the 
gratifying vote of t lie freedom of the City of Dublin. 

The result of the deliberations of ministry was to repetd 
the Stamp Act as a matter of expediency, but to pass a de- 
claratory bill asserting the legislative ])ower in all cases, of 
the mother country. These, if !Mr. Burke did not advise 
he had a considerable share in defending against a strong 
opposition, which he subse(|uentlv characterized “as one 
of the ablest and not the most scrupulous that ever sat 
in the House.” Neither of the parties however of which 
it was composed "was satisfied, because neither of their prin- 
ciples of coercion or concession were fully ri'cognized. 

It may be doubted indeed whether any body of states- 
men, acting upon an enlarged system for the general 
interests of a great country, could prudently have done 
otherwise than the ministry did. AVisdom is seldom to be 
found in extremes. They therefore took a middle course 
between the \Iulence of Mr. Pitt and Mr. Grenville, who it 
must bo confessed gave vent to much matter not very 
consistent with politicid discretion ; the one about almost 
perfect freedom to the colonies, the other on the duty of 
their unlimited submission. The phrase which Burkci had 
applied to the former in his h‘ttcr to Mr. ITood, of “ talking 
fustian,” might now’ be ajiplied very justly equally to him 
and to his brother-in-law. 
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Both laws ultimately passed, though the ministry never 
recovered the shock tlu'j occasioned. Evcmi th(^ members 
belonging to the King’s household voted witli Opposition. 
The merchants however were fileased ; the discontents in 
America sensibly subsided ; and might not have been re- 
newed but tor what was ti'rmed tluj e.xternal taxation plan 
of Mr. Charles Townsheiid, unfortunately adopted the suc- 
ceeding year. 

Among other popular measures, a resolution passed the 
Commons against general warrants. This, and the hope of 
other favours from his friend the Duke of Grafton now a 
member of Administration, drew irom exile the celebrated 
Mr. AV"ilk('s. lie appeared jirivately in London early in 
]\[ay 17GG, accompanied from Paris by. -Mr. Jjachlan 

JMai'leane, an old acquaintance of Burke, and was deter- 
mined, as he said, either to make his fortune from the fears 
of the new Government, or to annoy it 

The Marquis, liowever, would not see liim. IMr. Burke, 
accompanied by Mr. Fitzherbert, was sent as Ids deputy, 
when after tivii dilfenml interviews, his modest demands to 
compensate for his sullerings — viz., a free pardon, a sum 
of money, a pension of £1500 per annum on the Irish 
establishments, or equivalents — were peremptorily rejected, 
with a recommendation to leave tlie country. The nego- 
tiation howi'ver was conducted with such address and 
temper by the secretary, that after a douceur of three or 
four hundred jioimds collected from the jii’ivate purses of 
ministry had been accepted, this ])attern of morality and 
suHering patriotism retraced his steps to the French capital. 

Early in June parliament was jirorogued. Towards the 
end of the month iiegociations were on foot for a change of 
ministry, accelerated by the manmuvres of Lord Chancellor 
JS'orthington, who to discredit tluMii in every way sent 
back the commercial treaty with llussia, etiected by Sir 
George Macartney after great dilliculty and subsequently 
admitted to be a veiy advantageous one, tliree times for 
revision on very trifling pretexts. Of this William Burke 
wi'ote an account to George ; who through this channel 
and also from his young friimd Charles Fox then about to 
quit Oxford, was much pleased to hear his address and skill 
in the literary compositions connected with the subject 
highly eulogized by Edmund Burke. 
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On the 30tli of J uly the Administration quitted office 
without pension, sinecure, or reversion to any of its members. 
His Majesty to the last was extremely complaisant and even 
kind to their leader. No cause was assigned for this turn 
out ; no political misdeeds attributed to them ; excepting a 
supposition that they had delayed longer than was decorous 
to make provision for the younger brothers of the king. 
The Duke of Grafton had relinquished his post in May. 
He also had no fault to find with his colleagues but that 
they wanted strength, which he said could only be acquired 
by a junction with Mr. Pitt. To that popular statesman 
therefore the details of the new arrangements were com- 
mitted by an express intimation to that eftect from his 
Majesty, who in a manner surrendered to him at discretion 
by stating that ‘‘ he had no terms to propose.” 

This removal of a body of men of lair talents and ob- 
viously good intentions, excited considerable observation 
in the public mind ; for though there was no popular 
enthusiasm in their favour, there were no murmurs against 
them. Some considered the liockinghams hardly treated; 
a feeling which increased the marked and unvarying un- 
popularity of their successors. Others fancied they saw 
a system at work which would permit no ministry to remain 
long stationary lest it should fix itself too strongly in the 
hearts of the people. This opinion received some coun- 
tenance from the pains taken by a minute calculator to turn 
over the records of office, when it appeared that since Mr. 
Legge quitted the situation of Chancellor of the Exch(*quer 
in May 1761, not less than 530 changes of place in and out, 
all depending on ministerial influence, had occurred ; a cir- 
cumstance unparalleled in th(i p(ditical history of the country. 

The difficulties which occurrc'd in forming tlie new minis- 
try are sufficiently known to every reader of history. Having 
disgusted his relative and political associate Lord Temple, 
the Bedford, the Kockingham, and every other party, 
Mr. Pitt, now created Earl of Chatham, seem(‘d likely to 
have the Cabinet nearly to him.self. Driven at length to his 
utmost shifts, by dint of cutting out reversions and pensions 
(an unfavourable contrast to the system of his ])redecessor8) 
by harsh dismissals of some from office without known 
cause, and by as unexpected offers to others who would hav6‘ 
nothing to do with him, showing altogether a most perturbed 
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state of mind, he assembled together a motley group of 
stragglers, of which seven years afterwards Burke drew the 
following memorable and scarcely overcharged portrait — 

“ He put together a piece of joinery so crossly indented 
and whimsically dovetailed ; a cabinet so variously inlaid ; 
such a piece of diversified Mosaic ; such a tesselated pave- 
ment without cement ; here a bit of black stone, and there 
a bit of white ; patriots and courtiers ; King’s friends and 
republicans ; Whigs and Tories ; treacherous friends and 
open enemies ; that it was indeed a very curious show ; but 
utterly unsafe to touch and unsure to stand on. The col- 
leagues whom he had assorted at the same board stared at 
each other, and were obliged to ask— Sir, your name ? Sir, 
you have the advantage of me — Mr. Such-a-ono — 1 beg a 
thousand pardons — I venture to say it did so happen that 
persons had a single* olfua* divided b(‘twecn them who had 
never spoken to each other in tludr liv(‘s.” 

Upon such a slij)])ery ])edestal did this eminent man 
aim to exalt himsi‘lf to the gazii of the multitude, the 
chief, almost the only jirominent ligurc in the group. Either 
dictator, or nothing, had been for some years his motto. 
Success and pojjular applause had in some measure spoiled 
him. lie dreamt not of meeting witli a superior. He could 
not brook the idea of having even an equal in oflico ; for he 
had continually interfered in tlie details of 1 lie oflieial business 
of others when interlercnee was neither didicate nor re- 
quired. Ill* laid hitherto loftily uphidd tlie supremacy of 
his own ojiinioiis over those of all tlie rest of the cabmet, 
none of whom be would etuidesei iid t(^ conciliate or per- 
suade, yet loftily ex])eeted to goverji them all. Though 
therefore beyond doubt the must jiopuiar and successful war 
mmisttjr which Groat Britain had ever possessed, his arro- 
gancii had repelled and ilisgusted nearly as many friends as 
his abilities or eloquence had ever drawn around him. 

This disposition unhappily led liim to eare little for men 
or measures, (‘xeept sueli as came out under Ids own especial 
pptcction. It is diilicult for an attentive reader of the 
history of this period not to believe, that to this overweening 
conliderice in himself and imjmtience of any thing like 
(‘quality of talents or power in others, the good of his 
country was more than once sacrificed. A junction with 
the liockingham party \n Idle in oHice would have assured 
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present harmony with America; and tlicir united good 
sense, penetration, and the recollection ol Sir Itobert al- 
pole’s refusal to tax that country, might have eventually 
warded off that contest for many years, or eventually softened 
it. The Marquis it seems, made the attimipt to win him 
more than once, but found the truth of Bubb Dodington’s 
assertion that he would be “an iinpriieticable colleague.”* 

His own scheme of a ministry was utterly hoj)elt‘sa. Th(‘ 
former lofty dictator soon submitted to be neglected by the 
meu of his own making. He sunk in a tew montlis to the 
degree of subaltern in the cor])s which be bad embodied 
and naturally exj)ected to eommand ; measures being atlojited 
in the cabinet with regard to America (namely, tlie duties 
on tea, paper, glass, and painters’ colours), in the very teeth 
of his ])roelaimed opinions and declarations ; exemplifying 
the truth of another remark of the eloquent advocate of tlu- 
lioekiugljam party : “ When he had executed his j)lan, he* 
had not ail inch of ground to stand upon. When lie liad 
aecomplislied his scheme of administration, no was no longer 
minister.” 

Mr. Burke, desirous to let the public know as much as lu‘ 
knew himself of the cause of the dismission of his friends, 
drew up in a few hours an original species of parf y manifesto, 
“ A short account of a late short Adiuinistration.” 1 1 blamed 
no person, made no lamentations, used no laboured ariruments, 
drew no direct inferences ; but simply stating in as few lines 
as possible the public measures of tlio pn‘C(.*(]ing twelve 
months, left the reader to draw his own eunclusions. This 
of course is, though insinuated rather than expressed, in 
fa\TUir of the party he had espomsed ; half eoneealiug lh(‘ cha- 
racter of a d(.‘xterous partizan under lhat of a calm observer. 

A slmrper skit upon Lord Chatham and his colleagues, in 
the Public Advertiser, followed in a few days in the form 
of a comment on the preceding, under the signature of 

• Horace Walpole, whose i)oliti»’S wtrr nf an opposite cast, Bccnis to 
have hud just the same opinion of this po])nlur statesman as a member of 
Opposition, that Dodinfrton had of liiiu as one of the Ministry — namely, 
tJiat it was ditticiilt or impossible to act with him. Writinf^ to Lord 
ford, Jun. 1704, lie says, in allusion to tin* state of the (irenville 
Ministry, — “ Fur Mr. Pitt, you know he never will act like any other man 
in Opjiosition, and to that Gi;or;?e Grenville trusts : lioW(‘ver, here are such 
materials that if they could once be put in o]>eration for a fortniifht to- 
g-ether the present Administration would be blown up.” 
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AVhittington, a tallow-chandler in Cateaton Street. It 
possesses keen irony and humour, was much read and talked 
of at the time, and has been always attributed to the same 
pen. These appt^ar in the Annual Kegister for 1706. 
Another humorous ])iece givMUi to him is “8hip iVews ibr 
1765 in these? the allusions to the chief political characters 
of the day are happily hit olf ; and that of Charles Townshend 
particulaVly, is in brief, what he afterwards said of him 
more in detail. 

Ten days only elapsed after the reliremcTit of his friends, 
before he" set out for his native country. The motives for 
this retreat, though “ free to choose another connection as 
any man in the country,’* do honour to his consistency. 
“ to put himself,” as he says, “ out of the way of the nc*- 
gociations wliicli were then carrying on very eagerly and 
through many chaniujls with the Earl ol‘ Chatham, he went 
to Ireland st)on after the (*hange of 31iiiistry, and did not 
return until the meeting of Parliament, lie was at that 
time free from anythii:g that hulked lik(? an cngagcunent. 
He was further tree at the desire of his friends ; for the 
very day of his return, the JMarquis of Kockingham wished 
him to accept an onij)loyment under tlie new system. He 
believes he might liavi' had such a situation; but again ho 
cheerfully took his fate with tlu* party.” 

While ill lr(‘lund an effort to enlist Idm into Ihe ranks (»f 
ministry was made hy the Duke of C ration to Lord Chatham, 
then at lkitli,iii C)ct(»l>er 17<>6. Tin* te^limony borne to his 
stabilify of character evim in tliis early ])art of Jiis career is 
worth remembering : — 

“If tlu’ discontent (•(] are not in some measure broke into, 
I do see a strong jdialanx of able jx.Tsomiges who will give 
full cm])loyinent. by the business tlu'v will raise up. Among 
those wboiii 1 should wish, and Mr. Conway also wishes, to 
see to su])j)ort him, is ISlr. Hiirke, the readiest man upon all 
points, perhaps, in the wlude House. If 1 mistake not, he 
was otfert'd the Board of Trad(‘ during the last year and de- 
clined it, aiming at a higher hoard, or some equivalent. 1 
cannot help saying that 1 look upon it that he is a most 
material man to gain, and one t)n whom the thorougliest de- 
pendence may he given when an obligation is oivned.” 

The reply of the minister tivo days afterward, while it 
uegatives the proposal, exhibits how far he was behind Burke 
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in local knowledge of the incapacity of our islands to produce 
the article (cotton) alluded to, they being then, as now, wholly 
unfit to supply the demand. “ The gentleman your Grace 
])oiutB out as a necessary recruit, I think a man of parts, and 
an ingenious spealuT. As to his notions and maxims of 
trade, they can nt'ver be mine. Nothing can be more un- 
souikI and repugnant to every first principle of manufacture 
or commerce than the rendering so noble a branch as the 
cottons dependent for the first materials upon the produce of 
French and Danish islands instead of British. My engage 
ment to Lord Lisburne for the next opening at the Board 
of Trade is already known to your Grace ; nor is it a thing 
possible to waive for Mr. Burke,*’* 

Another allusion to the extent of his political knowledge 
occurs about this time in a communication from the well 
known (unieral Lee, who took part in the American contest, 
to the Prince Eoyal of Poland — An Irishman, Mr. Burke, is 
sprung u]) in the House of Commons, who has astonished 
every body with the penver of his eloquence, and his com- 
prehensive knowledge in all our exterior and internal politics 
and commercial interests. He wants nothing but that sort 
of dignity annexed to rank and property in England, to 
make him the most considerable man in the Lower House.” 

Mrs. Burke, his son, and brother, were with him in the Irish 
excursion, which continued for three months, visiting Wick- 
low, Cloliir, tlie little property left by his brother who died 
in April the ])rcceding year, Cork, Limerick, Galway, and 
some other places in the southern and western division of 
that kingdom, not omitting a short visit to Ball i tore, tlu* 
Quaker lady uf which he thus pleasantly I’allit's in a letter 
from Dublin— “ Mrs. Burke gives Iut love to Mrs. Shackle- 
ton ; will wear a ca]) at the time at Ballitore in compliment 
to her, and it will bt* as large as she can desire ; and yet will 
leave her something to observe upon too. For next to 
finery in a lady herself, the critieism of it in another case 
is the high(‘st satisfaction tliat can bo ; and this is one wa\ 
of indeninifying one’s self for the plainness of their habits. 
So mucli for you. Mrs. Shackleton, I owe it to you.” 

A portion of bis time w'as devoti'd to the antiquities and 
native language of Ireland. Of tijc latter he knew a littlcj 


From Lord Mahon’s valuable History of Enrland, vol. vi. Appendix, 
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and about five years afterwards communicated to his old 
college acquaintance Dr. Leland, who was then writing the 
History of Ireland, two volumes of old Irish manuscripts, 
containing several of the ancient w ritten law s of that country 
in an early idiom of the language which he had accidentally 
discovered in London, on a bookstall. In allusion to the 
tongue of his native country, he observed in conversation 
with Johnson, “ The Irish language is not primitive; it is 
Teutonic ; a mixture of the northern tongues ; it has much 
English in it.” When the similarity of English and Dutch 
was mentioned, he added, “ I remember having seen a Dutch 
sonnet in wliich I found this word, roesnopies. Nobody 
could at first tliiuk this was English ; but wlien w'c inquire, 
we find roes, rose, and nopie, nob. 8o w e hi^ve the origin of 
our word rosebuds.^' His acquaintance with the filiation of 
language's w'as j)ronounced by several competent judges to 
be extensive ; a subject which, from Ins other multifarious 
occupations might be supposed to ha\r (.*sca])ed investigation. 

Among other ])laces visited during this tour, w’as the town 
of Louglirea in tlie county of Galway, in the neighbourhood 
of which his sister, Mrs. French, resided. His mother was 
likewise there, having gone from Dublin to wait a domestic 
event ; and with all the pride ol’ a mother’s heart thus 
describes tlie visit of her eminent son in a letter to her niece, 
a Mrs. lienessy.* — 

*• J^ju^hren, Oct. 25th, 17GC. 

“ My dear Nelly, — Tin* last post brought me your very 
agreeable anti weicome letter, and I am greatly pleased to 
hear tliat you and our friends with you are all well, and am 
sure it will bo v.5ry agreeable to you to lu*ar that poor Julia 
is doing as well as can bt' expected. * * * It happened on 
the evening of the day that her brothers and sister set ofi'for 
Dublin. 

“ I believe I need not tell you that my pleasure in having 
them here, where I kept them constantly in 'sdew* during the 
period of their stay, was heartily dashed at parting. All the 
gentlemen and ladies of ibis town and neighbourhood made 
a point to visit them, and they had as many invitations to 

* From Mr. Ilavilnnd Burke; recovered from the repository before 
mentioned, wliere with Hevei*n.l on njpre family titfairs they bad remained 
undisturbed more than torty years. 
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dinner, had they thought fit to accept them all, as would have 
occupied a great many days. Mr. French of Fasan was 
(absent) in Cork when they came to this country ; but on 
the morning after his arrival, he, Miss Nagle, Mrs. O’Flaherty, 
and Miss Driscoll came here, and two days after we were all 
engaged at Hasan where we dined, and could not well get 
from tlience that night, and it was with much to do that 
Jane and I could get away. 

“Mr. French (of Hasan), Ned and Dick went to look at 
Gralway, and at a great lake which is near to ; as soon as 
they arrived in the town the bells were set ringing in honour 
of them. On the Monday ibllowing, the Corporation met 
and voted the frec'dom of the city to Ned, to be sent to him 
in a silver box.i My dear Nelly, 1 believe you'll think me 
very vain, but as you are a motlier, 1 hope you will excuse 
it. I assure you it is not the honours that are done him 
which make nu' vani of him, but tlie goodness of his heart, 
than which 1 believe no man linng has a better. I am sure 
there cauiiot be a better son, nor I think a better daughter- 
in-law than his wife. I will say nothing of Dick for you 
would have no longer jiatienct* with me. * * ♦ 

“ This is a very agreeable town to live in, and I believe 
there is not another in Ireland so small that has in it so 
many families of fortune as r(‘sidents. 1 hope to be in Dublin 
about the middle of next month, where I shall find a great 
change from a very good table of two courses, and abroad a 
coach and six to take the air, to return to a leg of mutton, 
and otherwise a j)lain style of living at home and of going 
abroad. However, 1 will be a.s content with the latter as 
with tlie former, and will think myself very happy if it pleases 
God to preserve me tin* few' chihlnm 1 have left alive and 
w'cll. * * * I hav(‘ filled my ])ap(‘r, and hav() only room 

left to wi.sh yon all ha])piuess, and to Ixdievc me to be your 
most afiectiur.ate aunt, “ J\Iaey Bukke.’* 

AVliile in Loughrea, an anecdote is recorded, illustrative 
of his habitual good nature, for the authenticity of which Mrs. 
B., connected with a gentleman high in ollice in Dublin, 
(182G,) and whose relatives then lived on the spot, vouches. 
Strolling through the town after an early dinner on a fair 
or market dny, desirous of viewing its agricultural produce, 
hifl attention was attracted to a group of children, alw'ays a 



176G. 


VISIT TO IRELAND. 


99 


source of interest to him, gazing with intense admiration on 
the exterior of a kind of puppet-show, or rude theatrical 
exhibition, to the interior of which there were a variety of 
invitations for those who had the means to enter. The anxious 
curiosity, and lamentations of the youthful group of inability 
to gratify it, induced him to bargain with the proprietor for 
the admission of the whole, w'hen some of his friends coming 
up at the moment, insisted upon exercising their privilege as 
his entertainers in paying the whole of the expense. ‘"!N'o, 
no,'’ said he, “ this pleasure must be all my own ; for 1 shall 
probably never again have the opportunity of making so 
many human beings happy at so small a cost.” It w'as 
another ])roof of his good sense perhaps as much as of a 
kind disposition, that he was no croaker agaiAst j)oor human 
nature, or against the present times, as worse than those 
which have preceded them. “ From ilic experience which 
1 have had,” he remarked, ‘‘and 1 liave had a good deal, I 
have learned to think better of mankind.” 

It appears that jealousy, in the forms of calumny and de- 
preciation, had already begun to assail liim, and was rarelv 
intermitted during the remainder of his life. SevtTal attacks 
had appeared in the London newspapers, to which Shaekle- 
ton was induced to reply by giving simply a fair statement 
of his birth and career. 

Alluding to tiiis defence, llurke observes to his friend in 
October 1700: — “Their purpose was, since they were not 
able to lind wherewithal to except to my character for the 
series of y(‘ars sinet' I aj)peared in England, to pursue me into 
the closest recesses of my life, and to hunt even to my cradle 
in hope of liiiding some blot against me. It was on this 
])riiicij)lc they set on foot this inquiry. 1 have traced it as far 
as Mr. IStrettel, who refuses to k“t me know' fi'oni whom in 
England he received his commission.” 

During this visit a lady of rank in Dublin possessed of 
some literary talents, is said to have drawn his eharaeter in 
the following lines; and it may be observed here that Ills 
female acquaintance in both countries seemed to join in the 
same favourable opinion — 

judgrment witty, doqurnt with sense, 

Polite with ease, uiid free without oflence.*' 

An anecdote of the same period, illustrative of bis jocular 
spirit was related by the late Mr. Leunan of the Irish bar. 
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to whose remembrance it was recalled by himself, two or 
three years before his death, when the memory and pecu- 
liarities of several of their old friends were brought under 
review. 

Mr. "Ridge, a barrister and intimate friend of Burke, having 
invited liim and ]\Ir. Lennan to dine, urged, as an irresis- 
tible inducement, that Foote was to be there, and likewise 
Mr. Doyle* (a surgeon in Dublin remarkable for wit and 
humour) between whom he calculated upon a fund of amus(‘- 
ment. Mr. Burke however to play a trick upon the English 
wit, proposed an amendment of the plan; this was to introduce 
Doyle whom Foote had never seen, in an assumed character, 
that of a substantial though home-spun Galway farmer, 
come to towrr on law business witli the host, and who 
having entered the house at the dinner hour, was obliged in 
courtesy to be invited tc the table ; a hint being dropped to 
the mimic that the opportunity was not to be lost, as he 
would be a fine subj(‘ct for his tah'uts to work upon. The 
scheme took elfect. Foote assailed the pretended farmer as 
the butt of the company, with his whole artillery of broad- 
faced mirth, ridicule, mimici’y and banter — chuckling with 
evident satisfaction at his own ap})arent superiority, and the 
laughter created against “ Squire Ploughshare.” The latter 
acting his part, and submitting with good humour in order to 
.‘^ee the full power of his adversary, at length seemed to ])luck 
up spirit to retort, and pretending gradually to assume con- 
tidence, poured out so much wit and humour on the head of the 
actor, that the latter could not conceal his surprise, and almost 
C‘onfessed himself matched ; exclaiming evcTv now and then 
to his host, “ Where did you pick up this barn-door genius ?” 
“ Bitter dog !” ‘‘ Sharp as one of his own sickh's !” Well 

said for a bumpkin !” and others to the saiiu' i*fi‘ect ; nor was 
he informed who his opponent really was until the moment 
of separation. 

Tiio session commencing October 1706, saw the Bocking- 
liam connection nearly quiescent. The fame of its ablest 
member however as far as he thought fit to exert himstdf, 
continued to rise. William Burke, writing about this time, 
.says, “ Our friend E. B. ha.s acted all along with so unwearied 
a w'orthiness, that the world does him the justice to believe 
that in his public conduct he has no one view but the public 

• Autlior of apiece well-known in Ireland “ Daniel O’Rourke’s Divain.’' 
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pood.** Lord Charlemont shortly afterward thus wrote to 
Mr. Flood ; — “ I some time apo sent to Leland an account 
of our friend Burke’s unparalleled success, which I suppose he 
communicated to you. His cliaracter daily rises, and Barre 
is totally eclipsed by him ; his praise is universal and even 
tho Opposition who own his superior talents, can find 
nothing to say against him but that he is an impudent 
fellow. Yesterday a bill was brought into the Commons to 
exclude tlie importation of Irish wool from certain ports in 
England, wdieii Burke supported the cause of Ireland in a 
most masterly manner, and the bill was rejected.** 

The phrase “impudent fellow,*' was not w'holly jocular, 
but in fact grounded on a jealousy very general then in the 
House of Commons and wdiich operated against him for 
many years, of deeming it a species of presumption in men 
w’ithout private weight to assume a parliamentary lead. In 
that assembly it appears this spirit displayed itself sometimes. 
Without, it burst forth continually iu virulent abuse, chiefly 
in allusion to his being an Irishman — his Jesuitical education, 
as they wxmld have it, at 8t. Omer — and his assurance in at- 
tempting to controvert the political principles, or to seize 
the lead from men so much his superiors in station. 

Such a feeling which would not now be tolerated for a 
moment, was then perhaps considering the aristocratic 
structure of even the popular branch of the legislature, 
scarcely strange. He was not merely new to the House, but 
in a certain degree new to the country. He Avas without 
tho essential adjuncts of commanding wealth or high con- 
nections ; and thence was regarded in tho light of one who 
usurps a station to which Ik; has no proper claim. For it is 
another of his characteristics in an eventful career, to have 
been the first who attained under so many disadvantages, to 
consetpicnce in Parliament and iu the country, simply .by 
unaided tahmts ; and thus to have smoothed the road in the 
House of Commons for those who have been, and others who 
may be again, similarly situated. 

It was a source of no orilinary wonder to all, to sec such a 
•man not generally familiar to the political world and without 
known practice in public business, start at once to the 
highest eminence in that arduous pursuit. It was annoying 
to many to see their consequence overshadow^ed, their abili- 
ties by the force of contrast tacitly lessened, and an utter 
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stranger bound at once over their heads from the retirement 
of private life to the imposing station of a first rate orator 
and an accomplished statesman. 

This success, on considering his cxtraordinaiy capacity 
and acquirements, is not to us so inex})li cable as it then 
seemed to casual observers. Scarcely any one perliaps who 
ever entered the House of Commons, had labourt'd so dili- 
gently to qualify himself for the duties of tin* ollice he w-iis to 
fulfil, or unitt‘d with diligence so much genius and power to 
jirofit by Ids labours. He possessed nothing else to sustain 
him. His general knowledge w as various, and of such ready 
application, that in argument, or in illustration, his resources 
appeared boundless, lie had carefully studied the ancients, 
and stored up what they knew. From the moderns he had 
draw^n improved principles of law, morals, politics, Jind science. 
To these he could add, when bethought proper, the logic and 
metaphysics of the schools, with thi' more popular acquir(‘- 
inents of poetry, history, criticism, and the tine arts. In 
powers of imagination no orator of any age has a])proached 
him ; in proin])t command of words, and in vigour of language, 
very few ; in felicity, and when he j)ieased, eh^gance of dic- 
tion when lie seized the p(‘n, no WTiter of modi'rn times. He 
liad, in fact, enriched a soil naturally good by such assiduous 
culture, that it often threatened, and sometimes did bring 
forth W’eeds along with the choicest products. All this was 
accomplished, not in the quiet of afiliu'iice, but in the bustle 
of struggling for an adequate provision in life. “ J w^as not,’* 
said he, in his forcible manner, “ swaddled, rocked, and dan- 
dled into a legislator. Nitor in aihersum is the motto for a 
man like me.” 

He was arrived too at the age of thirty-six — a lime when 
this multifarious knowledge was digested and nietlu)dized — 
when the useful had been winnowed from the ehatf ; when 
the mind of a man if ever worth any thing i.s capable of 
the most vigorous exertion. It was an age, however, at 
which as experience has proved, few' mmi — we have not 
perhaps another instance — who enter Parliament for the 
first time, are destined to attain the very highest degree of 
eminence cither as orators or men of business. This of 
itself would distinguish him as an uncommon man. If he 
ever entertained any doubt on this point himself, it was no 
sooner thought of than conquered by an application that 
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knew no intermission, and a zeal that no obstacle could 
subdue, 

Eespectable mediocrity as a speaker was as much perhaps 
as many however hi^h their previous opinion might be 
could reasonably anticipate for him. To be distinguished 
in the JSeiiate, the great arena of national talent, is the lot 
of few. To become great is one of those chances of life 
confined to genius of a high order. Neither is it likely 
that he knew the extent of his own energies on first gaining 
admission there, for it is occasion alone that elicits them 
from most men ; and those occasions were always at hand 
in the numerous and extraordinary occurrences of the late 
reign. 

His rhetorical efforts were aided in an eminent degree 
by a tenacious memory, which mad<^ almost ev(*ry thing 
once embraced by it a permanent acquisition. This perhaps 
is one of the most valuable gifts of nature to an orator. It 
will always sup]dy him with matter, with words, and not 
unfrequently w'ith wisdom. INlen vary in this respect very 
much. It is the deliglit of many to read much and to read 
attentively; but it is in fh(‘ power of very few to retain what 
they have learnt with accuracy, or to draw it out in a popular 
manner, or on popular topics, so as to enliven or illustrate 
their discourse. No man possessed this faculty in a more 
eminent degree than him of whom we speak, and of the 
strength of his recollection on more n'condite subjects, the 
following from high authority is a striking instance. 

A relative* of Burke having called many years ago upon 
the late Chief Baron Bichards when at the bar to consult 
him, the attention of the latter bccamt‘ divert tal by the name 
to the memory and to the praises of the orator ; and as soon 
as he understood the relationship existing between him and 
his client, after a warm eulogy on his ])owcrs, mentioned the 
following anecdote as having come within his ow n knowledge. 

Having dined at a party w here among others were the Irish 
orator and an Archdeacon of Brecon whose name is not 
remembered, the latter who w’as a man of considerable 
learning and antiquarian research, started several subjects 
of conversation so unusual, that few of his hearers felt 


♦ J.Ir. Ilavilund Burke. 
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inclined or qualified to accompany him. Mr. Burke re- 
mained silent for some time, until in the midst of a fluent 
detail of some of the operations of Ciesar in Britain, he 
stopped the relater short by pointing out a material error 
as to facts, which changed the whole comjdcxion of the story. 
The clergyman bowed, without making any reply. One of 
the more obscure Latin authors formed the next topic of 
discussion, in a quotation from whom the same critic again 
corrected him as to two or three words, which was received 
with the same silent acquiescence. A third subject of debate 
was an old and very scarce volume containing some curious 
geographical details, with which also he very successfully 
displayed his acquaintance to the surprise of the company. 
At the conclusjion of the evening, Mr. llichards and the 
Archdeacon walked home together. “Sir,” observed the 
former, “ I admired your patience when so repeatedly, and 
I dare say unnecessarily, interrupted by our eminent fellow 
guest; for from tlie nature of }oiir studies you must be a 
more competent judge of such matters than the bustle of 
politics can permit him to be.” “Mr. Burke was never- 
theless right, and I was wrong,” rc})lied the Archdeacon : 
“ nay more ; 1 confess 1 went previously prepared to speak 
on those subjects, for knowing that 1 was to meet him and 
hearing that he was acquainted with almost every thing, 1 
had determined to put his knowledge to the test, and for 
this purpose had spent much of the morning in my study. 
My memory however proved more treacherous than 1 had 
imagined.” 

Before the prorogation in J uly, an offer is said to havt‘ 
been made him by the Duke of Grafton, now rendered 
by circumstances more independent of Lord Chatham, of 
a seat at the Treasury ; but clogged w'ith stipulations to 
which he refused to accede. A hint of this seems to 
be dropped by himself in a letter to Barry. “ The measures 
since pursued, both wdth regard to men and things have 
been so additionally disagreeable, that I did not think 
myself free to accept any thing under this Administra- 
tion.” A iiegociation for the main body of the Kocking- 
ham party to join the ministry soon followed, but came 
to nothing, “ because,” says he in another letter, “ it w as 
not found practicable wdth honour to undertake a task 
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like that until people understood one another a little better, 
and can be to a little cooler temper, and a little more 
fair dealing.” 

In February 1767, Eicbard Burke, who seemed to linger as 
much as possible at home rather than fill the Grenada appoint- 
ment, wrote thus affectionately of his brother. “ Now, my 
dear friend, you expect some account of Ned. In one word 
then (1 shall use twenty) he is as well in health as you would 
wisli ; a little more jovial than you would approve ; and not 
quite as rich as you w ould desire or perhaps expect. What 
lie has is his own ; he ow es the public nothing, whatever the 
public may owe him. Indeed the public is just to him in 
one thing, let tlie rest come w]u‘n it will. * * * It is just to 
his character. For honour, for integrity, and for ability, no 
man ever stood higher in public estimation in this kingdom, 
and I will say — but it is to you that I am speaking — no man 
ever better deserved it.” 

During the summer he had a visit from the Nagles and other 
Irish relatives. To these hewas enabled to shewsome farming 
improvements through his fl*icnds,and afterwards rallied them 
pleasantly u|)on some ill success in Irish schemes as promis- 
ing to be like the ingenious farmers in Gulliver — with a great 
dejll of knowledge of agriculture, but no crops. — lie paid a 
visit himself pf some length to Lord llockingham in York- 
shire, with whom a constant confidential correspondence was 
kept up ou public affairs until tlu* death of that nobleman. 
A visit w’as likewise paid by him, along with Admiral 
Ke])pel, to the Duke of Biehmond at Goodwood ; and 
another to the Duke of Niwvcastle at Claremont, who had now 
learned to dis])lay great respect for his conduct and talents. 

On the opening ui’ the session November 1767, he broke 
ground against tlie ministr}^ in an impressive speech, con- 
(lemning their general conduct and happily ridiculing 
General Conway’s lanumtations for the recent death of 
Charles Townshend and the loss of his projected plans for 
the public good ; which wore rather absurdly stated as likely 
to remove the difficulties of the country, though none of his 
colleagues knew^ what they were. 

This step indicated irreconcileable differences of opinion, 
and in fact some resentment between the Ministry and the 
Kockingham parly. Three meetings to effect a junction 
between them had taken place in vain. Lord Chatham is 
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said to have resorted to what wa» considered uiifair means 
while others attribute these means to tlu* Duke of Grafton, to 
separate the friends of the Marquis from those of the Duke 
of Newcastle, though unsuccessfully, and to which he alluded 
when he said the motto of ministry w as Divide et Jmpera. 
The Bedford party, liowcver, proved more compliant to the 
wishes of his Lordship and his Grace than the Hocking- 
hams ; and in a fortnight afterwards they coalesced, forming 
what was called the Grafton Administration. The Nullum 
Tempus Bill ; the distresses produced by the high price of 
provisions ; the restraining act relative to the India Com- 
pany ; and a few other mijior toincs, oecujned Mr. Burke the 
first part of the session. 

In March 17GS, Parliament was dissolved, the new one 
meeting in Ma}^ when he was again returned for Wendover. 
About the same time he purchased, fur above ;C20,000, a 
small estate and agreeable residence since burnt down, 
named Gregories, near Boaconsfield in Buckinghamshire ; the 
expense being increased by being obliged against his inclina- 
tion to take the seller’s coilection of pictures and marbles, as 
appears by a letter wTitton in July to Barry the ])aintcr. Of 
this purchase he writes soon afttTwards to Shack ieton — “I 
have made a push with all 1 could collect of my own and the 
aid of my friends tt) cast a little root into this country. I 
have purchased a house with six hiindri'd acres of land in 
Buckinghamshire, twenty-four miles from Loudon, where i 
now am (May 1st.) It is a place exceedingly pleasant; and 
I propose, God willing, to become a farmer in good earnest.” 

Ilow the money was procured to effect tlie purchase men- 
tioned in this letter, has given rise to many surmises and 
reports. A part undoubtedly was his own, the bequest of Ids 
elder brother, and some portion is believed came from AVilliam 
Burke. The remainder was to have been raised upon 
mortgage, w'hen the Marquis of Hockiiigham hearing of his 
intention, voluntarily offered the loan of tlie amount required 
to complete the purchase. It has bc(‘n said that he even 
tendered a larger sum, wdiich the delicacy of his friend 
declined to receive, accepting only what was absolutely 
necessary ; and this upon condition of being repaid the first 
opportunity. 

That moment never arrived. While the wavercT or change- 
iing, the coy Whig or doubtful Tory, seized upon such op- 
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portunities as offered for advancing their personal interests, 
Burke remained stable in his opinions and therefore un- 
prosperous. By consistency he closed the door of oflice 
against himself, and thus repaid in principle to his patron 
what he was indebted in money. The termination of the 
affair is told by a delicate hint from the noble suc- 
cessor of the Marquis, written amidst a burst of grief 
immediately after his death, duly 3, 1782:— “I must re- 
collect myself. It was my duty to have informc’d you that 
certain bonds are cancelled by a codicil of his will. Jle felt 
merit as ll(^ ought to have done, and he never did an action 
in his life more acceptable to your sincere fi'iend, 

“ Fitzwilltam.” 

Honourable as tlic transaction was to the friendship and 
delicacy of both, the ingenuity of party abuse has converted it 
into an attack upon the integrity of the ])erson most obliged. 
Yet the Marquis was undoubtedly under obligations to him, 
both publicly as exponent of his policy, and tor some att(rn- 
tionpaid to the business of his large estati's in Ireland when 
in that country two years before. Ia*ss disinterested men 
indeed would have s(‘ttl(‘d the matter otherwise — the one by 
quartering his friend, the other by bt'ing ouartert'd, on the 
public purse. To the honour t)f both a dillerent course was 
pursued ; and admitting that the money was never re- 
claimed, it did not ]>roduccathird ])art of the annual income 
which the "Whig party with great consideration and liberality 
presented to Mr. Fox before quitting him in 179-1. 

Thu asp(‘ct of affairs on tin* opening of the session of 
3 708 seemed not a little threatening. ]{emonstram*os, peti- 
tions, and non-importation agreuMuents, seeomled by strong 
private representations to men of inlluenee here, daily arrived 
from America. These, on the motion for the address, 
brought out some severe comments from j\lr. Burke, on the 
conduct of Ministers to that country ; their ])assiveness on 
the invasion of Corsica; and on some other popular topics of 
the time. Another conspicuous and constitutional effort 
was on the injustice, sanctioned by a new bill, of bringing 
Americans guilty of treason iu their own country to Eng- 
land for trial. 

Lord Chatham at lengih resigned. AYith diflicnlties thick- 
ening round the Ministry, an old and trouLlesome political 
performer, scarcely less a source of alarm to his friends than 
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t« his enemies, appeared upon the scene. This vras Mr. Wilkes, 
again reduced to his last shilling, who, thriving by no other 
trade but patriotism, found it iieccssarv to invite persecu- 
tion in order to extract money ; and suddenly apj)earing 
from Italy as candid ait* for London, and then for Middlesex 
though w ith an outlawry hanging over his head, unexpectedly 
gained the election. 

The vacillation of Govemincnt, the legal proceedings, 
riots, and general ferment w'hich ensued, require no other 
notice here than for the employment they gave Mr. Burke 
and Mr. Grenville, tlie leaders of the two divisions of 
Opposition, Avho agreeing in this, liad tew other points of 
union. The question ot‘ the patriot’s expulsion, so me- 
morable in the history of the country, was carried against 
the strenuous exertions of both, 3rd of February 1769. 
A motion for an inquiry into the riot in !St. G(‘orge’s fields, 
by the funner, was negatived by a great majority. Wilk(‘s’s 
afiairs, America, seditious libel, tlie civil list, East India 
affairs, and others, atforded him fruitful themes for evt'ry 
week of the session ; and, along w ith several other gtml le- 
men of Buckinghamshire, he presented a ])i“tition to the 
King at the leve(‘, against the decision of the Houst^ of 
Commons. Toward tlie close of it, an argunumt on the 
taxation of the colonies occurred between liim and Mr. 
Grenville, which evinced that the latter, w ith four years’ ex- 
perience, had gained no increase of wisdom on the impru- 
dence and impracticability of that measure. “He l)eha\es,” 
says Dr. Franklin writing of that gentleman shortly befon*, 
“ as if a little out of his head on tin; article of Americra, which 
he brings into every debate w ithout rhyme or reason ; tiring 
every body, even bis own friends, w itli harangues about and 
against America.” 

An appeal likew ise by Mr. Grenville from the majority in 
Parliament to the country generally through the medium of 
the press which shortly follow'ed brought the rival leaders 
more immediately before the public. It was in a pamphlet 
entitled, “Tlie Present 8tate of the Nation,” written either by 
himself or by Mr. Knox, a former secretary of his, under* his 
eye ; and w hich, without formally mentioning nam(\s, was 
designed to ])rais<; his ow n and Lord Bute’s measurt‘vS, and 
censure those of Lord Kockingliam. 

The reply of Burke, in “Observations” on this pro- 
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diictioii, his first avowed political pamphlet and little inferior 
to any tliat followed it, displayed the dan^^er of attacking oife 
who was so thoroughly master of his suhj(^ct and his weapons. 
In this piece he convicts his opponent of inconclusive reason- 
ing, of inaccuracy in many of his statements, and of ignorance 
as to facts and details on the great ])rinciples of commerce 
and revenue on whicli Mr. Grenville particularly plumed 
himself. Altogether the exposure here made, gives ns a 
strong imj)ression what a poor tigurci an active minister and 
d(‘l)attT in the House of Commons may make wntli his pen. 
A remarkable passage in this pamphlet on the then financial 
condition of France of which Mr. Grenville seemed to know 
littlt‘, illustrates what took place twenty years afterwards, 
and exhibits the length of view which his more gifted 
adversary applied to this as to most other subjects.* 

About this time Junius broke forth upon the English 
world with a vigour and rancour ne\(‘r surpassed, and from 
under a mask which has mwer been ])enetrated. From the 
first, lu‘ seems to have excited no less wonder in political 
than admiration in many literary circles. Audacious beyond 
all precedent; unscrupulous yet with an air of fairness: a 
lofty toiu‘ ; keen discernment; familiar seemingly with 
public men and atlairs; well infiuaued upon private matters 
which were chielly known in the higlier spheres of life ; 
argumentative when he thought ])ropt‘r ; and with powers of 
invective wholly unrestrained, his successive publications 
were looked to with unusual interest as having something to 
r(‘veal, or sonu* jiublic delinquimt to denounce. To many 
literary men he a])])('ared a master in Ids art. Elegant, or 
aiming at eh'gance in styk* ; powtu-ful in language ; concise, 
terse, bitt('r or sarcastic as occasion required; no words 
thrown aw a V and few' superfluous ones introduced; similes 
of sonu‘ novelty and tigures of more or less force ; he placed 
the pow*(Ts of our language in a new' and forcible light. He 
wrote fearlessly because he wrote anonymously. Like a 
meteor lu‘ glea*iiu*d in the political horizon; and like other 

*• “ TJiidcr such extri'inc strailiicss and distraction, labours the wliole 
body of their finances, so far does tlicir ebarj^e outrun their supply in 
every particular, that no man, I believe, who has consideied their affair* 
with any defrree of attention or information, but must hourly look for 
some extraordinary convulsion in tliat whole systc'ui ; il,e tlffiTts qf which 
on France f and even on all Euro^w^ it is cJifficnlt to cmijecture.*' 
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i^eteors, having excited the gaze of wonch rlng spectators for 
a season, disap[)e:irod in illimitable space. Tsoiie knew, or has 
accurately ascertained, ^v hence he came or whither he went. 

Universal opinion fixed at once upon Burke as the author. 
Conversations, ])amphlets, letters, paragraphs, and occasional 
cai’icatures arriNCtl simultaneously at that decision. All his 
enemies — and the accusation akme made many — Lord Mans- 
field among otlu'rs — told him so. All his friends, if they did 
not hint their opinion, fully believ(‘d it ; and among these Dr. 
Johnson, until a s{»ontaneous di>avowal nndect'ived him. 
IVone else was supposed capahli' of* wielding a pen of so much 
ability, or of exhibiting such perfect knowledge of the men 
and measures of the time. Tlie t'xtent of abuse j)oured upon 
him in consecmt'nct', will sur])rise any reader who may have 
the courage — as it has been my duty — to wade through tlie 
nevvspaj)ers of tiie day — and however suspicion wavered tor 
a time over otlu'r claimants, it ndurned again and again 
to him, until tlu‘ announcement of the evidence touching Sir 
Philip Prancis. 

In the first edition of this work however I thouglit it 7ie- 
cessary to state* tin* <-ircumstauces su})posed to implicate !Mr. 
Burke. I was (piile aware of his own constant denials. 1 
knew' that Ik* had done so to all his fri(*nds ; spontaneously 
to many. I was iiifi)niK‘d that lie iiad n*peate(liy done 
the same in letters to various perxms who had de(‘njed them- 
selves authoriM'd to put the* question, aiid among others, in 
1771, ‘‘ oji his word and lioiiour” to Mr. Charles Town- 
sheiid,* and Dr. ]\larkhain, then Bishop of Chestt*r. 1 was 
quite sure that Ihi* IMarquis of liockiiigham with wliom he 
was so intimately linked, never would ha\e ])ermitt(‘d such 
things to a])j)(*ar ; and without his privity it was equally 
certain that from real rt‘S])eet fur him, as woll as from 
kindlier feelings and j’rudential motives, he A\oiild never 
have entered upon a <;onr.''e of such envenomed hostilitv. I 
knew that he had attributed the suee(‘ss of Junius to what 
he called “ tlu; instrumental ])art of writing,” that is style — 
in fact that manner, jiot matter, had made him what he Avas. 
In the s(‘ctuid edition I became still more satisfied that 
there was no solid foundation for the charge. Others, his 

♦ Son of Mr. Thonia.s Townshend, afterwards Lord Sydney, whom 
Goldsmith has cornmeniorated. 



1769. 


JUNIUS. 


Ill 


relatives, thought differently, and believed they could add 
many details to the circumstances of suspicion. To these I 
thouglit it fair on a disputed point to give place, though with 
an intiniiition as to niy own opinion.* 

But the publication of tlie Grenville papers has set the 
question at rest for ever as regards him. The anonymous 
hero, in his private letters to Mr. George Grenville, fairly 
offers himself to him as a thorough ])artizan. He is, he 
says, attach(‘d to him and to him aloiu' ; e>teems his spirit 
and understanding; is devoted to his views as far as he can 
ascertain what these views and opinions are ; he has been 
writing for two years past or more, a multitude of papers in 
addition to those of Lucius, Atticus and others in support 
of his character and measures ; he owns to b(dng unknow'n 
and unconn(‘{ tcd ; at a proptT time he will disclose himself ; 
has a great desire to be honoured with his notice, but must 
wf^it till he is Minister; he will not b(' a troublesome depen- 
dant ; and again disclaims connection with any party. 

Not a point here applies to the subject of this me- 
moir. Familiarly known to George Grenville; opposed to 
him continually in the House of Commons; dissenting from 
iu‘arly all his views; exposing his errors in the pamphlet 
just mentioned (17G9) ; the heading organ of the Eoek- 
ingliams, and tluTefore closely conneet(‘d with party ; 
and who in the “multitude of ])apers” alhuied to, Avas 
himself frequently th(‘ subject of censure and depreciation ; 
Avlio possessed too high a spirit to solirit to hocoine 
the (lep(‘iidant of any oue ; wdiose own position in public 
opinion was at h'ast equal to that of the geiitleinau ad- 
dressed —added to the manner in which he speaks of him in 
coniideiilial letters to Lord Kockingham — all these render it 
utterly impossible ever again to connect his name seriously 
Avith tliJ^t of flunius. 

]\Ir. Burke s])eiit the recess at Grcgorics in superintending 
the repairs and alterations of his house ; and in attention to 
rural business ])roved as active a larmcr as any in the 
country, being ofttni in the fields in a morning as soon as his 
labourers. This he described as luxury after the noise, heat, 
and drudgery of the House of Commons. In tow*n he 

* “ If circumstsintial evidence have rnateriul AVeiglit in nny instance, it 
pi dilHcult to believe, from the details some time a^o published, that Sir 
riiilip Fiaacitt was uot the mau.” 
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usually bad a temporary residence during the sitting of par- 
liament, sometimes in the Broad Sanctuary, Fludyer Street, 
Charles Street, Duke Street, 37, (lerrard Street, and some 
others. He had intended, he told Shiickleton, a journey to 
Italy at this period, but found too many occupations at home. 

Amid many other engagements, added to the labours of 
politics, a more humble friend was not forgotten. His pro- 
tection of Barry has been already noticed. The moment his 
own means became extended by Ixdng connected wdth 
Administration, he recommended him, seconded by the 
advice of Beynolds, to go to Italy for improvement, and with 
William Burke, otiered to the best of their power to maintain 
him while there till he had copii'd or studied tiie great masters. 
The painter set out in OctobcT ITtio, and remained abroad 
above five years. During the whole of this time he earned 
nothing for himself, and rc'ceived no su[)plies from any other 
quarter than his two geiu'rous friends, who fulfdled their 
promises amid serious difficulties and claims of their own, in 
which William in one of his letters was obliged to confess, 
that ‘‘cash was not so ])lentiful as he could wish.” A fact 
of this kind, so rarely imitated by rank or wealtli, speaks 
more for the heart t hail any formal {laiu'gyric, though it is 
only one instance among many of the benevolence of the 
subject of this work. 

Barry felt the weight of his obligations. Of Dr. Sleigh, 
he said, “He first pul me n])uu 3Ir, Burke, who has been, 
under God, all in all to me.” Writing to the Doctor himself, 
lie says, “ To your goodm^s 1 (*we Hr. Burke and his family, 
which, in one word, is owing you all tlial is essential tome.” 
To Mr. Burke he writes, “ J am your proj)t?rty.” And again, 
“ You ouLdit sundy to be free \\ith a man of your own making, 
who has found in you father, brotiier, friiaul, every thing.”* 

• This nrfist iva'i pof the 0 T 1 I 3 ' ijjstjince of his benevolence and fricntl- 
ship whenever circumstances placid it in Ium ]H>wer to be of service. 
JJarrett, also an Irishman, had fallen into diflieullies by the improvidence 
too frequently attendant on g'cnius, and the fact coming’ to the ears of Mr. 
Ifurke in 17S'J, during’ his short tenure of power, he be.stowx'd ii|K)n him a 
place in Chelsea Hospital, which was enjoyed fur the remainder of his Hit . 
Mr. Younp^ g’ivt s the following; account of this artist, appended to a land- 
scape of his in Sir Jolm F. ia-ucester’s gallery ; — “ 'I’lie first notice of the 
pictures of this artist that appears on record is Ids obtaining from the 
Society of Arts a premium of 50 guineas. He was considered the best 
landscape painter of the time he lived in ; and although tlie patrons of art 
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Frequent correspondence with their protege was maiiitained 
by the family, chiefly however through the medium of William, 
as being less occupied in business; but occasionally witli 
Edmund, who addresses him with the afiection of a brother, 
and whose remarks and admonitions are so fine in themselves, 
and display such an intimate acquaintance with the arts and 
with the world, couclu?d in an eloquent style, that it would 
be* a crime e{|ually against his reputation, and the enjoyment 
of the reader, not to give a few' of the principal letters from 
him which w’ill be found in another place. 

A close intimac}" had existed for some years with G-arrick, 
to wdiom as we have seen, confidential communications were 
made; and he and his wife invited to frequcmt visits in the 
country. — “ You first,” llurke w’rites, “ sat(‘ yourself witli w it, 
jollity, and luxury, and afterwards retire hither to repose your 
person and understanding on early hours, boih'd mutton, 
drow'sy conversation, and a litth‘ clabber milk.” In June of 
this year, some pressing necessity compelled him to solicit a 
loan from his friend. — “My dear Garrick, — 1 make no apology 
for asking a favour fnmi you, because you n(‘(‘d make none 
in relusing it. 1 wisli then that you would let me have a 
thousand pounds upon my bond until this time twelvemonth. 

1 shall at that time, possibly before, be able to discharge il, 
and will not fail to do so. I am wdth great truth and 
alieciion,' (h‘ar Garrick, most sincerel)' yours, Edm. Erinc]:.” 

Whether the money was lent does not appc^ar. The actor's 
usual address in rejdy was “ Cdriasittw mio Edmundoy Burkt‘ 
had l)t*(*n obliged to refu.se a public request of his shortly 
before, from its b(‘ing against the wdshes of liis constituents. 
But soon afterwards sent him the following pleasant and 
w ell expressed note, now' in my possession, as a tacit apology 
for the refusal. — 

“ (Aug-ust, 1769.) 

“ Dear Grarrick, — I stmd you a Rom sera, a late turtle — 
an entertainment at least as good for the palate as the other 

cannot be nccuscd of not duly appreciating hi.s merits, yet after a long and 
suceessful career almost without a rival, partly from a liberality of dis- 
po'sition, and an indulgence in expensive habits, he was not enriched by 
Ills professional labours. 

“ His merits were recognized by the Royal Academy, of which he was 
elected a member ; and during the latter part of his life he enjoyed an 
appointment in Chelsea Hospital, given to him by his friend and patron, 
Edmund Burke. 
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for the nose. Tour true epicureans are of oniniou you know, 
that it contains in itself all kinds of flesh, fish, and fowl. It is 
therefore a dish fit for one who can represent all^ the solidity 
of flesh, the volatility of fowl, and the oddit}' of fish. As this 
entertainment can he found no lon^^er any where but at 
your table, or at those tables to which you give conviviality 
and cheerfulness, let the type and shadow of the master 
grace his board. A little pepper he can add himself. The 
wine likewise he will supply ; I do not know whether ht^ 
still retains any friend who can finish the dressing of his 
turtle by a gentle squeeze of the lemon. Our best regards 
to Madam. Ever, dear Garrick, most faithfully yours, 

Edm. Bueke.” 

“ Westminster, I'yesday. One day before 

the mectinfTof the that g-ives 

the finishing- stroke.” 

His correspoiideiK'o with political friends was at this time, 
and indeed all his lile, extensive ; his conversations with men 
of all parties no less so ; his farming pursuits — crops of 
carrots, turnips, and wheat — boasted of with all the glee of 
a mind wholly dc'voted to the employment. With the Duke 
of Portland he had formed a friendship as w(*ll as with the 
Duke of llichmond. Lord Temple and George Grenville 
made overtures towards a visit ; and soon after, when stopping 
at Lord A\^rney’s, he went over to Stowe of which an 
account was written to Lord Kt»ckinghain, in which also 
we find a curious sketch of Lord Chatham’s parade in 
travelling. — “ 1 ought to tell you that Lord Chatham passed 
by my door on Priday morning, in a jimwhiskcH*, drawn by 
two horses, one before the otlier ; he drove himself. His train 
was two coaches and six, with twenty servants, male and 
f(*male. He was proceeding with his whole family (Lady 
Chatham, two sons and tvo daughters,) to Stowe ” He com- 
jdains jocularly of the Wctinity of a news-printer, who out of 
the marriage of “ an old man that milks my cows, and the 
old dairy maid, has made a flaming paragraph and dreading 
some ridicule from the account of this simple aftair, sent him 
a message to beg off any notice of his family afiairs in 
future in the newspaper.* 

• This paragrapli I had seen and copied long before this allusion to it 
VTHS published. Young liurke and a sm^ procession of domestics aotkoxu- 
panied theoou])le. 
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CHAPTEE Y. 

Mr. Burke and Sir William Bagott—Mr. Fox — Pamphlet on the Dis- 
contentH — Parliamentary Business — Visit to France ~ Character of the 
House of Commons — Mr. Burke's argument against taxing Irish Absen- 
tees — Letter to General Lee — Speech of the 19th of April, 1774 — 
Goldsmith — Ill-humour of Barry — Johnson and Burke — Election for 
Bristol. 

The addroBSi in reply to the speech from the throne, the 
City remonstrance to the King, the condition of Ireland, the 
affairs of Mr. Wilkes, the state of Boston and the King’s 
troops, and the discontents which generally prevailed, brouglit 
Mr. Burke'forward almost daily in the session commencing 
9th January, 1770, although few details are preserved. 
His more distinguished exertions were on the 24th January, 
for a redress of grievances previous to granting a supply : 
on the 15th March, regarding the famous address, re- 
inonsti’ance, and petition of the City of London to the 
King, which he discussed with moderation and temper, 
aiming to apologize for the warmth of the popular feeling : 
oil the 28th March, in favour of the bounty on the expor- 
tation of com : on the 30th March, in support of Mr. Crreu- 
ville’s bill for regulating the trials of controverted elections, 
when he was represented by the writers of the time as having 
on those occasions spoken “inirnitiibly well.” 

On the 8th May, he moved eight resolutions, supported 
by Mr. G. Grenville, relating to the disorders in North 
America, which were meant to censure the ])lan, or rather 
as he said the uiiliappy want of plan of Ministers, in con- 
ducting the affairs of "that country; and introduced by a 
speech occupying two hours in delivery, reported hy contem- 
porary opinion, to ht.* “ full of sound argument, and infinite 
wit and raillery.” In fact, all his exertions were characterized 
as being of this description, though from the hostility of the 
House at that time to the publication of their debates, the 
particulars like those of other speeches are not given, or 
given so meagrely as to afford little idea of w’hat they were 
in delivery. 

A tolerable criterion of the powers of a speaker in the 
House at that period, was the degree of abuse cast upon him 
by anonymous writers of the opposite party ; and of lliis 
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ungracious species of reputation to which allusion has been 
abeady made, he had no ordinary share. The prejudice? 
which it occasionally created against him, even among per- 
sons who ought to have known better, may be judged of 
from the following circumstance: — 

In the debate on the third reading of Mr. Grenville’s bill 
for regulating controverted elections, which Lord North, 
Mr. Fox and the Ministry opi)osed. Sir William Bagott, 
who usually voted with the latter, said he must on that 
measure, side with Opposition ; not from the slightest par- 
tiality to that body, for its whole system in his opinion, 
went to wound the constitution through the sides of the 
Ministry. He concluded by insinuating something about 
the body with which he was chiefly connected (the country 
g(.*ntlemen) being the only one of real importance or con- 
sideration in that House, and to whom the first and chief' 
attention should be paid. 

Mr. Burke, as the mouth-piece of the party, w'as not likely 
to let such declarations (‘scape without notice. He entered on 
a vigorous dt'fence of his friends ; drew a fine diT<tinction be- 
tween faction, and tlie opposition of party founded on 
principle. He proceeded to show that Parliament was not 
meant to be a representation of the landed ])ropcrty only as 
th(’ preceding speaker seemed to believe, but of the coin- 
mercial interest in an equal or still greater degr(‘(‘, as appeared 
from the establishment of boroughs — essential parts of that 
representation, in times earlier than any annals or history 
could trace; that there never was any parliament from \Nhiidi 
gentlemen of the long robe were excluded, except that one, 
infamous to a proverb, in the appellation which it acquin'd of 
parliamentum indoctunu He went on to compare the benefit 
d(‘rived to society from the unactuated load of landed abilities, 
which descended from generation to generation, to that 
derived from the acquirements, improvements, and activity of 
immtal superiority ; and showed that either alone might b(‘ 
IKTnicious, yet that both were of real benefit wherever and 
whenever they mixed, but always more so when acting in aid 
of each other. 

The pleasantry with which this topic was handled, as well 
perhaps as the general tone of the argument, irritated Sir 
William to a violent degree, insomuch that he went down to 
the House two days after and gave loose to a most un- 
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measured invective against what he termed his “traducer,” 
designating him indirectly a “ black Jesuit,” “ a pupil of St. 
Omer’s,” fit to be “ secretary to an inquisition for burning 
heretics.” ]\lr. Burke, who on these occasions preserved 
great equanimity of temper, smiled frequently during this 
tirade ; and on its con(*luaion, assailed liim again with a tor- 
rent of ridicule, which it is said the baronet never forgave. 

On another occasion, a considerable time after this. Sir 
William pri‘servc(l more temper, and came off with better 
success. Mr. Burke having spoken at considerable length, 
made a long pause, a tiling rather unusual with him, which 
induced the baronet, who rose to follow him in tlio debate, 
to think he had ended. — “Sir, I have not yet concluded,” 
said Mr. Burke. — “1 beg pardon,” replied Sir William with 
good humour, “but the honourable member can make 
allowance for the mistakes of a country gentleman;” adding 
with grt'at hajipiness, a quotation to the effect that being 
no more than a rustic, he conceived the stream of eloquence 
had ceased, but though it seemed wholly inexhaustible, it 
might probably prove tiresome. — It frequently happened, 
howtwer, tliat the baronet came under the sarcastic lash of 
his more rc'ady and dexterous opponent. 

Sir AV^illiaili Bagott indt‘t‘d was not the only one who 
thought that the importance and wisdom of a senator ought 
to depend on the amount of the stake he possesses in the 
land. Lord Crewe told ]Mr. liaviland Burke a pleasant 
story of a v(*ry opulent Liverpool trader, who having in- 
vested a larg(* sum in tlic purchase of estates, expressed the 
height of his ambition to be to have a park as large as that 
of tiie Duke of Bedford. Calling upon his lordship one day, 
at a time when from some matter of political interest Mr. 
Burke’s name was on every tongue, and in every newspaper, 
lie t‘xclaiin('d in a broad, vulgar, self-sufficient manner — “And 
after all, who is this Mr. Burke, my Lord, that they make 
such a fuss about ? Wliy, he’s nobody . — He has not got our 
numher of acres^ my Lord.” 

The uiimeasim‘d abuse c:ist upon him, induced Shackleton, 
thou in London, to draw up a fair sketch of his character for 
the public, wliich was printed in April in the London 
Evening Post. This gave him groat offence. He WTote a 
most angry letter, stating that his table and bed, hitherto 
siured, had been for the first time ^wantonly forced before the 
public ; his life or conduct required no defence ; he w'^as accus- 
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tomed to libels daily and twice a day ; and it was great irn- 
prudency or worse in others to notice such things, as he never 
descended to do so himself. A deprecatory letter followed 
from his well-intentioned but unlucky friend. In May lie 
rejoined by an apology for the hastiness of temper shewn in 
liis last letter ; the offence w'as forgiven and forgotten ; 
adding that he is “ liable to spurts of passion ; sometimes 
([iiick to offend, but ready to atone.”* 

A circumstance, w^hich subsequent events made of inter(*sl, 
took place in the debate on the address this session wdien 
Mr. Charles Fox, in almost his first parliamentary essay, 
attempting to answer the objections of the Kockingham party 
had some of his arguments successfully turned into ridicule 
bv its leader. No oftence was taken by the young orator, 
ite had been taught some time before by the literary society 
at his father’s table, to think highly of the talents of Mr. 
Burke. lie had known him personally since 1766, at the 
age of seventeen or as Burke once said fourteen ; and they 
had been intimate for about two years ; and in 1769 he 
paid a visit to Gregorios. Further acquaintance insured to 
the latter that admiration from Ins young(T friend, w'hich 
all who knew him intimately involuntarily felt. From an 
admirer of Burke, Mr. Fox became his disciple ; from his 
disciple his coadjutor ; from his coadjutor an amicable rival 
for fame ; until at length, by the occurrence of extraordinary 
and unlooked-for events, they terminated as they began, iii 
being opponents. 

Of this celebrated man it is unnecessary to speak at length, 
and perhaps difficult to draw' a very faithful character w’ith- 
out giving offence to devoted Iriends, or gratifying the spleen 
of political adversaries. Of powers the most commanding, 
and parliamentary talents very extraordinary, he did not 
often exemplify, either in public or private life, the possession 
of that sound prudence and practical wisdom which insure 
public confidence. Something of this was owing to natural 
disposition ; something perhaps to panuital indulgence, 
W'hich left him in the most critical period of life wholly un- 
controlled. His mind, manly even in youth, seemed to haVe 
reached maturity at a bound. Betwt‘en the boy and the 
statesman there was scarcely an inten'al. But there accom- 

* It is remarkable that Shackleton makes the mistake in this paper, of 
calling Mrs. Burke a Roman Catholic. This wjis wholly as ulreafiy stated 
incorrect ; he merely inferred it fvoin the faith of her father. 
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panied this early precocity an utter disregard of self-disci- 
pline and control, verging to absolute tyranny of the passions 
over the judgment. The very excess of dissipated habits, his 
neglect of the observances of common life, his indifference to 
private character which even in his most popular days mad(‘ 
liim an object of distrust to the reflecting part of the nation, 
all indicated an ill-regulated mind. It is said as an ad- 
ditional proof of it, that he neglected too commonly the per- 
formance of religious duties. If so, wdio but must sincerely 
regret so great a misfortune ? If such be the inevitable 
result of early debauchery upon the character, it is, indeed, 
a heavy sentence upon frail humanity. 

Yet his virtues w'ere of the first east. He was affi‘ctionate, 
mild, generous, friendly, and sincere ; thua obscuring his 
errors so effectually that scarcely one of his frimuls could see 
them, or for a moment admit the uncharitable interpretation 
often put upon them by the world. Pew men in public life, 
except perhaps the Irish orator, have had more political 
enemies though in private perhaps not one. AVe might bt‘ 
displeased writh the politician, but it was scarcely possible to 
hate the man. There was a good-natured, almost culpable, 
facility about his characttT w’hen popularity was in question, 
which he often avow'cd lie loved dearly, that frequently 
brought him into the society, and sometimes under the 
influence, of persons not only of inferior talents, but of 
questionable })rinciples and \dews. APithout any community 
of ill-feeling wdth these, or with the enemies of our consti- 
tution and government, it must be confessed that he occa- 
sionally gave such persons his countenance so as to alarm 
the more cautious, the more circumspect, or more timid part 
of the public. This was one of his many sacrifices to vulgar 
apj)lause ; made at a time wiien it became necessary to 
strengthen his ft‘w remaining adherents by allies of every 
description. The same facility mad(' him, in the opinion of 
many, a dupe to the plausibility of Buonaparte, in 1802 and 
1806, and at the former period, caused him to admit to his 
table in Prance a convicted Irish traitor, fresh from carrying 
arms against his country. 

The extraordinary powers wdiich he possessed were chiefly 
from nature, and in debate he often seemed to depcmd upor 
them alone, without considting the surer guide of experience. 
He possessed as may be supposed, infinitely more of ingenuity 
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than of knowledge; more of immediate and spontaneous 
thought than of the fruits of patient research ; more of de- 
cision than of reflection. lie w'as more acute than dis- 
criminating; on most public matters self-willed through life ; 
obstinately attached to his own opinions, and undervaluing 
though not ofiensively, those of the rest of mankind, lie was 
heard to say in the earlier part of his career that “ he had 
never wished to do anything which he did not do,” and that 
“ he considered advice an insult to his understanding.” 

In conversation he was backward and sluggish, seldom 
rising above mediocrity ; in epistolary communication, com- 
mon-place ; in historical writing, slow and laborious, neither 
})rofound nor original. In debate alone ho often rose above 
all competition^ especially in bursts of indescribable power ; 
but as an orator taken in tiie higher and more extended 
sense of the word, whose outpourings are worthy to live in 
the page of history and in the admiration of i)osterity, he 
was on all great occasions much excdled by Burke. 11 (j 
had no command over the passions or imaginations of his 
hearers, and witliout this power an orator m‘V(T can be at 
the head of his art. The bent of his mind in politics was 
to great things rather than to the more coniinon ; to what 
was imposing and thi'oretically perfect, rather than to what 
was useful and applicable, lie caught eagerly at the bold 
and the splendid ; at daring novelties and plausible gene- 
ralities without suliicieiitly considt'ring, or caring for, the 
difficulties opposed to their being carried into etfect. 2\o 
one knew men better in every day life ; but he did not so 
well know many when placed in uneommou and untrieii 
Mtuations. 

A remarkable distinction between him and Burke was, 
that the latter, though educated like a philosopher ami 
often teaching with the wisdom of one, r(*j('cted all theory 
o])posed to experience in treating of the practical business 
of the state. While Fox, brought up as a man of the world 
and always declaiming as such, appeared in pra(.*tice often 
inclined to play the mere philosopher. Though equally 
grand in his vi<‘ws, he had not the same knowledge, the same 
caution, the same penetration as Burke, to I'oresee their 
results. AVhat he clearly saw, no man could better deseribc, 
but bis eye did not take in the wholiJ moral horizon. He 
W'as impatient of that labour of meditation and of calculation 
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which distinguished his celebrated friend and far-seeing 
instructor in all great emergencies. 

His political life must be considered a failure, inasmuch as 
he attained for no time that power for which he had in a long 
career contended. He accomplished no one great measure of 
j)iiblic policy. His name is attached to nothing that we care 
to remember. The credit of opposing the American war 
took up chiefly from Burke as princii)al, and as pointing out 
tlu^ way'for him to pursue, added to his constant teaching and 
])r()inpting on the subject. So on the question of the Freiu-h 
Jtevolution, the next great measure of his life. There 
was overpowered by the superior judgment and genius of 
the latter, both at the moment of conUist and ultimately in 
the more statesman-like views taken of it by his old master. 
— He was in consequence at that time left a leader almost 
without a party, a general without an army ; ])ublic opinion 
having then and eviT since cast the strongest refU‘cti()ns on his 
political wisdom and general conduct in tliat momentous crisis. 

Much also lias been said of his early opposition to the 
cause of Aiiu'rica ; to that of the dissenters ; to that of Mr. 
Wilkes ; to the rights of Juries ; and in fact to every popular 
topic between the years 1709 and 1774. So of his coalitions, 
his sacrifices sometimes to popularity, sometimes to obtain 
party superiority, as indicative of continual inconsistencies 
of conduct ; and that in fact Lord North made him a patriot 
by dismissing him with circumstances of personal indignity 
in 1774, from being a Lord of the Treasury. Let it be 
remembered however that he was then young ; neither let 
us press public men too hardly on the point of seeming 
inconsistency. They are believed by the people to sin in 
that respect much more than they themselves can admit, and 
more than they themselves conscientiously believe. The 
reason seems to be that the change or modification of opinion 
proceeds in their minds gradually and imperceptibly tc its 
completion ; while to the public who know nothing of the 
opi'ration going on, it comes suddenly and unexpectedly. 

Tet we may ask is there any point on w hich a statesman 
may not conscientiously think differently at difft'rent times ? 
Is there any one who has all his life, in oflice and out of 
olli(;e, expressed precisely the same sentiments upon all the 
same subjects ? Is there a man of any description w hoso 
opinions on many topics, have not at some period of his lil'e 
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changed ? He who says the contrary deceives himself, or 
wishes to deceive others. The human mind does not start 
into maturity at once, armed at all points like Minerva from 
the head of Jupiter. It is progrt^ssive in the attainment of 
wisdom ; and though the last actions of our lives may not 
be the wisest, there is as little doubt that men generally, as 
they advance in life, become wiser. 

The transitions of Burke from the eontentions of public, 
to the kindly feelings of private life, are delightful to follow ; 
and to omit the following appeid in favour of a poor and 
distressed, to an angry and richer relative, w’ould be to sin 
against all the charities of the heart. It is addressed to his 
cousin Grarret, shortly before this time — and there were many 
such letters from him. 

“ About two months ago your brother James called upon 
me; until then, I knew nothing of his having been in 
Loudon. He was extremely poor, in a bad state of health, 
and w'ith a wife, to all appearance as wTetched and as sickly 
as he, and big with child into the bargain. It w'as evident 
(uiough that w’ith his epileptic distemper, he was very unfit 
to get his bread by hard labour. To maintain them here 
would be very heavy to me ; more indeed than I could bear, 
w ith the very many other calls I have upon me, of the same 
as well as of other kinds. So I thought the better w^ay would 
be to send them back to their ow n county, w'here by allow - 
ing them a small matter, we might enable them to live. ISIy 
brother was of the same o])inion ; so we provided them for 
the journey homeward.s ; and nothing but the hurry I men- 
tioned, prevented my desiring you to give him on my ac- 
count wherewithal to buy some little furniture and a cou])le 
of cows. I then thought to have allow'ed him t(*n pounds a 
year. His wife told me that wdth a little assistance she 
could earn something; and thus it might be possible for 
them to subsist. 

‘‘This day I got a letter from him, in which the poor man 
tells me he is more distressed than evt‘r ; and that you 

• Georp^e Ilf. described him justly, as appears in a recent work, in 
March 1788, to Mr. W. Grenville, us “ a man of parts, quickness, and great 
eloquence ; but he wanted application, and conae(piently the fundamental 
knowledge necessary for business; and above all v;as totally destitute of 
discretion and sound judgment .” — Court and Cabinets of Geo. III. vol i. 
p. llUd. 
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showed great resentment to him, so far as even to refuse to 
give him any thing that I should appoint for him. I can 
i*eadily excuse the first effect of warmth in an affair tliat 
must touch you so nearly. But you must naturally recollect 
tliat his indigent circumstances, liis unfortunate marriage, 
and the weakness of his mind, which was in a great measure 
the cause of both, make him a just object of pity and not 
of anger ; and that his relation to us neither confers on you 
nor me any right whatsoever to add to his affliction and 
])unishment — but rather calls upon us to do all the little 
good offices in our power to alleviate his misfortunes. 

“ A little reflection will make j^ou sensible of this ; I 
therefore wish you would not only give him now six or seven 
guineas on my account, but that you would .by yourself or 
some friend, tak(‘ care that it should be laid out in the man- 
ner most beneficial for him, and not entrusted to his own 
manageriKMit. If you are not near him, 1 dare say', Dav. 
Crotty, or Jack Nagle would look to his settlement. I can 
have no impropcT view in this ; no more than in the oth(‘r 
affair which 1 earrn'stly recommended to you and offered my' 
assistance to conclude. But you very justly I suppose, paid 
no regard to my opinions or wislu‘s ; I hope you will have 
no reason to be dissatisfied with what you have resolved on 
that occasion. * * * You remember the usual allowance 
1 have made for these two or X\\\vo. years to some poor per- 
sons in your county. You will be so obliging to continue it 
to them according to my plan of la.st year, which you can 
refer to or remember. You will not 8cru])le to advance this 
for me ; and 1 do not doubt but your good nature will pre- 
vail on you to take the trouble. As to my farming, I go on 
pretty w(‘ll. All my’- wheat is in the ground this month 
past ; which is more than some of mv neighbours have been 
able to compass on account of the wetness of the season.” 

In this year Mr. Bichard Burke revisited Grenada, and 
made a purchase of property in St. Yincent’s. The domestic 
affections of Edmund wduch were always particularly sen- 
sitive, felt in this instance some alarm from the insalubrity 
of the climate. The promising i)rogress of his own son, then 
at Westminster School, of whom he was as proud as he was 
fond, gave him great satisfaction. William Bimke thus 
repeats the usual praises of the admiring father. — “ Ned’s 
little boy is every thing we could wish, good in bis person, 
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excellent in temper and disposition, attentive and diligent in 
his studies beyond his years. He has read Virgil and Horace, 
and some ])rose writers. He has gone tiirough about four 
books of Homer, and is reading Lucian with really a scientific 
knowledge of Greek.” 

Dissatisfied with such scanty notices of the debates as 
found their way to the public ear, he now aimed a fresh 
projectile at public opinion in the shape of another 
pamphlet. To Lord Rockingham he thus writes, — “ 'When 
I got home I returned to my business which I did not quite 
neglect while I was at Lord Yerney’s. I lind I must cither 
speak very broad, or weaken the matter and render it vulgar 
and ineftectual. 1 find some difficulties as 1 proceed ; for 
what appears to me self-evident propositions, the condiict 
and pretences of people oblige one formally to prove. * * * 
How’cver a good deal of it ill soon be ready and you may 
dispose of ii as you plt‘ase.” This piece which came out 
in April, was his famous pamphlet, “Thoughts on thi‘ 
Cause of the Prest'iit Disconttmts.” It is perhaps the 
most masterly thing of the kind in our language, exc(‘j)t- 
ing his own work on the l/Vench Revolution; a source 
of interest and information to statesmen; and a species of 
text-book then for the AV’hig connexion. It was not nu'rtdy 
meant as an occasional piece, but for tli(‘ instruetioii of pos- 
terity by the constitutional tendency of its general views, 
the depth and truth of its observations, which with the 
eloquence of the style impart that coiivietion of genius and 
wisdom which wt* feel in j)erusing all his works. It had 
been in his tlio lights for nearly a year previously, and a 
portion of it written ; but frequent references ibr the o})ini()Us 
of the party, some of which "were introduced, and iiumberh‘ss 
interruptions prevented its earlier appearance. 

In this })iece will be found the germ of the h‘ading doc- 
trines which distinguished him iu afti‘r-life. lie wished to 
hold a mean betwetm the extreim^s of w hat w i're eonsidi^red 
the popular and the Court doctriiu'S. Of J^ord Rule lie 
speaks with a candour and moderation Avhieh s<rare(‘ly any 
other public man thought it necessary to observe. The at- 
tack on the secret manamvres of tlie Court irom a states- 
man labouring for ])OWTr, indicated an unusual degree of po- 
litical courage ; nor did some opinions broached by the more 
democratical writers meet with more ceremonious treatment, 
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for which the adherents of ministry on one side, and Mrs. 
Macaulay of republican notoriety on the other, lost no time 
in attacking him. His defence of party connections has 
never been answered ; putting to silence the hitherto 
(rommon reproach a])plied to most ])ublic characters, of 
being party-in('n. Every part had been carefully studied and 
prepared. In May a copy w'as transmitted to Shackleton, 
“ The ])amphlet Avhich I sent to you, and wliich lias been well 
r(‘ceived, will ex])lain the grounds of our proceedings better 
than 1 can do in this place. It is the poiiti(ail creed of our 
])arty. Many parts will be unintelligible to you, 1 confess, 
for w^ant of knowh‘dgeof particular persons and facts; but 
on th(‘ whole 1 think you must enter into tlie design. Head 
it with some attention.” , 

To this production, although previously passed in review' 
bc'fore the lu'ads of the party, Lord Chatham, as to most 
other things not his own, took exception. He wrote to 
Lord Kockingham that it liad doiu‘ harm to the ])arty ; and 
that. “In the wide and ext(‘usive public the whole alone can 
sav(' the w’hoh* against the desperate designs of the Court.” 
Again, A public spirited union is necessary among all who 
would not be slaves.” Strong language this from one in 
his position in the country ; and upon the wlu)le letter, Burkt\ 
tw(‘nty years afterw'ard. mad(‘ a prett\ strong eomment.* 
The “ Fals(' Alarm ” by Johnson, on the other side of 
the (jiiestion, a])peart*d not only without ( Ifeet but w'hen 
(‘(mipared with his opponent, to considerable disadvantage. 
A'o political feeling luterferi'd with their ])rivate friendship. 
Th(‘ good ()Hie<*s of both had beim exerted towards the end 
of the j)ree(‘(ling year in favour of Baretti, who had been 
tried for stabbing a man in tlu' llaymarket, by whom he had 
been attacked ; wlu'ii in consulting on the best pleas to urge 


• “ July 1.*?, 1792.— Lookiiip: overjujor Lord Itookinp-ham’s papers, I find 
this letter from a man wholly unlike liim. It concerns my pamphlet. I 
remember to have seen this knavi.sli h'tterutthe time. The pamphlet is 
iiself, by anticipation, an answer to that priind artificer of fraud. He 
would not like it. 1 1 is pleasant to hear him talk of the great extensive 
jmhlic y-’ho never conversed but 'with a parcel of low toad-eaters. Alas! 
alas ! how different tlie real from the ostensible public man ! Must all 
this theatrical stuffing* and mised heels be necessary tor the character of a 
great man? Edmund Burke.” 

“ Oh ! but tliis does not derogate from his great splendid side ! ’ — 
Rockitigham Memoirs. By the Earl of Albemarle , vol. ii. 
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in Ills defence, Johnson’s usual love of dictation even to 
Burke, appeared in contradicting him with an undue degree 
of warmth ; an error 'which he acknowledged with the same 
frankness. On being reminded of his heat, ho said, *^It 
may be so, sir, for Burke and I should have been of one 
opinion, if we had had no audience.” 

In the summer of 1770 he suffered much disquietude 
from the long illness of his wife. This kept him at home ; 
nursing at once the invalid and the farm; and thence failing, 
as his Irish friends accused him, of neglecting their conse- 
quence and support by not communicating his ojnnions and 
proceedings to many warm admirers there. Lelaud, the 
historian, wrote him occasionally very lively letters, and at 
this period wislied him to negotiate with a bookseller for the 
publication of his Irish history then in a forward state. II 
criticises, likewise, the “Discontents,” as wanting in a fi‘\v 
places his usual elegance of phraseology. 

While descanting in eloquent letters to Lord Itocking- 
ham on public affairs and party prosptads, he 'v\’as not less 
learnedly enlightening Arthur Young on trench-ploughing, 
loam soils, fattening pigs on carrots, with an account of 
sending two waggon loads of the latter to London of “a 
most aromatic snu‘11, firm, and admirai)ly tasted,” for which 
he received six j)ounds fifteen shillings, and the ])aek car- 
riage of coal-ashes, paying exj)cnsi*s! Xot a fanner in his 
neighbourhood had barley-meal, May butter, peas, and 
“porkers’’ more in his thoughts than the militant poli- 
tician, boasting of killing ]dgs of sixte^m and twenty pounds 
the quarter. Agriculture ^^as w ith him not merely a pursuit, 
but a passion. His energy of mind seemed capable of 
grasping anything he took in hand. Occ*asional misgivings 
indeed arose, w'heth(*r certain farming c.\j)crimeuts were as 
profitable as they had jiromiscd. 

The session 1770-1771, opening on the 13th Tsovember, 
proved a busy and important one. Never jierhaps 'was 
party spirit and general disquiet more ])r(‘valent in the 
kingdom, excepting in states of actual disturbance. Notes 
of some of his speeches are to be found in Sir H. Caven- 
dish’s reports, a probable source of information pointed out 
in this w ork m 1826, and since published in part (1841), 
though still inc(jmplcte. 

The principal of these were on the Address — on 3Ir. 
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Dowdesweirs motion on the conduct of ministers — Mr. 
Phipps’s, on thti power of the Attorney- General to file in- 
formations ex-ollicio— Serjeant Glynn’s, on the powers and 
duties of juries — the dispute regarding the Falkland Islands, 
and a few others, among which was a skilful and soothing 
one to allay a quarrel tlmeatening a duel, between Mr. 
Wedderburne and Charles Fox — ^for both of whom he ex- 
pressed “ sincere regard and affection.” After the recess 
his principal ellbrts were on the dis])ute with Spain ; on a 
bill for ascertaining the riglits of electors in choosing their 
representatives ; and on IVlr. Dowdeswell’s on the rights and 
powers ol' jurii's in prosecutions for libel. The latter was 
wholly liis own measure, submittt?d previously to Lord liock- 
ingham and the heads of the party, and introduced by a 
member of station and weight. Lord Chafham privately 
opposed this bill, and wanted its modification. Burke as 
strenuously urged that they must not give way, as there was 
evident design to deprive tlie party of the credit of what 
would be one of their best and nu>st popular measures. It is 
not a little curious that JMr. Fox who then likewise opposed it, 
took this bill nearly to the letter, for his own libel bill in 1791, 
as will bt‘ seen in a future page. So far was Burke in advance 
of the eminent men of the day, in requiring an enactment 
that the jur}' should be judges both of the law and the fact. 

To this immediately succetHied the important contest be- 
tween the House of Commons and the City Magistrates, 
grouiid(*d on the question of the printers giving tlie ])ro- 
ceedings in Parliament. This great question, arising from 
the cupidity of a few obscure individuals, thougli long felt 
to be a grievance, terminated in securing one of the greatest 
constitutional ]Drivileges gained since tlie devolution, — the 
tacit liberty of publisliing the debates. 

The member for Weudover embraced the popular side of 
the question with his accustomed zeal and ability ; and when 
at length the House confessed itself conquered by adjourning 
over the day on which ]\ir. Wilkes was ordered to attend, ho 
did not cease to pursue tlieir resolutions with reproach and 
ridicule. On the 2nd of April, in company with tlie Dukes 
of Portland and Manchester, Marquis of dockingham, Earl 
Fitz william, Lord King, and others, he paid a formal visit to 
the Lord Mayor and Alderman Oliver in the Tower. A 
proposition by Alderman Sawbridge to shorten the duia- 
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tion of Parliaments was with equal decision opposed bj him 
as inexpedient and uncalled for by llie sense of the country. 
'The substance of this speech has a place in his works. 

In the spring of the year, Barry who had executed two or 
three paintings for his patron while abroad, returned from 
Italy not only filled with impressions of the great superiority 
of his art, but also with a more noxious disposition too often 
imbibed by long residence on the continent— an inclination 
to Deism. Mr. Burke, with the activity of a true friend, 
immediately assailed this o])inion with the most powerful 
arguments and a few good books, particularly Bislio]) Butler’s 
Analogy, and by these means succeedt“d in fixing the eccentric 
painter’s belief in reveah'd religion. It is a memorable instance 
of the enveiiamed spirit abroad against this distinguished 
man, long afterwards, for his opj)()sitiou to revolutionary 
France, tliat among other slanderous accusations of the day, 
was that of having been given to deistical raillery. 

His acquaintance with Dr. Beattie who had arrived in 
London during the suninuT, pr(*cedcd by tlie fame of his 
“Minstrel,” and “Essay on Truth,” perhaj)s imdtcd him 
more strongly to convince the artist of his error. The latter 
work he and Johnson praised highly for its support of religion 
in opposition to the sceptical inetajdiysics of Hume. Burke's 
opinion of such j)ersoiis is given with characteristic force in 
the letter to a Xoble Lord when speaking of the Philo- 
sophers of tlie National Convention. Nothing can be con- 
ceived more hard than the heart of a thorough-bred meta- 
physician. It comes nearer to the cold malignity of a 
wicked spirit than to the frailty and j)assion of a man. It is 
like that of the principle of e\dl himself, incorporeal, pure, 
uiimixcd, dephleginated, delfccated evil.” Bt‘atlit‘’s opinion 
of the science is not more favourable : — “ Jt is the bane of 
true learning, true taste, and true sci(‘nce ; to it wc; owe all 
modem sc(*pticism and atlieism ; it lias a bad effect upon the 
Iminan faculties, and tends not a little to sour the temper, to 
subvert good principles, and to disqualify men for tlie business 
of life.” 

In September 1771, Goldsmith writing to Mr. Langton, 
thus alludes to their friend’s usual occupation : — “ Burke is 
a farmer, en attendant a better place, but visiting about too.” 
In proof of the orator’s farming propensities to which the 
poet thus alludes, the following scientific remarks on bacon 
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and hogs in a letter to his cousin about this time, may be 
added to a former passage. 

“We have had the most rainy and stormy season that has 
been known. I have got my wheat into the ground better than 
some others ; that is about four and twenty acres ; I pro- 
posed liaving about ten more, but, considering the season 
this is tolerable. Wheat bears a tolerable price, though a 
good deal lallen : it is forty-tw'o shillings tlie quarter, that is 
two of your barrels. Barley tw'cnty-four shilJings. Peas 
very high, twenty-seven to thirty shillings the quarter ; so 
that our bacon will come dear to us this season. I have put 
up four hogs. I killed one yesterday which weighed a little 
more than tw’elve score. Of the other three, oik^ is now near 
lifteen score, the other about twcdve. I shall, ])iit up seveu 
now' for pickled pork ; these weigh when lit to kill near seven 
score a pi(‘ce. To what weight do you generally feed bacon 
hogs in your part of the country ? Here they gcmorally fat 
them to about fourteen or fifteen score. In Berkshire, near 
us, th(‘y carry them to tw'enty-tivt‘ and thirty score. 

“ 1 am now going into some new' method, having contracted 
with a London seedsman for early white peas at a guinea a 
barrel. These I shall sow in drills in February, dunging th(‘ 
ground for them. They will be off early (‘noiigh to sow 
turnips. Thus 1 shall save a fallow' without 1 think in the 
least iiijuring my ground, and get a good return besides. A 
crop of such j)eas w ill be near as valuable as a crop of wheat; 
and they do not exhaust the soil ; so little, that as far as my 
experience goes, they are not much inferior to a fallow'. 1 
will let you know my success in due time. * * I heard 

not long since from iny brother, who w'as, thank God, very 
well. Let me hear from you as soon as you can. Whenever 
1 w rote, I forgot to dtjsire you to give a guinea from Lare* 
to her father at Killivellen — for my delay be so good to give 
him half a guinea more.” 

The following passage in another letter gives us an idea of 
tl:e very distant terms he w as on with Lord Shelburne even 
from their first accjuaintanco in politics — and this coolness 
increased as they advanced in their career. Mr. Garrel 
Nagle, it seems, wished to become agent to some of his Lord- 
ship’s Irish estates ; an office not disdained by many of the 


• One of his servants. 
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country gentleman of Ireland, to absentee and even resident 
noblemen. After stating bis inclination to do all in bis 
power for a young relative wbo wished to go to India ; and 
along passage on farming affairs, be goes on to say, — “ Now 
I will say a word or two on your own business, concerning 
tbe agency you mentioned. Lord 8h. has been for many 
years very polite to me ; and that is all. I have no interest 
with him whatsoever ; for which reason when I received 
your letter, I thought it best to speok to Bar re who is in 
close connexion with him. He had not then heard of Parker’s 
death. He told me that he seldom or never interfered in 
Lord Shelburne’s private affairs, and believed that if ho 
should on this occasion, it could have no effect, but he said 
he w^ould try ;^and that if there was any prospect of success 
he w’ould let me know it. He has said notliing to me since.” 

Another letter some time subsequent to this, which would 
occupy if transcribed, five or six pages, is w holly filled with 
farming affairs, more especially on the culture of the turnip, 
its risks, beuelits and disadvantages. For this detail (ho 
says) he has chosen a wet day, in which lie can do nothing 
out of doors ; and being addn'ssed to a farmer, a more ap- 
propriate time or to])ic could not be chosen. From his 
account it a])j)cars he had ni*arly thirty acres in turnips, and 
in the ])recediug y(*ar, no less thiui one hundred and ten 
loads of natural hav ; clover hay he adds sold then from 
thirty to thirty- six sliillings the load. The truth of a remark 
upon cultivation will be immediaU‘ly iH*cognised by the 
practical farmer and furnish (nddence of shrew d observation. 
‘‘ I am satisfied that no cheap method of tillage ean be a 
good one. All pi'ofit of lands is derived from manure and 
labour ; and neither of them, much less botli of them, ean bo 
liad but at a dear rate. 1 should not even consider the 
cheapness of labour in any particular part as a very great 
advantage. It is something without doubt. But then I have 
aUvays found tliat labour of men is nearly in proportion to 
tlicir pay. lleiv wx* are sixpence a day lower than wdthiii 
a few miles of London ; yet I look n])on the work there te 
be in eficct nearly as reasonable as here ; it is in all respects 
so much better and so much moreexp(‘ditiously done.” 

In the month of November, 1771, his acquaintance with 
American affairs w^as rewarded by the ajipointment of Agent 
to the state of New York, worth nearly £700. per annum. 
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which, though it tended on all future occasions to give him 
the most correct views of American alfairs, diminished perhaps 
the effect of his orator)*^ in the House, and of his wisdom out 
of doors, from an illiberal surmise that his advice might not 
be whoUy disinterested. 

The belief that he was Junius had now" become almost 
universal. Nearly all the Ministry and most of his private 
friends scarcely preserved any" delicacy in their allusions ; 
some in tones of compliment, others in as strong expressions 
of regret. In vain he tried to undeceive all ; Lord Mans- 
field, as one of the most serious sufferers, w"as for a time 
implacable. Sir William l)ra])er, IMr. Gerard Hamilton, 
and many more moving in spheres whc're he was less known, 
could not be convinced. Even his old friend, the Bishop of 
Chester (Dr. ]\Iarkham), imbibed the same im])rcssion, in- 
fluenced by the constant and unmeasured abuse in the public 
journals, which the accused never de>c(‘iuled to contradict. 

To turn this current of opinions aside il‘ ]>ossible he had 
in the debate on !Mr. Phipps* motion, characterized Junius 
in those mingled terms of censure and ap})roval, w'hich are 
too well known to require repetition here, and of which 
Sir II. Cavendish retains only the substance in his report. 
'.I o the same end perha])s he slightly" compliinent(‘d Lord 
Mansfield, or rather tlie Judges generally, in Serjeant 
G-lynii’s motion, and was called publicly to account for this 
small civility" to the unpopidar Chief J ustice. At length 
jMr, Cliaj'les Townshend, broiljcr t)f ]\Ir. Thomas Towns- 
hend, (usnally called in the corrcspondcmcc of the day, 
3\)mniy), whose father he occasionally visited at Pragnall, 
thouglit pro[)(T in conversation and by k'ttcr to advert ex- 
pressly to the (picstion. A ])rompt denial, conclu'd in mo- 
derate terms, was the natural response, — his ti’ieiids he said 
he had satisfied : his eneiuies who had advanced this charge 
for malignant purpose's, he never would satisfy. Again the 
same coiTespondent addressed him, stating that some of their 
friends require'd a more positive and dirirt negative' ; that 
even Bishop ]\Iarkham te^ whom he (Burke) had written on 
the' same topie*, had expresse*d surjiriso at not receiving a 
more unqiialilieel disavowal e)f aU participation in the letters. 
To this irksome catechising he again replied, pledging his 
honour that he knew- nothing whatt've'r of the> writer. 

The former friendly eudeavours of the Bishop to aid his 
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views, had given him as he imagined a species of privilege to 
take liberties, which about this period w’as exerted to its fullest 
extent. He addressed letters to Burke, couched in a censori- 
ous if not gross and inexcusable tone. He condemned the 
whole of his political career, conduct, principles, opinions, 
friends, and associations as bad ; told him he had no claim to 
high office ; such arrogance in a man in his condition was in- 
tolerable ; terms his lead in the measures of his party as run- 
ning the extreme line of wickedness ; that he gives the world 
an impression of being a man capable of things dangerous and 
desperate ; that in going into the House of Commons he 
entered like a wolf into a fold of lambs, snapping now at one 
and now at another ; that he ill-treats the first men in the 
kingdom ; that his house was no better than a hole of adders ; 
and much more to tlie same effect. These letters have not been 
presen’ed. The ofiensive passages however are embodied in 
the reply a long and effective one, which was found among 
his papers, couched in the most moderate tone — that of sorrow 
not of anger — as if thus to convict tlu* Bishop of error and 
harshness, and who had likewise accused him of being unable 
to distinguish admonition from reproach. It is creditable to 
the philosophy of the orator, that these trials of temper by 
the prelate, produced no permanent estrangement. 

The next session, 1772, was short and produced little of 
importance. A petition from 250 clergymen of the Establish- 
ment and several members of the professions of law and 
physic, praying to be relieved from subscription to the 
39 Articles and called, from their ]>laco of nu^eting, the 
Feathers’ TavtTn Association, he opposed in conjunction 
with ministry, against the opinions of nearly all his own 
party. His argumenf , among othc’r reasons was, that while 
the associators professed to belong to the Establishment^ and 
profited by it, no hardship could be implied in requiring some 
common bond of agreement such as the subscription in 
(piestion, among its members. 

Acting upon the same principle he supported a motion soon 
afterwards, made to rdieve Dissenting Ministers who neither 
agreed with the Church, nor participated in its eniolumints, 
from this test. It was carried through the Commons by a 
great majority though rejected by the Lords. The repeal of 
the Marriage Act, which Charles Fox quitted office for a 
moment to propose, was resisted by Burke, of whose speech 
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Horace Walpole writes: — “Burke made a long and fine 
oration against the motion. * * * He spoke with a choice 
and variety of language, a profusion of metaphors, and yet 
with a coiTectness of diction that were surprising. His fault 
was copiousuess above measure.” A bill to quiet the 
possessions of the subject against dormant claims of the 
Church, introduced the 17th of February, found in him a 
powerful though unsuccessful advocate, on the same principle 
as the Nullum Tom pus Act against dormant claims of the 
Crown. Fragments of some of these speeches are given in 
his works, lie also took a considerable share in Colonel 
Burgoy lie’s motion, April 13th, for a select committee on 
East India aftairs. Again on the following day in a com- 
mittee of the whole House, on a scries of resolutions moved 
by Mr. Pownall, to regulate the importation and exportation 
of corn. 

On the budget discussed May 1st ; on a bill to regulate 
the internal government of the African Company ; and on 
some amendments made by the Lords in a money clause in 
the corn bill, he also took part, lamenting on the latter 
occasion a violent disagreement which had taken place 
between the Houses; and pointing out forbearance and 
temper to the Commons as the most dignified mode of reply 
to the rude insults received from the Peers. Tiie bill itself, as 
infringing upon the rights of the House in money matters, 
was tossed over the table and kicked by members on both 
sides of the (piestion along the iloor as they went out. 

It is recorded by Boswell, that Hr. »lolmson, in conver- 
sation, onct^ made a hull. As a faithfid chronicler, it must 
not be concealed by the present writer that Mr. Burke in the 
debate on the budgtd this year, used the same figure of 
speech to the great amusement of the House ; having however 
tlie pleas of liis country, and the heat of argument, to urge 
in extenuation of this usually mirthful slip of the tongue. 
“ The Minister,” said he, “comes down in state, attended 
by his creatures of all denominations, beasts clean and un- 
clean. With such however as they are, he comes down, 
opens his budget, and edifies us all with his speech. WhaL 
is the consequence ? One half of the House goes away. A 
gentleman on the opposite side gcjts up and harangues on the 
state of the nation; and in order to keep matters even, 
another half retires at the close of his speech. A third 
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gentleman follows their example, and rids the House of 
another half (a loud laugh througli the House). “ Sir,” said 
he, turning the laugh with some address and liumour, “ I take 
the blunder to myself, and express my satisfaction at having 
said any thing that can put the House in good humour.” 

East India affairs had occupied many of his studious hours, 
and when debated in the Commons had elicited from him 
what were considered sound o])inions upon the (condition and 
rights of the Company. At this period they had fallen into 
considerable confusion. Their decline was felt by the pro- 
prietors in the most sensitive of all points— the dividends. 
No arguments are so conclusive as thost* of pecuniary loss. 
To repair this deficiency by controlling expenditure where 
profusion had been tlu- rule and to work out an improving 
revenue, ability , and charact(‘r of a high order were ma-essary. 
These were found at once by the directors in the indefa- 
tigable member for AWndover. In the autumn of this year 
he was offered in tlieir name by Sir George Colebrooke, the 
first position in a supervisorship of three, ('inpowerial to trace 
out in detail the whole administrative system of India, and to 
remedy all tliey could find amiss. No complinu'nt could be 
greater to his talents and integrity, no ])roposal more advan- 
tageous to his straitened finances, but in defiance of both he 
declined — to the serious disadvantage* of that (*ountry. 
The first hint of this determination was given to the Duke 
of Richmond, to whom after a visit to Goodwood he thus 
wrote: — “ As I trotknl toward towji ye.st(*rday, 1 turned over 
in my mind tlie subject of our last conversation. I set it in 
every light I could possibly ]>lace it, and after the best 
deliberation in my power, I came to a resolution not to 
accept the offer whicli was made to me.” Om* of the chief 
reasons probably was the silence of Lord Rockingham, who 
when written to by Burke and Sir G. Colebrooke, gave no 
answer. The inference^ was obvious. lie could not spare 
the parliamentary talents of his z(*alous supporter ; and felt 
too much delicacy to give a negative to what promised to be 
so conducive to that friimd’s pecuniary interests. Had the 
appointment been accepted, it might be curious to speculaL* 
on what would have been the result of a meeting with 
Hastings on Indian ground. The latter had then scarcely 
entered upon his career of aggression. While Burke with 
equal energy and decision of character, with infinitely more 
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of principle, more humanity, more popular talents, a leader 
in parliament and sure to resume that station whenever he 
thought proper, added to a hatred of any thing like oppression 
which indeed formed the leading feature of his life, it is pro* 
bable that Hastings never could have accomplished, perhaps 
not attempted, the oftences for which he was afterwards tried. 

At this moment the political liorizon appeared to be un- 
clouded. The people were still. AVilkes, the printers, and 
the Middlesex election seemed forgotten. So unpromising 
were appearances for oj)position, that Lord Hockingham him- 
self proposed —not a secession — but a partial absence from 
Parliament as a meansof arousing the country from its apathy. 
To thisBurke at first gave a qualified assent,but soon withdrew 
it. His opinion proved to be that of the majority of the party, 
which deemed the measure now' inexpedient, as it had been 
deemed after the Middlesex conti'st, when the latter made 
the proposal w ith a greater prospect of producing effect. His 
skill on this occasion brought forth the avowal from the 
Duke of Richmond, — ‘‘Indt'ed, Burke, you have more merit 
than any man in keeping us together.*' AV^hile this was in 

P rogress, a brisk correspondence was kept up with the Duke, 
iord Rockingham, and Mr. Dowdeswell. All of them ex- 
pressed unusual fears of being exposed to prying adversaries 
through the medium of the Post Oiiice, and at length one of 
Burke’s was opened, — a proceeding as it appeared, not 
uncommon in the lax ollicial morality of the time. Ilis letters 
are so full as almost to seem that letter wrriting was his 
chief business. 

Parliament met in November, llis first labours were on 
the Navy estimates and the East India Company’s affairs. 
His son who had been entered some time before at Christ 
Church, Oxford, he took to Prance during the recess, in 
order to acquire the language, as he wrote to Shackleton, 
“ while the organs are limber. I have found the greatest 
inconvenience from the want of it.” Young Burke was 
placed at Auxerre to reside under special charge of the 
Bishop, to whom he had been introduced. 

It was on this visit he first saw Marie Antoinette, who 
appeared in that glow' of splendour and of youthful beauty 
which when afterwards depicted by his pen drew the com- 
passion and sympathies of Europe. All the chief of those 
coteries since so much celebrated in literary history, were 
one led to receive him ; but their prevailing spirit in politics 
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as well as in religion, excited in his mind a strong degree of 
aversion. He formed but few acquaintance at this time, 
some of whom were ecclesiastics and afterwards his guests 
as emigrants. 

Never perhaps were there seen together in one capital, at 
one time, so many men, and even women, of extraordinary 
intellectual powers. But the lustre which they cast upon 
ev^py department of science and literature, was scarcely 
more remarkable than the perversion of mind which led 
tlicm to despise the first and greatest bonds which hold 
society together. They valued everything but religion ; they 
practised every thing but morality. Infidelity and too often 
vice formed their chief links of union ; and the mass, splendid 
as it was, forijned but a species of moral dung-heap, rotten 
and stinking at heart, but luminous on the surface by the 
very excess of putrefaction. Too sagacious not to sec the re- 
sults, the scene gave him some alarm and dislike ; particularly 
as this disregard of morals seemed joined w ith antipathy to 
all existing institutions of their country. In the very next 
session of Parliament he pointed out “ this conspiracy of 
Atheism to the watchful jealousy of governments ; and 
though not fond of calling in the aid of the secular arm to 
suppress doctrines and opinions, yet if ever it w as raised it 
should be against those enemies of their kind, who would 
take from man the noblest prerogative of his nature, that at* 
being a religious animal. Already under the systematic at- 
tacks of these men I see many of the props of good govern- 
ment beginning to fail. I see propagal(‘d prineipl(?s w’hicli 
will not leave to religion even a toJeral ion, and make virtue 
herself less than a name,” Memorable words indeed when 
we remember their literal fulfilment. 

He did not hesitate while there, in his usual uncompro- 
mising W’ay, to assail the prevailing opinions; to which 
Horace "VValpole writing in March, thus jocularly alludes : 
“ Mr. Burke is returnt^d from Paris, where he was so much 
the mode that happening to dispute with the philosophers, it 
grew the fashion to be Christians. St. Patrick himself did 
not make more converts.” 

His labours during the remainder of the session (1773) 
were an animated speedi on a petition of Protestant Dissen- 
ters, and several on afi’airs of the East India Company, in 
which the extent of his acquaintance with the subject were 
avowed by the Directors, Members of the House, to be very 
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honourable to his industry. A commission of supervision 
was at length ordered to be sent out against all the efforts of 
Opposition, though the Minister did not hesitate to profit by 
a variety of suggestions thrown out by its leader. The former 
always professed admiration of his talents, and it was more 
than once said would have been glad to secure his assistance, 
or his silence on any terms he chose to propose. “ I attest 
heaven and earth,” said the latter, in debate at the time, “that 
in all pla(*es, and at all times, 1 have steadlastly shoved aside 
the gilded hand of corruption, and endeavoured to stem the 
torrent which threatens to overwhelm this island.” Adding, 
on another occasion — “ I know’ the political map of England 
as well as the Noble Lord (North), or as any other person ; 
and I know that the way I take is not the path to prefer- 
ment.” “I know', indeed,” said he, in the first debate on the 
afiairs of the Company (Dec. 7, 1772), “ that the same qua- 
lifications now-a-days make a good member of Parliament 
that formerly made a good monk. ‘ Tria faciunt monachum 
— Bene loqvi de superiore— tegere breviarum taHter qualiter — 
et sinere res vadere ut vadunt* In English— Speak well of 
the Minister— Read the lesson he sets you, taliter qualiter, 
and let the state take care of itself — sinere res vadere ut 
vadunty This irreverent allusion to so (essential a part of 
Popery, miglit almost have satisfied Sir AVilliam Bagot him- 
self of the little r(*spect for its forms entertained by the 
speaker. 

The hold which he had now ac(juirod on public opinion, and 
the lead taken in the popular branch of the Legislature w’ere 
the best evidences of his importance and powers ; for little 
favour is given there to any man who docs not by unques- 
tionable* talents conquer his way to it. 

The House of Commons is in many respects a remarkable 
assembly. It is not only the popular branch of the Legis- 
lature, the immediate organ and j)urscbearer of the people, 
the jealous guardian of the Constitution, the chosen temple 
of fime as Burke himself termed it, the main avenue to 
hqnours and power, but it is espt*cially the great touchstone 
of ability for public business. A man may often deceive 
himself or mislead others on the real extent of his capacity 
for such employment, but he can rarely impose upon that 
body. Few know perhaps of what they arc capable w'hen 
they enter into it, and few come out without having found 
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their just weight in the political balance. It does not 
therefore merely serve to make a man great, but if he be 
really deficient in the qualities of a great statesman, it is 
sure to place him where he should be. Elsewhere it may be 
difficult to draw this invidious distinction ; but there it is 
done silently though efTectually. Kivalry is inseparable from 
the spot. It is in vain from the number of penetrating eyes, 
quick cars, emulative and jealous feelings, subtle and powerful 
understaruliiigs directed to all the ])roceeding8 of a member 
to hope that incapacity can escape detection, or mediocrity 
seize the palm of excellence. A dull man will soon be neg- 
lected, a superficial one seen through, a vain one laughed at, 
and an ignorant one despised. There is perhaps no earthly 
ordeal for statesmen so trying as this; and no abilities which, 
by passing through it with celebrity may not be taken as 
sterling. 

But in addition to those, it serves other useful purposes. 
It is the great purger and purifier of political opinions. No 
person of moderate capacity desirous of being instructed, or 
of gaining from the experience of older senators what they 
have partly gained from their predect'ssors, can sit there 
long without being wiser, or if not, the presumption is 
against his understanding. If he be at all open to convic- 
tion new lights will break in upon him on almost all subjects 
of dispute ; his prejudices, his pre-conceived and imperfect 
notions will be one by one removed to be re arranged in 
more perfect combinations elaborated in this school of prac- 
tical wisdom and popular dtnelopment of mind. 

Nor is it less serviceable as the scourge of more vulgar 
political quackery. A conceited or tiirbuieiit man who may 
assume a high tone with the public at large on the infallibility 
of his remedies for national evils, no sooner goes there than 
he sinks into neglect or comparative insignificance. The 
decorum, and awe inspired by ilie place, commonly strike liim 
dumb, and while silent he is safe. But if once tempted to give 
vent to crude schemes or unsound notions, he is assaulted 
by th(; united powers of eloquence, argument, and ridicule : 
and beaten, if not out of the House at least out of notice. 
Presumption and dogmatism on topics of general interest, 
deserve and meet with no quarter there ; and projects, which 
for a time mislead even sensible men out of doors, are no 
sooner touched by the Ithuriel spear of the House of 
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Commons, than their folly or mischief becomes evident. Yet 
persons are sometimes found even there wholly incurable ; 
impenetrable to reasonin|2; and insensible to contempt; to 
whom the knife and the cautery are applied in vain to extir- 
pate errors ; but the exceptions only prove tlie rule. 

A brisk correspondence, as usual, was kept up during the 
summer with Lord Itockingham. A sporting friend in 
America having written for one of his Lordship’s jockies, 
Burke remarks that if George Grenville had been alive and 
in oflicts he certainly would have made him pay export duty ! 
To the Duk(' of Jthdimond on a previous occasion in allusion 
to politics, he quoted as applicable to his Grace, the well- 
known boast of Wilkes, who in making love, would engage 
against the handsomest hdlow in England provided he had a 
month’s start of his rival to make amends for his face. Pub- 
lic topics necessarily formed the great staple of these letters. 
Among the numbc'r was a proposed tax on Irish absentees, 
which became whispertal abroad toward the end of Septem- 
ber; and in addition to a private communication to Lord Eock- 
inghain, eventually drew an able letter, now in his works, 
from Burke to Sir Cliarlcs Bingham in Dublin, who had ex- 
pressly written for Ids opinion on the subject. This opinion 
[)roved strongly against it , Lord Charlemont and other friends 
to the proposal, w(‘re ])rettv well converted by his arguments ; 
and being secomled by a representation to Lord North from 
some of tlie chitd’ proj)rietors resident in England on the in- 
justice of the measure, caused it to be abandoned. 

His arguments on this question appear so forcible that 
perhaps they are not to be answered, at least I have not 
seen any serious attempt to refute them. Absenteeism is an 
old grievance of Ireland ; and as the cry against it has been 
stronger lately perhaps than ever, this letter is wtdl worthy of 
consideration, as proving that whatever may be the remedy 
for the evil, a direct tax of ten per cent on non-resident 
landlords as was then proposed, is not the most eligible. To 
Lord liockingham he says, “ I nevcT can forget that I am 
an Irishman. 1 flatter myself, perhaps; but I think I 
wduM shed my blood rather than see the limb I belong to 
oppressed and defrauded of its due nourishment. But this 
measure tends to put us out of our place, and not to im- 
prove us in our natural situation. It is the mere effect of 
narrowness and passion.” 
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The general resistance to authority at Boston, and the 
destruction of the tea sent thither in consequence of the 
exaction of duty, made the session of 1774 an important 
one, in consequence of the measures adopted by the Ministry 
against the refractory port and province of Massachusets. 
A general feeling prevailed at home, even among many mem- 
bers of Opposition, that some punisliment was necessary. 
Mr. Burke however though unsupported by his party, de- 
clared decidedly against the Boston Port Bill, deprecating it 
in the most solemn manner as partial, severe, unjust towards 
the innocent ; fraught with danger to our authority, and 
threatening to bring the question of force at once to issue. 
“ Never,” said he, did anything give me more heart-felt 
sorrow than the present measure.” And it proved unhappily 
as he expected it would do, the great turning point of A.meri- 
can politics ; but strange to say scarcely another man of talents 
in the House viewed the proceeding with similar alann ; 
another memorable instance of profound political foresight. 

His private letters expressed the same language as his 
speeches. One of these written at this time (Feb. 1774) to 
the well-known General Lee then in America, but not yet 
suspected of int('nding to join the discontented in their 
hostility, gave his stuitiments moderately, but explicitly. 

“ It was extremely kind of you to remember your friends 
in our dull worn-out hemisphere, among the inhnite objects 
of curiosity that are so exuberantly spread out before you in 
the vast field of America. There is indeed abundant matter, 
both natural and political, to give full scope to a mind active 
and enterprising like yours ; where so much has been done 
and undone ; and where still there is an ample range for wis- 
dom and mistake ; — either must produce considerable efiects 
in an aflfair of such extent and im])ortance. It would be no 
light mischief, and no trivial benefit, Wlu'ii one ctiusiders 
what might be done there, it is truly miserable to tliink of 
its present distracted condition. But as tlie errors whiclj 
have brought things into that state of confusion are not 
likely to be corrected by am influence of ours upon either 
side of the water, it is not wise to speculate too much on the 
subject. It can have no effect but to make ourselves uneasy, 
without any possible advantage to the })ublic. 

“ Here, as we hiiv(* met, so we continue, in the most jxt- 
fect repose. * * * Whether the American afiairs will bu 
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brought before us is yet uncertain. Saturday, I heard the 
Massachusets petition against their governor and deputy 
discussed before the council. It was spoken to very ably by 
tlie counsel on either side ; by Messrs. Dunning and Lee, 
lor the province ; by Mr. Wedderburn, for the governors. 
The latter uttered a furious philippic against poor l)r. Frank- 
lin. It required all his philosophy, natural and acquired, to 
support him against it. I hear that the petition will bo 
rejected. The council was the fullest of any in our memory. 
Thirty-five attend(*d.” 

On that occasion Dr. Priestley, with whom he was ac- 
quainted, tells the following anecdote. — “ Going along 
J’arliaincnt Street on the morning of the 291h January, 
1774, I met Mr. Burke and Dr. Douglas, IJishop of Salis- 
bury, when the former introduced ns to each other as men 
of h'tters, and inquired whither I was going. 1 rcjdicd, I 
could say whither 1 wished to go, and on explaining it was 
to the Privy Council, he desired me to accompany him. 
The ante-room jiroved to be so full of persons on the same 
iTrand as ourselves, that I despaired even getting near the 
door. ‘ Keep fast hold of me,’ said Mr, Burke, locking my 
arm within his, and forcing his way with much difficulty to 
th(? door. ‘You are an excellent leader, Mr. Burke.* ‘I 
wish others thought so too,* replied he. We got in among 
tlie first, Mr. Burkt* taking his stand behind the chair next 
to the President, and 1 next to him.** 

To Lord Bockingham his opinions w'ere as usual strongly 
expressed, lit' (*ould not account for the infatuation of the 
ministry and the country. A robbery of any note on 
-llounsknv, he said, would excite more notice than the riots 
in America which threatened to dissever an empire. His 
foresight how'cver did not pass unappreciated. A vote of 
thanks passed to him from the Gommilteo of Trade at 
Manchester; and another from the African Company, for 
his knowledge and support of various commercial measures. 
“ With admiration and respect,** the former flatteringly said, 
“ wo behold you. Sir, in the possession of the most distin- 
gui.hed abilities; happier still in the most patriotic appli- 
cation of them in the service of your country.** ANThilc the 
statesman felt thus gratified, the father wuis not less so by a 
letter from the celebrated Madame Du DefTand with pro- 
mising accounts of his son, who now she said spoke French 
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like his native language. She likewise sent the prize dis- 
course of the year at the Academy, of which she requested 
his sincere opinion. 

The parliamentiiry proceedings in which ho took a leading 
part, were in perpetuating Mr. Grenville’s Election Bill, 
which was strongly though unaccountably opposed; the 
budget ; the Quebec Government Bill ; bills for altering the 
government of Massachusets; and the petitions to whicli 
they gave rise. But the distinguishing feature of the session, 
and the greatest elFort of oratory as universally considered, 
w'hich had hitherto been made in the House of Commons, or 
in any other popular assembly, was his speech on the lOth 
of April, on a motion by Mr. Bose I’uIUt who usually sup- 
ported ministry, wholly to repeal the obnoxious tea duty. lie 
did not rise as was often Ids practice, till the evening had 
advanced and some members were withdrawn, who on tlie 
report of his unusual brilliancy, hurried back to give frequent 
and audible testimonies of admiration of his eloquence though 
they w'ould not give him their votes. The murmurs of ap- 
plause ill the gallery it is said were only restrained from 
bursting out by awe of the House. Tl was on this occasion 
after the delivery of a particularly ))owcrful passage, that 
Lord John Townshend, who had retired thitlier with some 
friends, exclaimed aloud, “ Good God! what a man tliis is! 
how could lie acquire such transcendent ])o\vcrs?” 

The plain, practical, common-sense jiolicy, recommended 
in the following animated jiassage, drew from Mr. Sampson, 
an intelligent American of some weight in tliat country and 
much in the conlidciujo of Dr. Franklin, a loud exclamation 
to a friend, w ho sat at a little distance in the gallery : “ You 
have got a most wamderful man here*; li-' underslauds more 
of America than all the rest of your House put logidher.” 

‘‘ Jjct us, Sir, embrace some system or othiT helorc we end 
this session. Ho you mtraii to tax America, and to draw' a 
productive revenue from her? If you do, sp(‘ak out ; name, 
hx, ascertain this revenue; settle its (juantity; detine its 
objects ; provide for its collection ; and tlien tight w hen you 
have some! hiug lo tight for. If you murder — rob; if you 
kill— take pos>ession ; and do not appear in the character of 
madmen as well as assassins, violent, vi ml ietive, bloody, and 
tyrannical, without an object. But may better counsels 
guide you! 
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“Again and again, revert to your old principles— seek 
peace and ensue it ; leave America, il‘ she has taxable matter 
in her, to tax herself.* I am not here going into the dis- 
tinctions of rights, nor attempting to mark their boundaries. 
I do not enter into these metaphysical distinctions ; I hate 
the very sound of them. Leave the Americans as they 
anciently stood, and these distinctions, born of our unhappy 
contest, will die along with it. They and we, and their and 
our ancestors, have been lia])py under that system. Let the 
memory of all actions iii contradiction to that good old mode, 
on both sides, be extinguished for ever. Be content to bind 
America by laws of trade; you have always done it. Let 
this be your reason for binding their trade. Do not burthen 
them with taxes; you were not us('d to do so from the 
beginning. Let this be your r(‘ason for not taxing. These 
are the arguments (jf states and kingdoms. Leave the rest 
to the schools, for tlicre (»nly tliev may be discussed with 
safety. But if inteinperattdy, unwisely, latally, you sophis- 
ticate and poison the very source of government by urging 
subtle deductions, and cons(‘quences odious to those you 
govern, from the unlimited and illimitable nature of supreme 
sovereignty, you will teach them by these means to call that 
sovereignty itself in question. AVhen you drive him Lard, 
the boar will turn ujion the hiintcTs. If that sovereignty 
and their freedom cannot be reconciled, which will they take ? 
They will cast your sovereignty in your lace. ]\o body of 
men will be argued into slavery. JSir, let tlu‘ gentlemen on 
theotlier side eall forth all their ability ; h't tlu'bi'st of them 
get up and tell uk', what one charaeter of li])erty the Ameri- 
cans have, and w hat one brand of slavery the\ are free from, 
if they are bound in their property and industry by all the 
restraints you can imagine on commcrci', and at the same 
time are made p!ick-horst‘s of every tax }'ou choose to impose. 


• Tin* o])ini()n ndviniccci l»y jutsous, of Amoricaii rcprcsentativfs 
beiiiiT bt'iit lo the senate, was scoulid by IMi’- Burke some years 

before. The writer of Junius’s lett<*rs fully coincided w'ilh him ; and in a 
private letter to AVilkc.s, Sept. 7, 1771, app^•al^» to his authority on the 
question, in condemn ill some ri*&olutions of the Bill of Uielits )Society. 
“If you mean that the Amerieaiis should he authorized to send their 
representatives to the British I’arliament, I shall he contented with referring 
you to what Mr. Burke has said upon this subject, and will not venture to 
add any thing of my own.” — ^yoo({fal^s Editiun, vol. i. p. 293. 
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without the least share in granting them. When they bear 
the burthens of unlimited monopoly, will you bring them to 
bear the burthens of unlimited revenue too ? The English- 
man in America will feel that this is slavery ; that it is legal 
slavery, will be no compensation either to his feelings or to 
his understanding.” 

The merits of this speech are of a high and peculiar cast ; 
a force and trutli of argument, not to be answered — orna- 
ment not more than enough — an intuitive, straight-forward 
wdsdom, which on all great occasions, seems never to have 
deserted him—a range of observation which nobody else 
dare attempt without certain ruin to the speaker and to the 
subject —yet skilfully brought to bear upon the point he has 
in view. To this end even his digressions, his illustrations, 
his imagery, his narrative of nu-asures, his exposition of our 
true policy, his appeals to experience, his graphic sketches 
of character, all forcibly tend. Nothing that comes in his 
way but is converted to use. Ilis figures become arguments ; 
and when seeming most to wander from the point, wheel 
round and overpower us with some new and formidable 
auxiliary to reason. It is what most of his speeches are, a 
rare combination of the constituents of eloquence such as no 
other orator, foreign or native, ancient or modern, has been 
able to give us with equal efFect. 

As a ready debater it addt'd to his fame, much being un- 
questionably extemporaneous ; and tlie first speech which 
his friends could persuade him io commit to the press. For 
this purpose he liad the use of their notes. On the public 
it made a great impression although strangers were usually 
excluded from the debates. The ecusur(‘ of the opposite 
party was confined more to the manner than to the matter; 
and Lord North though he negatived the motion, appeared 
so confounded or convinced by the r(*asoning of its supporter, 
that early in the very next session he olfered to repeal this 
tax, the fatal cause oi* so much mischief, if that would satisfy 
Aiiu'rica, but the moment for conct'ssion had passed away. 

About the same time his friend, poor Goldsmith, died, 
having scarcely finished his pleasant ])oem of Ketaliatiou. 
The character of Burke is keenly and faithfully drawn, and 
though wx*]l know n to every reader of poetry, cannot well be 
omitted in a memoir of him whom it describes. Allowing 
for that exaggeration and sarcastic pleasantry, w Inch the occa- 
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sion cfilled for, it would, be difficult to comprise more wit 
and truth in the same number of lines. 

Here lies our pood Edmund, whose genius was such, 

We scarcely can praise it, or blame it too much ; 

Wlio, born for the universe, narrowed his mind. 

And to parfy gave up what was meant for mankind. 

Though fraught with all learning, yet straining his throat. 

To persuade Tommy Townshend to lend him a vote ; 

Who, too deep for his hearers, still went on refining. 

And thought of convincing, while they thought of dining ; 

Though equal to all tilings, for all things unfit, 

Too nice for a statesman, too proud for a wit ; 

For a patriot too cool, for a drudge disobedient. 

And too fond of the right, to pursue the expedient ; 

In short, ’twas his fate, unemploy’d or in place, Sir, 

To eat mutton cold, and cut blocks with a razor. * 

In another part, comparing the difierent members to 
dishes, he happily writes — 

Our Burke shall be tongue, with the garnish of brains. 

In the “Haunch of Yenison” he again says — 

but struck one quite dumb, 

With tidings that Johnson and Burke would not come; 

“ For I knew it,” he cried, “ botli t tenially fail, 

Tlie one with liLs sjieeches, and t’other with I'hrale,” 

amid otlier similar allusions. 

Of the lively and allect innate interest wliicli he took in 
the success, both in life and in art, ol' his protege Barry, 
abundant prools have been already given. But he saw with 
great pain after the hitter had been resident a short time in 
England, that ])eculiar temper and obstinate humours would 
ill all probability mar, it' not destroy, the cliect of bis un- 
doubted talents.* AV ith imuiy great and good qualities, few 
brother artists could livt? hmg with the painter on terms of 
amity. He was t'cccntric anil self-willed ; and scarcely any 
man who is so is agreeable in society. He had a harshness 
and freedom of e.xjii’ession in matters of opinion, which car- 
ried him further than hi^ meant, and frequently gave offence 
when perhaps offence w^as not intcmled. He had a mode of 
thinking and acting of his own in all things. Professing an 
utter contempt for money, he became often querulous and 
irritable at the distresses which money alone could relieve, 

L 
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and felt the want of that consequence which after all, money 
is one of the chief means of imparting. AVith a great thirst 
for fame, he would not seek it on tlie tenns which general 
opinion prescribed. The world he thought should conform 
to his views, and not he to those of tiu' world. He would 
not submit to paint portraits, and was therefore pretty cer- 
tain of never arriving either at popularity or wealth. 

A humour of his at this moment, which to some might 
have appeared like ingratitude though such w as not the case, 
had nearly produced a breach betw een him and his patrou. 
The latter wished to sit to him for a portrait painted in order 
to gratify an old friend ; and calling on several occasions for 
that purpose was put off with excuses of prior occupation 
or the iiecessdty of receiving previous notice. This Air. 
Burke, from incessant engag(‘ments, could not give. Two 
years had elapsed wlu'n the friend in question, Dr. Broclc- 
iesby, complaining of delay, and Burke having unexpectedly 
several hours to spare on two successive days when in town, 
which the painter in the indulgence of his whim w’ould not 
seize as desired, at length addressed in order to rouse him, a 
cold and formal letter of remonstrance. This had the effect, 
though he still maintained that other artists required longer 
notice — an apology which was soon disposed of by anotlier 
forcible and characteristic hdter from the patron ; and the 
picture was painted. 

Shortly after this, Mr. Burke finding him busily at w’ork 
when he called inquired the subject, and was told tliat it 
w'as a bagfitclle — Young Mercury inventing the lyre, by ac- 
cidentally finding a tortoise-shell at break of day on the 
sea-shore; ‘‘Aye,” replied the orator, with his accustomed 
prom])titude, ‘‘that is the fruit of (‘arly rising,— there is the 
industrious boy ! — But 1 will give you a eompauion for it — 
paint Narcissus wasting his day in looking at himself in a 
fountain — tliat will be the idh^ boy.” The picture was ac- 
cordingly painted. — In the following year, tlie aidist pre- 
sented a copy of his Inquiiy into the Jteal and Imaginary 
Obstructions to the Acquisition of the Arts in England to 
the same great critic, who returned a candid and favourabh* 
opinion marked by his usual discrimination, in a letter 
dated January 1775 from the Broad Sanctuary. 

Among visitors to Cxregories during the summer, w‘ere M r. 
and Mrs. Thrale and his old friend Dr. Johnson ; wlien the 
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latter after wandering one day over the grounds in admira- 
tion succeeded by a reverie, exclaimed — 

Non equideni in video, miror ma^is. 

which lias been construed into a passing shadow of discon- 
tent at the superiority of his friend’s fortune. Johnson, 
however had little of envy about him. Burke nothing of 
the insolence of ordinary minds in prosperity to excite it. 
For though now leader of Opposition, the first by far in 
eloquence in Farliainent, s€‘cond to none in public talents of 
any kind, high in fame, in confidential connexion mid friend- 
ship wdth the chief men of the country, these distinctions 
produced in him no alteration of maniKT. His table, society, 
and friendship were as open to less fortunate acquaintance 
as befor(‘. Ifc had passed them by in tlie race of life, but 
did not neglect or despise those of worth or talents because 
they were nearly lost in the distance. 

At the moment of parting when the hospitable master of 
the mansion was setting out on election business, another sup- 
posed equivocal spc'cch escaped from the great moralist as he 
shook him cordially by the hand. — “Farewell my dear Sir, and 
remember that I wish you all the success which ought to be 
wished you, wliicli can jiossibly be wished you indeed by fill 
lionest man.” There is nothing ambiguous in this. Now 
and tlion it is true ho seemed to tliiiik that an honest man 
could scarcely wish well to a AVliig; but Maud as he fami- 
liarly called him, seldom came in for any share in this cenr 
sure. On the contrary, of his public exertions he said, “ It 
was commoidy obsm'vcd ho spoke too often in Parliament, 
but nobody could say he did not speak well, but perhaps too 
fre{]uently and sometimes too familmrJy.” ISuch, liowever, 
must always bo tlic case with a leader of Opposition as to 
frequent speaking. Mr. Burke with (‘qiial regard, defended 
Johnson’s pension this session from the attack of one of 
his own party, Mr. Thomas Townshend, in the House of 
Commons. 

Tlie doctor launching out one day in praise of liis friend 
Burke at Mr. Thrale’s at Streatham, an Irish trader who 
was present, deliglited at hearing his countryman so 
much applauded by one wlioin he understood to be the 
wisest man in England, thought he might add something to 
this favourite subject* “Give me leave, Sir,”. said he to 
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Johnson, ‘‘ to toll j^ou something of IVIr. Burl\e. Mr. 
Burke went to see the collieries in a distant province ; and he 
would go down Sir, into the bowels of the earth (in a bag), 
and he would examine every tiling ; he went in a bag, Sir, 
and ventured his life for knowledge : but he took care of his 
clothes that they should not be spoiled, for he w ent down in 
a bag.” '‘Well, Sir,” replied Johnson good huinouredly in 
allusion to the repetitions of this fact, “ if our friend Mund 
should die in any of these hazardous exploits, you and I 
would Write his life and panegyric together: and your 
chapter of it should be entitk'd thus, ^ Burke m a bag^* 

These tw o remarkable men were perhaps the only persons 
of their age, who in acquirements or in original pow'crs of 
mind could be Compared w ith each other. They had been at 
first labourers in the literary vineyard; thiy had each ulti- 
mately risen to the highest eminence in diifer(‘nt spheres ; 
they preserved at all times sincere esteem for each other; and 
were rivals only in gaining the admiration of their country. 
From the first, Burke* seems to have possessed a strong am- 
bition of rising in ])ublic life far above the range accessible 
to mere literature or even to a profession, though that pro- 
fession was the law. dohnsou's ^^ews had iievt'r extended 
beyond simple ind(*pen(U‘nce and literary fame. The one de- 
sired to govern men, the other to become the monarch of 
their books ; the one dived deeply into their political rights, 
the other into the matter of next importance among all na- 
tions — their authors, languag<% and letters. 

A strong cast of originality yet with few points of resem- 
blance, distinguish not only their thoughts, but almost their 
modes of thinking, and each has had the merit of founding 
a style of his own. Johnson, seemingly born a logician, im- 
presses truth on the mind with scholastic, methodical j)rccision 
which seldom fails effect. More careless of arrangement 
yet w'ith not less ])owx*r, Burke assumes a more popular 
manner, giving to his view's more ingi'iiuity, more novelty, 
and on the w hole more variety. The reasoning of the foruu'r 
is marshalled with the exactness of a heraldic j)rocession, or 
the rank and file of an army, one in the rear of another’ ac- 
<!ording to tludr importance or power of producing effect. 
The latter disregarding such precise discipline, makes up in 
the incessant and unexpected nature of his assaults what he 
W’ants in more formal array. We can anticipate Johnson's 
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mode of attack, but not Burke’s, for careless of the order of 
the battle of the schools, he charges at once front, Hanks, 
and rear! and his unwearied perseverance in returning to 
the combat on every accessible point, pretty commonly in- 
sures him the victory. The former argued like an acade- 
mical teacher ; the latter like what he was and what nature 
had intcnd(‘d him for — an orator. The labours of the former 
were addressed to the closet ; of tlie latter most frequently 
to a popular asscMiibly ; and each chose the mode best calcu- 
lated for his pur])ose. 

Both were remarkable for subtlety and vigour of reasoning 
whenevi‘r the occasion required them. In copiousness and 
variety of language adapted to every subject, and to every 
capacity, Burke is generally admitted to possess the advan- 
tage. In style h(^ has no stiffness, less * mannerism, less 
seeming labour, and scarcely any affectation ; in perspicuity 
they are both admirable. Johnson had on the whole 
more erudition ; Burke, inexhaustible powers of imagina- 
tion. Johnson possessed a ])ungent, caustic, wit ; Burke 
a more playful, sarcastic humour; in the exercise of which 
both were occasionally ke(‘n or broad enough. Jolmson, 
had his original })ursuits inclined that way, would have 
made no oidiuary jxditician. Burke was confessedly a 
master in tlu^ scieiic(‘. In the philoso])hy of it he is the 
first in th(^ English language or })erhtips in any other ; and 
in practice during the long period of his public career, was 
second to nom*. Add(‘d to these were his splendid oratorical 
powers, to which Johnson had no pretension. AV^ith a latent 
hankering after abstractions, the one in logical, the other in 
metaphysical subtleties, both had the good sense utterly to 
discard* them when treating of the practical business of 
men. 

They were distinguished for possessing a large share of 
general knowledgt', accurate views of life, social and conver- 
sational powers instructive in no common degree — and in 
the instance of Johnson never excelled. They understood 
the heart of man and his springs of action perfectl}^ from 
* their constant intercourse with every class of society. Con- 
scientious and moral in private life, both w'cre zealous in 
guarding from danger the established religion of their coun- 
try ; and in the case of Burke, with the utmost liberality- to 
every class of dissenters. Johnson’s censures and aversions 
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even on trifling occasions, were sometimes marked by rude- 
ness and ferocity. Burke, with more amenity of manners 
and regard to the forms of society, rarely permitted his na- 
tural ardour of feeling to Imrry him into coarseness in 
private life ; and on public occasions only where great inte- 
rests were at stake and where delicacy was neither necessary 
nor deserved. 

Viewed in every light, both were men of such powers of 
mind, as we rarely see, from whom no speci(*s of learn- 
ing w'as hidden, and to whom scarcely any natural gift 
had been denied; who had grasped at all knowledge with 
avaricious eagerness, and had proved themselves not less able 
to acquire than qualified to use this intellectual wealth. 
None were more liberal in communicating it to others, w ith- 
out that affectafion of superiority in Burke at least, w hich 
renders the acquisitions of p(‘daiits oppressive, and their 
intercourse repulsive. Whether learning, life, maimers, 
politics, books, or men was the subject — wliether wisdom 
w'as to be taught by precept and examph% or recreation pro- 
moted by amusing and instructive conversation— they w’ere 
all to be enjoyed in the evening societies of these celebrated 
friends. 

The dissolution of Parliament in autumn threatened to 
leave him without a seat. Lord Vorney, pressed by involve- 
ments w'hicli Burke knew and feelingly regretted, could no 
longer return him. Some active admirers had talked, if not 
decided, that he should stand for Weslminstt'r on tlie popu- 
lar interest, and among thovse was Wilkes, who liowever on 
Lord Mahon’s being started, forgot his own proposition, or 
as Burke phrases it to Lord Rockingham, “ my friend found 
the great patriot’s memory as treacherous as erytliing else 
about him.” A fit of despondtmey at this time was only 
conquered by natural good spirits and determiiu‘d energy. 
He sawr only private life before him ; but w ht‘ther so or not, 
resolved that nothing should interfere with j)erfect indepen- 
dence of conduct and opinion. To the same nobleman he 
WTote, “ Whether I ought not totally to abandon this public 
station for w hich I am so unfit, and have of course been so 
unfortunate, I know' not. # # * Most assuredly I will 

never put my feet within the doors of St. Steplicn’s Chajad 
w'ithout being as much my own master as hitherto 1 have 
been, and at liberty to pursue the same course.” 
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A glimmering of erpcctation had indeed flitted before 
him two months previously, though for the moment no more 
than a glimmer. The Rev. Dr. Wilson, an Irish clergyman 
resident for some time at Clifton Hot Wells for health, 
wrote him two letters, saying that several eminent merchants 
had him privately in view for Bristol in conjunction with Mr. 
Crugcr just arrived from New York. Grreat secresy was en- 
joined ; but after a short time this transient hope seemed 
extinguished, when an offer from Lord Rockingham sent him 
oft' to the electors of Malton. A small, though not an 
uncommon incidimt of the time, diversiiied the commence- 
ment of the journc}’. Two highwaymen robbed him of ten 
guineas on Finchley Common, and his servant of his watch. 
Malton, however, was reached without further misadventure 
w'here he was duly elected its representative. 

The late gleam of popularity had in the meantime grown 
into a flame. While expressing his acknowledgments for 
the honour done him, and on the point of sitting down at 
dinner, a deputation from the merchants of Bristol who had 
travelled rapidly to London and from London to Yorkshire, 
in search of him, arrived to propose his becoming a candi- 
date for their city, or rather to accede to the nomination, 
which had been already made by the leading men there. 
This, to one who had occasionally shown less regard for 
popularity than prudence demanded, was an unexpected 
honour — too handsome in itself and in the mode conferred 
to be refused. It w'as an offering solely to his public merits 
and commercial knowledge ; and the favour wais enhanced by 
the promise of being returned free of expense, an essential 
consideration to a man of his conftued fortune. 

Obtaining the ready asstmt of his Malton friends to this 
change of destination, he set off at six o’clock in the evening 
of Tuesday, and travelling night and day arrived about half- 
past two on Thursday the tliirteeiith of October, and the 
sixth day of the poll, a distance then of about 230 miles. 
He drove to the house of the IVlayor, but not finding him at 
home proceeded to the Guildhall, where ascending the 
hustings, and saluting the electors, sheriffs, and other can- 
didates, ho reposed for a few minutes being utterly ex- 
hausted by fatigue and want of sleep, and then addressed 
the citizens in a speech wdiich met with great approbation. 
Richard Burke, who had gone thither from London to act iu 
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his absence, writing October 11th, says, “ Edmund did not 
know the face of one of the Bristolians six days iigo ; and 
on this day he knows but two.” 

After a contest protracted to the last moment, ho was re- 
turned on the third of November. In a pow-erful address of 
thanks delivered on the occasion, he exhibited what many 
thought too rigid a degree of independence on being pressed 
as to whether he meant to vote in Parliament according to 
his own opinion, or to the wishes of his constituents. The 
question at such a moment was vexatious enough ; for a ne- 
gative might imply on liis part something like ingratitude. 
But above all evasion or temporizing, he respectfully though 
firmly, claimed the privilege at all times of following the 
dictates of hi^ own opinions and consciences. His reasons, 
among the more reflecting class of politicians, have set the 
question for ever at rest. No one has thought it necessary 
to add to them, or prudent to answer them ; although he 
complained at the moment of want of time and preparation 
for the discussion. The speech is well worth perusal by all 
placed in the sometimes conflicting positions of electors and 
candidates. 

An instance of his promptitude to seize any incident that 
offered to aid or illustrate his aim at the moment, w'as told 
frequently by the eminent Dissenting divine Kobert Hall, 
as having come imder his own knowledge. While canvassing 
Bristol, Burke and his friemds entered a house where the wdfe 
of the owner was reading her Bible. “1 have called. Madam, 
to solicit the favour of your husband’s vote and interest in 
the present election. You, I perceive,” ])lacing his finger on 
a passage that caught his eye, ‘ are making your calling and 
election sure' ” 

Not so was the wdt of his brother candidate, Mr. Cruger, 
a merchant in the American trade, wlio, at the conclusion of 
one of Mr. Burke’s eloquent harangues, finding nothing to 
add, or perhaps as he thought to add Avith effect, exclaimed 
earnestly in the language of the counting-house, ‘‘ I say 
ditto to Mr. Burke— 1 say ditto to Mr. Burke.” With such 
an example, before him however ho must have improved 
materially in the art of delivering his sentiments in public, 
for in the succeeding session he spoke on American business 
several times with sufiicient spirit. 
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CHAPTEE VI. 

Parliameptnry Business — Speech on American Conciliation — Anecdotes 
of Dm. Franklin, Priestley, and Mr. Hartley — Round Robin on Gold- 
smith’s Epitaph — Epitaph on Mr. Dowdeswell. — Use of a good Speech 
in Parliament — Letters to the Sheriffs and two gentlemen of Bristol — 
To Ijord Charlemont, Barry, Mr. Francis, Mr. h\)x, Dr. Robertson— 
Speeches on the Address and Employment of the Indians — Statue pro- 
posed in Dublin — Admiral Ke2)pel — Letter to Sir William Joiitk. 

It was tbo com^non lot of Mr. Burke during much of his 
political life, to see fultillcrl in the recess the predictions he 
liad made during the preceding session. So w'as it with the 
scheme for shutting up the port of Boston, wl)ich more than 
rt'alised his worst anticipations. The result was a concen- 
tration of th(‘ most turbulent spirits of the colonies into a 
congress, where almost at their ftrst meeting and wholly un- 
know'ii to their constituents, was laid the plan of total sepa- 
ration from the motlicr-couiitry. 

At the nu'cting of Parliament, Lord Bockinghain again 
contemplated a system of inaction by Opposition, which w’as 
however successfully combated by liurke in a letter written 
to him ill the (uid of December. A vari(‘ty of petitions 
from merchants and manufacturers, deprecating hostilities, 
flowed into the House of Commons, whicli were strenuously 
though iiictTectually seconded by the Member for Bristol. 
The reports wliich exist of four or five of the s])oechos on 
these petitions though extremely scant y, give some idea of the 
vehemence and iug(Miuity witli which he opposed the hostile 
spirit toward America, and tlie variety of matter brought to 
bear upon the cpiestion. In concluding an animated harangue 
(26th of Jan. 1775,) lie used a beautiful illustration which 
drew great applause, of an archt*r about to direct an arrow 
to the heart of his enemy, but found that in bis adversary’s 
arms was enfolded his own cliild. This incident he recom- 
mciided with cautionary admonition to those statesmen who 
had in contem])latir>n the destruction of America, unmindful 
that they could not accomplish so baneful a purpose, without 
at the same time plunging a dagger into the vitals of Great 
Britain. “ Let your commerce,” said he, “ come before you 
— see whether it be not your child tliat America has in* its 
arms — see of what value that child is — examine and consider 
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whether you ought to shoot — aud if you must shoot, shoot 
so as to avoid wounding what is dearest to you in the world. 
— Without examining your trade you cannot do this.*’ 

Eor his exertions on these occasions a handsome letter of 
thanks was forwarded, signed by litteen of the principal 
merchants of Birmingham. 

Two more important, though indirect, tributes to his 
public wisdom appeared soon afterward in the proceedings of 
the House of Lords. One, the declaratory act of 1766 said 
to be chiedy his and censured then by Lord Chatham, was 
now adopted by his Lordship as the groundwork of a plan 
which he brought forward in the Lords to conciliate America. 
The other respected the taxation of that country which Mr. 
Burke had sq long inelfectually reprobated, when on an 
incidental allusion to tliat measure, Lords North, Mansfield, 
Camden, the Duke of Grafton and others, all of whom w^ere 
advisers of the Crown at the time it w as adopted, now to the 
surprise of the nation utterly and angrily disclaimed having 
taken any part in its origin. The subsequent evidence 
of Mr. Penn, at the bar of the House of Lords, also seemed 
to imply that America would have been quiet had things re- 
mained on the footing left by the Rockingham Administration. 

Undeterred by the failure just alluded to of Lord Chatham’s 
scheme in the House of Lords for quieting the troubles in 
America, Mr. Burke on the 22d of March, 1775, introduced 
his celebrated thirteen propositions to accomplish the same 
object, urged to the attempt it appears by tlie persuasions 
of Mr. Rose Fuller, whose motion for tlie abolition of tln‘ 
tea duty he had supported the preceding year. His re- 
luctance to come forward on this occasion and the aim of the 
measure itself, were stated with modesty yet force. Strangers, 
as had been the case in others of his best speeches, were 
rigidly excluded by the standing orders. The public at large 
therefore knew' imperfectly wrhat was said. Truth thus lost its 
main influence, and eloquence much of its power, where few' 
were to hear them but a hostile ministerial audience. Of this 
he often, sometimes humourously somotiines indignantly, 
complained; and it will account for the little weight for 
some time given to his opinions excepting by thci intelligent 
few', who fully understood the subjects and rendered liim 
their meed of admiration. He divided on this occasion only 
78 — then indeed considered a large minority. 
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Of the inonil and physical character of America he had 
gained so perlect an acquaintance, that the sketch then drawn 
both of the country and people, though so many years have 
tdapsed, is nearly as fresh and accurate as any of the present 
day, and is in fact sometimes quoted by those who write upon 
the United States. It had been as we have seen, an early sub- 
ject for his pen ; his opinions liad been formed he expressly 
tells us, before he entered Parliament; the subject had 
been one of frequent deliberation while there ; and its 
importance induced him favoured by his connexion with the 
country as colonial agent, to consult every source of informa- 
tion written and oral, in order to become master of the 
points in dispute, and guided by circumstances to point out 
tlie wisest policy for England to pursue. The case was 
ditfereut with the jMinistry, or rather the succession of 
JMinistries, of the day, who flitting into and out of the 
Cabinet like the shadowy flgures of a magic lantern, had 
little time for maturing a plan, and scarcely for continuity 
of thought on the subj(‘ct. • 

liis opinions were strengthen(‘d by various private state- 
ments received from that country, of which he had many. 
Among others 'was a long one receivt^d in January from 
General Lee already mentioned, so clear and comprehensive 
on the unaiiiiiiity which actuated the American people in the 
spirit of resistance, their military feeling and resoiii’ces, that 
it must have made no small impression on an inquiring 
statesman, though tinged perhaps by some republican feeliugs 
ill the writer. Its s])irit however was deprecatory, not 
hostile ; and thc^ results proved his anticipation but too 
true. 

The views of Burke on tlie general question at this time 
may be stated in a few words, as by some who even profess 
to write history, they are sometimes misrepresented or mis- 
understood. 

'^America had iiripereoptibly become a great country without 
seeming to aim at, or scarcely to know it — formed for strength 
as some men are born .to honours by a decree beyond their 
own ‘control. Jt w as unwise to imtate her to hostile exer- 
tion of this strength by injudicious imposts, when her natural 
inclination was for peace and trade ; she might be influenced 
by mildness and persuasion, but would probably resist any 
thing resembling arbitrary command. 
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He contended for the general supremacy of Parliament 
and the imperial rights of the Crown as undoubted, though 
these should be exercised with great reserve over, not a 
colony but a nation, situated at af^reat distance and difficult 
if it were at all possible, to coerce. In compliance with the 
unanimous feeling of the people of that nation, all the internal 
details especially that of taxation, should remain as liitherto 
with their provincial assemblies ; that a parliamentary 
revenue such as now aimed at, was next to impossible. 
England had never enjoyed and never would enjoy, a direct 
productive revenue from any colony, but at all events to 
trust for it rather to voluntary grants as in Ireland, than to 
authoritative requisitions : that all harsh acts be repealed : 
that the colohies be placed on the same footing toward the 
mother-country as in 1766; that a feeling of friendly con- 
cession alone could govern a people free in spirit and in fact, 
spread over a vast extent of country, and increasing at an 
unusual rate in numbers. P(‘ai‘e should be sought in the 
spirit of peace, not in severe ])arliam(*ntary enactments ; and 
quoted as examples of the success of hniient measures, ihe 
instances of Ireland, "Wales, Chester, and Durham: that the 
rights of taxation being relinquished, all moderate men would 
be conciliated ; but if more than all ih(‘se should be required, 
then it would be time for us to turn round with a decided 
negative. 

The speech by which the propositions were recommended, 
knowm as that on American Conciliation, excited general 
admiration, and in pow tT did ndriaTTsTiort of that of the 
preceding year. Lord Chatham, wrhen asked his opinion at 
the time, replied, “ it is very seasonable, very reasonable, and 
very eloquent.” Mr. Fox nearly twenty years afterw’ards, 
applying its view^s to Parliamentary Ileform said, “ Let 
gentlemen read this speech by day, and meditate upon it by 
night ; let them peruse it again and again, study it, imprint 
it on their minds, impress it upon their hearts— they W'ould 
there learn that representation w^as the sovereign remedy lor 
every evil.” w 

Lord Erskine also at Edinburgh, touching on the same 
theme observed, “ It could only proceed from this cause (the 
alleged corruption of Parliament), that the immortal orations 
of Burke iigninst the American war did not produce as genera] 
conviction as they did unmingled admiration.” This perhaps 
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was not wholly correct. Mr. Burke himself, when removed 
from the heat of debate more than once candidly confessed, 
that the country gentlemen wanted a partner in bearing the 
burden of taxation ; the King wished to see obedient subjects 
rather than independent allies ; the body of the nation which 
was as jealous of undisputed sovereignty as either, fully se» 
conded their views; and the wisdom of the House of Com- 
mons alone unsupported by the people, at length put an end 
to the contest. 

Towards tlic close of the session after three months 
almost daily discussion of American affairs, he presented a 
remonstrance from New York, hitherto a quiet and loyal 
colony, upon the harshness shown to her sister states. This 
met with the same reception from the Ministry as the other 
innumerable petitions and agents did from Lords, Commons, 
and Privy Council ; that is, fe\v of them w ere received and 
none deigned to be answered. 

In the mean time, first blood was drawn in the colonies 
at Lexington and Concord ; fullow^ed by the fight of Bunker’s 
Hill ; the raising of regular armies ; the appointment of 
Creneral "Washington as Commander-in-chief; and other 
consequent measures, which left the chance of accommodation 
nearly hopeless. The rejection of all ])ctitions tended much 
to alienation of the public feeling in America; increased 
perhaps by the severity shown to so popular a man as Dr. 
JbYanklin before the Privy Council the preceding year, on 
the Massachusets ])etition against the governor and deputy- 
governor of the ])roviiice. ^J\) this Mr. Burke had alluded 
ill the letter to General Lee in 1771, without venturing to 
comment on it with his usual prophetic ingenuity and force. 

Hr. Pranklin whom he had known for several years, gave, 
for so wary a politician, an unusual proof of esteem and con- 
fidence, by calling upon him in April of this year (1775), the 
day previous to finally quitting London, and opening his 
mind without apparent r(*servo. Tlie doctor said ho looked 
to the approaching contest with the most painful feeliugs. 
Nothing could give him more sorrow than that separation 
between the mother country and colonics, which now seemed 
inevitable from tbe obstinate and unaccommodating temper 
of England ; adding, that America had enjoyed many happy 
days under her rule previous to this unhappy dispute, and 
might possibly never see such again. 
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Among ourselves, dissensions on account of this agitating 
topic ran high. The old distinctions of Whig and Tory were 
revived with all their original acrimony, and Mr. Burke as 
the oracle of the former, came in for a large share of censure, 
particularly from Dean Tucker, who represented him as the 
most artful reasoner living ; one who could amuse with tropes, 
and figures, and fine words, without allowing his design to 
be seen, till he had entrapped the hearer or reader irrecover- 
ably in the meshes of his argument. Other political writers 
joined in the cry, who admitting his extraordinary powers, 
affected to consider them degraded by his becoming so deter- 
mined a party man, and partizan of the contumacious colonies. 

Several even of his friends inconsiderately appeared to join 
in the latter c^pinion, as if it were possible for any leading 
English statesman to be otherwise than what is termed a 
party man. He who expects to lead in political life must of 
a necessity on first entering into it, either form a party of 
his own or attach himself to one of the two great divisions 
in the state. Though the choice of such associates rests 
with himself, it is oftener detennined, especially among young 
men of rank, by the politics of his friends or family con- 
nexions. Sliould he profess perfect independence on all 
points, he w ill find little or very hollow support in an assembly 
where above all others, some certain support is necessary. 
Without it, he cannot calculate on the humble merit of being 
merely useful, and certainly cannot become gr(‘at. AVith a 
party on the contrary, he may rise into consequence. He 
has the advantage of profiting by older heads and minds 
equal if not superior to his own ; and to use the language of 
Burke on another occasion, “ he who profits ])y an equal 
understanding, doubles the pow'er of Ids own.” Scarcely any 
man jumps into Parliament an able statesman, more than ho 
can start at the bar w'ith his first brief an aocomj>lishcd lawyer, 
or enter the field with his ensign’s commission a finished 
soldier. He must first Icam to submit and to serve, and in 
time may acquire the skill to command. It is useless, there- 
fore, to complain of a politician being a party man. We 
may as well complain that the independence of the limlrJ is 
sacrificed by being affixed to the body, without remembci’ing 
that it is union alone wldch makes either useful. 

Among bis oilier labours was that of draw ing up protests 
for the opposition Peers, two of which wero required in 
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February by the Duke of Richtnond ; and there is no doubt 
that he furnished all that proceeded from the Rockingham 
party up to the death of the Marquis. During the summer, 
he made a short excursion to Bristol, rather to please his con- 
stituents than himself, besides a few visits to some of the 
influential members of the party. But from an extensive cor- 
respondence on various subjects, it would seem as if he was 
rarely witliout a pen in his hand. Complimentary letters and 
in return occasional dedications of books were not wanting. 
Lord North sometimes was civil enough to give him notice 
of approaching motions ; Dr. Franklin wrote from Phila- 
delphia that his health formed a toast at their dinners ; Mrs. 
Dowdeswell requested an epitaph for her husband; Lord 
Rockingham the draught of a general protest from opposition 
Lords against the measures of ]\Linistry ; L5rds Abingdon 
and Craven the form of a petition from Berkshire ; the Duke 
of Richmond, and some eminent mercantile men wrote letL^rs 
expressive of their admiration of his wisdom and eloquence ; 
while the former in evidence of his sincerity begged of him 
to sit to Romney for his picture. Nothing could be more 
flattering than the universal estiurate formed of his powers, 
lie seemed to be thought capable of doing everything well, 
and his shoulders suflicieiitly strong to bear any amount of 
labour. He would not however comply with the wdshof the 
American Congress and its agents in London to present their 
])etition to Lord Dartmouth, on the ground that New York 
for which he acted had not joined the Congress. One of his 
obsen^ations at this time exhibits the degree of foresight 
evinced on all great questions. Lord Rockingham had written 
to him that the King and people woidd soon see the error 
of their conduct to ^Xinerica. His reply was, — “I do not 
think that weeks, or even months, or years, will bring the 
jVIonarch, the Ministers, or thePeople, to feeling — such afeel- 
ing I mean as tends to ameiidineut or alteration of system.” 

His father-in-law Dr. Nugent, died in SuflTolk Street ii\ 
November, a wortliy and intelligent man, who Dr. .lohnsoji 
not only loved, but used to profess himself proud of believing 
htyitood high in his esteem. He was the author of a new 
thqatfy of Hydrophobia, and is often mistaken for Dr. Nugent, 
who published his travels, a translation of Benvenuto Cellini, 
aud other works. In December, he lost another valiuMl 
friend and warm admirer in Admiral Sir Charles Saunders. 



160 


LIFE OF BXJUKE. 


1775. 


pronouncin" on the same evening, an animated apostrophe to 
his memory in the House of Commons. 

The coercive spirit manifested in the Address at the 
oi>ening of the session, brought him forward in a forcible 
appeal to the House to pause in measures of force ; suppli- 
cating Ministry to assume some other tone than that of 
violence, — not to let England come to the discussion, like 
the irritated porcupine with its quills, armed all over with 
''angry acts of Parliament. Several petitions from the 
clothiers of AViltshire gave him the opportunity of proposing, 
on the 16th of November, 1775, a new conciliatory scheme, 
grounded on the model of the statute of Edward 1. de tal- 
lagio non concedendo. 

Three plans he said were afloat for quieting America. 
Eirst, simple war in order to a perfect conquest ; secondly, 
a mixture of w'ar and treaty ; thirdly, the best and in his 
opinion only practicable mode, peace founded on concession. 
Among other things he suggested the renunciation of taxation, 
til© repeal of all obnoxious laws since 1766, a general amnesty 
and recognition of the Congress, in order to a final adjust- 
ment of grievances. A change in all these points he w’ould 
not conceal, necessarily involved a change in the Ministers 
who had brought the country into the dilemma. Of this 
speech which occupied three hours and twenty minutes in the 
delivery, and was said by many who heard it to possess 
singular vigour and originality embracing a vast compass of 
matter British and American, only a poor abstract remains. 
It brought forward all the talents of the House in a spirit 
of emulative ingenuity, to the discussion ; and the division 
was the strongest that Opposition had been yet enabled to 
muster on the American question, the numbers against the 
previous question being 105 to 210. In the peroration he 
said he w as confident both from the nature of the thing and 
from information w hich did not usually fail him, that this bill 
would restore immediate peace ; and as much obedience as 
could be expected after so rude a shock given to the authority 
of governTuent, and so long a continuance of public heats 
and disturbances. ^ 

Four days afterw'ards, the bill to prohibit all intei-ooUrst) 
with America, known by the name of the Starvation Plan, 
received his unqualified reprobation. Petitions from the 
West-India and Nova-Scotia merchants stating their utter 
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be the conseqtience of it, were so cavalierly treated, 
’'l¥ moved an ironical resolution, in substance thht the 
|fe, knowing all things relative to -Altnerica, required no 
yer information. Mr. Wilkes’s motion for Beform he 
;^sed; a humane measure of his otvn, for saving from 
^dation seamen and vessels wrecked, failed; as did 
Sher conciliatory scheme for America which he supported, 
^osed by Mr. I)avid Hartley. ^ 

^is gentleman, representative for Hull, a very honest man, 
flund Whig, and an indefatigable poiitioieTi, was a long- 
yed and heavy orator ; so dull indeed, that the j)eriod of 
Arising often beeaine a signal to desert the benches. 
,’Jldng some time after this thnnu-d a full IHmsc' down to a 
i dozens. In* unexpectedly called for the Jtiot Act to be 
ft, to support or to explain sometliiug in the inarch of his 
'jjment. Mr. Burke, whe sat near him, aiid bad anxiously 
’Ited to speak tv> the quest itun emdil contain himself no 
l^er, hut jumping up, gave vent to his impatioinje by an 
^;?sistibly coiuie reiunuatrance that drew peals of laughter 
all prc'sent, and which Lord Nortii hfttTvvarcl.s used to 
as one of the happiest in.stancer <f{‘ pri*m|>i wit h,e had 
^r heard — “The Biot Act! my dear Irigntl, tlu* lliot Act 1 

f iat purioso? <lon‘t you see that the mob is completely 
rsed?’* 

at conciliatory measures were not altogether hopeless, 
ithstfuiding acts oi’ Congress to inilame the public mind 
nerica, may be infernal from the diificulty with which the 
Iclaration of indepoiidenee, in July of this year, was carried 
***[ that assembly itself— one of the most curious hicts per- 
^ps in modern history. 8i.\ stales voled for, six against 
Sat measure ; and the <ielega1es of Peunsv Ivania were equally 
’^^dded in opinion, vvlun at length a numiber who had 
^^itherto opposed it, suddenly cluujgcd sirK‘s and decided the 
*%estion. This' hesitation aitiong a bodv to avow in form 
.:f^d name that authority and in dependence wiiich it possessed 
fiict — which had raised armies, fought battles, levied im- 
*jS>8t8, and resisted the mother country by vote, injunction, 
piamation, and evoiy otluT possible mode, forms proof that 
le^passious of moderate men, excited for a moment by the 
^ ts of the more designing, shrunk from the ultimate con- 
p jqnences of their own violence, ft is an equal proof that 
^ le conduct of thei English Ministl-i? w as unliappily deficient 
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in wisdom, moderation, and address ; for other^si^ 
niceiy poised must have turned in the favour of theipccrai^,'^ 

Some letters in the newspapers this summer, undeil^/ 
signature of Valens, noticed by Burke in his correspond^ ' t 
were attributed to him, thohgh said to be really 'writtei|4| 
William Burke, who spoke in the House occasionallw i 
tween 1768 and 1774, hut found himself much better qual)| 
to wield his pen than his tongue. | 

Th^ judgment of Edmund on topics nofef- political 
pretty well estimated even in Downing Street, mr we fin< 
this period hia opinions on the employment of convict lati ^ 
in England sought by Mr. William Eden then in oflice . 
afterwards Lord Auckland. With Mr. Champion, a^merch, 
of Bristol and one of his strenuous supporters, a eonliden. 
and frequent correspondence was kept up during this i 
several subsequent years. The Duke of Kichmond gave I 
a letter of several pages from France; in October he i!ke^ 
applied to him for a protest ; and an amentlment to i 
address, probably suggested by his Grace or Lord Eocki: 
ham, appears in his papers. 

Fatigued no doubt by incessant political thinking a 
wrangling, he sought frequent relief in the literary sock 
of which he was always so fond. Mr. Arthur Young, gof^ 
on his well-known tour through Ireland, received f’^pm h; 
a letter of introduction to Lord Charlemont, romarliable Ij . 
its elegance of expression, and for some of the sen^imei* ;^ 
on matters connected with the war. ]$ 

; At a literary dinner party at 8ir Joshua Reynolds’s abo; ; 
t^iis time, Johnson’s epitaph on Goldsmith boeame the suj', 
ject of conversation, when various emendations being 
posed, and it being agreed that an English would be mov 
appropriate than the Latin one, as well as more consona; 
to the know n opinions of their deceased friend, tb© on; 
difficulty was who should undertake the task of annO’incii; 
this act of learned rebellion towards one whom Smolld 
happily called, “ The great Cham of literature.” 

A round-robin, in the manner of discontented sailo.^, bo ; 
to conceal the party who first signs the remonstranc 
jocularly proposed, was in the same spirit adopted. 
nard, Dean of Derrv and afterwards Bishop of Limerlck|! dre< . 
up one accordingly replete wdth wit and burnt ir. Thii hoi 
ever being deemed to exhibit more levity than Jolmsc 
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would like, Mr. Burke seized the pen, and promptly pro- 
duced the following, which, as Boswell remarks, shows the 
facility and ease with which he handled smaller matters as 
well as the greatest. 

“ We, the circumscribers, having read with great pleasure 
an intended Epitaph for the monument of Dr. Goldsmith, 
which, considered abstractedly, appears to be, for elegant 
composition and masterly style, in every respect worthy of 
the pen of its learned author, are yet of opinion, that the 
character of the deceased as a writer, particularly as a poet, 
is perhaps not delineated with all the exactness which Dr. 
Johnson is capable of giving it. We therefore with deference 
to his superior judgment, humbly request that he would at 
least take the trouble of revising it, and of making such 
additions and alterations as he shall think proper upon a 
farther perusal. But if we might venture to express our 
wishes, they w'ould lead us to request that he would write 
the Epitaph in English rather than in Latin ; as we think 
that the memory of so eminent an English w riter ought to 
be perpetuated in the language to which his works are likely 
to be so lasting an ornament : w hich we also know' to have 
been the opinion of the late doctor himself.” 

Bound the circle in w'hich tliis was w’ritten were signed 
the nam«^s Edm. Burke, Thos. Franklin, Ant. Chamier, G. 
Colman, W. Vaskell, J. Reynolds, W. Forbes, T. Barnard, 
R. B. Sheridan, P. JVIetcalf, E. Gibbon, Jos. Warton. Sir 
JoBhu.l^ carried it and received for answer from Johnson, 

that he w’ould never consent to disgrace the walls of West- 
minster Abbey with an English inscription.” — “ I wonder,” 
said he, “that Joe AVarton, a scholar by profession, should 
be such a fool ;” adding, “ I should have thought ’Mund 
Burke too would have had more sense.” 

The terms in which this literary petition was couched in- 
dicate Mr. Burke’s regard for Dr. J ohnsoii’s feelings, which 
on such matters were sometimes irritable ; and Johnson in 
turn, though in general little prone to consider the sensibili- 
ties of t’eose he addressed, exhibited due consideration to those 
of\Bur’ e. When Goldsmith talked on one occasion of the 
difeVLiwy of living on very intimate terms with a person from 
whom you differed on an important topic, Johnson replied, 
“ WhjrBir, you m ”.st shun the subject as to which you disagree. 
For instance, I an live very well with Burke ; I love his 
knowledge, his g mius, his diffusion, and affluence of conver- 
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sation; but I would not talk to bim of the Eockingham party.’* 
On the question of epitaphs, Burke conceived the vernacular 
language of a country to be the most fitting for such in- 
scriptions, for though possibly not so durable as the Latin, 
yet sufficiently so to oe intelligible whether to the learned 
or unlearned classes as long as it w'as likely to he preserved. 
The Greeks he urged used no Latin, and the Latins no 
Greek inscriptions. His own practice invariably accorded 
\vith this opinion. That on Lord Eockingham, Mr. Dow- 
deswell, Sir George Savile, and the character of Sir Joshua 
Eeynolds, are instances in point. It has been said that he 
wrote one for Lord Chatham. 

A flattering and unsolicited compliment to his integrity 
came early in this year from his old friend the well-known 
Mrs. Montagu. Hearing that some of his friends in the 
city meant to start him for the Chamberlainship which was 
then vacant, she wrote off at once to say that as heavy sureties 
were necessary, she begged to be considered as one of the 
number. The total amount then was £40,000. But this and 
other testimonies of private regard could not divert feelings 
of gloom from public subjects. Writing to Shaekleton in 
August, he says — “ We are deep in blood. We expect to hear 
of some sharp aftair every hour. God knows how it will 
be. I do not know how I can wish success to those whose 
victory is to separate from us a large and noble part of our 
empire ; still less do I wish success to injustice, oppression, 
and absurdity.” 

The tenor of the Address (1776-77), and a motion by 
Lord John Cavendish, Nov. 6, 1776, respecting a procla- 
mation of General Hoive at New York, drew from Mr. Burke 
in an animated address some warm remarks ; for which the 
great interests at stake and the decided conviction of our 
whole system of policy being w rong, forms the best apology. 

Towards Christmas, a resolution was again started by the 
Eockingham party to secede from Parliament on all questions 
connected with America, utter silence on their part being 
deemed the next best step to disregarded admonition. An 
Address to his Majesty explanatory of their view s and reasods 
proposed to be presented in form by the leading members* of 
both Houses, and another of similar tenor to the colonies, were 
drawn up by Mr. Burke, and appear in his works. The former 
is a bold, dignified, and elaborate paper ; the latter perhaps 
not quite so good. It is certain the design did not originate 
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with him. But when applied to for his sentiments, a letter 
to the Marquis of Rockingham, dated Jan. 6th, 1777, seems 
to approve the design. At the same time the objections are 
so fully stated, with so clear a foresight of the probable con- 
sequences, remote and immediate, and the little hope of being 
effectually accomplished in consequence of the clashing in- 
terests of the minority, that the reader is impelled to draw 
a directly opposite conclusion to that of the writer. So 
thought the Marquis. The interview with the King, the 
delivery of the memorial, and the attempt at positive and ge- 
neral secession, such as at first contemplated, were aban- 
doned. He however did not attend or would not speak as 
often as usual : for w riting in February, 1777, to Mr. Cham- 
pion, he says, ‘‘1 stay from this as I do from all public busi- 
ness, because I know I can do no sort of gooa by attending.” 

That such a decisive measure never can be proper under 
any circumstances, is perhaps saying too much. That it 
should be often resorted to, or in any but some formidable and 
pressing necessity, may perhaps indicate more of irritation 
than of wisdom. The crisis w^as certainly one of the most 
momentous ever experienced by the country ; yet to secede 
under such circumstances, was not to nu'et, but to fly from 
the danger ; and in the then temper of the nation, could 
have only drawn disapprobation from on(‘ half of the j)eoplt‘, 
and, probably ridicule from the other. Persuasion may in 
time do much, but silence can make few converts. To desert 
the field is not the way to subdue the (memy. Frequent 
failure in opposing what he may think the worst policy and 
in accomplishing his own most conscientious designs, are 
natural conditions in the existence of a Member of Parliament ; 
for which he w ho does not come prepared has not adequately 
considered the obligations of the ollice. 

A leader of Opposition indeed may imagine that in de- 
bating, he is only playing the game of the Minister, in 
throwing out hints from which the latter so far profits as to 
be enabled to prolong his power. It is also extremely dis- 
couraging to be constantly out-voted, when possibly not out- 
ai‘gued ; to spend time, labour, and ingenuity, “ to watch, fast, 
and 'sweat night after night,” as Burke himself forcibly 
expresses it, and not emerge from the slough of constant mi- 
norities. Ko person felt this more than he w^ho complained 
of it. Yet none has more ably stated the necessity, and even 
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advantages resulting to the country and to the members so 
situated from a well-directed opposition than he has done, 
in a conversation with Sir Joshua Keynolds. 

“ Mr. Burke/* said the painter, “ I do not mean to flatter ; 
but when posterity reads one of your speeches in Parliament, 
it will be difficult to believe that you took so much pains, 
knowing with certainty that it could produce no efiect ; that 
not one vote would be gained by it.” “ Waiving your com- 
pliment to me,’* replied the orator, “ I shall say in general 
that it is very well w'orth while for a man to take pains to 
speak w’ell in Parliament. A man who has vanity speaks to 
display his talents ; and if a man speaks well, he gradually 
establishes a certain reputation and consequence in the 
general opinion, which sooner or later will have its political 
reward. Besides, though not one vote is gained, a good 
speech has its effect. Though an Act of Parliament which 
lus been ably opposed passes into a law, yet in its progress it 
is modelled, and softened in such a manner that we see plainly 
the Minister has been told, that the members attached to 
him are so sensible of its injustice or absurdity from what 
they have heard, that it must be altered.” 

“ Tlic House of Commons,” he continued in reply to some 
other remarks, ^‘is a mixed body; I excejd the minority, 
which I hold to be pure (smiling), but I take the whole 
House. It is a mass by no means pure, but neither is it 
wholly corrupt, though there is a large proportion of cor- 
ruption in it. There are many members who generally go 
with the Minister who will not go all lengtiis. There are 
many honest well-meaning country gentlein(*n who are in 
Parliament only to keep up the con.sequence of their families. 
Upon most of these a good speecli wdll have influence.” 
Again in allusion to this topic when it was rcunarked, there 
were al’ways in Parliament a majority, who irom various mo- 
tives, interested and disinterested, inclined to the support of 
government, he observed, “ True, Sir, that majority will al- 
w'ays follow— 

** Quo clamor vocat et turbu faventium.’* 

Sir Joshua asked what would be the consequence if a 
Minister sure of a majority, were to resolve that there should 
bo no speaking at all on his side ? The reply w as, “ He 
must soon go out. That plan has been already tried, but it 
was found it would not do.” 
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TTifi position at this time with those who supported tlu' 
war was somewhat peculiar, though to a public man not un- 
expected. He had been long bitterly reviled as the factious 
though eloquent advocate of rebellious America. He was 
now, for such is political hostility, almost equally censured for 
preserving on the same subject what w as termed a factious 
silence. Occasionally Lord Rockingham was as much sneered 
at by the ministerial writers for being directed by an Irish 
Secretary, as the King had recently been abused by Oppo- 
sition for being under the supposed influence of a Scottish 
favourite. 

To explain more at large to his constituents —to one of 
whom his friend Mr. Champion it was transmitted in 
manuscript — his reasons for seceding, and his general views 
on American matters, he drew' up and published in April, 
1777, the famous “ Letter to the Sheriffs of Bristol.” This 
is one of his best pamphlets, and though written for a mo- 
mentary purpose, contains within it principles as to public ^ 
matters of i*nduring valu(‘. lie condemns by allusion, rather, 
than in dii't'ct terms, the speculations of Drs. Price and 
Priestley which went to destroy all authority, as well as the; 
deeds of those who fell into the other extreme of enforcing it 
beyond due discretion. It is couched in a warmer strain 
than he luid liitherto t'lnployed against the authors of the w'ar ; ! 
and the following sole'inu w’arning is (mly one among many' 
instances of the prophetic spirit disjdayed in this as in mostj 
other great questions of his day. |, 

“ I think I know' America. If I do not, my ignorance is 
incurable, for I have spared no pains to understand it: and 
I do most solemnly assure those of my constituents who put 
any soi’t of eonfldenee in my industry and integrity, that 
every tiling that has been doiu* there has arisen from a total 
misconception of the object; that our means of originally 
holding America, tliat our means of r(‘conciliug witli it after 
a quarrel, of recovering it after separation, of keeping it 
after victory, did depemd, and must depend, in their several 
stages and jieriods, upon a total renunciation of that uncon- 
ditional submission w hich has taken such possession of the 
minds of violent men.” 

Previous to publication it was shown for the approval of the 
party to Lord Rockingham, Sir George Savile, Mr. Pox, and 
Mr. Ellis. A reply to it came from the eccentric Earl of 
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Abingdon, also a member of Opposition, who educated at 
Geneva, had caught something of the spirit of democracy, and 
with more zeal than discretion or patriotism is said to hare 
made a present to Congress of an estate which he possessed 
in America. In the House of Lords he possessed little 
weight. In the press he made a still worse figure against 
such an opponent, w^o pn the piece being announced in the 
press wrote him a private letter, but gave no public reply ; — 
a mark of neglect which nettled Ins lordship not a little ; — 
though an anonymous writer assailed and exposed him with 
considerable powers of ridicule. 

In the midst of this ])olitical bustle, a claim was made 
upon his opinion in a matter of taste. That extraordinary 
character Barry, who jiossessed neither time that he could 
justly spare, no? wealth to support him in its progress, had 
undertaken to decorate the great room of the Socii^ty of Arts 
with paintings gratuitously, and now solicited ]\lr. Burke to 
communicate his ideas on the most approi)riate designs. 
Brom the answer to this application, there is little doubt that 
whatever merit there be in those great works, some portion 
of it is due to him ; the remark of Dr. Johnson when he saw 
them in 1783 being, “ Whatever the hand may have done, 
the mind has done its part. There is a grasp of mind there 
which you will find nowhere else.” The reply ran thus. 

‘‘ Mr. Burke presents his best compliments to Mr. Barry, 
and begs pardon for making use of another’s hand in giving 
him his thanks for the great honour he has done him by in- 
scribing to him the print of Job; as well as for the prints 
sent to his son Eichard of the other five d(‘signs ; but being 
obliged to go out in great haste, after having been engaged 
in business for the whole morning, he is under the necessity 
of dictating this note while he is dressing. 

“ Mr. Barry does him too much honour in thinking him 
capable of giving him any hints towards the (.‘onduct of the 
great design in which Mr. Burke is v(*ry hap])y to find he is 
engaged. Mr. Burke is, without any affectation, thoroughly 
convinced that he has no skill whatsoever in the art of 
painting ; but he will very cheerfully turn his thoughts 
towards recollecting passages of modern or middle history, 
relative to the cultivation of the arts and manufactures ; and 
Mr. Barry will judge better than he can, whether they are 
such as will answer his purpose. 
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“ Mr. Burke will have the pleasure of waiting on Mr. 
Barry, to communicate to him what occurs to him on the 
subject, at his first leisure moment.’* 

The arrears of the Civil List, a^d an increase of its annual 
amount, brought him forward again, severely censuring the 
wastefulness of Ministry. His interposition, in a happy 
mixture of argument and irony, saved Alderman Sawbridge, 
whose language -was indecorous and disrespectful towards his 
Majesty, from public reproof. It was on this subject that 
the speaker (Sir F. Norton), made his well known speech to 
the King, which gave such oflbnce — “ that your Majesty 
Avill apply wisely, what they (the Commons) have granted 
liberally.” The motion for its approval was written by Burke 
and moved by Fox, amid much confusion. , 

On another occasion an opponent was soon afterwards 
silenced by his wit. During one of the debates on Lord 
Bigot’s recall from IVTadras, he had twice given w ay to other 
speakers, w hen observing the Chairman of the India Com- 
])any proceeding to read a variety of wxdl-known public 
jiapers instead of adducing any new' arguments, he interrupted 
him by observing, “ That if it w'ere the object of tlie honour- 
able member to tire and thin the House by reading all the 
heavy folios on the table, he supposed in courtesy he must 
submit ; but to prepare for the task, he begged leave to send 
for his night-cap which producing general laughter, was 
followed by a shout to him of — “ go on ! go on !” In dis- 
(Uissing this subject in a very masterly manner, in connexion 
w ith tlie treatment of Lord Bigot by the contradictory votes 
of the proprietors of India Stock, he w as cheered in an unpre- 
cedented manner, exciting in the language of contemporary 
writers, “such sudden and extraordinary bursts of approbation 
as were not warranted by the usual practice of the House.” 
These in return produced some sharp animadversions from 
the other side, “that the wit displayed in turning the 
Company’s late resolutions and conduct into ridicule, was as 
ill placed and as improperly applied, as the theatrical applause 
w hich it produced w as irregular and indecent.” 

It w as on this question that he first threw out doubts on 
the conduct of Mr. Hastings ; partly through communications 
Irom the Bigot family, partly from other friends resident in 
India. Among these was the late Sir Bhilip (then Mr.) 
Francis, a man of talents, independent mind with an ablior- 
rence of any thing resembling oppression little inferior to 
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that of Mr. Burke himself, and as has been said the supposed 
writer of Junius. To this gentleman with whom he had been 
early acquainted, he wrote on the rising of Parliament, 
strenuously recommending to his good offices his friend and 
associate William Burke, then proceeding to India to better 
his fortune. This gentleman soon became Agent to the 
Bajah of Tanjore, afterwards Deputy Paymaster- General for 
India, and is supposed to have supplied Edmund with much 
and minute information respecting tliat country. 

To Mr. Fox, who with Lord John Townshend spent the 
summer in Ireland in order to gain a nearer view of its in- 
terior politics, he wrote a confidential and interesting letter 
in October on the state of parties, giving the most friendly 
and disinterested advice on the best line of public conduct 
for him to pursue, and stating in his clear and impressive 
manner his opinion of the state of public feeling in England 
regarding the AV'hig party. It is printed in his works. In 
addition to this Ins chief letters during the year were to Lord 
liockingham ; Mr. Champion, Sir Abraham Elton, and others 
of Bristol; General Ogk‘thorpe ; 31r. Baker, mem])er for 
Herts ; to Lord North on African matters ; and a few others. 
To the General he acknowledges “ the most flattering mark 
of honour which I ever received,” but tlit‘ nature of this 
offering is unknown- Mr. Baker, wlio.x' regards seemed as 
strong as some of his public opinions, compliinenls him as 
*Uhe great philosopher of Beacousfield,” and “one of the 
most amiable and illustrious characters of the age.” 

A sketch of him appean‘d shortly before this in one of the 
journals where otliers of the distinguished public men of th(‘ 
day wtTe liit off, which with some censure as a party man 
and oracle of the Kockinghams, as well as of his manner as an 
orator, docs justice to his j)owers. It is too long for quotation 
here, and one passage may suffice : — 

“No man in this country is so well qualified by nature 
and education to be Minister of the House of Commons. 
Mr. Burke’s powers of persuasion would on some particu a 
occasions be irnisistibh.* if not counteract(?d or r(‘8iHted by the 
weight and solidity of the precious metals. His sources of 
knowledge are extensive and inexhaustible ; and his materials 
rdraw'n forth with great judgment. His memory is faithful 
and his mind teems with the most luxurious imagery, clothed 
in the most elegant language, and apt and happy mode of 
expression. His details often are interesting and important, 
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but always correct ; bis arguments plausible, generally logical, 
replete with information, and never supported on designed 
misrepresentation, or random assertions to answer the 
temporary purposes of debate. His facts are seldom assumed, 
and when they arc, he founds them on certain current 
opinions, perhaps controverted, but known however to exist. 
This candour at once renders him the fairest adversary, and 
stamps his sj)eechcs with a certain air of credit, veracity and 
authority seldom due to his conteni])orarics in either house 
of Parliament. II is knowledge of parliamentary business is 
so vast and multifarious, that there is no subject that comes 
under discussion, whether politics, finances, commerce, 
manufactures, internal police, &c., with their divisions and 
subdivisions which he does not treat in so masterly and 
technical a manner as to induce such as hear him to imagine 
lie had dedicat (‘d a considerable portion of his life to the in- 
vestigation of that particular subject.” 

A present from l)r. liobertson, of his History of America 
then recently published, drew from Mr. Burke an interesting 
lctt(T critical and com])limentary in allusion more especially 
to his own favourite topic, the study of human nature. He 
considered this the most useful of all studies to historian or 
politician, and was accustomed to s.ny, that “a statesman 
deficient in this knowledge was not master of half his 
business.” (\mtrary to the opinion of Johnson, who spoke 
slightingly of this author and who in fact cared little for 
such subjects, ]u‘ was with Burke a favourite, at least as to 
manner. Not sodibboii; on the a})])earaneo of whose first 
volume the preceding year he called on Sir Joshua Beynolds, 
and in the hearing of Northeote, proiioimced the style 
vicious and afft'cted, deformed by too mneh literary tinsel 
and frippery ; a sentence which many competent judges 
have since confirmed. 

The next session, 1777-1778, brought back the seceders 
of Opposition to the performance of their public duties. 
Those of Mr. Burke, were this year unusually diversified and 
fatiguing. His seat at least was not a sineemre. Whatever 
else he spared, he never spared liimself. He seemed often 
to be trying the experiment what compjiss of political in- 
terest and business it was possible for the human mind to 
embrace and retain ; what degree of labour in expounding 
them to endure. A few of the leading points are alone 
necessary to be alluded to here. On the first day of the 
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Bession, November 18th, his address was thus noticed by a 
contemporary — “ If it w’ere possible, we w^ould give a detail 
of a speech which, for the space of nearly two hours, com- 
manded the attention, and excited in lighter parts the 
laughter of all, and in the pathetic, drew' tears from the 
sympathizing few.” 

The navy estimates; an inquiry into the state of the 
nation ; the ordnance estimates ; the raising of troops with- 
out consent of Parliament ; and private aids to the Crow'ii, 
furnished him with opportunities for assailing the war and 
its conductors wdth great eftect. On one of these occasions, 
the fate of General Burgoyne’s army (Jlec. 3rd,) an incident 
occurred in his parliamentary life of which we have no other 
instance, “'fherewere high words writes Mr. Crawford 
to Lord Ossory * “ between AVedderburne and Burke w'liich 
so offended the latter that he went out of the House, and I 
believe intended to challenge Wedderburne, but was pre- 
vented by a letter from Wedderburne and an explanation 
likewise which he sent through Charles” — (Fox). He had 
it appears, laughed at a part of Wedtlerburne’s speech when 
dead silence reigned in the House, so that it was heard ; 
this produced irritation, followed by wliat he understood to 
be either rudeness or a personal threat ; and thence the 
misunderstanding, which how'cver was soon forgotten by botli. 

On the 0th of February he introduced a motion Ibr papers 
relative to the military employment of tin? Indians in the 
war in America, by a speech three hours and a half long, 
which excited not only extraordinary testimonies of admi- 
ration, hut was considered by those who heard it the best 
he had ever delivered. The theme, as connect'd with the 
dictates of humanity possessed much iiiter(‘st, and in itself 
was peculiarly fitted to display some of his most popular 
qualities as a speaker. Strangers being as usual excluded 
from the gallery, no tolerable report or i*ven abstract of it, 
has ever been published or perhaps j)rescrved ; and thus 
we may often account for the little effects of his eloquence. 
The pathetic episode of Miss Macrae, a young lady be- 
trothed to a British officer, and entrusted to t^vo Indians 
to convey her to a place of safety, but who, quarreling by 
the road about the division of the expected quantity of rum 
promised as their rew'ard, savagely murdered her at once to 

• Memorials and Correspondence of Fox by Lord John Russell, vol. I. 
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end the dispute — was so vividly painted as to excite an 
emotion of abhorrence against such auxiliaries throughout 
the country. 

Heated by the fervour of the speaker, Colonel Barre in a 
fit of enthusiasm, offered to nail up the speech if published 
on every church door in the kingdom by the side of the 
proclamation for a general fast. Governor Johnstone 
thought it fortunate for the two noble lords (North and 
Germaine) that there were no strangers present, or their 
enthusiasm and indignation would have excited the people 
to tear them to pieces on their way home from the House. 
Sir George Savile said to many of his friends — “ he who did 
not hear that speech, has not witnessed the greatest triumph 
of eloquence within memory.” The minority was the largest 
yet obtained — 137 to 223. 

After all, it may be doubted whether this display of ora- 
torical power and on his part no doubt real humanity was 
not a party question. Congress would have engaged these 
allies if England had not anticipated the design ; and Lord 
Cliatham though venting a torrent of indignation on the 
same side of the question in the House of Lords, could not 
disprove that the same allies were employed under his own 
administration twenty years before. 

Eleven days afterwards another tacit tribute to the wisdom 
of Mr. Burke’s advice for an amicable adjustment of the 
differences with the Colonies, appeared in a conciliatory plan 
of Lord North, taken chiefly from that proposed by the 
former three years before. It was supported also by the 
same arguments, to the great indignation of many of his 
lordship’s high Tory supporters in the House. Mr. Pox 
tauntingly congratulated the noble lord on at length becom- 
ing a proselyte to the doctrines of his honourable friend. 
The time however had gone by in which they could have 
effect. — The Minister, though a man of talent, pleasantry, 
and personal integrity, wanted enlargement of mind for the 
difficult circumstances around him. He was too often a long 
march in the rear of events ; his remedial measures came 
when they were forced, not voluntarily proffered. Easy in 
temper and indisposed to labour, he was like many other 
easy-tempered men— deficient in energy for great occasions; 
— he could foresee or provide for little till it pressed upon 
him with overwhelming necessity. 
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America now would accept nothing short of independence. 
The junction of France promised to enable her to attain this 
object, for which the Minister seemed quite unprepared though 
often dinned in his ears by the member for Bristol. Under 
this impression it became a question with Opposition whether 
to admit the claim of that country at once, and by so doing 
secure commercial preferences to the mother country — an 
alliance offensive and defensive — and other advantages accru- 
ing from the kindly feelings produced by this concession 
and our remaining influence and old connexion ; or by per- 
sisting to contend for what appeared no longer attain^le, 
not only lose those benefits ourselves, but throw them into 
the scale of Frantic, our watchful enemy. 

To the former as an unavoidable result, Mr. Burke, after 
much deliberation, inclined — ‘‘ Not,*’ he said, “ as a matter 
of choice but of hard and overpowering necessity. In the 
latter light oxdy could it be regarded. On the day that he first 
heard of the xA.merican states having claimed independency, 
it made him sick at heart ; it struck him to the soul, because 
he saw it was a claim essentially injurious to Great Britain, 
and one which she could never get rid of, never ! never ! 
never ! It was not to be thought therefore that he wished 
for the independency of America. Far from it. He felt it 
as a circumstance exceedingly detrimental to the fame, and 
exceedingly detrimental to the interests of his country. But 
w’hen by a wrong management of the cards, a gamester had 
lost much, it was right for him to make the most of the game 
as it then stood and to take care that he did not lose more.” 

Lord Chatlmm as strenuously opposed any admission of 
the kind ; declaring that the independence of America once 
acknowledged the sun of England was set for ever, and in 
urging this sentiment in the House of Lords, was seized 
with that illness w'hich terminated in his death. Deficient 
in some respects, and open to censure in many others, he 
was nevertheless the greatest war minister this couiftry ever 
possessed. But he was no prophet. Time, which has belied 
his prediction as to the dependence of England on Ame- 
rica, has shewn the superior judgment of the leader of the 
Eockingham party. The latter, on the death of this great 
man being announced, rose superior to petty resentments 
and immediately urged in his place the necessity for the 
nation showing its sense of his services by a provision for his 
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family, in addition to all the posthumous honours it could 
bestow. He was also one of the pall-bearers at the funeral. 

A proposition by Lord Nugent to revise a series of op- 
pressive restrictions which existed on the trade of Ireland 
naturally claimed the serious conlsi deration and support of 
Mr. Burke. His great effort was in a speech on the 6th of 
May, exhibiting a more comprehensive and practical view of 
the commercial condition, intercourse, interests, and capa- 
bilities of the kingdoms, contrasting their comparative 
advantages and defects, than had ever been given there be- 
fore. The grievance being undeniable, the motion was 
carried ; when suddenly a number of hostile petitions pour- 
ing in from the trading and manufacturing towns, diverted 
the minister from his purpose ; and thus th(,mgli a narrow 
and selfish system of policy had already driven America 
into revolt, yet with the fact before the eyes of every man in 
the kingdom, the very same policy again risked a contention 
with, if not the loss of Ireland. 

Bristol, taking a conspicuous part in the endeavour to re- 
press the trade of the sister island, called upon her represen- 
tative to support her views. The dilemma occasioned by this 
demand could not be otherwise than vexatious. His native 
country claimed justice ; while his constituents claimed his 
voice and vot(\ But regarding principle and right above every 
consideration of prudence, he manfully avowed, that to comply 
with this desire, would be to sin against his conscience, 
against the first principh's of justic(‘, against the general 
prosperity of the empire, and how^ever his constituents 
might think, against the truest interests of trade itself. “ If, 
from this conduct,’' said he, “ I shall forfeit their suffrages 
at an ensuing election, it w-ill stand on record an example to 
future represemtatives of the Commons of England, that one 
man at least had dared to resist the desires of his consti- 
tuents when his judgment assured him they w^ere wrong.” 

To state his reasons more fully for declining compliance 
with this call, he wrote in April and May, 1778, “Two 
Letters to Gentlemen of Bristol on the Bills relative to the 
itade of Ireland.” These expound, in a few touches, some 
of the chief principles of commerce ; such as the ad\antage 
of free intercourse bctwT.eu all parts of the same kingdom ; 
the necessity of reciprocity of benefits ; the evils attending 
restriction and monopoly ; the advantage to ourselves of all 
our customers, and more particularly our fellow-subjects as 
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the Irish were, being rich rather than poor ; and tliat tb^ 
gain of others is not necessarily our loss, but on the contrary 
an advantage by causing a greater demand for such wares as 
we have for sale. 

Political economists now consider these truths the mere 
alphabet of their science. Merchants, until lately, if they did 
not deny them in theory, could rarely be brought to approve 
the greater part in practice. Exclusions and restrictions, 
the depression of one body of individuals or district of 
country to exalt or enrich another, belonged too much to 
their then more confined opinions. His arguments, which 
were then in a great degree new, produced little effect in the 
quarter he wished. The people of Bristol could not be 
convinced the;re was equity or policy in giving a free trade 
\nth the British colonies and dependencies to Ireland. His 
determination to persevere in a wise and just course con- 
tinued unchanged, adding, “ While I remain under this un- 
alterable and powerful conviction, you will not wonder at 
the decided part I take. It is my custom so to do when 1 
see my way clearly before me ; and when I know that I am 
not misled by any passion, or any personal interest, which 
in this case I am very sure that 1 am not.’* 

Another offence in the eyes of his constituents was his 
vigorous support of Sir George Savile’s bill for the Belief 
of the Eoman Catholics, then suffering by the severity of the 
penal laws in force against that Dody. It was in met be- 
lieved by his friends to be wholly his own or by his recommen- 
dation, though brought forward under another name in order 
to avoid popular odium; which it might escape as the 
measure of an independent and influential country gentle- 
man. Its justice w’as immediately recognized by the almost 
unanimous votes of both Hctuses of Parliament. 

Among his correspondents this year were Boswell in a 
complimentary vein ; Charles Eox ; Wedderburne, the 
Solicitor- General, asking for information on the subject of 
“Tests,” saying that he would rather trust to his (Burke’s) 
knowledge than to any researches of his own. Nearly all 
his supporters at Bristol being opposed to the opening of 
the trade of Ireland, much of his time was employed in the 
spring in combating their opinions privately. To this end 
many long letters w^re wxitten ; nor would he bend in the 
least to their solicitations or arguments. From Ireland 
he had among others, several letters from the Speaker 
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tyf the Irish House of Commons, and Under-Secretary, 
on measures for the relief of the Roman Catholics ; and a 
present from a body of members of that creed of three 
hundred guineas, to be followed by two hundred more, in 
proof of their sense of his exertions. This gift he promptly 
declined. A letter to the Speaker on the former topic ap- 
pears in his works. At this period Dublin was enthusiastic 
in his praise. A design, warmly seconded by the public, 
was even announced to him by the same gentleman, of 
erecting his statue in that city. This contemplated honour 
proved but a spurt of gratitude soon Ibrgotten, and nev(*r 
since revived. So that this great man, the most illustrious, 
in many respects, which that city or the nation ever pro- 
duced, who had he been born in Scot and, would be almost 
deified by the people, has not in Ireland procured a single 
stone to his mernor}'. The only tributes of respect know'u 
to the writer are a picture in the examination theatre of* 
Trinity College, and a bust in its library. An unfeigned 
humility made him shrink from the idea of a statue. His 
observations on it above a year afterwards, in a letter to a 
member of the Irish legislature on her domestic atiairs 
when his popularity there had decliued, are marked by his 
accustomed force and truth : — 

I too have had my holiday of popularity in Ireland. I 
have even heard of an intention to erect a statue. I believt^ 
my intimate friends know' how little that idea was encouraged 
by me ; and I w’as sincerely glad that it never took effect. 
Such honours belong exclusively to the tomb — the natural 
aud only period of human inconstancy, w ith regard either to 
desert or to opinion; for they are the very same hands which 
erect, that very frequently (and sometimes with reason 
enough) pluck down the statue. Had such an unmerited 
and unlooked for compliment been paid to me two years ago, 
the fragments of the piece might at this hour have the ad- 
vantage of seeing actual service, while they were moving 
according to the law of projectiles, to tlu^ w indow's of the 
Attorney- General, or of my old friend Monk Mason.” 

In a sharp debate on the ordnance estimates soon after 
this time, no reply being given to his questions respecting 
their unusual amount and the Speaker proceeding to put 
the question, he declared he would not suffer it to pass 
until some explanation was given. After a pause, it appeared 
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that not one of the board knew any thing practically of the 
subject. Touching on the point of order which had been 
alluded to at the moment, he considered it he said contemp- 
tible, when instead of forwarding, it stood in opposition to 
the substance of their duty; and long afterward boasted that 
during all the years he had sat in Parliament, he had never 
called any member to order. 

Tlie indecisive action of Admiral Keppel with the French 
fleet during the summer of 1778, and the dissension to which 
it gave rise with Sir Hugh Palliser his second in command, 
became a theme for g(‘neral contention. In fact almost every 
person rang(‘d himself on the side of one or other of the 
parties. For the Admiral, who had been taken from the 
ranks of Op{X)sitioii to command the fleet, Mr. Burke had 
a most warm regard, having first met him at the house of Sir 
Joshua Kevin )lds to whom the Admiral had been an early 
patron. Political connexion improved the acquaintance into 
close and lasti.^g friendship, of which the apostrophe to his 
memory in a ‘‘ letter to a noble lord,” is a proof; and at the 
same time perhaps one of the most elo(]uent tributee to a 
dead friend in our language. The Admiral felt reciprocal 
admiration, and had, as well as his old commander Sir Charles 
Saunders and others of the party declared of the orator “ that 
if the country were to be saved, it could be only by the 
virtue and abilities of that wonderful man.” When the 
former was about to undergo the ordeal of a court-martial, 
this attached friend ac'companied him to Portsmouth, received 
from him there his picture by Keynolds, as a species of legacy 
in case the court-martial in their sentence should decide 
against his honour and character, remained with him during 
much of the trial, and is reported to have assisted in arranging 
his defence. To this there is some allusion in the letter to 
a noble Lord as his faithful companion and counseller in his 
rudest trials'' 

His own interests were about this time or soon after, 
attacked by Lord Vemey in a suit in Chancery, calling upon 
him, in conjunction with his brother Kichard and William 
Burke as partners with his Lordship, to bear part of the loss 
sustained by unsuccessful speculations in the funds. This 
participation be denied by affidavit ; nor was the circumstance 
jirobable in itself, or some better evidence of it would have 
been adduced than that nobleman could bring forward on 
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the occasion. They had not in fact been friends for some 
time ; and though his brother Eichard, and William Burke 
participated in the transaction, it was scarcely fair to call upon 
Edmund to pay their debts of honour, as in such things 
there could be no legal claim. Some degree of misrepresen- 
1 ation having prevailed upon this point, it may be necessary 
to state, that as a holder of India stock, he might have pro- 
fited by this property as any other man would do in its 
variations in the market, though even this is doubtful ; but 
there seems no valid foundation for the report of his gambling 
in the funds, which was not merely at variance with his habits 
but his princij)les. Neither would he have ventured to risk 
a high and good name in such transactions. 

Another charge urged against him, as if it were not a mis- 
fortune rather than fault, was that of being in debt. Let it be 
remembered, that the rental of his estate was not estimated at 
more than 5t‘G00 per annum if so much, which with his Irish 
property, occasional supplies, and the produce of his literary 
labours, foriiu'd nearly the whole of his income after the 
cessation of the agency for New' York. Moving in the sphere 
of life in w'hich he did, this must be confessed to be a poor 
pittance. Yet out of this, it may be stated, as he more than 
once mentioned the fact iiimself, he contributed to the sup- 
port of several poorerrelations, w hich of course could onl}^ bo 
eflected by very rigid economy. To one relative near Castle- 
town Koche he allowed ^*30 ])er annum out of the property 
in that vicinity ever since he came into possession in 1765. 
We have just s(*en that he had refused a present of five hun- 
dred guineas from the Homan Catholics Avhich might have 
been accepted without the slightest imputation of any kind. 

He had, in fact, no extravagant propensities to indulge. 
His domestic arrangements w ere wdiolly under the prudent 
management of his lady. His coach-horses took their turn in 
the plough. His table, to w hich men of merit or distinction 
in every class were always w elcome, partook of neatness and 
Tnoderation, not parade or profusion. At Beacousfield, he 
preserved a frank and cheerful hospitality which those who 
enjoyed once were glad of the op])ortunity of joining again ; 
and while in town, he frequently asked political and literary 
friends to dine or sup as it happened on beef-steaks, or a leg 
of mutton, and commonly gave no more than his invitation 
professed. Of this an instance is related which as an after 
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dinner story tells rather amusingly, but the reader is only 
called upon for such credence as he thinks proper. Having 
been detained late in the House, he asked Pox, Lord John 
Cavendish, and two or three more of the party to sup, when 
on announcing the object of their visit to Mrs. Burke, a look 
of annoyance and despair sufficiently told the ill-provided 
state of the larder. A pause ensued ; “ surely ” said the host 
with a comic face “ tliere is beef enough !” Pox and two or 
three others making an apology for momentary absence 
hurried off to a neighbouring tavern, provided themselves each 
with a dish of such fare as could be procured, and amid much 
laughter from all parties, particularly the master of the 
house who cracked some jokes on their skill as waiters, passed 
an amusing evening. 

Another accusation urged against him at this time was, 
that he displayed nnich more ability than candour in harass- 
ing Ministry with the most unmeasured condemnation. The 
same may be said of all Oppositions ; aiid looking to tlie 
magnitude of the contest, the incapacity shown in its con- 
duct, and the unfortunate results, it will be difficult to say 
that his censures were unfair, ill-timed, or unjust. Mr. Pox 
was upon all occasions more violent and much more j)er8onal, 
to a degree beyond even the usual parliamentary license. 
He constantly wore in the House what was considered the 
American uniform, buff and blue, which Burke excepting 
when solicited so to do which was not unfrequeutly the case, 
declined to make his common dress. The most moderate men 
in fact, lost their equanimity on this topic ; and Messrs. 
Wilkes, Sawbridge, and others of the same stamp, were 
sometimes said to be almost scurrilous ; for on no preceding 
occasion had debates run so high. Even the House of 
Lords often forgot its characteristic decorum, in the violence 
of the language used towards the Ministry. 

This spirit found ample vent in the session, 1778-79, in a 
series of motions by Mr. Pox, on the state of the Navy ; of 
Greenwich Hospital; an address to the King to remove 
Lord Sandwich, which were supported by Burke. He also 
took part on the question of the threatening manifesto of the 
Commissioners sent to negotiate with America : on the state 
of Ireland ; on Mr. Dunning’s motion respecting the powers 
of the Admiralty to grant or refuse Courts Martial ; on an 
Inquiry into the conduct of the American War; on the 
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Budget ; on a Bill for exemptions from being pressed into 
the ; and on another for limited service in the Army — 
a measure which he recommended by the strongest argu- 
ments, and though then rejected, it has since been as wisely 
as liberally adopted to the benefit of the service. 

Early in 1779, among many of the first characters of the 
time, he followed his old acquaintance Grarrick to the grave. 
Looking stedfastly towards the place of interment he re- 
marked to one of the gentlemen present that “ the spot was 
well chosen, for the statue of Shakspeare seemed to point to 
the grave where the great actor of his works w^as laid.” A 
present from tlie admired and accomplished Mr. (afterwards 
Sir William) Jones, of his translation of the Greek orator 
Isffius, the master of Demosthenes, whose orations as expla- 
natory of the laws of jiroperty in Athens are necessarily 
interesting to a lawyer though perhaps for the same reason 
hitherto neglected by grammarians and philologists, drew 
from Mr. Burke one of his just and discriminating letters. 

Ireland, notwithstanding his renewed endeavours in Ikt 
favour, being still denied her due share in the commerce of 
the empire, came to a variety of resolutions against importing 
British manufacture. With still mon' etfect in the w’ay of 
threat, she formed her memorable volunteer associations, 
** nothing resembling w hich,” said Lord Slietlleld, wTiting a 
few years afterwards, “ has ever be(*n observed in any country 
at least wdiere there w'as an established government.” Even 
Scotland w'as not quiet. The concessions to the Komau 
Catholics in the preceding year instigatcnl a mob not only to 
raze their chapels to the ground, but to destroy their private 
houses and property. A petition from this body, praying for 
compensation for their losses and S('curity against further 
injury, was presented by Mr. Burke, who foundan op])ort unity i 
on this occasion for exercising his w it, tliough as a Scripture 
phrase perhaps not in the best taste, to tlie great amusement 
of the House. Observing Lord Korl h to be asleep, a fre- 
quent failing of that nobleman in public, at the moment he 
wras attributing the po[)ular excesses to the supineness of 
those in powder, he instantly turned the incident to advantage 
— “ Behold,” said he, pointing to the slumbtudng Minister, 
“what I have again and again told you, that Government if 
not defunct, at least nods ; brother Lazarus is uot dead only 
sleepeth.” * 
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Several letters from Scotland exculpating the clergy and 
certain societies from inciting the mob to violence against 
Romanists, were addressed to him in reply to some remarks 
made in the House, which he answered. To Bristol likewise 
he sent several private communications, in the hope of en- 
lightening and liberalizing his friends there towards Ireland ; 
also to Lord Rockingham and others. But in May, writing 
to ShackletoD, a fit of depression or vexation, on a state of 
public affairs which all remonstrance or argument failed to 
remedy or influence overtook him with more than usual 
effect on his mind, and he expresses his readiness to retire 
altogether from public life. 


CHAPTER YII. 

Economical Reform — Letter on Parliamentary Reform. — Conduct during: 
the Riots— Intercedes for mercy towards the Rioters. — Elocution Walker 
— Slave Trade — Rejection at Bristol — The Prince of Wales, Mr. Burke, 
and the Curate — Anecdote of Mr. Burke's humanity and playful hu- 
mour — Note to Sir W. Jones — Opposed to Mr. Fox on the repeal of the 
Marriage Act — Mr. Sheridan — Shearing* the Wolf — Change of 
Ministry — Letter to Dr. Franklin. 

During the summer of 1779, the dangers of the country 
had alarmingly increased. No progress was made in sub- 
duing America. The expense of the war exceeded all pre- 
cedent. The enemy’s fleet sweeping triumphantly through 
the Channel, threatened Plymouth and other parts of the 
coast. And Ireland in a state of moral, seemed rapidly pro- 
ceeding to actual revolt, by riots in Dublin, b\ the extension 
of the system and the imposing attitude of the volunteers, 
by the strong measure of a money-bill for six months only, 
and by very general resolutions against “ the unjust, illiberal, 
and impolitic selfishness of England.” 

The speech from the throne, 25th November, recom- 
mending her hitherto rejected claims to consideration, drew 
from the Member for Bristol many bitter taunts for the want 
of the means, not of the will by Ministry, to coerce her by 
fire and sword as they had attempted with America. These 
reproaches though stigmatized as inflammatory were per- 
haps not undeserved ; and the sense of the House was so far 
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with him, that having sat down once or twice from being 
unable to render himself heard in the more distant parts of 
it in consequence of a violent cold and hoarseness, he was 
pressed by loud and repeated calls from both sides to pro- 
ceed. Dire necessity alone had extracted this measure of 
conciliation from the Minister. A vote of censure upon him 
for neglect and delay, moved by Lord Ossory, Dec. 6th, gave 
birth to highly-applauded speeches by Mr. Fox and Mr. 
Burke; the latter remarking, that that whicli had at first 
been requested as a favour, was delaj^ed till angrily demanded 
as a right ; till threats extorted what had been denied to en- 
treaties ; till England had lost the moment of granting with 
dignity, and Ireland of receiving with gratitude. 

\Vhen however Lord North introduced his plan of relief 
such as it was, he gave it his approval, thoug^i without that 
warmth which the zealous spirits of Ireland expected and 
they themselves displayed on the occasion, but which he 
conceived its tardy and reluctant justice scarcely deserved. 
Hence arose a misrepresentation there, that he was alto- 
gether indifferent to tlie relief now granted. Ilis popularity 
therefore sunk at once, both in the land of his birth and in 
that of his adoption : in Bristol, for conceding any com- 
mercial advantag(‘ whatever ; in Dublin, for withholding any 
point however indiffenmt or unimportant in itself; a lot to 
which all statesmen who act without favour or partudity to- 
wards contending interests, are too often exposed. To remove 
this impression in Ireland, he wrote “A Letter to Thomas 
Burgh, Esq.” dated January I, 1780, explanatory of his 
views and motives, which, though meant to be private, soon 
found its way into tht* periodical ])rints of the time, and in 
some degree set him right with the more intelligent part of 
his countrymen. 

The ill success of the war and the increased taxation re- 
quired to support it, occasioning at this moment loud out- 
cries for Parliamentary Beform, and retrenchment of the 
])ublic expenditure, ]Mr. Burke dexterously wrested attention 
from the former which he had always deemed unsafe and 
impracticable, to the latter which he thought in every way 
practicable and expedient. 

Of all men in the House he was perhaps the best qualified 
for this arduous undertaking by a share of political courage 
which shrunk from no duty however invidious ; and by habits 
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of business which at all times laborious, were on this occa- 
sion exerted beyond all precedent. “ For my own part,” 
said he, “ I have very little to recommend me for this, or for 
any task, but a kind of earnest and anxious perseverance of 
mind, which with all its good and all its evil effects is 
moulded into my constitution.” Cautious of experiment as 
he professed to be even to timidity, this feeling formed a 
pledge that no crude or sllo^^'y innovations should be 
attempted merely because they were new ; and his idea of a 
very cheap government not being necessarily the very best, 
rendered it certain that nothing really useful should be taken 
away. He knew too much of human nature and of tlie 
business of the State, to be led astray by visionary schemes 
of hopeless purity and impossible perfection. The habits of 
the country he knew were any thing but niggardly towards 
public offices and public servants. AVhile duty therefore 
required that nothing gross should be piTinitted to remain, 
a personal as well as a public liberality ensured that no 
injustice should be inflicted upon individuals ; that eco- 
nomy should not become penury, or reform utter extirpa- 
tion. 

His notice of motion, on the 15th Decaunber, opened a 
brief but lucid ex])ositiou of the outlines of his plan, to 
which Opposition gave praise for the mattiT and manner. 
No one else ventured to say a word on a tender subject 
which touched the highest quarters in the 8tat(\ A slight 
incident on this occasion again showed his dexterity in de- 
bate. While enforcing the necessity of frugalitv, and re- 
commending to the Minist(*r the ohl and valuable* Itoman 
apothegm magnum vectiya! est parsimonia, he made a false 
quantity, rendering the second word vrciiya/. Lord Nortli, 
in a low tone corrected the error, wIkui tlie orator with his 
usual presence of mind, turned the mistaki* to advantage. 
“ The Noble Lord,” said he, “hints that 1 liave eiT(‘d in the 
quantity of a principal word in my quotation ; 1 re joice at 
it; because it gives me an opportunity of re])eating the 
inestimable adage,” — and with increased energy he thun- 
dered forth — “ jnngnum vect i-ga! eat pursimonia” 

Great as was the idea entertained of his talents, expecta- 
tion was 8urj)assed by the production of the j)lan itself in- 
troduced by the memorable speech of the 11th of February, 
1780, which every one conversant with political history has 
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read, and lie who has read will not readily forget. No 
public measure of the century received such general enco- 
mium. Few speeches from the Opposition side of the 
House ever told with greater effect. Had he never made 
any other it would place him in the first rank of orators and 
practical statesmen, for comprehensiveness of design, minute 
knowledge of detail, the mingled moderation and justice 
towards the public and to the persons affected, the wisdom 
of its general principles, and their application to local in- 
terests. As a composition it has been considered the most 
brilliant combination of powers that ever was devoted to 
such a topic. When printed it passed tlirough a great 
number of editions. 

The whole of the scheme was comprisocl in five Bills. 
These embraced the sale of forest lancLs ; the abolition of 
the inferior royal jurisdictions of Wales, Cornwall, Chester, 
and Lancaster ; of Treasurer, (\»inptrolleT, Cofierer, Master, 
and a variety of inferior ofiiciTs in the Household; of 
Treasurer of the Chanib(*r ; of the Wardrobe, Jewel, and 
Kobes GIG CCS ; of the Boards of Trade, Green Cloth, and of 
Works; of the office of third Secretary of State; of the 
Keepers of the Stag, Buck, and Fox Hounds ; much of the 
civil branches of the Ordnance and Mint ; of the patent 
offices of the Exchequer ; the regulation of the army, navy, 
and pension pay offices, and sonu' others ; and above all a 
new arrangement of the Civil List, by which debt should 
be avoided in future, and priority of payment ensured to 
the least powerful claimants, the First Lord of the Trea- 
sury being the last on the list. 

The bare idea of reforming so many offices would have 
overpowered any man of ordinary courage or exertion. But 
to reduce or to regulate so many sources of intluence, to place 
the remedy side by side with the grievance, to encounter the 
odium of annihilating or diminishing the emoluments of the 
possessors enjoyed perhaps for years "without notice or in- 
quiry, was considered the boldest attempt ever made by any 
member out of office, and supposed to affect too many in- 
terests even for the authority of those who were in. To 
these were added the complication and difficulty presented 
in every stage of its progress : but he deemed it one of the 
greatest and most praiseworthy features of his life. 

It must remain,” said Mr. Dunning in a burst of admi- 
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ration, “ as a monument to be banded down to posterity of 
his uncommon zeal, unrivalled industry, astonishing abilities, 
and invincible perseverance. He had undertaken a task 
big with labour and difficulty; a task that embraced a 
variety of the most important objects, extensive and com- 
plicated ; yet such were the eminent and unequalled abilities, 
so extraordinary the talents and ingenuity, and such the 
fortunate frame of the honourable gentleman’s mind, his 
vast capacity and happy conception, that in his hands, what 
must have proved a vast heap of ponderous matter, com- 
posed of heterogeneous ingredients, discordant in their 
nature and opposite in principle, was so skilfully arranged 
as to become quite simple as to each respective part, de- 
pendent on each other ; and the whole at the same time so 
judiciously combined, as to present nothing to almost any 
mind tolerably intelligent, to divide, puzzle, or distract it.” 

Mr. Burke’s Eeforrn bill,” says the historian Gibbon, 
“ was framed with skill, introduced with eloquence, and 
supported by numbers. Never can I forget the delight 
with which that diffusive and ingenious orator was heard by 
all sides of the House, and even by those (Gibbon l»ims(‘lf, 
as a member of the Board of Trade, was one of tliein) 
w'hose existence he proscribed. The Lords of Trade blushed 
at their insignificancy. Mr. Eden’s appeal to the two 
thousand three hundred volumes of our reports proved only 
a fertile theme for ridicule. I take this opportunity of 
certifying the correctness of Mr. Burke’s printed speeches 
which I have heard and read.” 

“ Only one sentiment,” remarks another contemporary 
w*ho voted against the measure, “ pervaded the House and 
the nation, on the unexampled combination of eloquence, 
labour, and perseverance 'vhicli had been displayed by their 
enlightened author. They covered with astonishment and 
admiration even those who, from principle or from piu’ty, 
appeared most strenuous in opposing the progress of the bill 
itself through every stage.” 

Similar testimonies might be adduced even from some of 
the Ministry, who were nevertheless ingenious enough to 
oppose in detail what they applauded in the gross. A con- 
siderable part of March, April, and May, were occupied in 
debating the different clauses. That tbr abolishing the 
office of the third Secretary of State was lost on the 8tb of 
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the former month by a majority of seven, after one of the 
hardest fought contests ever remembered. Five days after- 
ward by the irresistible effect of the wit of the mover as 
much as his eloquence, sentence of death was passed on the 
poor Board of Trade by a majority of eight; the two 
thousand three hundred folio volumes of its labours, rather 
unluckily urged by Mr. Eden in its defence, being ridiculed 
with such inimitable effect by Mr. Burke, as to be in the 
opinion of many, the chief cause of condemnation. Execu- 
tion of the sentence how^ever was contrived by the Ministry 
to be delayed for the present ; and a week afterwards, the 
sentiments of the House upon the bill altogether seemed 
unexpectedly changed by other clauses of importance being 
rejected by great majorities. . 

This measure drew from him during the session eleven or 
twelve speeches, combining so much labour, ingenuity, and 
wit, that it became a question in which of these points he 
excelled. In the debate on the Board of Works (April 
21st), Burke,’' said a contemporary, distinguished 

himself more* tliaii ever by the force of his arguments, the 
fertility of his invention, and the pleasantry witli which he 
enlivened a matter apparently dry and insipid in itself.” 
Aiiothei’ writer on the subject says, “It was generally 
agreed both by members and strangers, that Mr. Burke had 
been seldom more agreeable in the House of Commons than 
on this evening. He evid(‘ntly cam(‘ down with his mind 
made up to the fate (reject io n) of the remainingclauses of 
liis bill; and therefore treated them with all that ready wit, 
pleasantry, and good humour which are the real features of 
his character.” 

A proposal by Lord North to give the India Company 
previous to the dissolution of their charter the required 
three years notice, produced from the Member for Bristol 
a speech against it of great fervour and animation. He 
supported a bill for suspending the elective franchise of re- 
venue officers ; and also a motion by Mr. Dunning for 
securing the independence of Parliament. He found time 
likewise (April 4th) to write a letter on the affairs of Ire- 
land enforcing his former opinions, to John Merlott, Esq. 
of Bristol. Eight days afterwards (April 12th), he ad- 
dressed another to the chairman of the Buckinghamshire 
meeting for obtaining Parliamentary Reform; a scheme 
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which he considered ineffectual to its intended purpose, and 
pregnant with danger to the Constitution. He could not 
make up his mind he said to so important an innovation. 
All his reading, observation, expiTience, and conversation 
with others possessed of wisdom and talent w ere against its 
being advantageous to good government. “ Please God,** 
he added, ‘‘I w ill w'alk w ith caution whenever I am not able 
clearly to see my way before me.” 

On the Sth of May, he spoke still more decidedly against 
the question, on Alderman JSawbridge’s annual motion for the 
same object. A periodical work of the time styled this “ a 
most able, ingenious, and elaborate speech and the outline 
of it found among his papers even more than verifies this 
description. 

About this time, a few' petitions to repeal the indulgences 
granted to Eomanists two years bi'fore, excited to action the 
Protestant associations under l^ord George Gordon, a wdld 
fanatic of no talents, whose language in the llous(‘ w as often 
reprehensible, though commonly disregarded. He had moved, 
without finding a seconder, that the petition presented by 
Mr. Burke the preceding session from the Eoman Catholic 
sufferers by the riots in Scotland, “be thrown over the 
table.** To give further proof of his zeal in tlie same cause, 
he now called together, “ for the honour of God,” the rabble 
of London. The consequence of this proceeding were the 
riots ; when the pow ers of the members of government, 
seemingly sunk in hopeless apathy, w aited to be roused by 
the spirit and good sense of the king, who by taking the re- 
sponsibility upon himself of ordering the military to act, 
restored the metropolis to the dominion of order and law*. 

In the exigency of the moment when Mr. Fox Avith in- 
considerate party feelings refused to strengthen the hands 
of government, Mr. Burke to his honour, strongly recom- 
mended it ; advising him and Op})Osition generally, to 
forget all their differences in unanimity and defensive asso- 
ciations. As a powerful advocate of the persecuted sect, 
the fanatical feeling ran strongly against him among some of 
the leaders. His residence in Charles Stre(‘t, 8t. fTames’s 
Square, w'as more than onc(i heard to bo threatened ; he was 
reviled as a Jesuit in disgui.se, nick-narn(?d Neddy St. Omors, 
and caricatured as a monk stirring the fires of Smithfield, in 
addition to much more of similar vituperation. Trusting 
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however, to a considerable share of popularity, or believing 
that the bulk of the mob being bent on plunder and riot 
cared little for anything else, he did not hesitate to mix with 
a party of them, and experienced no great personal ill-will. 
His own notice of the adventure, written soon after to Mr. 
Shackleton, is as follows : — 

‘‘ Mv wife being safely lodged, I spent part of the next 
day in the street amidst this wdld assembly, into whose 
hands I delivered myself, informing them who I was. Some 
of them were malignant and fanatical, but I think the far 
greater part of those whom I saw were rather dissolute and 
unruly than very ill-disposed. I even found friends and 
well-wishers among the hlue-cockades.” Some of the news- 
papers of the day give an anecdote which exjiibits his per- 
sonal fearlessness on the occasion, particularly as several 
friends had advised him to leave town for safety, which they 
deemed seriously at stake. 

“ This day ( J une 6th) a detachment of foot-guards took 
possession of Westminster Hall, the doors of which they at 
last closed to prevent the mob entering there : several Mem- 
bers of both Houses, who walked down on foot were thus 
prevented from getting into the House for a considerable 
time, among whom was !Mr. Burke, who was presently sur- 
rounded by some of the most decent of the petitioners, who 
expostulated with him on his conduct, in abetting Sir George 
Savile’s motion for the Homan Gatholic bill. Mr. Burke in 
his defence, said ho certainly had seconded the motion for 
the bill, and thought himself justified in so doing ; he said he 
understood he was a marked man, on whom the petitioners 
meant to wreak their vengeance ; and, therefore, he walked 
out singly amongst them, conscious of having done nothing 
that deserved their censure in the slightest degree, having 
always been an advocate for the people, and meaning to con- 
tinue BO. Mr. Burke at length got rid of his troublesome 
interrogators.” 

He had received positive information the previous day 
that his house was to be destroyed after that of Sir George 
Savile. Mrs. Burke, his papers, and a few valuables were 
therefore immediately removed to the house of General Bur- 
goyne ; shortly afterward a party of soldiers arrived for his 
protection, sent by the authorities without application, when 
nis furniture being removed, the guard was with something 
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of a chivalrous disregard of self dismissed, from an impression 
that it might be made more useful elsewhere* The nights 
were spent with other volunteer friends of rank, in guarding 
Lord Eockingham’s and Sir George Savile’s houses. After 
forcing his way into the House of Commons on the following 
day, he gave vent, as usual fearlessly to indignation and 
remonstrance. “ I spoke my sentiments in such a "way,” he 
writes to Shackleton, “ that I do not think I have ever on 
any occasion seemed to affect the House more forcibly.” 

Few things do more credit to his active and sensitive 
humanity than zealous though unostentatious endeavours for 
the extension of the royal mercy to the chief part of the un- 
liappy rioters who, having been convicted of various ofiences, 
now awaited the awful retribution of the law. .With this 
view he drew up some reflections on the approaching execu- 
tions, and exerted his influence in pressing letters to the 
Lord Chancellor, Lord Mansfield the President of the 
Council, and the Secretary to the Treasuiy, to submit his 
opinions to his Majesty and Lord North. Public justice, 
he urged ought to be satisfied with the smallest possible 
number of victims. Numerous executions, far from increas- 
ing, diminished the solemnity of the sacrifice ; anticipating 
in this respect the general feeling of the present day, that 
if not absolutely bad, such scenes frequently repeated are 
certainly not useful. The letters and reflections appear in 
his works. 

For the original instigators of the tumults among the 
higher classes he had no such consideration, uttering against 
them in Parliament several bitter anathemas. “ They,” he 
said, “ and not the ignorant and misled multitude, ought to 
be hanged and when some of the leading “ Associators” 
were seen in the lobby of the House, he exclaimed loudly in 
their hearing — “I am astonished that those men can have 
the audacity still to nose Parliament and had previously 
remarked that freedom of debate in the Commons of England 
had arrived at a new era. when a bludgeoned mob in the street 
aimed to destroy that freedom, while soldiers with fixed 
bayonets were employed at the doors to protect it. 

On the 20th of J une after calm had been restored, peti- 
tions were again presented against tolerating Popery, to 
which neither Ministers nor Opposition would give coun- 
tenance. Mr. Fox and Mr. Burke spoke for three hours 
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each against reviving such an intolerant spirit. The latter, 
after expressing the warmest attachment to the Church of 
England, avoxved that he abominated anything like in- 
tolerance, moving five resolutions to that eflect and in 
reprobation of the late excesses, which were with little op- 
position carried. He also thwarted popular prejudice on 
another point. A bill had passed the Commons to prevent 
Roman Catholics from being permitted to give scholastic in- 
struction to Protestants, when finding it likely to be pro- 
ductive of some injustice, he drew u]) a petition to the other 
House, which had so much effect wdth Lord Thurlow, that 
on the third reading he quitted the woolsack and by one of 
his forcible assaults upon the principle of the measure, drove 
it out of tlie House without a division. ^ 

One of the persons Avho solicited IMr. Burke’s exertions 
on this occasion was Mr. or as he was commonly termed 
Elocution Walker, author of the Pronouncing Dictionary, 
and other works of merit, and w'ho had given lessons in the 
art to young Burke. This gentleman had been educated a 
l^resbyterian, but being in the habit of discussing religious 
subjects in places where such topics can be never properly dis- 
cussed, namely, in debating societies, a singular result is said 
to have followed. Two or three persons were persuaded by 
his arguments to become Presbyterians, w hile he himself was 
argued into the propriety of becoming a Roman Catholic ! 
The law in question aiming a deadly blow at his means of 
livelihood, he appealed forcibly to Mr. Burke one day in the 
vicinity of the House of Commons, who conceiving he was 
serving the interests of literature, introduced him to a no- 
bleman accidentally passing, with the following charac- 
teristic exordium : — “ Here, my Lord Berkeley, is Mr. 
Walker, wdiom not to know by name at least, w ould argue 
want of knowledge of the harmonies, cadences, and pro- 
prieties of our language. Against this gentleman and 
others, we are going, my Lord, upon a j)oor, ungrounded 
prejudice of the refuse of the mob of London, to commit an 
act of gross injustice ; and for what? For crime's moral or 
political? No, my Lord, but because we differ in the 
meaning affixed to a single word,” pronouncing it empha- 
tically, “ tranmbstantiafioa'* 

Having to present a petition to the House of Commons 
on the same subject some time before, in which was dis- 



192 


LIFE OF BUBEE. 


17S0. 


covered incorrectness of language or expression at the mo- 
ment of coming forward, he set about correcting it though 
conscious of its uselessness, remarking, “ If we are not fa- 
vourably received, at least let us be worthy of it.” While 
engaged in this way at the door writing very fast, and as 
he was often accustomed to do, conversing at the same mo- 
ment with persona around him interested in the prayer of 
the petition, the Speaker, Sir Fletcher Norton, called for 
him somewhat impatiently to proceed. “ It is hard, Mr. 
Speaker,’* said he, with an arch expression of countenance, 
but without raising his eyes from the paper or ceasing to 
write, “ it is hard you cannot wait even a moment — ‘ No, 
not to stay the grinding of the axe,’ ” a quotation from 
Hamlet, in allysion to the sj)eed with which the prince was 
to be put to deatli in England, and appropriately applied to 
the expected fate of the petition. 

His humanity exerted on another occasion, gave a fillip 
to the ingenious malice of th(‘ daily press. A man had 
been sentenced to the pillory at St. Margaret’s Hill, South- 
wark, for attempts at an atrocious offence, when the multi- 
tude stoned him so as to occasion immediate death. For 
noticing this in the House of Commons, with remarks on its 
cruelty as being so much more severe a sentence than the 
law awarded, a newsf)aper chose to indulge in some silly but 
most slanderous reflections, for which a rule for a criminal 
information was obtained against the editor, though on 
apology, not pressed. Five years afterwards, on repeating 
in his place the same remarks on a nearly similar occur- 
rence in Bristol, the slander was reiterated, when finding it 
necessary to bring an action against the printer, the jury 
awarded him, there being no attempt at defence, £150 
damages. It is remarkable that shortly after this his friend 
Lord Loughborough, himself a judge, had to appeal to a 
jury against the same unprincipled and abominable insinua- 
tions, which had no other foundation than the same party 
or personal hostility as in the case of Mr. Burke ; and he 
received the same sum from the jury. 

In this year also, a more important scheme of humanity 
occupied the active mind of the member for Bristol ; no less 
than the partial abolition, or material alleviation, of the slave- 
trade; and a variety of thoughts on the subject, with a sketch 
of a new negro code, were committed to paper. There were 
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many reasons, however, against bringing forward such a mea- 
sure then. Among these were the incessant contests which 
American affairs occasioned in Parliament ; the odium which 
such an innovation on the rights of trade and property would 
bring on Opposition from the West India interest ; the 
policy of confining their strength to the more pressing 
grievance of the war; the impossibility of the Opposition 
by itself sncc(‘eding in such a design under any circum- 
stances whatever; the temper of the nation, which was not 
at all ripe for the discussion ; and perhaps the unpopularity 
he had already incurred at Bristol, and which such a proposal 
would increase to exasperation. Time has shewn that he 
judged rightly. Mr. Wilberfor(‘e who took it up six years 
afterwards, found it necessary to devote a whqje life to the 
subject. 

Mr. Burke’s plan, likewise, embraced minute regulation of 
the trade in all its stages, at a moment when very little hope 
eoidd be ent(‘rtained of its total abolition. Had it been 
adopted, all tlie grosser horrors of the traffic would have 
been obviafed; but it w'as gratifying to every lover of bene- 
volence to find that many of his suggestions for the treat- 
ment of slaves in the island were, at lengtli, after a long 
interval, adopted. Many of the subseqiuuit regulations laid 
ht'fore Parliament, will b(' found nearly a transcript from the 
fourth section or head of his ?S('gro code, as may be seen in 
his works, vol. ix. p. 301 — another instance of what has been 
remarked more tlian once, that his wisdom was almost; 
always a long way in advance of that of tlie age in which he 
lived. To the exertions of Mr. Wilherforee he alwa3^s gave 
the most zealous support, and his labours wore often (mlo- 
gized in verse and prose by the admirers of that gentleman. 

The dissolution of Parliament in autumn, carried him to 
i^ristol, to ascertain wdicther the rejection he had apprehen- 
ded on account of disagreeing with his constituents on 
certain points of policy, was likely to tak(' elfect. To a 
meeting held at the Gfuildhall on the 6th of September, bo 
delivered his celebrated speecli, the best ever uttered on 
such an occasion, and perhaps never excelled by anything 
he spoke elsewhere.* Were it always in the power of elo- 


* In this opinion I am happy to find Sir Samuel Itomilly agree. “ I 
am not surprised that you so much admire Burke’s speech (on American 
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quence to conciliate, or argument to persuade, there were in 
this enough of both to redeem not only the crime of differ- 
ing in opinion with his constituents, but more serious 
offences, had such been committed. Declining all apology 
for opposing the wishes, though he was satisfied he said, not 
the interests of those he represented, he entered on his 
defence. The charges against him were four ; — in not visiting 
the City more frequently— in supporting Lord Beauchamp’s 
Insolvent Debtor’s Bills — the Irish Trade Acts — and the 
relief granted to the Homan Catholics, Each of these 
he defended with extraordinary ability; rendering even 
the common and temporary affair of an election, a medium 
for promulgating great and permanent political truths — 
such as the Jiustings never before supplied us with, and 
never since. 

“ Gentlemen,” said he, in summing up, “ I do not here 
stand before vou accused of venality, or of neglect of duty. 
It is not said that in the long period of my service, I have, 
in a single instance, sacrificed the slightest of your interests 
to my ambition or to my fortune. It is not alleged that to 
gratify any anger, or revenge of my owm, or of my party, 
I have had a share in wTonging or oppressing any description 
of men, or any man in any description. No ! the charges 
against me are all of one kind — that I have pushed the 
principles of general justice and benevolence too far ; further 
than a cautious policy would warrant ; and further than 
the opinions of many would go along with me. — In every 
accident that may happen through life, in pain, in sorrow^ in 
depression, and distress — I will call to mind this accusation, 
and be comforted.” 

The main body of the Dissenters, of the Corporation, and 
much of the weight of property and respectability in the 
city were decide^y in his favour, and strong resolutions 
were passed to that effect. The million were of another 
opinion and against numbers on such an occasion it was 
useless to contend. “ Were I fund of a contest,” said he, 
“ I have the means of a sharp one in my hands. But I 
have never been remarkable for a bold, active, and sanguine 

Taxation) ; but thoug^h it is somewhat cruel to tell you so, it is far inferior 
to some of his later compositions, particularly to a speech made in Bristol 
at the last election in juhtificatioii of his own conduct, which is perhaps the 
iinest piece of oratory in our lun|rua{re.” — L\j'e of liomillyt vol. i p. 213. 
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pursuit of advantages that are personal to myself.” The 
resolution to decline being immediately taken and as readily 
declared in another speech, brief but expressive, he thanked 
the electors for the favours they had already conferred, and 
honestly confessed his regret that they were not to be con- 
tinued. Adding, that in sorrow not in anger, he took his leave, 
in person as he deemed most proper, rather than by letter as 
was most customary ; for as in the face of day he had ac- 
cepted their trust, so in the face of day he accepted their 
dismission, conscious that he had nothing to be ashamed of. 
The appeal was very powerful, and the scene Jilmost affecting, 
increased by the feelings of many of the auditory on the 
sudden death of one of the candidates. “ Showing us,” said 
Burke at the moment no less beautifully than, pathetically, 
“ what shadows we are, and wdiat shadows we jiursuc !” Bow- 
ing to the sherilfs, to the other candidates present, and to tin* 
assembled multitude, he quitted the hustings ; and Bristol 
thus suffered itself to become a subject of reproach for ever. 

If popular el(‘ctioiis were always the exercise of sound dis- 
cretion, the rejection of so great a man would be strange. But 
being as they art‘ too often the result of tumultuous feeling 
and prejudi(;(% tlie wonder ceases. Of all distinctions it has 
long been observed, that that wliich is raised on po])ular ad- 
miration is the most slippery and the most treacherous, con- 
tinually falling away from under the wisest and soundest 
statesman, without s(*rious demerit on his part. Sucli a 
position may be termed the tight rope of politics, ‘‘ a 
tremulous and dancing balance,” as Burke phrases it, on 
which none but the most dexterous jiolitical posture-master 
can hope to maintain liimself long. Experience has ])roved 
that none can depend upon his footing tlu‘re a moment : for 
that line of conduct which the more enlightened know to 
be right, and he himself feels to be conscientious, is as often 
as not that for which he may be cried np by the multitude 
to-day, and pulled down to-morrow. 

So was it wdth this distinguished statesman. He had 
merely exerted towards Ireland the same liberality of prin- 
ciple he had shewn to Aim'rica, and precisely on the same 
ground. While the one constituted his greatcist merit in the 
eyes of Bristol, the other from illibtTal motives in the people 
of that place, became his most serious offeiufe. The injury 
to his own interests on account of thus legislating in 
favour of the general interests of the kingdom on the one 
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band, and of oppressed individuals (small debtors and Ho- 
man Catholics) on the other, was considerable. The repre- 
sentation of Bristol from its wealth, commerce, and popu- 
lation, was certainly an important object to Mr. Burke. 
Mr. Bui*ke was in every respect a high honour to Bristol. A 
great man and a great city are made for each other, and none 
but the most obvious and weighty reasons should be per- 
mitted to separate them. 

It w as about this time, perhaps, that hurt by the reception 
he had so undeservedly exp(‘rieneed, he is said to have given 
vent to momentary irritation against the mercantile cha- 
racter: — “ Do not talk to me of a merchant ; — a merchant is 
the same in every part of the w’orld — his gold his god, his 
invoice his country, his ledger his bibl(‘, his desk his altar, 
the Exchange his Church, and he has faith in none but his 
banker.” This conversational sally if ever made, was by no 
means his serious opinion. Commerce had been from the 
first as wc have seen, his favourite study as a statesman ; 
and in one of his early tracts there is a ivrnarkable j)as.sage 
W’hich the experience of our ow'u day has amply verified. 
‘‘ Agriculture will not attain any perfection until com- 
mercial principles be applied to it ; or in other w’ords, until 
country gcmtlemen are convinced that th(‘ expenditure of 
a sinali portion of capital upon land, is the true secret of 
securing a larger capital by ensuring increased returns.” In 
adverting to the arguments of some of his owm party three 
years afterwards on the India Bill, who urged that merchants 
w^ere from their habits, iiica])able of governing a country 
such as India, he dissented from such an opinion ; liberally 
adding — “1 have known merchants with sentiments and the 
abilities of great statesmen ; and I havi‘ sec*n persons in tin* 
rank of statesmen, w ith the conct‘ptions and characters of 
pedlars.” 

His correspondence during the year with various Bristol 
friends in anticipation of the actual result, was active. To 
Mr. Harford, w’ho in conjunction vs ith Mr. t’hainpion had 
first proposed him, he had in tlu‘ Spring ofi’ered at once to 
resign the seat if desired, or to any one else of more interest 
in the tow n and of as sound opinions. All his letters on this, 
to him, almost vital point, exhibit the thorough spirit of dis- 
regard of self. Charles Eox WTiiing to him after it w’asovor 
and while busily engaged in his own contest for Westminster 
says, “Indeed, my dear Burke, it requires all your candour 
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and reverse of selfishness (for I know no word to express it) 
to be in patience with that rascally city.” Even opponents 
were struck by his moderation and utter absence of resent- 
ment or irritation both bedbre and after the event ; and to- 
ward tlie end of October the Corporation voted its thanks 
for his distinguished services. 

On more public business his chief communications were 
with Sir. W, W. Wynne, Lord Lough])()rough, Lord North, 
Viscount Courtenay ; and with Lords Hillsborough and 
Stormont on Indian affairs, which began some time before to 
take stronghold uj)on his mind from what he dt‘emed o])pres- 
sion tow^ards tlie Native authorities. The question of Par- 
liamentary reform likt‘wise hampered him while without a 
seat, so as to make him doubt whet h(‘r it was quite prudent 
to aece]>t()iie. He could not coincid(‘ with eitlfer that of the 
Duke of Kichmoiidor of Sir George Havile. both imai of high 
])rii]ciples, talents, and cliaracter and of his own party, bur 
on this point he thought mistaken, “ Shall I ])ut myself into 
the graceful postim*,” he asks, of opposing l)otli ?” 

Malton, for which he wasfornu‘rly chosen, again ree(‘l\(‘d, 
and for the remainder of his political life retaimal him as 
her re])rcseutative. ‘‘The humble Ixu'ough,” remarks :t 
judicious historian (Adolphu>), “ gaiiu'd by such a iiKunbei* 
ail honour which the grealesl couumavial city might n'a‘<oii- 
ably envy.” 

It is thus that sucli ]daces not wholly under the inflmaice 
of a popular sjiirit, lualo' uj) iu ]>ractical utility what they 
want in tluairetieal jH'rleetion ; and oiu* jiortion of the king- 
dom even by presumed fault. s, is enabled to repair the ])reju- 
dice or injustiee of an(»tli(*r. Without this ri'souree lie 
might not at least tor a tinu', liavi' rc'-entiM’ed Parlia- 
ment. He might have been disgusted reasuiiably enough, 
with the po])ular eausi^. A semse of woumh^d pride might 
have carrii^d him into ndirement, to bei'ome merely a spi'c- 
tator of seencs in which nature and praetlci* had so eminently 
fitted him to act. llis services which in number and iu 
value are perhaps uncqualh*d in the roll of English statesnum, 
w^ould have been lost to his country. IMuch also would have 
been lost, and that is no trivial loss, in national fame. Great 
men are a species of valuable public propiTfy, ahvays the 
pride, often the chiiT stay and support of their couiilrv, 
the stars which enlighten and beautify her intellectual fir- 
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mament, and "by the numbers and radiance of whom her glory 
is raised and extended in the esteem of other nations. How 
many illustrious names might have been lost to the roll of 
English history, had it not been for the anomaly of close 
boroughs ! 

When lie arrived at Bristol previous to the election, one 
of his correspondents, Mr. Noble, whom he particularly 
esteemed, told an anecdote of the habitual disdain with which 
Mr. Burke treated what he called “loose libels,” and that 
strain of vulgar abuse so long directed against him even 
when its contradiction promised to be useful to his interests. 
The rumours of his being a Homan Catholic, of being edu- 
cated at St. Ollier’s, and others of the same stamp, had it 
seems reached Bristol, and being believed by many of the 
electors in the humbler sphere of life, Mr. Noble* begged his 
sanction to write to Mr. Shackleton to receive from him, as 
his preceptor, a formal contradiction of them. The reply to 
this was a negative. “ To people who can believe such 
stories,” said lie, “ it will be in vain to otter explanations.” 
His friend repeated the recommendation more pressingly. 
“ If I cannot /ive down these contemptible calumnies, my 
dear friend, I shall never deign to contradict them in any 
other manner,” w’as again the answ'cr. 

Some few years after, on a question wliich arose on the im- 
peachment of IVfr. Hastings, a passage to the same cfiect is 
contained in a letter written by liim to a Member of the 
House of Commons: — “ It would be a feeble sensibility on 
wy parti which at this time of day would make me impatient 
of those libels, which by despising through so many years, I 
have at length obtained the honour of being joined in com- 


* The testimony of this g'entleman, now no more, is too flatterinj^ to the 
writer of this work as far as reg’ords hie sources of information, and too 
expressive of his own veneration for the memory of his illustrious friend, 
to be suppressed here. It was written after perusing- the hrst edition. 

“ I have read your ‘ Life of Burke’ with very great sutisfuctioa and 
thorough conviction of its correctness: for the trifling circumstances 
therein related, which occurred at my house so many years since, are accu- 
rate even to the very words ; and the relation of them in yoi r Memoir 
flatter A me much, from the consideration, that in after ages my children’s 
children will feel proud that their forefather was honoured with the friend- 
ship of that great and good man. — Believe me, dear sir, your most humble 
servant, 


“John Noble.' 
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mission with this Committee, and become an humble in- 
strument in the hands of public justice.” “Loose libels,” 
he again remarked on a subsequent occasion, “ ought to be 
passed by in silence. By me they have been so always. 1 
knew that as long as I remained in public, T should live 
down the calumnies of malice, and the judgments of ig- 
norance. If I happened to be now and then in the 
wrong, as who is not ? like all other men I must bear the 
consequence of my faults and my mistakes.” 

Another anecdote of him while at Bristol is related by 
the same gentleman, regarding what his friend Fox probably 
thought one of his deficiencies. Passing an evening at Mr. 
Noble’s lioiise, his hostess in jest aked him to take a hand at 
cards, wdien he pleaded ignorance. “ Come then, Mr. Burke,” 
said she, playfully, “ and 1 will teach you,” and he accept- 
ing the challenge in the same good humour, with a witty 
remark on the power of female temptation, they sat down 
to the children’s game of beggar my neighbour. This turning 
out in his favour, he was so amused with the idea of con- 
quering his instructress, as to rally her, with much effect, 
during the remainder of the evening. 

An instance of his earnest desire to serve unfriended merit, 
gave, rise to an unusual sc(‘ne, in which the characteristic 
aftability of the Prince of Wales was displayed in a marked 
manner. During Mr. Burke’s stay at Mr. Noble’s he 
bccamfj so much ])leased by th(' eonversation and manners of 
a friend of the latter then resident in the house, a clergyman 
of high character but possessed of only a small curacy, as to 
express .in inclination, should it ever ho in his power, 
to forward his interests. Some years afterward, the living 
which he served, being in the gift of his Boyal Highness 
and becoming vacant, the clergyman applied to Mr. Noble 
to remind Mr. Burk(' of liis promise. The latter replied, 
that being very little known to the illustrious personage 
in question, he could not expect much attention to be 
paid to his application; “but any rate,” said he to Mr. 
Noble, “ let your friend write himself, and I will present 
the letter.” Mr. Burke accordingly had an audience 
at Carlton House, was received in a gracious manner, and 
having presented his petition, it was acceded to in the hand- 
somest manner. In the fulness of his heart, the orator from 
the business of returning thanks, \vas betrayed into an 
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animated discourse on the claims upon, situation and duties 
of princes, till atlengthrecollcctinghiiiisc^lf lie abruptly ceased, 
with an apology for the liberty he had quite unintentionally 
taken. “ No apology is necessary, my dear IVlr. Burke,” said 
his Royal Highness, graciously laying his hand upon his 
shoulder in the most condescending manner; “from your les- 
sons we must all derive wisdom; ami it is to be regretted that 
so few imitate your candour.” “I cannot, howc'ver,” said Mr. 
Burke, on repeating the circumstance to his fi-iends, “ for- 
give myself for the indecorum of which I think 1 was guilty ; 
but the suavity of the gentleman made me foi’get my situa- 
tion ; — in addressing my Prince, I tliought 1 was speaking 
to my son.” 

In the discussions at the India House ho sometimes took 
part, and in those of November this yt‘ar res])ecting the 
appointment of a m‘w governor to Madras, bore testimony 
to the talents and cliaracter of Jiis old acquaintance Jxn-d 
Macartney, who provt‘d ultimately the successful candidate. 
On the 24th of this month, his son Hichard, who had taitered 
liimself of the Middle Temple, in November 177o, was called 
to the bar, and took chambers intending to pnictise, \Aluch 
he continued for some years. Here more than one acquaint- 
ance of the writer of these pages had ociusion to call upon 
him some time afterwards, lit* was a ^oung man of talents 
much above mediocrity, the jiride and d(‘light of his father, 
whom he occasionally assisttal in res(*jin*hes conn(‘cted with 
parliamentary duty, and is said to iiave writttai “ The 
Yorkshire Question ;” a reply to ^lajor (’artwright’s jdan of 
reform ; besides several letters and traias in reference to the 
politics of the tiimu 

In the session of 1780-81, Mr. Burke took a hauling part 
on the message announcing the ruptun' wiih Holland ; Mr. 
Fox’s motion respecting ISir Hugh Pailiscr’s a})])ointim'nt to 
(ireenwich Hospital; a jwoposal by Lord North to mak(^ 
ilie India Company pay a large sum for tiu^ renewal of their 
privileges; on the Budget; on the causes of the War in the 
Carnatic; on a Commission for examining tlu; Public Ac- 
counts; on the Ordnance Estimates; on Mr. I larthy’s bill 
to restore peace with America; a motion by Mr. Fox for an 
inquiry into the conduct of the war ; anotluT by Mr. Minchin 
on the supposed negl(‘ct of 3000 British s(iameu in Sjjauish 
prisons. These were followed by one from himself, on the 
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treatment of the people of St. Eustatius by Sir George 
Eodney and General Vaughan, supported by all the oppo- 
sition. On the latter subjects, the humanity of his dispo- 
sition was comjdimented as being only equalled by the 
brilliancy of his gc*nius. 

In February, the Economical Reform bill, or at least that 
branch relating to the civil list, was again introduced in 
accordance with the solicitations of a variety of j)olitical 
associations, wliose thanks and compliments formed some 
counterpoise to the ill-humour he had expc*rienced at Bristol. 
Four able speeches were expended upon it in vain. IMuch 
of his illustration and of his reasoning on the point were 
new. His rejdy is said to have surpassed everything that 
could be eonc(Mved on a sulqect seemingly so exhausUal ; the 
encomiums on his labour, elo(|uence, and wit, even from the 
ministerial side, were unprecedtmted ; and a common remark 
in the House was, “ Hint he was tlu* only man in the country 
whose j)owers were equal to tlu* iorming and accomplishing 
so systematic and abb* a plan.” Juord ]S^orth, who was not the 
last to a])])laud, dtdayed for some days to give it a m‘gative, 
though adjured by the m'ovc'r to do soatoiua^ if lu‘ meant it, 
without further anxiety toliim ort(»the House, and be at least 
for one day in his lif(‘, a (hrisive Minister.” In support of 
the measure ]\Ir. Pitt made Ids iirst speech in Parliament. 

It was al)out this period that tlu‘ kiiuhn* f'elings of Mr. 
Burke were apj)eal(‘d to by a young and friendless literary 
adventurer, aftt'rwards th(‘ Rev. George Grabbe, who buoyed 
up with the j)raise his verses had received in tlie country, 
and the hope of bettering his fortunes by tluan in London, 
had adventured on the journey thither with scarcely a 
friend or ev(*n acquaintance who ct)uld be useful to him., and 
with no more than three pounds in his pocket. This trifle 
being soon expended, the deej)est distress awaited him. Of 
all hopes from literature he was spet'dily disabused. There 
was no imposing name to recommend his little volumt‘, and 
an attempt to bring it out himself only involved him more 
deeply ill dilficulties. The printta* it appeared had deci‘i\ed 
him, and the press was at a stand Irom the want of that 
potent stimulus to action which puts so much of the world 
in motion. Hearing however or knowing something of an 
opulent Peer, then in London, who had a summer residence 
in his native county, he jiroposed to dedicate to him his 



202 


LIFE OF BUHKE. 


1781. 


little volume, and the offer was accepted ; but on requesting 
a very small sum of money to enable him to usher it into 
the world, received no answer to his application. His 
situation became now most painful. He was not merely 
in want, but in debt ; he had applied to his friends in the 
country, but they could render him no assistance. His 
poverty had become obvious he said, to the persons with 
whom he resided, and no further indulgence could be 
expected from them. He had given a bill for part of the 
debt, which if not paid within the following week he was 
threatened with a prison ; he had not a friend in the world 
to whom he could apply; despair he added, awaited him 
whichever way he turned.* 

In this extremity of destitution, Providence directed him 
to venture on an application to Mr. Bmke. He had not the 
slightest knowledge of that gentleman other than common 
fame bestowed ; no introduction but his own letter stating 
these circumstances — no recommendation but his distress. 
But in the words he used in the letter, “ hearing that he was 
a good man^ and presuming to think him a great one,' he 
applied in this emergency, and as it proved, with a degree of 
success far beyond any possible expectation he could form. 
Mr. Burke, with scanty means himself and unbribed by a 
dedication, did that which the opulent Peer declined to do 
with it. But this was not all ; for he gave the young poet 
his friendship, criticism, and advice, sent soiiui part of his 
family round to their friends to collect subscriptions for the 
work, introduced him to some of the first men in the country, 
and very speedily by recommendalions and influence became 
the means of pushing him on to fortune. 

As a critic also, Mr. Burke was frequently called upon by 
authors for his opinion and correction, whenever they could 
procure an introduction to acquaintance ; many indeed with- 
out this customary preliminary. Nearly about the same lime 
another candidate for poetic fame, the Bt‘v. Mr. Logan, a 
Scotch clergyman, sent him a pleasing volume of poems, 
which was answered by a complimentary note and an invita- 
tion to breakfast in Charles-street. An anecdote of his 
humanity, occurring not long afterward, was related by an 

• This letter came under my eye in the second edition of this work, 
with many more papers and letters, throug'h my late friend Mr. Iliiviland 
Burke, but Crabbe being* then alive, bis name was suppressed. 
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Irish gentleman of rank wlio professed to know the circum- 
stances. He adduced it by way of contrast to the eccentric 
kindness of a well-known Irish philanthropist of our own 
day to one of the same class of unhappy persons. 

W alking home late one evening from the House of Com- 
mous, Mr. J3urke was accosted by one of those unfortunate 
women who linger out a miserable existence in the streets, 
with solicitations of a description wliich were not likely to 
have efiect. Perceiving this, she clianged her style of sup- 
plication and begged pecuniary assistance in a very pathetic 
and apparently sincere tone. In reply to his inquiries, she 
stated she had b(*en lady’s maid in a respectable family, 
but being si‘dueed by her masttT’s son, had at length 
been driven through gradations of misery to her present 
forlorn state ; she confessed to be wretched beyond descrip- 
tion, looking forward to death as her only relief. The 
conclusion of the tale brought Mr. Burke to his own door 
in Gerard-str(‘('t. Turning round with much solemnity of 
manner he addressed her, Young woman, you have told 
a pathetic story-*^ whether true or not is best known to 
yourself; but tell me, have you a serious and settled wish to 
quit your presi*nt way of life should you have the oppor- 
tunity of so doing ?” “ lndi‘ed. Sir, 1 would do any thing 

to quit it.” — “ Then come in,” was the n*ply ; “ Here, 
Mrs. AVebster,” said he to the housekeeper who lived in the 
family for above thirty years, “ here is a new recruit for the 
kitchen; take care of her for the night, and let her have 
everything suitable to lu*r condition till we can inform Mrs. 
Burke of the matter.” She remained a short time under 
the eye of the family, was then provided with a place, and 
turned out afterwards a well-behaved woman. 

His playfulness of manner was no less conspicuous than 
considerate humanity, as the following incident —from grave 
to gay — which occurred about this time will testify : — 

Tw^o strolling players and their wives who paid frequent 
visits to the neighbourhood of Penn and Beaconsfield, chiefly 
on account of the liberal patronage of Mr. Burke, had 
acquired some celebrity from performing, by means of rapid 
changes in dress and considerable powers of mimickry, aU 
the characters in the ])ieces which they represented. On 
one of these occasions a fox-hunter was to he exhibited, to 
whom a pair of leathern small-clothes w^as deemed an indis- 
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pensable article of dress, but unfortunately there was no 
such article in their wardrobe. In this dilemma, Mr. Burke, 
'who was then at Gteneral liaviland’s at Penn, and whose 
invention and assistance commonly contrived to overcome 
their difficulties, was applied to. Por a moment he was at 
fault, but soon recollected that the identical f^armeiit formed 
part of his host’s military costume. How to procure it 
indeed was the difficulty ; for to ask it the\ knew would have 
appeared in the eyes of the owru'r a species of j^rofanation. 
The old j^eueral was however held fast in becl by the gout, the 
wardrobe stood close to tlie bed, and in this seemingly 
secure station was deposited the leathern indispensables. 
“ Come, Dick,” said Edmund to liis brother lUebard, who 
equally enjoyed a jest of this kind, “ we must oiit-gmieral 
the general ; you must be the decoy, and I shall be the tliief ; 
attack the old soldier on his tiivorite military topic, lead him 
to the heights of Abraham where his prowess was displayed 
with AVolft', fight tlie battle and slay the slain ojiee more ; 
and in the mean time if my fingers be nimblt‘ and my luck 
good, I shall be enabled to mareh off with the breeches.” 
This jocular scheme was successfully accomplished, and 
subsequently atforded a frequent topic for nu‘rrim(‘nt to tiic 
visitors at Penn. 

On another occasion a strolling })arty at Beaeonsfield liad 
called at Butler’s-court, to know wliat play tlu'ir patron 
w'ould be pleased to order. Oiu‘ was mentioned, when Mr. 
Burke inquiring of tlie manager whether from tlu* strength 
of Ids company reasonable justice could be doiu^ to the 
characters, some difficulty was started about one of them, 
au official personage, called in the ])lay the lt<‘Corder. Just 
at that moment Kichard Ihirke, then liiHiorder of Bristol, 
opened the door of the room, but observiiig a strangiT in 
seeming conference with bis brother, made the attempt to 
withdraw, when Edmund instantly and happily observed — 
“ Ii(?re,” said be to the Thespian hero, “ is a gentleman who 
will suit you exactly: — Come liithcr Dick, we want you ; or 
in other words Mr. Manager, to sp(‘ak with due theatrical 
correctness — ‘ Enter Mr. llt*cordiT.’ ” 

To these amusements he frequently treated all his servants 
for the benefit of the players, when th(‘ir success in finding 
auditors luid been indifferent ; and by way of enhancing 
the treat in their estimation, often sent them in his own 
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carriage. On one of these occasions, the house being 
literally emptied of all the establishment two noblemen 
unexpectedly arrived from London, for whom Mrs. Burke 
had not only to make tea, but to become cook and foot- 
man by boiling the water herself, and by carrying the tea 
equipage to tlie drawing-room, — offices in which her noble 
guests discovering the dilemma good-humouredly volunteered 
to assist ; until at l(*ngth one of the under gardeners appear- 
ing, relie v(id the liostess from her embarrassment. 

In June an instance of disinterested kindness should 
be told to liis honour. Two (jcntoos of high caste, sent to 
England from liagonauk How in a diplomatic capacity 
'without pn’vious precautions for their j^roper rect'ption, W'ere 
found by liirn in London in circumstances of^great personal 
discomfort from their peculiar religious obligations. He took 
tlnan down to Ih'accmsfitdd, provided a temporary dwelling 
in his grounds as they wished, where their customs could best 
be carried out, carried them to London frequently to see the 
chief objects of curiosity, the House of Commons, and the 
King’s Lev('e, and saw tlunn safely on board on their return 
home in the autumn. His hospitable attentions were duly 
reported by llummond Jlow ami Mamcar Parsi to their chief, 
who forwarded a hdtiT of thanks for this high-minded and 
considiTate conduct sliewn to his agents. 

A motion by INfr. Ft)X in June, of this year, to repeal the 
Marriage Act, (‘xcitcil particular notice, on account of 
bringing forward i\lr. Burke as its chief o})pc)neiit, the two 
friends siqiporting their resju'ctive views with extraordinary 
ability. Those ol‘ the former were considered too general 
and philosophical for a practical statesman wlio know so 
much of the world. While the latter seemed to keep his 
eye inm'o on 1‘acts, on the truth of his general principles, 
and their application to the condition of society in this 
country. It was rejected as anticipated, and without a divi- 
sion. Mr. Fox it is said took up the matter from a family 
feeling of res(Mitmenl — tlie aversion shown by the? Duke of 
Hichirioiid’s iamily to his motlu'r’s marriage with his fatlicr. 

It is amusing soimdimes to look back and trace the con- 
tradictory opinions cniertaiiicd of statesmen, — the most 
vilified of all men — at different periods of their career 
militant, and the little (Tedil given them for honest opinions 
and conducts, when unwilling to go all h'ngths with the 
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zealots of all parties. At this time the Tories considered 
Mr. Burke one of their most formidable adversaries, while 
some of the more violent Whigs thought him little better 
than a Tory, verifying the line of Pope — 

“ While Tories call me W’^hig^, and Whigs a Tory.'’ 

The formerly occasionally hinted that he treated rank, 
wealth, and connexion, with too little ceremony. The other 
that he was too aristocratical in his notions for a bold and 
decided Wliig. “ I admired, as every body did, the talents, 
but not the principles of Mr. Burke,” says Bishop Watson, 
writing of this particular period ; and his reasons for 
questioning the latter are rather remarkable as coming from 
a bishop — His opposition to the clerical petition first 
excited my suspicion of his being a high Churchman in reli- 
gion ; and a Tory, perhaps an aristocratic Tory, in tlie state.” 

So thought likewise one of the party who although of one 
of the highest families was rarely just to his views (Lord 
John Towushend) ; “ Burke was certainly no inodtTate man ; 
and when his party did not interfere, generally leaned 
towards the most arbitrary side as had appc*art‘(l in the late de- 
bates oil the Church, in which he had declared lor the Clergy.” 
This opinion as to an arbitrary feeling could not possibly be 
true — for his fame and jiositiou arose from having opposed the 
arbitrary spirit shewn towards America. Neither peer nor 
bishop understood him whom they criticised ; whose marked 
feature through life when fairly examined was to preserve to 
every man those rights which law or custom had given him. 
Alluding to these accusations in the spec'ch on the Marriage 
Act just mentioned, he gives the substance* of those doctrines 
w'hich having more fully illustrated ten years afterwards, he 
was then charged with having broached for tho first time ; — 
doctrines which teach no more than the strict preservation 
of all the rights of all the orders, high and low, in the state ; 
and which, whether known to us as Whiggism or Toryism, 
contain the main principles of sound patriotism. 

To a new and brilliant recruit to the banners of Opposition, 
with whom as member of the Literary Club an acquaintance 
had been for some time formed, he is said to have given 
some friendly though disregarded ad\dce on his first efforts in 
Parliament, which were made in the course of this session. 

This was the witty and ingenious BichardBriusley Sheridan, 
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who, possessed of talents the most useful and even splendid, 
only wanted industry and moral conduct to become equal to 
some of the great names of the age. Even as it was, indolent 
and dissipated, neglecting study and averse to business, his 
uncommon natural powers always placed him in the first rank. 
A good poet, he would not cultivate poetry ; the first comic 
dramatist of the age and one of the best in our language he 
deserted the drama ; a shrewd politician, he wanted that 
knowledge and solidity of thought and principle, which after 
all, form the surest passjwrts of public men to public favour; 
a powerful orator, he wanted the industry which could alone 
render bis powers eflective and convincing in the assembly 
which he had to address. He was ready, shrewd, and 
remarkably cool in debate ; but like some^ advocates at 
the bar w’hose example few prudent men w'ould desire to 
imitate, he seemed often to nick up his case from the state- 
ments of the opposite side. Power, fortune, and distinction, 
all the inducements w'hi(!h usually work on the minds of men, 
threw' out their lures in vain to detach him from irregularity 
and dissipation, to w liicli alone he was a constant votary. 

With all these deductions, his exertions in Parliament were 
frequent and vigorous ; often vitv pow'erful. His w'it and 
ingenuity never faik*d to amuse and interest if they did not 
persuade. With greater pre])aration for parliamentary dis- 
cussion, few could have produced a stronger impression. His 
speech on tlie Eeguin charge of more than live hours’ continu- 
ance and considered one of the fin<‘st orations ever delivered 
in Parliament, drew from ]\1r. Burke, Mr. Fox, and ]\lr. Pitt, 
compliments of a liigli and unusual order ; and from the 
House generally, and the galleries — members, peers, strangers 
of all sorts by common consent — ^vehement sliouts of applause 
and the unusual tribute of clapping of liauds. With such 
powers, wdio but must regret their inadequate exercise and 
unhonoured cL'm- h For it is melancholy to remember that 
this admired man, the friend of the great, the pride of wits, 
the admiration of senates, the delight of tlieatres, the perse- 
vering champion of a great political party for so many years, 
should at length be permitted to terminate his career in 
humiliating distress ; — another addition to the list too 
familiar to us, of great talents destitute of the safeguards of 
correct principle and ordinary prudence. 

Inferior to Mr. Burke to w^hom at one lime he professed 
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to look up as a guide, in some natural gifts, in moral strength 
of character, in extent of knowledge, in industry, in mental 
activity, and in what may be termed the very highest order 
of political genius, there were in their history several points 
of resemblance. Natives of the same country, they sprang 
from that rank in life which is compelled to work its 
own way to wealth or eminence. From the study of the law' 
in England, both were weaned by the attractions of general 
literature ; and from that also, by the more animating con- 
tention of political life. It was their fate to struggle the 
greater part of their career in the up-hill path of Opposition 
for the momentary enjoyment of power, no sooner obtained 
than as suddenly snatched from their gras]>. Yet ill success 
did not shake their constancy ; and disinterestedness w'as in 
an eminent degree a merit of both. For amid unparalleled 
shiftings of principle and of party, by men who had not the 
apology of stinted or embarrassed fortunes to j)lcad, they con- 
tinued faithful to their kuiders ; a fidelity not less honourable 
than remarkable, for it was imitated by few'. In addition to 
these coincidences the similarity may be carried a j)oint 
further. Though always foremost in the su{)port of politicad 
associates, they rose superior to party fe(*lings when the pub- 
lic safety seemed endangered — !^lr. llurke on occasion of the 
riots ill 1780 ; Mr. Sheridan during tlie mutiny at tlie Nore. 
The French Kevolution misled the latter, as it did other able 
and ingenious though not profound or reflecting men ; and 
on this account, in the language of the former, they became 
“ separated in politics for ever.” But he had the w^eakness 
long before to be excessively jealous of Burke’s fame and 
weight in the party. 

A resolution of Congress to recall General Burgoyne from 
his parole in England induced Mr. Burke at the solicitation 
of the latter, to address a letter to Dr. Franklin, American 
Ambassador at Paris in August 1781, requesting his in- 
fluence to have the order rescinded. The philosopher was 
more than usually polite in reply. ‘‘Mr. Burke always stood 
high ill my esteem: and his afiectioiiate concern for his 
friend renders him still more amiable expressing for him 
in anolher sentence a degree of regard wdiieli perhaps no 
other English statesman of any party enjoyed, “great and 
invariable respect and affection.” 

In support of the amendment to the address, moved by 
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Mr. Pox November 27th 1781, Mr. Burke uttered a bitter 
philippic against the principle as well as the conduct of the 
war. The figure of shearing the wolf, in al] usion to the right of 
taxing America which the minister still insisted upon, made 
a strong impression on the House. After descanting on our 
repeated losses and defeats he went on to expose the folly of 
claiming rights which could not be enforced — “ But he 
must say a few words on the subject of these rights, which 
had cost us so much, and wliich were likely to cost us our all. 
Good God ! Mr. Speaker, are we yet to be told of the rights 
for which we went to war ? Oh, excellent rights ! Oh,, 
valuable rights ! Valuable you should be, for we have paid 
dear at parting with you. Oh, valuable rights ! that have* 
cost Britain thirteen provinces, four islandg, a hundred 
thousand men, and more than seventy millions of money ! 
Oh wonderful rights! that have lost to Great Britain her 
empire on the ocean, her boasted, grand, and substantial 
superiority which made the world bend before her I # * 
What w’ere these rights? Can any man describe them? 
Can any man give ti\em a body and soul, a tangible sub- 
stance, answerable to all these mighty costs ? We did all 
this because w^e had a right to do it ; that was exactly the 
fact — ‘ And all this w^e dared to do because we dared.* W(' 
had a right to tax America says the noble lord, and as wo 
had a right wo must do it. We must risk every thing, 
forfeit every thing, think of no consecpiences, take no con- 
sideration into view but our right ; consult no ability, nor 
measure our right with our ])ower, but must have our right. 
Oh miserable and infatuated ministers! miserable and 
undone country ! not to know that right siguitit‘s nothing 
without might; that the claim without the power ol* en- 
forcing it was nugatory and idle in the copyhold of rival 
states or of immense bodies of people. Oh, says a silly man 
full of his prerogative of dominion over a few beasts of the 
field, there is excellent wool on the back of a wolf and 
therefore he must be sheared. What! shear a wolf? Yes. 
But will ho comply ? Have you considered the trouble ? 
How will you get this wool ? Oh, I have considered nothing, 
and I will consider nothing but my right ; a wolf is an 
animal that lias wool ; all animals that have wool are to hi* 
shorn, and therefore I will shear the wolf. This was just 

P 
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the kind of reasoning urged by the minister, and this the 
counsel he had given.” 

The omission in Lord Cornwallis’s capitulation of any . 
article to secure the American loyalists serving in the British 
army from the vengeance of " their countrymen, formed 
another topic of his indignant reproach. Next day he re- 
turned to the charge with undiminished spirit ; followed 
shortly by two renewals of the motion respecting St. Eusta- 
tius ; a general feeling existing that the people of that island 
had been unjustifiably treated, which the heavy damages after- 
wards awarded by juries against the commanders, naval and 
military, served to confirm. Shortly afterward he presented 
a petition to the House privately conveyed to him, written 
on the blank Jeaf of an octavo volume with black lead pencil, 
pen and ink being denied, from Mr. Laurens, American 
Envoy to Holland, who being captured on his passage had 
been committed to the Tower a year before. The seeming 
rigour of the case excited all his sensibility, and the cause of 
the prisoner was taken up with such warmth, that he was 
liberated on bail shortly afterward, and soon exchanged for 
General Burgoyne. On this occasion (Dec. 8rd), an unusual 
degree of courtesy was shown by the House. Not being 
ill his place when the private business had concluded, and 
Mr. Fox saying he was sure his honounible friend had not 
departed from his intention, it was agreed to await his arrival 
rather than proceed to other business. 

Several of the politicians of Ireland being in the habit of 
occasionally consulting him on the public intjasures adopted 
there, Lord Kenmare at this moment solicited his opinion 
on a bill then in progress for the alleged relief of theKoman 
Catholics, particularly in matters of education. To this he 
replied in a letter dated 21st of February 1782, published 
soon after without his consent in the Irish metropolis. This 
piece occupying thirty octavo pages w’hich has all his ac- 
customed force and perspicuity, was written amid a multi- 
plicity of business, public and private, allowing him so little 
leisure that it was said to be dictated sometimes while eatmg 
a family dinner, sometimes while dressing, or even when 
engaged in familiar conversation. 

In public he was occupied after the recess, in supporting 
some motions of Mr. Fox against Lord vSandwich and the 
Admiralty Board ; on the employment of General Arnold as 
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“ a rebel to rebels on the Ordnance estimates ; in an able 
reply to the new American Secretary (Mr. Welbore Ellis) ; 
on General Conway’s motion, February 22nd, for terminating 
the war with the colonies which reduced the ministerial 
majority to one; and on Lord John Cavendish’s motion of 
censure on Ministers March 8th. In animadverting on the 
difficulty of proposing new taxes (March 6th) he observed 
with his accustomed felicity of satire, that on looking over 
the blessed fruits of Lord North’s administration, he found 
the country loaded with ten new taxes — beer, wine, soap, 
leather, horses, coaches, post-chaises, post-horses, stamps, and 
servants ; recollecting that he had omitted sugar in this enu- 
meration, he remarked, that since St. Christopher’s was lost, 
and Barbadoes and Jamaica must follow, the ouiission was of 
small importance, as vve should soon have no sugar to tax. 
“ What fresh burdens can the Noble Lord add to this taxed 
and taxing nation ? We are taxed in riding and in w^alkiiig, 
in staying at home and in going abroad, in being masters or 
in being servants, in drinking wine or in drinking beer ; in 
short in every way possible.” “ But viewing the account,” 
he continued, “ in a mercantile form, lu' must confess that 
for a hundred millions of money, we had ])urchased a full 
equivalent of disaster. If we were debtor by less in that 
sum of money, we were also creditor by less in a hundrt'd 
thousand nien, thirtirn continental provinces, besides St. 
Vincent’s, Grenada, Dominica, Tobago, St. Christopher’s, Se- 
negal, Pensacola, and Minorca, w'ortli at a moderate compu- 
tation, four millions and a half annually.” 

AVhen at length this long and arduous legislative warfare 
terminated (19th March, 1782), by the resignation of the 
Ministry amid triumphant shouts of the Opposition, he 
offered an example of moderation by checking the too 
clamorous joy of his friends. He rtuninded them how many 
difficulties they had to encounter ; how necessary it w as to 
guard against their own favoiu’ite desires, opinions, vanity, 
love of power, or emolument ; how much the public expccteil 
from their ability ; and how much they stood pledged to 
achieve ; in which temperate tone he was seconded by General 
Conway, another moderate man. Becollecting the dictation 
which Mr. Fox had now assumed in tlu^ deliberations of the 
party, it is difficult to believe that tliis homily on humility w’as 
not chiefly meant for him, from a misgiving in the mind of his 
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coadjutor, verified hy the result, that his rashness or impa- 
tience of superior lead or influence would ultimately ruin 
the party. 

A letter from Dr, Franklin, on the subject of the exchange 
of Mr. Laurens for General Burgoyne, drew from Mr. Burke 
the following characteristic letter, (February 28th), the 
morning of the first decisive expression of opinion by the 
House of Commons against the continuance of the American 
war : — “ Tour most obliging letter demanded an early 
answer. It has not received the acknowledgment which was 
so justly due to it. But Providence has well supplied my 
deficiencies ; and the delay of the answer has made it much 
more satisfactorv than at the time of the receipt of your 
letter I dared to promise myself it could be. 1 congratu- 
late you as the friend of America, I trust as not the enemy 
to England, I am sure as the friend of mankind, on the 
resolution of the House of Commons, carried by a majority 
of 19, at two o’clock in the moniiug, in a very full House. 
It was the declaration of 234 ; I think it was the opinion of 
the whole. 1 trust it will lead to a speedy peace between 
the two branches of the English nation, perhaj)8 to a general 
peace ; and that our happiness may be an introduction to 
til at of the world at large. I most sincerely congra- 
tulate you on the event. 1 wish I could say that I have 
accomplished my commission. Difiiculties remain. But, as 
Mr. Laurens is released from his confinement, and has 
recovered his health tolerably, he may wait I ho])e, without 
a great deal of inconvenience for the final adjustment of 
this troublesome business. He is an exceedingly agreeable 
and honourable man. 1 am much obliged to you for the 
honour of his acquaintance. He speaks of you as I do ; and 
is perfectly sensible of your warm and friendly interposition 
in his favour.” 

It may be remarked, as another proof of kindness of 
disposition, that he had not as he said, until recently, personal 
acquaintance* with (ieneral Burgoyne. On the second debate 
(December 17th) the General said— “ Gratitude did not 
come up to the true magnitude of the feelings he experienced 
towards him (Mr. Burke), and he reverenced him the more 
because he knew the real source of his attachment to ])roceed 
principally from a generous concern for the unfortunate, and 
a disinterested feeling for the oppressed and persecuted. 
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He considered the friendship of the honourable gentleman as 
the greatest blessing, as well as the greatest h onour, that had 
ever happened to him in life*^ About the same time, General 
Conway on iinotlier subject, gave utterance to a nearly 
similar expression of sentiment by saying, “ that he had an 
esteem for the honourable gentleman (Mr. Burke) perhaps 
superior to any he felt for any other man whatever.” 

These testimonies to his sterling qualities of character are 
strong, yet fall short of others found in his correspondence 
from almost every quarter. His gratuitous labours in eflecting 
the exchange of Laurens and Burgoyne, cost him nearly a 
dozen long letiiTs, a motion in Pai-liament, and considerable 
exertion otherwise ; yet neither were las personal friends, 
and one as we know was wholly iinknown. Prom Crabbe, 
struggling on to the clerical profession by means of his influ- 
ence and aid, two grat(*ful letters were reci‘ived ; a long one 
from 8ir Joshiia Iteynolds then travelling in Holland, on 
Dutch pictures ; while Bristol, India transactions, Homan 
Catholics, and some more private aflliirs, gave unceasing em- 
ployment to his pen to discuss, and his wisdom to advise. 


CHAl’TEli AM II. 


Appointed PnymuHter General — lleiisona for not beiii^ in the Cabinet — 
Letters to Lord Churlcuiont — L»»r<l Shelburne — Coalition — Reports of 
the Select Cojninittee on lierii^al — ('.onniiunieation on the Arts to Harry 
— India Hill — Mr. Pitt — Mr. Burke eleeted Lord Keetor of the Univer- 
sity of Glasfrow — Scotsmen — Character (»f liis Kpitaph on Sir G. 
Suville — Reception in the New Parhameiit — General ilaviland and 
family — .leu d'Esprit of Dean Marlay — Letter lo Miss Sluickleton — 
AnetjUotes. 

Thus had terminated the most severe, and on one side, 
ably fought political contest in our histor\ , and with it vir- 
tually the war in which it origiiiati‘d. But the conclusion did 
not ..cave Mr. Burke, as it found him, virtually if not nomi- 
nally, leader of the party . 

Mr. Fox, his political pupil and friend, who had been for 
some time treading closely on his heels in Parliament, and 
who had now advanced to an equality in the conduct of 
business there, added to great popularity out of doors, flnallv 
took the lead. For this there were some obvious reasons. 
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Inferior to his tutor as a great and commanding orator, 
and what ought to be of more consequence to the country — 
as a sound and effective statesman, he frequently excelled 
him and others in vigour of debate. He possessed peculiar 
tact beyond all his contemporaries and all his predecessors 
without exception, chiefly from manners, for being at the head 
of a political party. He enjoyed all the weight which birth 
and connexion, and these were then essential objects among 
the Whigs of England, eoidd give. His acquaintance with 
the great was necessarily extensive, and his friendships nearly 
as general ; with the young by community of pursuits and 
]deasure ; with the old and staid by community of talent. 
His fortune originally considerable had been squandered ; 
his temper was easy ; his thirst for popularity excessive as 
he admitted in a letter to Burke— “ amidst all the acclama- 
tions which are at this moment dinning in my ears, and for 
which you know 1 have as much taste as any man;” his 
manners were adapted to gain it, and his sacrifices to ensure 
it. His very' faults and weaknesses were witli his acquaintance 
more matter of jest or of apology than of censure. Some 
of his doctrines were more to the taste of the people who 
placed confidence in his sincerity ; and with scarcely a shil- 
ling he could call his own, they were pleased to think him in 
spirit independent. 

In most of these points he had the advantage over his 
coadjutor who had suffered some loss of weight by his rejec- 
tion at Bristol ; by his disregard of the popular voice when 
he thought it ill directed; by a more uncompromising temper; 
by being supposed a dependant of Lord Kockingham ; and 
among a certain class by being a native of Ireland. There 
was unquestionably a jealousy through life of the merits and 
influence of Burke even among many who advocated the 
same cause, w'hich nothing but very uncommon powers and 
extraordinary labours enabled him to surmount, and of which 
he frequently complained. Under all these disadvantages he 
had kept the effective lead in the Commons for ten years ; and 
had Lord North quitted office three years sooner would have 
filled a higher political station ; the common opinion early ex- 
pressed at the table of Lord Kockingham being, “ that he was 
the only man w'ho could save the empire from dismemberment.** 
Even just before that Minister’s resignation, he himself 
remarks he had obtained a considerable share of public con- 
fidence notwithstanding the jealousy and obloquy w hich had 
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assailed him during much of his career. “ I do not sajr I 
saved my country — I am sure I did my country much service. 
There were few indeed that did not at that time acknowledge 
it.’* That Mr. Fox should now prevail with Westminster 
at his back, with unbounded popularity in the nation, and 
with the advantage of that aristocratic feeling in his favour 
common in this country, forms no cause for surprise. Mr. 
Burke, who considered humility in the estimate of ourselves 
a species of moral duty, submitted to the sense or the neces- 
sities of his party without a munnur. A vain man would 
have resented this ; a W' cak one complained of it ; an ambitious 
or selfish one probably taken advantage of it on the first 
opportunity to quit the connexion for ever, and throw the 
weight of his name and talents into the opposite scale. 
No feeling of discontent is known to have escaped from him. 

In the division of the spcfil of office, his share was a seat 
in the Privy Council and the Paymaster- Generalship of the 
Forces; then the most lucrative office in the State and 
remarkable for having beem held by Lords Chatham, Holland, 
North, and Charles Townshend, jirevious to their becoming 
first Ministers. Considerable surprise was expressed at his 
not being included in the Cabinet. One reason assigned for 
this was his desire to purge the office in question, not usually a 
Cabinet office, of its acknowledged impurities, though the real 
one perhaps w'as the necessities of his ])arty which required 
Cabinet offices for men of greater family and Parliamentary 
interest though of far inferior talents ; and also possibly for 
thegratificationof Lord Shelburne and his friends who enjoyed 
a much larger share of the royal favour. It is also true that 
he drove no bargain on the subject for himself, expressing 
to his friends his willingness to serve his country not where 
ambition might dictate, but where the general interests of 
government required. His moderation w ill be still more 
esteemed when it is known that the chief arrangements 
for the new Administration were committed to his direction 
by the Marquis of Rockingham. To this he alluded three 
months alterwards on the discussions produced by the ele- 
vation of the Earl of Shelburne to the head of the Treasury. 

After all, it may be doubted wdiether this moderation, 
forbearance, disinterestedness, or by whatever other name 
it may be designated, was not misplaced. Those who affect 
humility in political consequence wull commonly be taken at 
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their word by their associates ; and an attentive examiner 
will find that Mr. Burke made this mistake throughout his 
public life. The pride of the Whig aristocracy indeed had 
scarcely begun as it has been well said, to thaw during the 
most active part of his career ; and he was therefore perhaps 
constrained to give way to the more potent influence of birth 
and family influence. But Whiggism was, and no doubt 
deserved to be, in jured by sucli exclusive arrangements. On 
the present occasion, lie ought beyond doubt, to have been 
in the Cabinet, and had lie insisted upon it a seat could not 
well and would not have been refused. Tlie omission certainly 
hurt his political reputation among many wlio eould not know 
or appreciate the generosity of the saeriliee he made; and 
even at the present day it is urgt‘d as a rt*proach, that though 
infinitely superior in talents t<» any inembiT of the Cabinet 
excepting Mr. Pox, ije was f(.rct‘d to aect‘pt of an interior office; 
in administration. II is exclusion from the Cabinet remains 
a permanent stigma on the Whig party. 

Party however unlike literature, is seldom a Kt^public. It 
is Monarchy in miniature, where each must keep an appointed 
station fur the benefit of all ; and wht're other circumstances 
such as rank, property, or weight in the country, inde- 
pendent of talents, must combine to constitute a leader 
suitable to the views of the dis])ensers of office. But were a 
man in this country, of great capacity and attainuKuits 
though of little iufluenco or fortune, such for instance as 
Mr. Burke, deliberately to choose Ids side in polities as he 
would a profession — that is for the advantages it is likely to 
bring — he would probably not be a Whig. Tiiat numerous 
and powerful body is, or was, believed t(j be too temaeious of 
official consequence to jiart with it to talents alom; — and too 
prone to consider great family connexion, rather than 
abilities of humbler birth, as of right entitl(*d to the first 
offices of the state. They are, or were, willing to grant 
emolument but not power to any other tlian lawyers, who 
do not materially interfere with their views on the chief 
departments of government. This opinion notwithstanding 
the rather ostentatious profe.ssioii of popular })rinci[)le8, is 
believed to have made them sometimes uijpopular in the 
great market of public talent, and to have driven many use- 
ful allies into the ranks of the Tories. 

His Majesty wdth no attempt at concealment received his 
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new servants unwillingly, nor is it great matter for surprise. 
It is hard for any man and most of all perhaps for a king, to 
receive into his confidence and councils those who for nearly 
twenty years together have thwarted his most favourite 
prejudices or notions. So strong was his aversion to the 
Eockinghams, that Lord Shelburne, leader of another branch 
of Opposiliion, was oflered the Treasury in preference to the 
Marquis, but feeling the want of sulficient w'eight and con- 
nexion in Parliament, he prudently declined the honour. The 
King how’ever made him thechaniud of communication with 
Lord Rockingham, w’ho in eoiiseqiieneo insisted before he 
accepted of ofiice, upon certain stij)ulations, which were — to 
concede independence to America, to introduce a system of 
economy into all the dc'partmeuts of the State, and to carry 
some popular bills through Parliament. 

The ministerial labours of the Paymaster-deiieral were 
more considerahle than those of any member of the Cabinet. 
His Reform Rill though much mutilated, ])assed both 
Houses, as he found what most relbriiiers in time discover, 
that it is easi(‘r to propose public eoiTeetivt‘s when out of 
olHce than to carry them into efieet wheji in. IMany good 
reasons iiido(‘d w(‘re assigned for the alterations; and as 
the measure ultimately stood, no similar purgation of minis- 
terial iidluonee is known in our history, thirty-six ()fiices 
eligible to he held by ^Members of Parliament Ixhug at once 
abolislu'd. lie also declared his ri'adiuess whenever the 
sense of the House wcndd go with him, to adopt every part 
of the plan he had first proposed. 

The bill to regulate his own oUiet*. w as deemed a species of 
feat ill ingenuity, labour, and knowledi^e of business. The 
system had Ix'eome so complieati'd and the abuses so aueiout, 
that a universal fi'eling prevaiU'il among ])receding Pay- 
masters down to the lowest clerks in thi‘ establishment, of 
the hopelessness of the one being simplified or the other 
amended. He iicvertlu*lcss succt'cdcd in his object chiefly 
by the assistance of Messrs. Powel and Ikmibridge, sur- 
rendering to th(^ public the interest and other advantages 
accruing from tlie enormous sum of 1,000,000/. which w^as 
not untrequently the amount of the Paymaster’s balance in 
hand. His disint(‘restedn(»ss did not stop there. As trea- 
surer of Chelsea Hospital he becanu^ entilli'd to the profits 
of clotliiiig the pensioners, amounting to 700/. per annum, 
and by a new agreement with the contractor managed to 
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save 600/. more. These sums, whicli as regular perquisites 
of office might have been enjoyed without impropriety or 
reproach, he generously threw into the public treasury. It 
will scarcely be credited that by this reform of the office, 
47,000/. per annum was saved to the public, of which sum 
25,300/. were the usual and avowed perquisites of the Pay- 
master, which all his predecessors received. Considering his 
pecuniary circumstances these were no ordinary sacrifices 
to public principle ; and they gained from the country at large 
and from Parliament just as much credit as such things volun- 
tarily given usually do — ^little notice and no recompence. 

He agreed in the propriety of opening the negociation with 
Holland ; in a variety of censures passed by Mr. Dundas on 
tlie governmor^t of India ; and in conceding independence to 
the Irish Parliament, expressing in a letter to Lord Charle- 
mont (June 12th) some ingenious sentiments in his usual 
elegance of manner, more especially in epistolary writing. 
Hearing that a statue w as to be erected to Mr. Grattan, he 
seized tht‘ opportunity of recommending as the artist, a young 
Irish sculptor named Hickey, thus endeavouring to do for 
another struggling son of genius what he had previously 
accomplished for a Poet and a Painter. Hickey how'ever 
died young. He executed a bust of his patron, now' in the 
British Museum, presented by Mr. llaviland Burke. 

When the news arrived of Rodney’s great naval victory in 
the West Indies, he declined to renew the inquiry against 
the commander-in-cliief respecting St. Eustatius saying, 
that on public grounds he had brought it forward, and on 
public grounds if the House thought proper be w’ould let it 
drop. After a beautiful apostrophe to the laurel crown of 
the Romans he concluded by adding — “ If there were a bald 
spot on the head of Rodney, he would w illingly cover it with 
laurels.” By the persuasions of Mr. Pox, wlio had promised 
all his influence to the popular cause, and who afterwards 
took much credit to himself w ith the people of Westminster 
for the fact, Mr. Burke did not attend a discussion on Par- 
liamentary Reform, wliich in accordance w'ith his known 
opinions, he must have opposed. Thus a sacrifice was made 
to the popularity of his friend’s name, which he never made 
to his own. — Administration on the whole, did much for 
popularity, and might have succeeded in the aim to acquire 
it, when the Marquis of Rockingham, who had been seized 
with the prevailing complaint of the time, influenza, unex- 
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pectedly died. Lord Shelburne, without intimation to 
Mr. Fox, Mr. Burke, or others of the party attached to the 
deceased nobleman, instantly vaulted from the Home Depart- 
ment into the vacancy as Prime Minister. Unable or un- 
willing to act with him, they immediately resigned. 

This, which has been considered a hasty measure, cer- 
tainly did not meet general approval. There is no foun- 
dation however for an assertion made by some, who profess 
to know some of the political secrets of the time but w^ho 
in fact sought to excuse one friend at the expense of another, 
that it arose chiefly from the irritation of Mr Burke. The 
suggestion on tlie contrary as we now know, came from 
Mr. Fox. Ilis importance, from the situation w’hich he held 
in administration was more directly affected ty that event : 
while it is undoubtedly true that both while they disagreed 
with the new bead of lb(‘ Treasury on some public points, 
entertained a strong dislike to the private character of the 
man. He in return is said to have felt quite as cordial an 
aversion to them ; and he was fortified by having had the ear 
and favour of the King. 

The origin of this coolness and dislike, particularly between 
Burke and the new Premier which was not recent, it is diffi- 
cult to trace ; but arost^ j)robably from some peculiar perhaps 
unconstitutional sentiments to which his Lordship had occa- 
sionally given utterance in the House of Peers, and some of 
which Mr. Burke quoted afterwards in order to condemn. Also 
to alleged inconsistencies which had occurred when he was in 
office before — and j)erhaps to something which he might have 
heard from his friend Mr. Lauchlan Macleane when the 
latter was his Lordship’s Under Secretary in 17G8. That the 
feeling of that nobleman and his friends towards the late 
Paymaster was not less marked, became obvious on the 9th of 
July, w’hcn Mr. Fox having justified the line of conduct be 
had pursued, and being replied to by General Conway who 
with others of their friends bad not resigned, Mr. Burke rose 
to support Mr. Fox and was met with violent confusion and 
noise at the bar. For a moment he felt some emotion, 
arising from delicacy as he said to one part of the House, and 
the most sovereign contempt tow^ards the other ; but those 
who by the present unaccountable tumult seemed dissatisfied 
with his conduct, knew where to find him. — Adverting to the 
Marquis of Eockingham, he said he was a man of clear head 
and pure heart, and his successor was directly the reverse — 
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a man of all others the most unlike him. — Adding, after a 
variety of strung animadversions, (rather a strange species 
of apology) that he meant no offence, but would speak 
the honest conviction of his mind; — If Lord Shelburne was 
not a Catiline or a Borgia in morals it must not be ascribed 
to any thing but his understanding.” 

At an earlierperiod there seems to have been between these 
parties some formal ])olireness but no cordiality, although no 
cause of aversion had tluai arisen. To his cousin Nagle 
Burke had written a few years before — “ What you say of 
Lord Shelburne is more important. I very well remember 
vour application to me some time ago ; I remember too, that 
1 mentioned it to Colonel B.arre. Nothing further came of it; 
I believe that, agency was not vacant when you wrote. 
Between ourselves, and I would not have it go farther, there 
are, I believe, few wlio can do less with Lord Sludburne than 
myself. JJe had formerhf, at aeceraJ times, ^>;Y>/Ks‘.se£? much 
friendship to me ; hut whenever 1 came to trjf the (f round y let 
the matter have been never so triflinrjy I ahvaifs found it to fail 
tinder me. It is, indeed, long sinct‘ lu‘ has made (‘ven }>ro- 
fessions. With many eminent qualiti(‘s he has some sin- 
gularities in his character. He is suspicious and whimsical ; 
and perhaps if I stood better with him than I do, my re- 
commendation would not have the greatest weigfit in the 
world.” 

This nobleman, wdth considerable talents, extensive infor- 
mation, and perhaps a better acquaintance wdth the foreign 
relations of the country than JMr. Fox who tilled that de- 
partment, had unfortunately acquired a character for poli- 
tical bad faith. He had been designated a desuit and nick- 
named Malar/rida for some years. In si'veral points report 
had been hu.sy with certain p(‘culiarities of character ; he was 
accused of insincerity, of duplicity, and even of w'ant of com- 
mon veracity toward his colleagues ; to which on the present 
occasion some slighter circumstances gave countenance, 
though it is but just to observe, the more serious charges 
against him were never proved. It is not a little remark- 
able that the unknow n writer of J unius’s Letters seems to 
have had a similar aversion to him, for in recommending por- 
traits of the Ministry to the caricature pencil of Lord Towms- 
hend, (Sept. IG, 17G7), he gives loose to licentious satire on 
Lord Shelburne, then Secr(;tary of State for the Southern 
Department, in a bitterly sarcastic strain. By the friends of 
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hiB Lordship the revolt of the Hockinghams was ascribed to 
petulance ; to the disappointed ambition of Mr. Fox ; to the 
desire of Mr. Burke to place the Duke of Portland at the 
head of the Treasury ; and to consequent discontent at 
finding the Earl’s irilluence in the highest quarter so much 
greater than tlieir own. Of tliis superior influence, there 
had been abundant ])roofs — in the oiler of the Treasury, as 
already stated, in priderence to the Marquis; in securing, 
almost unknown to that nobleman, the Order of the Grarter 
for himself; a heavy pension for Colonel Barre ; and a peerage, 
a pension, with the unusual honour of a seat in the Cabinet 
as Chnneellor of tlie Duchy of Lancaster for Mr. Dunning, 
both Ids intimate friends and chief supporters in the House 
of Commons. Wliile an enforced obligation compelled 
Burke, at least for tlie present, to let the cutfing-edge of his 
lieform Bill glance harmlt'ss over tin* Duchy in question, now 
placed under tlu' guardianshij) of this frit^nd. 

The peusion to Colonel Barre having excited animadversion 
some time afterward in the Commons, his Lordship urged that 
it had been the proposal of Lord Kockingham himself, in lieu 
of the Pay-oifice which he wished to give to ]\lr. Burke; and 
that he had the letter in his pocket in which the oiler was 
made. Burke and Lord John Townshend peremptorily dcuiied 
any such arrangement in the stronircst maniuT, called the 
story an utter fabrication, and dared him to ])roduce the kdter. 
The letter never was produced. Mr. Pox, ]Mr. Courtenay, 
Mr. Lee, reitt'rated the charge of breach of veracity on 
other points. These circumstances account, in some measure, 
for Burke’s increased aversion to the tu'w Minister ; and that 
lie thought his own motives pure there is no doubt, as he 
(fould not he said give a stronger iustanee of sinecrity than 
with a small fortune and large family to sacrifice a lucrative 
office to public principle. And to the moment of the Usher 
of the Black iiod arriving to summon the House to hear the 
jirorogation, he did not cease from strong animadversion. 

In addition to labours on general Economical Keform and 
un his own office during this short official existence, wx*rc 
several letters and papers drawn up for Lord liockingham ; 
one a speech or memorial to the king on the true jiaturc ( J 
that bill, and a few otliers. Prom Mr. (afti*rwards Sir AViJ- 
liam) Jones on a ])ro])osed bill for India; from Crabbe, now 
formally become the “ reverend ;” from Bishop Barnard and 
Mr. Eden in Ireland; letters of respect and of congratula- 



922 


LIFE OF BURKE. 


1782. 


tion on accession to office were received. To William Burke, 
then in Madras, he wrote a few particulars of his position in 
the most affectionate strain as — “ My dear, my ever dear 
iriend states his salary to be four thousand pounds, his 
son’s as deputy, five hundred, with the Secretaryship 
of the Treasury open to his brother if he chose to 
quit the bar. Dr. King, afterwards Bishop of Rochester, 
had given the same gentleman by desire of Burke all the pre- 
liminary details of the party coming into power. A warm 
and affectionate letter “My dearest Burke,” also came from 
the Duke of Portland, then Viceroy of Ireland, on the loss 
they had sustained in the Marquis, hinting at the difficulty 
of the position intended for him, that of First Lord of the 
Treasury ; but adding— “ you have a right to influence my 
wishes and to airect my opinion.” 

In June of this year Madame d'Arblay, then IVIiss Burney, 
first met Mr. Burke and his family at diniuT at Sir Joshua 
Reynolds’, on Richmond Hill. He asked to be introduced, 
sat opposite to her, complimented her writing.s, and 
became so amusing by the' variety and brilliancy of his con- 
versation as, in the words of the fair narrator herself to the 
writer some years ago,* “ Completely to win my admiration. 
— A young authoress,” she says,“ could scarcely feel other- 
wise with attentions from one, who before lie was introduced, 
and when 1 could but conjecture who he was, exhibited very 
evidently that he was no common man. He vras ever after- 
wards most kind and friendly to me, ns well as to my father, 
when kindness and countenance were valuable to a young 
writer.” She goes on to describe him in her memoirs — “ He 
is tall ; his figure is noble ; his air commanding, his address 
graceful. His voice is clear, penetrating, sonorous, and powtT- 
ful ; his language copious, various and eloquent ; his manners 
attractive ; his conversation delightful. * * ♦ Neither is the 
charm of his discourse more in the matter than tin? manner; 
all therefore that is related from him loses half of its effect 
when not related by him.” 

• On my first interview with Iit^r, which was obtained with sonm diffi- 
culty through the medium ot the friends cifiier sou, my object being in re- 
ference to Home reported anecdotes of (ioldsniith, hIic said — “ I have for 
some time ceased to see all strungers. I uni not e(|oul to it. I admit you 
now only in consideration of being the bio'^rajiher of liurke. To the 
memory of that great man, to bis admirers and friends, which should com- 
prise nearly the nation, l could refuse no moderate request.” 



1783. the coalition. 223 

Soon afterward ho wrote her an encomiastic letter with 
sotue well turned compliments on the merits and success of 

Cecilia.” In conversation however he w'as not ali compli- 
ment ; several useful criticisms mingled with his approbation, 
showing that he Imd read the work attentively. They met 
not unfrequently in the evening societies of the day, where 
his attentions to her were marked ; and towards the end of 
the following year on the dismissal of the Coalition Mi- 
nistry, procured for her father the situation of organist to 
Chelsea Hospital, of which she says— “ Nothing could he 
more delicate, more elegant than his manner of doing this 
kindness, i don’t know whether he was most polite or 
most friendly in his w hole l>t‘haviour to me. I could almost 
have cried when he said — ‘ This is my last act in office.’ ” 

On the re assembling of Parliament, December .0th, 1782, 
he assailed the spc'ceh and its authors, on that and the fol- 
lowing days, “in a vein of wit, argument, and satire, so 
ffiiely blended, and so powerfully carried on,” to use the w^ords 
of the reported debates of the time, ‘‘ that the House w^as 
kept in a burst of laughttT th(‘ whole time.” At other 
periods, particularly a few days afterward, varyijig liis attack 
by invective or serious argument. On one of the former 
occasions, Mr. Pitt the new Chancellor of the Exchequer 
though personally complimented more than once, was nettled 
by tile wdt of the late Pay mast t‘r into some petulant and 
even angry remarks. 

Lord iShelburne, who hatl in the recess signed tl)e preli- 
minaries of peace, discovering his deficiency in Parliamentary 
strength, deputed Mr. Pitt toward the end of autumn to w’ait 
personally on Mr. Pox in the last privatt* interview but one — 
in 1.790 on the question w hetlier Impeachment abated by the 
dissolution of Parliament — which these eminent men ever 
had, in order to attempt a reconciliation. The latter 
however would not hear of his Lordship remainiug at 
the head of the Treasuiy. On the contrary he pre- 
ferred a junction wdth Lord North, wdio by the numbers 
still attached to him in the House, held tlie balance 
betw^een Ministry and Opposition. This weight he was in- 
duced to throw into the latter scale, and thus formed that 
celebrated coalition which by the vote of the2Lst of Eebruarv 
condemning the peace, threw' out the ^Ministry and suc- 
ceeded to their places. The Paymaster- General resumed his 
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office. His brother Eichard, from a practising barrister 
became again one of the secretaries to the Treasury, and on 
the death of Lord Ashburton, Eecorder of Bnstol. His son 
likewise returned to his former position. 

Part of the odium of forming this amalgam of parties fell 
subsequently, as usual, upon Burke, though with little or no 
justice. He concurred in it as matter of necessity, but 
neither interfered with the arrangtnucnts, nor delended it 
with his accustomed vigour ; and had in fact, strongly ob- 
jected to it till overpowered by the persuasions of ]\lr. Fox, 
who was both eloquent and urgent with him on the occasion. 
In the debate of the 17th of February, 1783, on the preli- 
minary articles of peace in reply to Mr. Powys who stigma- 
tised the coalition, Mr. Burke said there was nothing IicUto- 
gencous in such an alliance if any such had been fornu’d — 
which he had yet to learn ; a sullicient intimation that he 
knew nothing of the first steps taken in that measun*. It is 
likewise true that as Lord Shelburne luid pn'viously made 
overtures to Lord North for the same purpose, Op})o»ition 
might consider it as only fighting the minister with his own 
weapons. 

The real authors of th(‘ coalition were Lord John Towns- 
hcnd, as he himself says, hlr. George North, and ^Ir. Adam, 
who conducted the an hole of the negociation. “ If Burke,” 
he adds, “ had been averse, we must liave drop! all idt*a of the 
thing, as be had the greatest sway, 1 might almost say com- 
mand, over Lord Eockingham’s friends, with the exception of 
the Duke of Devonshire.” * ♦ “ Burke however had no great 
hand beyond this ( mere assent) in the work.” All the friends 
of both parties seem to ha^e been much more active ; Mr. Eden 
is said to h.ave been the first proposer ; Lord Loughborough 
recommended it ; JNIr. Sheridan, though doubtful at first, ulti- 
mately approved it ; Colouel Fitzpatrick also ; Mr. Fox himself 
nobly said that bis frienaships were eternal, his enmities only 
momentary ; and after forty years’ experience and refieetion, 
Lord Erskine found in it nothing to condemn. The true secret 
of the unpopularity of the coalition may have been the sub- 
sequent attcnnpt to carry the India bill. Whatever share 
therefore btlongs to Air. Burke iii the business of the coalition 
— and it c('rtainly was small — ho assented rather than 
acted under the unaiiiinous feeling of the l(‘ading members 
of his own party, and of all the members of that which they 
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joined. He had in fact fewer reasons for avoiding it than 
Mr. Fox. Once or twice indeed lie had threatened Lord 
North with impeachment. At other times he paid many 
compliments to his personal integrity and amenity of 
manners ; while the Minister, as if to evince the propriety 
of the latter compliment, often rendered justice to the 
splendid flowers of his adversary i‘veu in moments when 
most severely assailed by him ; and in tin; earlier periods of 
his power kind olllees had not unlrequeiitly pass(‘d between 
them. The dislike of Mr. Burke was political, pointing 
solely at the Minister. That of J\lr. Fox was not only poli- 
tical, but ])ersonal to the man. lie had said that the Mi- 
nister’s blood ought to expiate his misdeeds — that he was the 
greatest criminal in the State — that he wcjuldbo afraid to 
trust himself with him alone— and that if he ever acted with 
him he would be conL'iit to be thought for ever infamous; 
intemperate and incoiisid(*rale assertions which his own 
generous nnturi* was the tirst to condemn. . For using them 
Lord North frankly forgave him; for recanting them the 
public never did. 

One of the iirst acts of the PaymasiiT-Otmeral, and for 
wdiich he incurred considerable ceiiMire, was to restore 
M(‘ssrs. J’owell and Bembridgi*, cashier and accountant of the 
oliice, who had beam dismissial by Oolonel Barre for alleged 
mal-practices. His benevoUmt feelings or otHcial wants in this 
instance mastered his prudence. The truth was he did not 
believe them ])ersonally implicated in guilt from the unre- 
served disclosures tlu'y had made to idm of the alfairs of the 
oftlce. He conceived it also a design on the ])art of Lord 
Shedbume and his friends, to lessen the popularity of Mr. 
F\)x by throwing imputations on tlu' nHMU(>ry of his father, 
whose accounts whili' Paymaster formed the main subject of 
dispute*. A still stroiigeT reason was, that by their assistance 
ami theirs alone lu* liad accomplished the reform of his otHce, 
while the clerks wrote to him that without tlicir assistance 
theey could not go oji with the reform of the business of the 
de])artmeut. 

In a debate (March 27th) on AVilliams’s Divorce bill, he 
again ditlered from Mr. Fox on a cpioslion winch like that 
of the Marriage Act, might be teriiu'd the politics ol’ morals. 
A clause had been introduced by Jjord Ashburton in the 
Upper House, bastardizing the issue of women convicted of 
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adultery, and born after separation from the husband. Mr. 
Fox opposed it strongly. Mr. Burke supported it, with what 
the reported accounts describe as “wonderful force giving 
his friend perhaps a hint on the score of morals by sarcasti- 
cally observing, “ that though no friend himself to divorces for 
insufficient causes, he had remarked that most of the diffi- 
culties started upon them, came from bachelors ; men, 
strangers to the nice feelings of imshands, and to the aggra- 
vating sensations which the injured honour of married men 
could alone feel.” lie opposed on the 7th of May, in an 
excellent speech, Mr. Pitt’s motion for Parliamentary lieform. 
The latter took an op]>ortunity of retaliating, on an accusa- 
tion advanced against the Paymaster of altering and expung- 
ing clauses according to his own taste, in a bill connected 
with his office* The Speaker pointed out the misconception 
of the ^Member who made the charge, but jVIr. Pitt clung to 
it with some pertinacity as a handle for censure ; — so little 
do statesmen in Opposition differ, when the object is to 
assail the more fortunate possessor of power. 

It was at this period that he drew up the Ninth Ke])ort of 
the Select Committee of the House of Commons for inquiring 
into the administraticm of justice in the provinces of Jiengal, 
Bahar, and Orissa — a well digested, comprehensive, and 
instructive document, occupying above 200 pagt‘.s, and dated 
25th of June 1783. It embraces the state of the Company 
as it then stood ; the commerce of India, internal and ex- 
ternal ; and the governnumt t‘xercised under the charter and 
under different acts of parliament, considered in relation 
to the same heads of internal and external de])artments. The 
conduct of Mr. Hastings on a variety of occasions, some of 
which were subsequently formed into charg(‘s against him, 
came under animadversion. The curious history is given of 
offering his resignation as Grovernor General in 1770 through 
his agent Mr. or Colonel, Maclcane, ^v'holn he had e.xpressly 
sent home for that among other purposes ; and wlu*n he 
found this surrender unexpectedly accepted, utterly disclaim- 
ing such resignation — the authority of his agent for giving it 
— his own handwriting containing his instruction to that 
effect — and (?ven the testimony of two of his personal friends 
Mr. Vansittart and Mr. John Stewart, witnesses of the 
directions given to Mr. Macleane. The Eleventh Keport of 
the same Committee, draw n up in the same year and relat- 



1783. 


HIS cjaxicisM: on babry’s pictures. 


227 


ing chiefly to ]\Ir. Hastings’s alleged corrupt receipts of 
presents, is also the production of Mr. Burke. It is a 
shorter thougli not less able paper than the former, filling 
above eighty octavo pages, but witli a number of appendices 
of official documents. Both pieces might have been meant 
as precursors of the India Bill, in order to impress the 
public mind with tin* anomalous state of India and a convic- 
tion of the nec(‘ssity for some change. 

So diversified were his po\v(‘rs and so ready his means of 
throwing them forth ii[)on all subjects, that in the midst of 
these important investigations and contentions, he found 
time as is pretty well ascertained, to address a judicious and 
interesting tliough iinavow(‘d ])aper to Barry, containing 
free yet friendly criticisms on his great pict^ires then ex- 
hibiting in the nxmis of the Society of Arts. The ability 
showm by tlu* writer interc'sttal the painter so much, that he 
eagerly returmal an answer as directed to tiie bar of tlu* 
Cocoa Tree in Pall-Mall, soliciting personal acquaintance or 
further corn'spondence with so comj)t‘tent a critic, ^o n‘- 
joindor was ever made, or the author positively knowm. But 
adding to his acknowledgt.Hl love for the arts, the regard 
shown for the individual to whom it was addrt'ssed with the 
internal evidiuice of style and matter, the w’rit(‘r Inwond doubt 
could be no other than the ^lember for Malton. Jlis reason'^ 
for not avowing liimself w ere probably a desire to avoid un- 
profitable personal argument with such an intraelable sjurit 
as the ])ainter. He w ished lik(*wise to preA eiit any inerc ase 
of that nnreasoiiahle jealousy felt by the latti'r at bis inti- 
macy with Sir Joshua Beyiiolds, from Avhom he might think 
the observations addressed to him, originated. Of this 
jealousy Barry, who was in temj)er the liousseau of painters, 
could, not divest himself, thinking his })atron*s friendship 
for the greatest artist of the age a degree of neglect shown to 
his own fame and merits. The pa{)er is long, discriminating, 
and wdth some just observations on the ])liik)sophy of Art 
By Barry bims(*lf it w’as always attributed to Burke. 

The recess of Parliament was devoted to the concoction of 
the celebrated India Bill, of whicli ]\lr. Burke is said to have 
been a joint penman w'itli the re])uted author, though this 
has never been proved. It is supposed, though not at all 
likelv, that he was the only one of the ministry who knew 
much of the matter wdiile in progress ; and no doubt it w as 



228 


LIFE OF BUllKE. 


1783, 


submitted to his revision. He might likewise have been the 
author of the second or supplemeiitarv bill, ascertaining the 
powers of the new government, and securing the rights and 
interests of the natives ; but all the great and leading princi- 
ples were undoubtedly those of Mr. J''ox. A not e (October 
1783) from Mr. (afterwards 8ir Arthur) Pigot who drew it, 
shews that portions of it were placed in Jhirke’s hands I 
shall be particularly obliged to you to st'iid me so much of 
the bill, or instructions for the bill, as you have in the state 
in which it is ; as it will very much forward my work. Indeed 
1 cannot begin till I get it.” 

A writer who may fairly claim some consideration for what 
he says,* endeavoui's t(* li\ the origin of this measure upon 
l^urke, but is .unable to furnish any proof whatever of the fact. 
^Xeither is there the slightest trace to that elft‘ct in a more 
recent productionf relating to the politii*al life of its author; 
and were it true, it is scarcely j)ossihle that letters or memo- 
randums from Burke bearing upon the subject, should not 
have been found among the ])apersof Mr. Po.\. All that we 
learn from them is the (H)n\ietion that tlie latter knew tlio- 
roughly the hazard(»us game he had in hand. To Jjord 
Worthington (Wov. 7) lie writes — “ Our India mt'asuro will 
come on soon after the meding. Jt will Ix' a vigorous and 
a hazardous one, and if \Ne get that ^\(‘ll oAer, J have very 
little apprehension ab(Uit anything else Again he says 

to a friend whose name is not irivou — They ar(‘ endeavouring 
to make a great ery against us. and will 1 am afraid sueecaxi 
in making us very unpoj)ulai’ in the eity. llowtwer 1 know 1 
am right and inu.st biair the eon.seipicnees, tlioiigh I dislike 
unpopularity as miieii as any man. J know J never did act 
more upon prineiple than at this moment wdum they an^ 
abusing me so. If 1 had considered nothing hut k(‘(‘pingmy 
power, it was the safest way 1<» leave things as they are, or 
to propose some trilling alteration, and 1 am not at all igno- 
rant of the dang(T w hich 1 run by this bolil imaisurc; but 
whether 1 succeed or no 1 shall always lie glad tliai I at- 
tempted it, because 1 have done no more than J was bound 
to do in risking my pow'(T and that of my friends when the 
bappines.s of so many millions is at stake.” 'J'liesc arc honest 

* Thoniiis Moore — Life of Sheridan — pp. 287-8 4to. iditiori. 

+ Lord Jolin Uurt«eir« intere>iin}r, though unluokily disjointed, Memorials 
and Correspondence ui (diurleis Jaineh vul. ii. 
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and manly sentiments from whomsoever imbibed, but furnish 
no clue as to any other source cither of them or of tlie bill 
than his own breast. 

Many endeavours indeed have b(^cn made by the warm 
followers of Mr. Fox to throw oft* from his shoulders the 
burden of some of the serious ])olitieal mistakes he cominitti'd; 
and Burke, as the moviiii; spirit of tlu* ])iirty is usually 
singled out as this Atlas ot error. No ridlecting man can 
be convinced of this. In 11i(‘ nature of things it is scaireely 
possible to be corrt‘et, excc'pting we sup])()se that INlr. Fox 
had not, or did not ex(Tt, an iin(U*rstanding and a will of his 
own — points which those whoatteTidcai to his geiuTal conduct 
or the usual timacity of’ his opinions will not for a moment 
believe. — Tliat Burke assisted in the formaticyi of the India 
bill ; that he gav(‘ his (»piiiion on parts of it; that h(‘ n'vist'd 
other parts ; and that he consequently knew inon' of it while 
in its dormant state than most others of tlie ministry, are 
matters already admitted. But there is not a single lact on 
which to ground a Ixdiet* of his being tlie original projex-tor 
of the measure, or a ])robability of his ])ro})osing tlie more 
daring and arbitrary and consequently obnoxious parts of it. 

Examining likewise his ])receding or snbsccpient opinions, 
it will be n'adily admitt(‘d that the ])rominent and innovating 
features of the jilan bore little resemblance to the usual 
cautious legislation of one, who always entertained strong 
distrust of great and suddmi ohang(‘s in governimmt, and was 
therefoix' little likely to jiropose the (mtire sub\ersioii of one 
— a seiitinumt which he particidarly advanced during the 
debates. Neither is it probable that he who was never ac- 
cused of egotism on other questions, should become so lauda- 
tory on this which, if th(‘ allegation were true, must have 
been so much indebted to his own hand. In addition, it 
may be observed that in a debate in 1793 on the question of 
voluntary gifts to government and enrolments of volunteers, 
upon the ])roprietv of which he dilfered in opinion with Mr. 
Fox, he said in reply to some allusion to similar events 
about the end of the Ann'rican war, that the mind of that 
gentleman was so much taken up at the period in question 
with his India bill that lie could attend to nothing else. 
Such an assertion in the House of Commons when they w^ere 
no longer intimate, wmuld scarcely have been hazarded had 
he himself been equally concerned. It must also be remem- 
bered that the high eulogium he passed ou the character of 
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Fox in his great speech on the bill, was mostly in allusion to 
his being the author of it. 

The motives however which dictated this important measure 
though misrepresented at the time ouglit no longer to be 
matter of doubt among intelligent men. It is tlie idlest of 
all things in a country like England to talk of a jireconcerted 
Bclieme to overawe the King, to annihilate the j)rerogative, 
to render the voice of the people nugatory, or to fix any 
ministry whatever perpetually in place. Such assertions 
may serve the momentary purpose of rendering a body of 
political rivals unpopular, but are unworthy oftlu'pen of 
history ; and their best refutation is to be found in the eir- 
eumstaiices that followed the attempt to carry this hill. The 
administration of the goverumeut of India in many points 
could not well be wore conducted tliau it had been. Its 
proceedings for more than twenty y(‘ars tog(‘th(‘r had called 
forth constant animadver>ion in Parliament and in the nation. 
Frequent inquirit*s and discussions thert‘ as well as in Courts 
of Ju.stic(‘, had elicited facts so little creditable to our sway 
as to become a source of repi’oach with fonagners upon our 
national fame and chara<*ttT for justice. Xotb.ing could be 
more stdf-evident than the nect'ssity for some reform, a'< the 
passing of Mr. Pitt’s bill soon afterwards and the additions 
made to it from time to time, proved. The mode of reform 
now attempted was quite another mutter. It bore the stamp 
of a great, an energetic, an inventive, but an arbitrary mind. 
It imparted to the h'gislatun?, not tht‘ E.\t‘cutive authority, 
a new power unknown to tin* constitution, that of appointing 
Commissioners who were to exercise the functions of govern- 
ment over that vast continent. It annihilated with little 
preface or apology the chartered rights of the India Com- 
pany : took from it the management of its property by open 
force ; olfered no compromise ; s(K)thed no objections or pre- 
judices ; and attempted no conciliation. The principle itself 
and the mode of carrying that ])rinciple into eliect, were 
equally objectionable. It was distinguished by another 
striking and unprecedented peculiarity — for it had the 
effect of uniting the King and the peojde for the first time 
in our history against a majority of the House of Com- 
mons. 

Mr. Burke viewing the measure tlmough a different me- 
dium urged its success with all his powers. He reserved 
himself chiefly for the second reading, 1st of December 1783, 
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when in a crowded House prepared to hear something un- 
common, lie delivered one of those surprising orations 
which in vigour, in ingenuity, and in that forcible yet ex- 
pansive grasp witli which he usually fastens on a subject, 
seemed to h'ave the energies of otluT men far behind. Dis- 
claiming sev(?ral qui*stiouable arguments urged by some 
ministerial members in its support, his reasoning turned 
princijially on the necessity of the measure — the breach ot 
the articles of its charter by the Conqiany and consequently 
as in other such agreements the nullity of the comjiact — 
the enormous abuses of power by tlu‘ Company’s servants — 
the uttt‘r inalulity for a scries of years to corrt'ct those abuses 
by remonstrance, or censur(‘, or orders ; by the voice of the 
nation, by the voice of Parlianuuit, by the voice of the 
Directors of the Comjiany themselves, by the* voice of many 
of th(‘ higlu'st servants of that Company on the spot where 
the abuses were committ(‘d. It was only from a conviction 
that the system was wholly hicorrigibh' by less hmient means, 
that he, for oiu‘, would ev(‘r lend his hand to the subversion 
of that or any otluT ostablisluMl mode* of government. The 
present bill he said would guard against future robbe.‘rie.s 
and 0])])ressi(Uis ; and its highest honour and title w'oiild 
b(* that of ‘‘ s<‘curing the riei* in his pot to eveiy man in 
India.” 

“ The most ignorant individual in the House,” says a 
contemporary iman her, “who had attiunUal to tin* mass of 
information which fell from the lips of Durke on tliat occa- 
sion, must have dejiarted rich in knowledge of llindostaii. 
It seemi'd impossible to crowd greater variety of matter 
applicable to the subject into smaller compass; and those 
whodiliered mo.st w idely from him in ojnnion, did not rcjider 
th(‘ less justice to his gigantic range of ideas, his lucid ex- 
positioji of events, and the harmonic flow' of his periods.” 
“The sj)eech of Mr. Durk(',” in the words of another con- 
temporary, “ uj)on this grand turning ])oint of the Adminis- 
tration was perhaps the most b(‘autiful, sublime and finisliod 
composition that his studies and his labours had produced.” 

AV^hil(‘ his zeal and elo(piene(‘ assist(‘d to ])rn])el the bill 
through tlie Commons, he* was seen along with Mr. Fox 
standing on the steps of the throu;‘ in the House of Lords 
during the discussion there, anxious and agitated, striving 
by the iniluence of ])ersonal chai’actc'r .and talents to per- 
form the same service in that :ussembly which he had accom- 
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pliahed in the lower House. Other and superior but adverse 
influence was also at work. The King more alarmed for his 
authority than perhaps the occasion required, exerting his 
natural weight among the Peers caused the bill to be thrown 
out ; and he immediately flung the Ministry after it by a 
message to the Secretaries of Stale at one o’clock in the 
morning of the 19th of December to deliver up the seals of 
oflice. Thus this lanious measure upon which so much labour 
and talent had been expended, became the lever by which to 
prize its authors out of oflice. 

Ofiensive or imprudent as the design may have been, it is 
not perhaps generally known that this plan for seizing upon 
India as a direct possession of the Crown, was originally 
the suggestic)!! of another ami greatcT Minister, <}uite as 
bold, as ambitroiis, ami as decidcal in character as ]NIr. Fox 
himself. This was no otlua' than the great J^ord Chat- 
ham. Mr. Burke said more than once, that to his pcT- 
ooiial kno^^l('d^7e his Lord>hip in 17()(> and 1767 seriously 
contempltitcd the total dissolution of the territorial ])ower of 
the East India Company as a i/ot'crumcnt in India, and the 
assumption of it by tlie executive authority at honu', leaving 
to the Coin])any only an e\clusi\e, or nearly an exclusive 
right, to tlu‘ trade of that eoiintry. A similar design has 
been laid to the charge of the late Lord Melville in 1781; 
or at least that he hinted at the necessity of such a measure, 
from the inability of Cox eminent to control (*fte«tually the 
proceedings of the local authorities in India. The fact how- 
ever is by no means brought home to the latter. 

His coiTes])ondence (inring the year, having now great 
public labours on hand, jirovtal less extensive than usual. 
Among the more striking letU'rs was om^ from Mr. (after- 
wards kSir William) Jones, for whom he had mueh regard as 
an estimable kindred sjiirit, and wlio in return lelt warmly 
the honour of his notica* and esteem. Tin; moment he heard 
of the accession (jf the coalition to oflice and a »’iimoiir that 
Lord Thurlow was to be jx^rmiited to remain, he wrote to 
Burke that in permitting the lattcT, were it true, a great 
mistake had been committed. “ I know^ him well,” he said, 
and pro(*c(*ded to draw his characteristics and jierverse con- 
duct w’ilh an accuracy which was fulfilled to the letter even 
under the premiership of Pitt. If (‘ver the measure had 
been resolved upon, for which the King was anxious, this 
and other intimations decided his removal. 
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The three raonths struggle which followed the dismission 
of the Coalition, between Mr. Pitt, who accepted the Trea- 
sury, and the Opposition who constantly outvoted, censured, 
aud threatened him with even weightier proofs of disappro- 
bation, has little to do wdth the personal liistory of Mr. 
Purke, who exerted himself less on this than on any other 
great emergency of his political life, lie probably felt tlie 
force of the diliieultv so apparent at the very threshold of 
the discussion — that the King had an undoubted right to 
choose his own Minister, and against the Ministi^r so chosen 
no specitic offence* could lx* alleged. The weight of the 
argument therefore was against the supporters of tlie party. 
It is also true that lie always thought and always said that 
Mr. Pitt had worked himself into ollico unfairly, if not un- 
constitutionally. Mr. F(‘x fought this political battle with 
sufficient skill; and Mr. Pitt kept his ground with equal 
courage, and ])ers(‘V('ranee. lie was backed indeed by the 
favour and exiiortalions of his Majesty, who had taken so 
strong an antijialhy to the former genlleman that sooner 
than receive him as iir>t Minister, he had expressed a 
determination to quit England for Hanover. Perseverance 
r(Midt*red this singular resolution unn(*ei‘ssarv. T]io Oppo- 
sition iniijority gradually dwindling from lifty-four to one, 
J^u’liament v\as dissohed in Mareh 17S1;: and the new 
eh'ctioiis running every wlu're in favour of Ministry, attended 
by every symptom of popular sympathy aiul satisfaction, no 
less than om* hundred and sixty of their opponents were 
thrown out under the name of “ Fojc\s Murtyrsy 

JNIr. Pitt who won this victory of the Xing’s will over 
some of the leading iutluences of the country, was one of 
those rare exaiiijiles of men who by the union of uncommon 
talents with fortunate circumstances, seem cut out by nature 
to inffueiice or to govern kingdoms. Jlo was a lucky man 
however belore lx* tH‘came a great one. Peculiar good for- 
tune placed him in a station w hich at bis jieriod of life and 
slight bold upon tlu? country, he had no reason to exj)ect ; 
and bis talents enabled him to maintain the important posi- 
tion thus singularly aeipiired. It w'as an unprecedented oc- 
currence in this or perhaps any other European country, to 
see so young a man ])laeed at tlie head of public affairs ; to 
snatch it from grey-headed experience and unquestioned 
fame ; to retain it from youth to manhood, from maubood 
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to the borders of age, with no diminution of royal or popular 
favour, rendering the State in more than one sense a species 
of patrimonial inheritance. 

In looking back to the first few and more inexperienced 
years of his administration, it is impossible not to admire 
the skill, tlie mingled prudence and moderation with which 
it was even then conducted. He had to provide a govern- 
ment for India, to revive trade, to arrange for the payment 
of the public debt, to regulate and increase the revenue, and 
to restore many other national interests nearly ruined by 
the American war. He had to face in Parliament a combi- 
nation of by far the ablest men this country ever saw; 
sometimes in vehement contention, sometimes anticipating, 
sometimes bending to their suggestions ; but commonly 
holding the tedor of his way so wist'ly, that they had few 
substantial opportunities of finding fault. To uphold him 
indeed he enjoyed in an unusual degree the patronage of the 
people and tlie King. Yet without such a firm hold upon 
either on the ground of established rc])utation or of previous 
services, as to be certain of its continuance without the 
exertion on his own part of great political dexterity. Taken 
as it were upon trial he had a character to acquire. His 
father’s name provt'd a tower of strength upon which he 
securely reckoned, and doubtl(*ss it proved on his start in 
life the first and readiest passj)ort to public (esteem. 

To the King and people it was obviously necessary by 
the nature of the ground on which he stood, to pay assiduous 
court; and he did this without any seeming art or eftbrt, 
oscillating to one side or the other as circumstances required ; 
in favour with both yet subservient to n(‘ither, though 
exposed occasionally to the accusation of insincerity. If to 
the popular side he gave his vote, to the other he was 
charged w ith lending his secret influence —a charge not sub- 
stantiated. Yet were it tru(', the former might be an 
assertion of principle ; the latter possibly an unavoidable 
sacrifice to expediency, wdiich every Minister and almost 
every man must occasionally make in bis conn(‘xion with 
office or with the world. Up to the ]n?riod of the Krench 
Kevolution he had an arduous part to ]day in Parliament, 
and he played it w tdl. After that event, by the imprudence 
of Opposition in its admiration of the }>roci*edings in that 
country, he gained an accession of strength w hich fixed him 
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more firmly in hia seat than ever. His manners were some- 
what distant ; with neither the amenity of Pox nor the 
fi’aukness of Burke. His moral character stood high ; his 
prudence — the bctto'r part of talents perhaps as w ell as of 
courage — w as felt ; his personal disinterestedness experi- 
enced and acknowledged ; his rectitude of intention univer- 
sally believed Altogi'ther, the estimation in w hich he was 
held as a public and private man carried him througli even 
the disasters of the Prench war with little decrease of 
popularity. 

His elo(pience was that of busim'ss — precise, logical, 
fluent, with a command and choice of the best w’ords hitched 
into the best places which the most gifted men rarely pos- 
sess, and to w Inch a tall figure and fine toned voic(‘ gave 
great elh^ct. It was deficient however in variety, in splen- 
dour, in lelicity of illustration, in what may be termed those 
flashes of gtaiiiis which not only throw' light on an intricate 
and dillicult j)oint, but sometimes succeed in cutting the 
knot of a sophism, which cannot be clearly unravelled. It 
dealt little in classical quotation or allusion though he W'as 
an excelhmt classic ; it did not seem so much tlie emanation 
of a vast and comprehensive as of a boundi‘d but well- 
regulated intellect, and which ])robably caused Burke once 
to call him “ the sublim(‘ of mediocrity.” There is in it 
little of passion ; ft‘W of those overwhelming bursts w'hich 
surprise us frequently in Burke, and were soimdimes heard 
from Pox. In all these res])ects he was inferior to both, 
particularly the former, as well as in wit and sarcasm (though 
Ids sarcasms were fre({ui‘nt and bitt(‘r), and in vigour and 
fertility of imagination, lie adheres indeed in argument 
closer to the ])oint than either, but on the whoh* warms and 
interests us less, })Ossibly from the position he held com})elling 
him to stand so much u])on tke defensive. At the same time 
there was in his speeches amid great pow er, a simplicity and 
seeming integrity of manner that won confidence to w hat he 
said ; and besides being more brief than tliose of his great 
rivals, he ])ossesscd the still greater merit in the eyes of a 
cautious politician — that of never comndtting himself too 
decidedly ; of not saying too mucli or too little on doubtful 
points. One of his merits as an adndrer remarked was that 
of being able at any time to deliver “ a King’s Speech 
off-hand.” Pew men had more power ov(‘r the House of 
Commons where his speeches told w ith great eflect. But 
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although of a quite different character from those of lus 
father, they are likely to share the same fate as literary coai- 
positions — and also those of Fox — that is, never to be con- 
sulted a second time for any extraordinary originality of 
thought, exhibitions of genius, or the highest attributes of 
eloquence. 

In November 1783 Mr. Burke was elected Lord Rector 
of the University of Glasgow. His installation which took 
place in April following, drew a large concourse of s])ccta- 
tors including all distinguished for rank or eminence in the 
surrounding country’, anxious to see one of whom tliev 
had heard so much. Several literati, among wliom w*is 
Professor Dugald Stewart, accompanied him from Edin- 
burgh. An elegant speech expressed his thanks for the 
honour conferred, his regard for the learning and talent 
assembled within their walls, and his esteem for the national 
character by which he had been favourablv im{)rt‘ssed. 
“ They are a people,” he said to Mr. Windliam, “acute and 
proud, of much pretension and no inconsiderable perlbrm- 
ance ; and notwithstanding undue egotism ami t‘xct‘ssivo 
nationality on the whole very estimable.” Professor Lc*ech- 
man was the official medium of communication with him 
on such affairs of the College as were to be executed in 
London, one of the first being to see the Trustees of the 
celebrated Hunterian Museum, which had been a bequest to 
that University. 

In the new' Parliament, which met in Mav 1784 the 
chief effort of the late Paymaster was in moving (June 14th) 
a representation to the King on the late dissolution ; a 
“paper,” said Mr. Fox subsequently, “which would make 
the fame of some men, but which in the number and excel- 
lence of Mr. Burke’s productions was, perhaps, scarcely 
remembered.” Tw'o days afterwards on Aldi 3 rman Saw- 
bridge’s motion for a committee to inquire into the stah* of 
the representation, wdiich was supported by Fox, Sheridan, 
the Earl of Surrey, and others of lii.s own friends in adilition 
to Pitt, Burke opposed it in a very powerful spei^ch, fol- 
lowed by Mr. Hundas, Lord North, Mr. W. \V. Grenville, 
and Lord Mulgrave — exhibiting on this question a conqdete 
disjunction of party opinions. In discussing Mr. Pitt’s 
India Bill, he predicted several of its iuefficicujcies in a 
manner which a very competent judge of the matter 
(Sir John Malcolm) in a passing tribute to his memory as 
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one of the wisest men and greatest orators of our country, 
says have been realized to the letter. 

lie was not viewed however with much favour by many of 
the new members of the House. In common with Mr. Fox, 
he had incurred considerable odium, but unlike him had 
taken no pains to work it off. His habits being little laid out 
for ]K)pularity he did not now or at any time sufliciently court 
intercourse or familiarity with one class of society, or 
the noisy fr(‘edoin, the shaking of hands and hoisting 
upon shoulders of another. The latter in fact were not 
much to his taste. A pri'judice or combination, chiefly of 
the younger mem])ers of the House, was formed so strong 
against him, that themoimait of his I’ising l)(‘cani(‘ a signal for 
coLigldng or other symptoms of pointed dislil^e, by men who 
had no chance of success in conttmdiiig against him in any 
other manner. The s[»eech introducing the representation 
to th(‘ King was not rcjdital to, and tf>\vards its conclusion 
was received with aifected laughtiT. On three India ques- 
tions of minor moment, wlietluT owing to the unpopularity 
of himself or tin* subject he was almost overpo\vered by 
Conti tilled and violent vocilerat ion. And on another of 
these occasions instcaid of 1 hri'alening, like a late distin- 
guislied hauler ol‘ ()[)p(*sil ion (.Mr. Tierne\), when similarly 
assailed, “to sjieak ibrthnv houi’s longin’,'’ he slopped short 
in his argument to remark, “that he c(uild teach a pack of 
hounds to yelp with more nulodi and equal comprehension.’* 
At another time having occasion to rise with papers in 
his hand, a I’ongh country gentleman who had more ear 
])erha])s for this of th^ ftoands than for ])olitical 

discussion, exclaimed with something of a look of despair, 
“1 hoj)e till' Honourable (lentleman does not mean to read 
that large bundle of jiapers, and bore us willi a long speech 
into the bargain.” J\lr. ihirke is said to have felt so much 
irritation that incapable of utterance for some minutes, he 
ran out of the House. “Xe\er before,'’ said the facetious 
George Schvyn, win* told the story with great (‘fleet, “did I 
see the fabh‘ realized —a lion put to flight by the braying of 
an ass.” To muzzh' the (ion became the colloipiial term 
used at the time for these attempts to prevent his being 
heard; and as several of tiie younger frii'iids of the Minister 
were among the jirincipal actors concerned, he was accused 
of promoting it. It is certain that he then tliought him 



238 


LIFE OF BURFE. 


1784 .‘ 


his most formidable opponent, chudly on account of the 
variety of his powers which made it diilicult to give him 
what Mr. Fox’s less diversified mode of attack commonly 
received, a complete answer; and not uiifrequently it 
ruffled his (Mr. Pitt’s) temper. Tlie same reason, that of 
“muzzling the lion” towards himself, has been assigned for 
the Minister allowing the inquiry into the conduct of 
Mr. Hastings to go on after having in the first instance 
decidedly opposed it. An able anonymous writer* of that 
day expresses his surprise at the indecorous interruptions 
“given to a man possessed of an eloquence with which idl 
that remains of antiquity must lose in the com])etition.” 
The truth was, they had been so frequent towards other 
popular men, ^that on a motion by 8ir Georg(‘ Savile, a 
session or two before, the curious spectacle was exhibited of 
the Speaker (jMr. Cornwall) severely reprimanding a large 
body of members as “ a set of gentlemen who spi*nt m 'st of 
their time elsewhere and did not deem it necessary to 
attend to any part of the debate in order that they might 
decide with decency, or vote with conviction.” 

Two letters from India afforded him soiiu* food for medi- 
tion. — One from Lord Macartney, Governor of Madras, which 
spoke of the local authorities and practices of that country 
quite in his own strain of censure, and as a scene which from 
its wretched system of management he would gladly quit 
at the first good opportunity —the other from Sir William 
Jones then at Calcutta, deprecating his supposed resent- 
ment should he form any connexion or friendship with 
Mr. Hastings, of wliich he had been erroneously informed. 

Early in the year, he had h»st by death his fritmd Sir 
George Savile, one of the most amiable men of his time, 
with whom a close intimacy commenced about tin* time of 
his entrj" into Parliament, and continued without interrup- 
tion until dissolved by that which dissolvers all human 
connexions. Sir George was u man of upright intentions, 
warm heart, and considerable talents. To the latter it is no 
disparagement to say that in their parliamentary exertion he 
was frequently believed to be obliged to Mr. Burke for 
suggesting, shaping, and revising some of the measures he 
introduced into the House ; obligations indeed incurred in 


* Dr. Towers, then writing in the New Annual Register. 
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common with every other member of the party. To hia 
virtues and merit Mr. Burke paid an animated tribute in his 
speech at Bristol in 1783, alluding to the act in 1778 for 
relieving the Koman Catholics. To this worthy man and 
upright senator a very handsome statue is erected in York 
cathedral, lie is represented leaning on a pillar, holding in 
his hand a scroll on which is written. “ The Petition of the 
Freeholders of the County of York meaning the petition for 
parliamentary reform, on wdiich question liovvever he and his 
eloquent friend w holly diflered. On the front of the pedestal 
wind) is six feet higli, the height of the monument being 
altogether sixteen, is an inscription, from the pen of Burke. 

In tlie autumn, his house at Beaconsfield was entered in 
the night, and robbed of plate and other articles of value ; 
in allusion to the conveyance w’hicli it appeared brought the 
thieves from London to ellect it and carried thtan and tlieir 
booty back, he used familiarly to term it the curricle 
robbery. In London not long before his house had suffered by 
a similar depixdation. 8oon afterward he found time to draw* 
up for a distant relative, Mr. E. P. Burke, the outline of a 
course of “ Ijectures on Arts, ^Manufactures, and Commerce,” 
intended to be delivered by that gentleman at Merchant 
Taylor’s Hall, Bristol. They are said to have liorne the 
stamp of his characteristic genius, knowled ge, and compre- 
hensive acxjuaintance with commercial ])rinciples and history. 

About the same time death w'itiidn?w from this world his 
old acquaintance Lb'. Johnson, from whom in the vicissi- 
tudes of twenty-seven years, no estrangement occurred to 
interrupt tlu*ir mutual admiration and regard. Visiting 
him in his last illness w ith some other friends, Mr. Burke 
remarked that tlie presence of strangers might be oppressive 
to him. “ No, Sir,” said the dying moralist, “it is not so 
and I must be in a wretched state indeed wdien yovr com- 
pany would not bo a delight to me.” lie followed him to 
the grave as a mourni'r ; and in contemplating his cha- 
racter, apj)lied to it a line passage from Cicero wdiieh might 
equally suit his o\<i\—lntentuni enim animvm quasi arcum 
hahebat, nec languescens succumbebat senectiiH , — When 
some one censured Joliiison’s general rudeness in society, 
he replied with equal consideration and truth, '‘It is 
well, when a man comes to die, if ho has nothing w'orse to 
accuse himself of than some harshness in conversation.” He 
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often remarked tliat Johnson was greater in discourse tlian 
even in writing ; and that Bi»swell‘s Life was the best record 
of liis powers. In 171)0 he became one of the committee 
formed to erect a statue to his nu inory, when a ditlercnce 
of opinion arose as to \\ht'rt‘ it should be j)laced, Iteynolds 
proposing St. Paul’s, while Sir Joseph Banks, Metcalf, 
Boswell, and Sir William Scott preferred AVestminster 
Abbey. In the former opinion Burke coincided, observing 
with his usual pleasantry — “ That it woidd be indeeil 
‘ robbing Peter to pay Paul’ (alluding to tlu* saints to which 
they are dedicated) but still th(‘ reasons for transfer were so 
forcible as to make him think it rather an exchange than 
robbery.” 

Shortly before this he had lost by death another highly 
esteemed friend to whom allusion has been already made, 
General Haviland. Eesiding at. IVnn, in the neighbourhood 
of Beaconstield. a close intimac\ had coinuumced between 
the families, wliicl. ciMucnted by the subsequent union 
of the son of the late General with the nii'ce of Mr. Bitrke, 
continued with the utmost cordiality through lift*. The 
General wlio had sj)ent nearly all his days in the army, w’as 
a high spirited and most honourable old soldier, a companion 
of A\ olfe in America, and who became ])t‘rsonally known to, 
and highlv estenaned by George III. through souk* ani'cdotes 
told of his romantic generosity. On(‘ of th(?s(‘ may be 
mentioned. Having applied twice or thrice inellect ually for 
a commission for his own son, a vacancy at lengtli occurred 
in his own reginumt the loth, to which it was con^ich'red he 
had t:;“ ri.;ht of nomination. AVhilc the family congratu- 
lated liiiii on tlic ()j)portuiiity wdii(!h thus ])resi‘utcd ofaceom- 
plhshing his wishes without further trouble, lie said to their 
surprise h(‘ had altered his determination ; — the hoy could 

not have it. “There is,” said he, “young , who is 

more in want of it than he is ; his fatlua* gavt' me a eoinmis- 
sioii w ht ‘11 he might otherwise have disposed of it, and being 
now diaid and hi.^ family unprovided for, it is hut right 1 should 
repay to the son what 1 owa* to the father. — My hoy must 
wait — and the commi.ssiou was given away aecordingly. 

Airs Salisbury Haviland, his lady, well known among 
many of the wits of tin* time for possessing an original and 
vigorous mind, was mueh admir(‘d by Air. Burke wdio when 
in town frei^uently corn^spouded with her on the topics of 
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the day. She had a taste for poetry and wrote verses with 
ease and spirit. Her sisters, Mrs. Balfour and Miss Aston 
w'ho lived with her after the death of her husband, were 
likewise superior women ; and the former, who possessed a 
lively disposition, is said to have jjiven Harrick the first idea 
of the character of tlie Irish Widow in his farce of that 
name, by a trick played off in a familiar party upon the 
simplicity of Groldsmith, which I have rtdated else where. 

Among their acquaintances was Dean Marlay, frequently 
mentioned by Bosvvc‘ll for spriglitly and sociable qualities, 
who having passed a very agreeable day in the society of 
these ladies, sent them the following jtai d’esprit : — 

IirMllLY INSCRIH15D TO TWO CF.LEIIHATED COQUETTES. 

An nnxnu'}' to Mr-'t, Havilanti ^ who ashviJ or oufjht to have ashed, “ What 
is Co(juetnjl*' 

— Wliiit’s C(Kiui trv ? His Jteverenee — April weather, 

N<it tile same two hours tofrether ; 

Jiike a weather- cock still turninpr, 

Now ’tis free/.iiij^:, now 'tis burning' ; 

Now ’tis tender, now ’tis rude, 

Now ’tis formal like a jirude ; 

Youthful, heatitihd, and blooming', 

Wldle submissive still ]>resuming ; 

Every winning art expert in, 

Lovely, lively, and uiu'ertain ; 

FlaU’ring jmiinises stdl making, 

Promises each monmnt breaking ; 

►Sweetly tntling, guily ju'ating, 

Love in every breast creafin;; ; 

*Tis a dear bewitching sprite, 

Made of beauty, wit, and s}»ite ; 

Form’d to dtaa-ive and to subdue, 

And look like false lialfour and you. 

During the summer, ]\Ir, Burke received a visit from his 
old friend Mr. Shackle! on Jind his daughter, an ingenious 
lady alretidy introdiictal to the reader under the name of 
Leadbeater, who chariiu'd with the situation of his park 
and its vicinity, wrote a short ])t)cm descriptive of the 
scenery and mansion, with a faithful vskctch of the owner. 
To this h(j wrt)te allatti'ring rej)!}', and a criticism exhibiting 
his taste and jii(lgment on A\hat a descriptive piece should be. 

• Life of rioldsmitb, ISd?, vol. ii. p. 48.‘>. — Of this work two or three 
piracies have iippeared, c<piully disreputable to their compilers and des- 
titute of original infoniuitiun. 

B 
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His benevolence was frequently shown in administering 
medicine, of which he knew a litt lo of the simpler parts, to 
his poorer neighbours in the country, when they were unable 
to pay for more regular advice or too distant to procure it 
immediately ; and also to his servants and family. On one 
occasion in mixing some medicines for ]Mrs. Burke, he used 
a wrong one by mistake, and finding it likely to be pro- 
ductive of serious consequences, exj)(Tienced indescribable 
agony for a few hours until assured there was no farther 
danger. In allusion to this unpli'asant occurrence, he some- 
time afterwards used to say to l)r. Brocklesby, “ I mean to 
leave off pracliei', Doctor, for I fear 1 am little better than 
a quack.” Mrs. Leadbeater, in one of her visits at Beacons- 
lieid discovered liim when sought for some other purpose, 
busily occupied in prepaiang a large stock of pills for the 
indigent of tlie vicinity — an employment in which he dis- 
played considerable dexterity. 

To beggars lie was kind and charitable, showing more 
compassion to the itinerant class than is generally exhibited, 
in conformity with the customs of Ireland, where from 
there being then no poor laws, more consideration was 
displayed to such objects than in this country. All the 
silver which he carried out in going for a walk was usually 
disposed of in this way, so that if a hackney coach brought 
him to the door, he was unable to discharge' it without 
procuring the means from the hou.se. He would not admit 
that persons refused to assist travelling mendicants from 
policy. “ No, Sir,” said lu*, in conver.sat ion on the subject, 
“ it is only an apology for saving their money.” Some 
years after tliis time, ^\hen enfeebled by infirmity and grief 
for the loss of his sou, he wa.s walking in the neighbourhood 
of Beaconsfield with two ladies, one of them his niece, a 
beggar-man rather advanced in years accosted tliem request- 
ing assistance. IMr. Burke after a few questioms gave liim a 
shilling. “ I wonder, mv dear Sir,” n*marked om* of the 
ladies, with rather more freedom or caution than he thought 
neees.sary, as they walked on, ” you should bi'stow upon those 
people who are generally worthless characters, so much. 
What you have just now' given will be spent in 

Madam,” replied he emphatically, after a pause, and 
assuming a grave aspect, “ he is an old man ; — and if gin be 
his comfort, let him have gin'"* 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Count de Mirnheau — Speech on the Nabob of Arcot’s debts — Report of 
tl»e Shipwreck of his Son — Irnpeachinent of Mr. Ilastiufrs — Perora- 
tion on openiii}? the Chur^^es — Visit to Ireland by Mr. Burke — Cfm- 
versations witlj a (ieiitlenian in London — Jx'Jters to Lord (’harletnont 
— Mr. Hardy’s aceount of him— Preface to Bellendeiiua — Epitaph on 
the Marquis of Uockin|rhain. 

Early in tliis year (1785), he received on a short visit al 
]h‘:iconsth‘ld the celel)rat(‘d Count do Mirabeau, destined 
afterwards to fiufure so prominently in the Frencli Kiwolii- 
tion. He laid come to Eni^land on some literary projects, 
was already wi'll known and reecivi‘d by st'veral ptTsons of 
distinction, amoiic: wliom wert* Jiord Lansdowm^ and Sir 
Gilbert Elliot. Hy the hitt(T, with whom lu' bad be(‘n school- 
fellow, be was introduced to Burkt‘, as iiidt'od were most 
other eminent foreii^iuTs w ho Jound lb(‘ir way to HnL,daiid: hut 
we have no record of what either of t b(‘s(‘ pcrs()na^^(\s then 
thouLdit of the other. ])urin<; tli(‘ r(‘ii*n of tht' foi-mer over the 
National Assembly, however, whole sjau'ches ol’ the Irish 
orator were jm-ssed into his servico and unsernpulonsly used 
as his own — a ])roc(‘('dinLj; adopted by him towards many other 
writers likewise, whose ari^nnuMits or maniuT assisted such 
views as he hnd in prospect. The res])onse of Burke was hy 
no imauis so com|ilim('ntary ; for ^vritin^• in Fehruarv, 1701, 
shortly before tlu' Fn'uch leader’s d(‘ath, ami when Ins pro- 
jects for tlu‘ re-t‘stablishineiit of tlie !h\v:il authority weit‘ 
unknown in Enirland, lu'thns u rot (.‘jocularly to a Hr. \V"ood- 
ford in allusion to 11 h‘ Abbe ^laurv, ])ayinjj; him a visit — “ 1 
hav(r had tlu' C'ount de Hirahi'an in my house; will lu* (the 
Abbe) submit afterwards to enter under tlu^ same roof? I will 
have it ])nrified and exj)iated, and 1 shall look into th(^ best 
f)nnulas from the time ol* llomer downwai-ds for that purj)ost*. 
1 will do everything but imitate the S|)nniard, Avho burned his 
house because the Conuctable de Ihmrhoii had been lodged 
ill it. That ceremony is too (*x])ensi\(' for my finances.” 

In the session commencing 25th .January 17S5, no notice 
being taken of the India Company’s affairs in the Speech from 
the Throne, Mr. Burke m()Vt‘d an anu'ndiiu'nt supported hy 
Mr. Fox. In allusion to the Governor Gi'iieral he observed, 
that “ there was at that moment in India as great a 
phenomenon as ever the world had produivd — a person 
who stood not as a delinquent, hut as a criminal in the eyes 
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of that House — whose criminal charge was on the records 
ol their journals, and whose recall had been ordered by that 
House. Nevertheless, in defiance of their authority, 
that criminal was at this moment commanding our armies 
and directing the expenditure of our revenues in Hengal.’* 
He likewise took part on the subject of the Westminster 
scrutiny, in whith the Minister was accused of showing as 
much resentment towards jMr. Fox, as hc' had done in the 
preceding session towards the Member for iVIalton. On the 
question of the cotton tax ; on that of the treatment of 
convicts under sentence of transportation ; on the sinking 
fund ; and in addition to others of less moment, on the Irish 
commercial propositions, he took part. Though siding chiefly 
with Opposition on this point, he was ll‘^s active than usual 
on the latter, a feeling of delicacy prt'venting him as he 
said in reply to an allusion from Mr. Pitt, from balancing 
minutely and invidiously conflicting ciaims ladwccn the 
country of his nativity and that of Ins adoption. The latter 
had raised him from nothing to stations of liigh ])ublic trust 
and honour, with the power to legislate not for any one class 
of persons, or for any one spot howeviT dear that spot 
might be to him, but for the general interests of the kingdom 
at large. 

The Minister’s motion for reform in the representation 
drew from llurko some pointed animadversions, demanding 
how Ac of all men could assume that the ])eo|)le were not 
sufiiciently represented in that House, w hen he daily boasted 
that his ow n ])lace and preptnulerance tliere were solely 
owing to the voice of the people ? The urguuuMit was un- 
answerable. On the govi*rnment bill for regulating the 
public ofl’ices which Sheridan termed a mere ratcutehing 
measure, he was equally severe, and continuing the allusion 
to matters of petty reform, ludicrously (pmtcal — 

“ Mice and rats, and such small deer, 

Had been Tom’s food I'or seven lonj<^ year — ” 

while he contrasted its biting and impraeticahh* economy 
with the profusion countenanced in India, w hich would ulti- 
mately fall on the shoulders of England. This tlumie, India, 
now" chiefly occupied all his thoughts, as he thus expressed 
it — “At all hours and seasons, in the retirements of summer, 
in the avocations of the winter, and ev(‘n amid the snows 
(alluding to the ill reception he had expeiienced the pre- 
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ceding session) that had lately been showering on my head.” 
Besides the amendment to the Address already noticed, he 
subsequently supported motions by other members on tlie 
same fruitful subject of India. 

But his great (dfort of the session, February 2Sth, was on 
the debts of the Nabob of Arcot, one of those outpourings of a 
fertile and vigorous intellect which on an unpromising theme 
and under the disadvantage of rising la^t in tlie debate, seemed 
to combine all tliat could instruct, dazzle, and (?vt‘n overpower 
the hearer. It has been said to be in some parts llorid. But 
in energy, in rhetorical address, in a minutt* knowledge ot 
India and especially of the intricacies of tlie qiK'stion itself, in 
the boldness of his attacks upon those oi* th(‘ Company’s 
servants who w(‘n^ considiTi'd by their intrigiu*s to have laid 
the foundation of these debts, in the clearness of his narrative 
and detail, it was deemeil (*qual to any tiling evcT di'livered in 
Parliament. The oppri‘ssions ('xm'cised upon th(‘ neiglibour- 
ing state of I’anjore by the Nabob and his agents, were 
known to Burke from private information, as well as from 
public docuiiK'iits. J 1(‘ characterized the (*hief agmit and eouti- 
sellor of his 1 1 ighness on thes(‘ occasions, JNlr. Ihmiield, as 
“ the old betrayer, insulter, oppressor, and scourge of a coun- 
try which has i'or years been an obj(‘ct of an uiireniitted, but 
unhappily an iiiuMpial struggle, Ix'twiaai th(‘ bounties of 
Providence to rcnovatt‘ and t he wicktalness of man to dc*s- 
troy.” {Some of the spirit of tin* spi'ecli is saiil to have 
evajioraied in the jirinted report. On this subjt'ct be had in 
the following month some cori*es|)ondeiice wiihLord Tliurlow. 

Shortly after this period he sulhnvil great agony of mind 
for a time in coiis(*quenct‘ of a newspaper account of the 
loss in a violent storm oif the coast of Holland, of a 
Harwich ])acket in which his son had embarked for the con- 
tiiumt. Fortunately tin* rt*port prtived iintriu*. He arrived 
in safety, and after visiting Holland, Flamlers, and some of 
the adjoining states, was received with some distinction in 
the Court and capital of Franco. During liisfatlu'r’s tenure 
of power, he had been ajqiointed joint-ri‘c('iver with Dr. 
King of the revenues of the Crown Lands, held for life. 
After the death of the Marquis of Kockingham, Earl Fitz- 
williani had tnade him auditor of his accounts. 

The re-election of the Member for IMalton as Lord Ttector 
of Glasgow University having taken place in November 1784 
he proceeded thither toward the end of August this year 
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accompanied by Mr. Windham, to be again installed. The 
ceremony finisbed, he made a tour of some length to the 
usual picturesque resorts of travellers in that country, and 
experienced as most admirers of Nature and her works 
acknowledge no slight jdeasure from their number and 
variety. No particulars of this journey seem to have been 
preserved, excepting a romantic story of meeting by accident 
with a young lady, who being unable to enter the matrimo- 
nial state, in consequence of Iut lover having no provision 
for their support, the travellers like true knights-erran 
succoured the distressed damsel by procuring an appoint- 
ment for her betrothed in India. Burke writing in the 
end of October to Shackle! on thus shortly adverts to the 
excursion — “I have luul a very pleasant tour over a cou- 
>iderahh^ part of Scotland, and have seen the works both of 
(irod anil man, in some new and striking forms.” 

At the opening of the next session, January 24th, 178t), 
lie entered on oik? of tlie most tempestuous sceiu‘s of bis life 
— nearly th(‘ whole of which was a political storm — in the 
prosiK'ution of the late Ooveruor (xeneral of India, w'ho had 
recently arrived in England. This storm indeed was of his 
own creation. But it was raised in no spirit of passion, in- 
terest, or malevolence. To him.self it became a sjicrifice of t^ase 
to tlu* gi’cat interests as he conceived of justice and humanity, 
in ordi’r to restrain the strong from ill-doing, and throw the 
shield of law !ind ])rincipie over the most helpless race of 
peoj)le under British dominion. Such was his design ; and in 
the opinions of statesmen it has been fully accomplished.* 

^lucli consideration is required adequately to appreciate? 
the degree of moral courage necessary for this undertaking. 
Nothing so ardiioLis or laborious liad ever fallen to a member 
of the English legislature; for though the work was in some 
measuri‘ divided, infinitely the greatiT part fell to his share, 
it was indeed a moral labour of Jlercuh's. Not only umrom- 
mon capacity of mind was required, but the most eflective and 
])opular, and Barliam(?ntary ivorkini/ talents; an utter disre- 
gard of difliculty ; a vast fund of local knowledge; a per- 
severance ill mental and bodily labour not to bi‘ conquered; 
a contempt for obloquy and reproach of every kind such as 
few men had fortit ude enough to encountiT; an acquain- 
tance with the powers, interests, habits, actual condition, 

• Lord John Runsrll’a Memorialfl and Correspondence of Fox, vol. ii. 
Ilii Lordship has a jjood passujje on this subject. 
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intrigues, and even villanies of nearly all India, such as no 
man and scarcely any body of men out of the country, could 
be expected to possess. 

The accused, besides, was no inconsiderable man. lie was 
supposed to possess the personal good opinion of the King.* 
lie liad acquired the lavour of the 33oard of Control. He 
enjoyed tlie support of tin* India Cornpajiy which had pro- 
fited by his sway. He had aggrandized the nation itself, 
which satisfied with its acquisitions, felt little curiosity to 
inquire into tlie means employed to pnaaire them ; and in fact 
the subject for two or three years prcA ioiisly would scarcely 
be listened to in Parliament. He had governed a vast em- 
pire for a series of years, and 'was of course enabled to profit 
by the w'chght, in ail cases great, which authority bestows, 
lie had not only amassed a coinjudent fortune himself, but 
what was of more' consequence to his political interests, had 
enriched luon* men than any half doz(‘n J^rnne IMinisters of 
England put together. He had iieeessarily many friends 
and a vast number of apologi.sts, s(‘\eral of w hom were in 
Parliament, others in ditferent situations of iniluenee, who 
from the oblique monility witli whieh all India questions were 
treated, searei'Iy eonsich'red as offenees tber(‘, \\ hat in England 
they would have stigmatized as un(|iiestionable crimes. In 
addition to all th(‘se, the (‘videmee had to come from a vast 
distance; qualiiied by some who thought the blame ought 
rather to fall on the ag<‘n1s than on tlit* ])riiu*ij)al ; by some 
who lu'sitated to eoiuleinn ])roeeodings which liad been the 
source of their own gain; by some who shrunk from the 
odium of eoniing forw ard or being eoiisidm-ed as j)ublie ae- 
eiisers ; all whieh eireiimstanees were observed to operate 
powerl'ully in the subsequent evidence gi\en upon the trial 
of lIio (jTOvernor General. 

Against all these considerations, against the opinions of 
some of his own ])arty, and in some degnv against his own per- 
sonal int(‘rt‘sts, Mr. Purke determinedly persevered, wdimiug 
a large ])ortioii of the nation over to his opinion before 
the entl of tlui session, and what w as of no h.'ss moment, eoii- 

• Diirinjjr the trial a caricature was exhihited of Mr. Hastiness trundling 
his Majesty in a wiirrlliarrow, with the label, “ What a man buys he niav 
sell.” '* Well,” said the King good-humour(*dly on seeing it, “ I have 
been represented in many extraordinary situations, but in a Avheelbarrow 
is Boinetliing new.” 
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straining the Minister who displayed symptoms of hostility 
at first to the subsequent observance of impartiality. If he 
eventually failed in convicting the accused on account of legal 
technicalities it is less matter for wonder, tlian that under so 
many obstacles and in the teeth of so many powerfid interests, 
he could carry the cause to a decision. But the sentence of 
the House of Lords was a matter of minor im])(>rtauce in 
his opinion. The moment the impeaclnncnt was voted by 
the Commons, he felt as hc' often said that the great end 
for which he undertook it- public justice — was answered. 
The result he foresaw from tin* iirst. Writing to Mr. 
Francis preliminary to a visit fnun him and Mr. Fox, in 
Dec. 1785 on the course of pr(K*(‘edings to be adojdc'd toward 
the late Governor General of India, he states their diliiculties, 
the varieties of opinion, and the op]H)sition to he encoun- 
tered from friend and foe pretty clearly. “ S])ealving for 
myself, my business is not to consider what will convict j\Ir. 
Hastings (a thing we all know' to be impracticable) but what 
will acquit and justify myself to those lew j)ersons, and to 
those distant times, which may take a concern in these alfairs 
and in the actors in them.” 

To those who kiu'w little of his charaettr, tin* motive for this 
gratuitous labour reinairu'd a ])uzzle, or was solved by the un- 
founded idea that it arose from slight show n by tin* Governor 
General to Mr. AV^illiam Burke. It is possible indeed, re- 
membering how the inquiry was forwarded by JMr. Fox, that 
some latent feeling existed of indirectly justifying the India 
bill by exposing to general indignation the i‘]n)i*miti(*s wdiich 
that measure was meant to correct. But the great and 
direct induecunent btyond all question, was a dtdestation of 
any thing like ojipression (»r injustice inherent in the man. 
It was not simjily a moral ])rinci])le but an ingrafted feeling; 
too ardent and unrestrained for tlu* imposing station he 
occupied in the country, but which had been shown in all 
the chief actions of his life, jiublic and private. — In U{)holding 
against oppression the Commons of America at one time — 
the King, Nobility, and Clergy of France, at another; in 
resenting the tyranny attempted to be exi'rciscd ovt*r him by 
Hamilton in the early part of his life; and what he eonsi- 
dered the harshness, reproacdi and injury shown him hy Mr, 
Fox and others of the party towards its declim*. “In whose 
breast,” as he subsequently said of himself, “ no anger, 
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durable or vehement, has ever been kindled but by wbat be 
considered as tyranny.” llis pbilantbropy and integrity 
were constantly* eulogized in the House of Commons by all 
the eminent men most opposed to him on public affairs, and 
never more so than during the Avhole ])rogress of this prose- 
cution. It is necessary also to rememl)er that it was no 
sudden burst of j)assioji, no transient or immediate feeling 
of resentment, but adopted after much juid serious delibera- 
tion Sinc(‘ 17S(), when, as member of th(‘ Select Committee 
of the House of Commons, the conduct of iMr. Hastings had 
been attacked and investigated before him, he had constantly 
recomnuMuled his recall, and expressed an opinion that he 
des(‘]‘ved ])unishm(‘nt. He had no other dislike to that 
geiithunan he said, than a conviction of his mis-government, 
})ersevered in against rej)(‘at(‘(l reinonstranci‘s and orders. 
He knew nothing otherwise oi* him. He and the rest of the 
ComniitttH' laid begun with vSir Elijah Im])ey and only ])icked 
up Mr. Hastings in tlu‘ir way. JHs attiaition once excited 
to a subj(‘ct so important to the good of our Indian em])ire, 
there aj)peareil ample matter for further in(|uiry ; almost 
every frc'sh arrival from tlu* East added to tla* list of alleged 
opprt'ssions or offenees hy the Coveiaior (.it'iHM’al. Strong 
dissatisffu'tion, alt ('mating with ^otes of appritbation, had 
been ex[)r(*sse(l at his conduct by tlu* (\)urt of Diri'ctors at 
liome ; but orders for recall Aven* so intermingled with orders 
to remain, that to many not in the secret, the proceedings at 
the India House became a riddle. The main solution w’as, 
that the Directors thought many of his nu'asures w rong and 
desirt'd his return ; the Proprietors on the othi'rhaud, simply 
found them profitahh', and therefore wislu'd him to rmnain. 

In 1776 the former votc'd his recall. Tlu' l:itt(*r body as 
was then in tht'ir ])ower according to the charter, at a 
Geiu'ral Court n'scindcvl the oi’der. Shortly af(('rward ^Fr. 
Grant and IMr. Macli*ane, a former friend of Burke and noAv 
the conlidential agent of Mr. Hastings, arrived and tendered 
tin; ri'signat ion of the lath'r, which Avas accepted. But the 
Governor General, iinding himself taken at his Avord, denied 
having given that gentleman any such authority, and reso- 
lutely kept his station ; Avhile Macleane having perished at 
sea on his return from India, this extraordinary misunder- 
standing was never explained to the Avorld In 1779, 1780, 
1781, in settling the government, be avsvs continued. In 
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1782, Mr. Dimdas as Chairman of the Secret Committee, 
moved and carried a string of severe resolutions against him, 
among others liis recall, n liich was ordered accordingly ; but 
the Proprietors having still by the constitution of the 
Company tlie power so to do, again negativ(‘d the order. At 
length in February 1785, he quitted Bengal of his own 
accord, just as Lord Macartiuy had been appointed to it 
from Madras, but whose assum})tion of the supreme authorit}* 
it was declared by ]\lr. Hastings and his party they had 
determined to resist even by force, had that nobleman arrived 
in Calcutta before he embarked. 

On reaching England, the Directors passed a vote of 
thanks for his long and meritorious services, though for years 
they had complained that his proce(‘dings were most ob- 
jectionable; tliat lie desj)ised their authority ; and never paid 
the sliglitest regard to their ordi*rs when tlicy happened k) 
be at variance witli his own opinions. And Mr. Dundas 
had already d(‘clared that ‘Otr. Hastings rarely (piitted Cal- 
cutta that his track was not followt‘d by the deposition of 
some prince, the d(‘sertioii of some ally, or the depopulation of 
some country.” All these circumstances, in adilitioii to many 
specific and well-known otleuccs, tended to confirm Mr. Burke 
in his purpose, and to belitwe that his inotivt’s at any rate 
for inquiring into tlie conduct of such a refractory and 
violent servant could not bo questioned. Alluding to these 
during the jmeliininarv proccetlings lu* observ(‘(l : 

“ Least of all could it be said with any colour of truth 
that he was actuated by ])assion. Ai»g(*r, indeed, he had 
felt, but surely not a blameable ang(‘r ; for ^^ho ever heard, 
of an inquiring anger, a digesting anger, a collating anger, 
an examining anger, or a seh‘<'ting angei*? J’he anger he 
had felt was an uniform, steady, public ])rineiph‘, without any 
intermixture of private animosity ; that angi‘r, which five 
years ago warmed his breast, be felt jirecisely the same, and 
unimpaired, at that moment.” “ Let who will shrink back,” 
said he, touching on the same ilienic, in 17S5, “ I shall be 
found at my post. Baffled, diseountenanced, subdued, dis- 
credited, as the caus(‘ of justice and humanity is, it will bo 
only the dearer to mo. Whoever, theri'fure, shall at any 
time bring before you any thing toward the relief of our dis- 
tressed fellow-citizens in India, and towards the subversion 
of the present most corrupt and oppressive system for its go- 
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vernmcnt, in mo shall find a weak, T am afraid, but a steady, 
earnest, and faithliil assistant.” T(jn years afterward when 
the trial had been disposed of, he again alluded to his 
motives. “ Were I to call for a reward (which 1 have never 
done), it should he for those (s(Tvices) in which for fourteen 
years, without intermission, 1 have showed the most in- 
dustry, and had the least success ; I mean in the afiairs of 
India. They are those on which I valmwnystdf the most ; 
most for the importance; most for the labour ; most for the 
judgment ; most for constancy and perseverance in the pur- 
suit. Othc}\s maij value them moat for the intention. In that 
surelj/ thet/ are not mistaken^ 

The beli(‘f in ]\lr. Hastings's guilt was very general in 
India as well as in England, by those who had the nearest 
views of what was going on. Among these in addition to 
many others, was the late jMr. (Aiarh's (Irant whose know- 
ledge of India, inti'grity, and abilities wei'o equally un- 
questioned, and to whom for mninent services a statue has 
been vob'd by the Company. To the last moment of his 
life this gentleman stedfastly ])(‘rsev(Ted on all occasions in 
the strongi'st censure of the obnoxious (Jiovernor General, 
and as firmly re^isted every proposition that could be con- 
sidered complimentarv to his memory. From authority 
which the writer canmA question, he is likewise informed, 
that the late Marquis AVellesley who ought to have a sound 
judgmiait on the matter, entertaiiual no doubt whatever of 
the guilt of ]\lr. Hastings, particularly on the first three 
charges; and that lie ought to liave betai convicted. In 
addition to tliis, it is wi‘ll kjiow n that jMr. Dundas under 
Lord North’s admijiistralion, was the first accuser of Mr. 
Hastings ; procured the vote for his recall ; and tlireatened 
him witli punishment. IMr. Francis also, in the debate in 
17SS on Hh? propj’iety of making him a manager of the im- 
peachment boasted, that ‘Hie supplied the information, 
furnished the mati'rials, and pi'ompfeit the prosecution, and 
therefore ho would not stand aloof if the house thought 
propiT to employ him in Unit eapacity.” It is therefore 
extremely unjust to consider Mr. Burke, as is frequently 
done through ignorauee or malice, either as the origiual 
accuser or as the onlif instigator of a jirosecution which un- 
questionably arose from pure motives in several eminent men. 

The obloquy cast upon him during the trial, in books, 
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pamphlets, and newspapers, in verse and in prose, in private 
and in many public discussions not exc(*ptin" even the courts 
of law, was as great as thattlirown on the Governor General 
A stranger in reading the publications of tlie day, would 
have been almost at a loss to tell the accused irom the 
accuser. His language on all occasions, the arrangements 
during the proceedings, the smallest inadvertency commit t(*d 
by the other managers, and ])artieularly the length of the 
trial which arose more from the nature ol‘ the House of 
Lords as a Court of .ludicature and the mode of defence', than 
from the managers, proved fruitful themes of abuse directed 
against Mr. Burke alone. To forward this sums of money to 
the amount it is said of £20,000 wen' distribute'd for that ])ur- 
pose to the press. An iiu])rudcnt dispute between the agent 
of the prisoner, jMajor Scott, and a ])rinter of a iK'wspaper, 
disclosed a bill which (‘xcitt'd some amusement wlu'ii made 
public, the iteins regularly mark<‘d and charged running 
thus — “ Letters against Mr. Burke,” “Stricturt's upon the 
conduct of Mr. Burke,” “ Attacking ]\[r. Burke’s vi'racit},” 
the latter being charg(*d at live shillings — a small sum he 
jocularly remarked, for such a purpose — and others of similar 
import.* In addition to these, scpiibs without number issued 
from various quarters, one of which, Simkin’s U'tters, tliough 
not the best of their class, fornu'd a tolerably fair and 
amusing satire on the conduct and speecht's of the cliief 
managers, without more censure of Burke than siieh things 
prescriptively claim. The opening allud(*s to one of his pecu- 
liarities : — 

With rc.sprct to procfssiori^, and taking of jHaocs, 

Bv Masters and .Indires, and J..ordshi]>s and Graces ; 

According' to pruniisc, I now shall dt scrihe 
The procession of Burke, and hks ckKpicnt tribe. 

First Edmund walks in at the head of tin- group 
The powerful chief of that powerful troo]) ; 

What awful soletniiiry’s seen in his g-ait, 

AVhile the nod of his head beats the time to his feet. 

An epigram, said to be w'rittcn by Lord Elh'iiborough, 
then one of tbe prisoner’s counsel and the idea ol’ which 
though not ackuovvledgt'd, is borrowed from Mr. Burke him- 
self in a passagt' in the letter to Lord Kenmare, was de- 
livered to him ill a note just before opening one of the 
charges, in order that the sting mignt discompose him in the 
performance of this duty, but he calmly conveyed it to his 
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pocket without emotion. It is remarkable that the reputed 
author of this, after being repeatedly reprimanded on tlie 
trial for his violence of language, lived to exhibit on the 
judgment seat where above all other places it is least excu« 
sable, the irritability which he had censured in Mr. Burke, 
for whom as an accuser at the bar there was some apology. 
A conviction of the guilt of the Cxoveriior General remained 
in the mind of the latter to the last hour of his life, and was 
expressed to his friends whenever t he su})ject was mentioned. 
To others not so intimate he was nearly as unreserved. 

During the progress of the investigation, Mr. Pitt re- 
peatedly said that it was conducted by the right honourable 
g(mtleman (Mr. Burke*) with every degree of fairness, 
openness, and candour, of which it w'as susceptible. “ The 
affairs of India,” said Mr. Pox, ‘‘ had lung been hid in a 
darkness as Ijostile to iiujuiry as it was friendly to guilt; but 
by till' ex(‘rtions of ONi-: man, tliose clouds had been dissi- 
patcid. His ard(‘nt virtue, his sublime genius, and that 
glowing enthusiasm so essential to both, had, with the ap])Ii- 
cation of j^ears, left them notldng of iiifonnation at pr(*sent 
to desire.” lie fr(‘(\u(‘ntly stated that no man but his right 
honouniblc friend could have accomplished the more tliau 
Herculean task of the investigation itself, or surmounted the 
incessant and vexatious ditlicullies at every ste]) thrown in 
his way. Thes(*, during tlu^ trial in the Lords, were of an 
extraordinary nature, scarcely a point of eviileiicc being ad- 
mitted against the prisoiu r without quibble and cavil, dis- 
cussion and adjonrninent, and ultimately from the forms of 
law, a division in his favour. No reader pi'rhaps but a lawyer 
will be satished with the course of the trial. Pew consci- 
entious mi'll will he pleased xvith the result of it, or the 
means uniforndy adopted to evade inquiry into the merits of 
the transactions themselves, xvhich in the eye of morality 
wdll leave Mr. Hastings if not a gnilty man, at least a sus- 
pected one. In till' general opinion, as well as in that of an 
acute historian, if his accusers did not prove his guilt, he 
himself did not ])rove his innocence.* 

On the question of delay in the trial urged pretty fre- 
quently in 1790, Mr. Burke alleged that, though nominally 
of some years’ duration, it was iu reality only sixty-four 
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days, at four hours each day. The managers could not pos- 
sibly be responsible for the delays, prorogations, andad journ- 
inents of the House of Lords with which they had nothing 
whatever to do ; that even sixty-four days was not an unpre- 
cedented thing ii. their own House, for an Election Committee 
had continued ninety days ; and that as the number of the 
charges and the magnitude of tl»e offences were greater than 
had ever been laid to the charge of any oin‘ impeached by 
that House, so no fair comparison could be drawn between 
the periods required for trial- Mr. Pitt repeatedly declared, 
that, looking to the magnitude and difficulty of the undcT- 
taking, he did not think there was any ground for the charge 
of delay. If any unnecessary delay existial, assuredly it 
rested not with the managers. Many attributed it to the 
artifices of the defendant or his lawyers. Mr. Huudas 
pointedly said, “ there seemed no litfle art used in the 
clamour aliout diday, for it was always raised towards the 
end of a session, but never at tlu^ beginning of it when steps 
might possibly be taken to provide a rmiualy. ISo share of 
the blame rested with that Housi* or with the managers. If 
there were any delay in the trials it lay he cared not who heard 
him or where his decla?'afion miyht be repeated, at the door of 
the House of Lords.'''* It appears by eomputalion, that had 
the House sat as an ordinary Court of rlndieaturi' ten hours 
a day, the trial would have been finished in two months. 

Another charge was the inlemperanct‘ and asperity of his 
language towards the prisoner. To tins it has been replied 
with great truth, that no prosecutor’s temjier was ever 
before so tried by difiiculties of evXTV kind, by objections, 
by cavils, by libels without mimbiT out of doors; by taunts, 
by irritating language, and imlireel <-ensiire within ; and 
towards the close of the trial by tlu‘ obvious distaste 
towards the jiroseeution itself display ihI by soim‘ members of 
the Court which he had to address. One remarkable instance 
of this excited general notice. On the 25tli of IMay 171)8, 
when cross-examining Mr. Auriol, and jiushing him closely 
at some length on account of the obvious distaste of the 
witness to be as explicit as was desired, his old aequaintanco 
the Archbishop of York who resumed his former j)rivilegc of 
being rude and even insolent, and had already evinced strong 
symptoms of impatience, — (‘hiefly it was surmised becau.se his 
son had been in high and profitable employments in India 
under Mr. Hastings, started up and said that “ he exarnmed 
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the witness as if he were examining not a gentleman but a 
pickpocket; that the illiberality of the managers in the 
course of the long trial could not be exceeded by Marat 
and E-obespierre, had the conduct of the trial been committed 
to them.” Burke, with great dignity and forbearance, and 
his accustomed presence of mind replied, “ I have not in my 
public capacity heard one word of what has been spoken, 
and I shall act as if I had not.” “ U])on reading the 
printed niiiuites of the evidence with due care,” says an his- 
torian, with whom, however, from political caust's, ]\lr. Burke 
does not stand so well as he otherwise might — “ 1 ])crceive 
that Mr. Burke treated the witiu'ss as an unwilling witness, 
which he evidently was: as a witness wlio though incapable 
of perjury was y(‘t desirous of keeping back whatever was 
unfavourable to Mr. Hastings, ami from whom information 
unfavourable to ]\Ir. Hastings if he ])ossessed it must be 
extorted by that ('oerciou which it ia the nature and to the 
very purpose of cross-examination to apply. Of the tones 
employed by ^Ir. Burke, the more reader of the minute 
cannot judg(‘; but of the questions tliere set down, there is 
not one which a])proaclies to indecorum, or makes one undue 
insinuation. It was tin* Bight Bc'verend IVelate, therefore, 
who betrayed an intemjxTate mind, wliich as ill accorded 
with tlic justice of the case, as wdth the decencies of either 
his judicial or sacerdotal character.”* 

The facts of tlie trial which immediately relate to the 
chi('f manager are sj)eedily told. On the IGth of June 
1785, Mr. Hastings arriveil in England ; and on the 20th Mr. 
Burke gave notice oi‘ an inquiry into his conduct next session. 
Accordingly, the very day of the meeting of Parliament, 
Major Scott trusting it a])peared to a bedief that the minister 
w^mld negative' tin* motion iV>r inquiry, called upon IMr. Burke 
to procec'd ; and received the rej)ly c)f tlu' Duke of Parma to 
Henry IV. of Prance when challenged to bring his forces 
into the field and instantly decide their disputes — that he 
knew" very wa'll w hat to do, and had not come so far to be 
directed by an enen ly . Mr. Y ox declared that if his Bight Hon. 
friend did not bring it forward, other members should sup- 
ply his place ; a suflicient indication that it w*as a general, 
not as was said, an individual measure. In Eebruary and 
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March, Mr. Burke moved for various papers, and declared 
his intention to proceed by impeachment at the bar of the 
House of Lords. In April the charges were delivered in. 
June the 1st he opened the first charge, — that of driving 
the Kohillas from their country — which tliough formerly 
reprobated by the House as an iniquitous })roceeding was 
now lield not to afford matter for crimination. To the 
second brought forward by Mr. Box, that of the tyranny 
exercised over the llajah of Benares, IMr. Pitt assentea, 
when the friends of the Governor Gtmeral turning round upon 
the Minister, accused him loudly of treachery, asserting they 
had been led by hints and promises to expect a different result. 
Tlie remaining charges wtTe gone tlirough in the succeeding 
session, commencing 25th January 1787, and approved 
in general by the ]\linister, Mr. 81uTidan o])ening with the 
celebrjited speech on the Begum charge. A committee of 
impeachment was then ^med. On the 25th of* April the 
articles were delivered in bv the chairman. !Mr. Burke; on 
the 9th of May considered; when ]\lr. Pitt, in the very 
8trong(‘st language lie could ust‘ voteil heartily and con- 
scientiously he said for the impeachment. Next day Mr. 
Burke accused the prisoner at the bar of the House of 
Lords, in the name of the Commons of England. 

After a few preliminary prc»cee(lings, in the session of 
1787-17S8, in which he complained of being wholly crippled by 
the rejection of Mr. Francis as a memlxT of the Com- 
mittee, Westminster Hall was opened in form tlie 13th of 
February, when he led the procession lhitli(‘r, being as well 
as the othei* managers in full dress, followed by the House of 
Commons, Clerks of Parliament, Masters in Chancery, the 
Serjeants-at-law, Judges, House of iVers, and Koval Family, 
the Priiiee of "Wales being last. Two days were occupied 
in preliminary bii.siness. On the 15th, before eight o’clock 
in the morning, tliough the proceedings did not commence 
before twelve, the Hall was crowded to excess, one liiiiidred 
and sixty-four Peers being also jiresent, anxious to hear tho 
opening speech, of whicli the historian of the trial gives the 
following account. “ Mr. Burke immediately ros(5 and made 
his obedience to the Court ; every eye was at this moment 
rivetted upon him. ‘ He stood forth ho said at the command 
of the Commons of Great Britain as tin* accuser of Warren 
Hastings.’ Mr. Burke then stopped for above a minute 
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at the end of which he resumed, and continued his speech for 
two hours and a half. It was grave and temperate yet 
pathetic and aifecting. Every expression and sentiment was 
appropriate ; and thougli in the })rogress of it, he led the 
ignorant to the most familiar acquaintance with the origin of 
the crimes and evils of India, he astonished the most know- 
ing with the now aspect he gave to the whole, after it liad 
been so long agitated and thoroughly discussed : first having 
apostrophized the tribunal before* wdiich he stood — congratu- 
lated his country on possessing so powerful an instrument of 
justice, and so authoritative a corrector oi‘ abuse — and hoped 
that no corruptions would ever taint, and no societies of 
special ph'ading and of Old Hailey prevarication, be able to 
midermine it.” 

The speech of the IGth, when the number of Peers present 
was increased to om* iuindred and si‘veiity-five, occupied 
about three hours and a half, in which ho s(‘verely commented 
upon the “geographical morality” as he happily termed it of 
Mr. Hastings : a set of primuph's suited only to a particular 
climate, so that what constituted ])eculation and tyranny in 
Europe, lost llu'ir nanu* and esscaice in India. A fine burst 
of indignant eloqiu'jice occurred when alluding to the un- 
limited authority assuim'd by the OoviTnur-General. “But 
Mr. Iljistings had j)leaded the local customs of Hindostan as 
requiring the coercion of arbitrary j)ower. He indeed to 
claim arbitrary })ower! From whom could he derive, or by 
wdiat audacity could h(* claim such a power? He coidd not 
have derivt'd it from the East India C\)m[)any, tor they had 
none to ctmfer. He could not have received it from bis 
Sovereign, for the Sovereign had it not to bestow. It could 
not have bet'ii given by either House* of Parliament — for it 
wuis unknown to tlu^ Hriiish Constitution!” After alluding 
to the hnvs of India as well as of England, and instancing 
the Koran — the Institutes of Timur — the Gentoo Code- 
all opposed to every idea of tyrannical usurpation as strong 
and stc^adfast as our own Statutes at birge — he proceeded. 
“ Talk to me any w here of power, and I’ll tell you of pro- 
tection! Mention a magistrate, and the idea folio'vg of 
property ! Show me any government, and you are to see 
the proposed interest of the governed ! Power constituted 
otherwise is a monster — it is impossible ! — in every system 
where there is any notion of the justice of Gtod or the good of 
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mankind. To act or think otherwise is blasphei^ to 
religion, no less than confusion in social order ! For * Every 
good and perfect gift is of God* — and what good gift of God 
to mail can be more perfect than the innate idea of justice 
and mercy — the law written in our hearts the primum vivensj 
the ultimum morienSt of every being that has the boast of 
reason 

The 18tb was chiefly occupied in detailing the characters 
and horrible cruelties of some of the native agents of 
Government while grossly abusing their authority in the 
provinces. The 19th concluded this oration or series of 
orations, occupying about three hours each day : and so 
great was the eftect of the whole upon his auditory that it 
was only after a considerable lapse of time and repeated 
eflbrts, Mr. Fox who had next to address the court, could 
obtain a hearing. From tin' illness ot‘ the King and the 
absence of the Judges, the proceedings did not commence 
till the 20th of April, 1789. Next day began another 
pow'e'rful oration on tlie sixth chargt* of bribery and cor- 
ruption. Each party soon accused the other of a wisli to 
delay the proceedings, but the managers to obviate the 
charge on their part voluntarily determined to confine them- 
selves to the more serious heads of (leliiujuency, omitting the 
others for the sake of expedition. The re-assembling of the 
new^ Parliament in 1790, produced animated discussions in 
both Houses whether the imi)eachmi‘ut had not abated by 
the dissolution of the old ; which after much discussion was 
decided in the negative against the o})inion of the law' 
authorities. Public anxiety on the trial had however abated. 
The forms of the Court and tlie complicated nature of the 
investigation, presented invincible obstacles to that quick 
progress which is always necessary to keep alive popular 
interest on such occasions ; and it continued without any 
other event of consequence than the sevenj speeches of the 
chief manager, often excited however by the annoyances he 
received, till April 23rd, 1795, when a verdict of acquittal 
passed ; the Lord Chancellor voting with the minority who 
thought him guilty. The duty of the managers indeed had 
terminated in June preceding, by summing up on the dif- 
ferent charges, Mr. Burke being the last; and his con- 
cluding oration, which commenced on the 28th of May, 
continued for nine days. The thanks of the House, moved 
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by Mr. Pitt and seconded by Mr. Dundas, were immediately 
voted to the mana^^ers. 

Mr. Hastings, like every one else under similar circum- 
stances, is fully entitled to the benefit of the verdict recorded 
in his favour. But when not content with this, he or his 
friends impugn the motives of the prosecutors, less reserve is 
necessary in adverting to his general character as an Indian 
ruler. He was a man of considerable powers of mind — bold, 
assuming, and energetic; possessed of that species of entTgy 
which in pushing its Own views or interests seldom stopped 
to consider the rights, or condition, or feelings of others wlio 
stood in his way. He forgot that Princes in India like 
those elsewhere*, wTre entitled to some* degree of considtT- 
ation and delicacy from tlie station they occupied in tlieir 
country ; that good faitlu justice, and sincerity are in some 
degree necessary even in dealing with persons of an opposite 
character; tliat moderation in the extTcise of authority is 
commonly- tlu* wisest policy ; that an arbitrary spirit assunit‘d 
by the princij)al in government is sure to become tyranny in 
tlie subordinate agents. Prom long familiarity with tla* 
country, his mind had become pervert(‘d to the belief that he 
was at perfect liberty to adopt the practices of the Asiatics 
however unprincipled, in matters of government. He for- 
got that such conduct compromised English credit and 
character and might possibly have a l(‘ndency to shake oiir 
future hold upon this “ Empire of opinion.” Many of his 
measures w’cre undoubtedly brilliant ; many very question- 
able; not a few at variance with all English ideas of justice 
or even expediency. In this o])iuion some of the latest and 
best writers on India concur.* He had so thoroughly 
(Altered into the spirit of an Asiatic monarch that he seemed to 
think the mere expression of his commands or wishes formed 
evidence enough of their utility and propriety ; that among 
Hindoos, whenever the slightest necessity pressed on a point 
of policy, the end to be answered justified the means ; a 
species of geographical morality, as Burke emphaticallv 
termed it, which he handled in the severest terms. Just 
in the same spirit, and on many of the same pleas, did 
the late ruler of Prance put his foot on the necks of the 
prostrate kings and nations of Europe ; and in the page of 
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history the verdict which condemns the one cannot wholly 
acquit the other. 

To try the Governor- General then was a matter of 
positive duty in order to clear the character of the nation. 
To acquit him was perhaps a measure of necessity due to the 
quibbles of law of which he invariably took advantage ; to 
the ill-dclined nature of his power; to the acknowledged 
(lifhculties by which he was sometimes beset ; and to the 
spirit of some of his instructions wliich to gratify the 
cupidity of the proprietors of India stock in Europe, seemed 
to embody the pith of the tlirifty advic(‘ — “ make money, 
honestly if possible, but at all events make money.” He 
succeeded in pouring into their eolfers a sum of nine millions, 
by means which no glossing or apology can make pure. The 
length of the trial indeed formed r.o inconsidiTable punishment 
of itself. But the inv(‘stigation did much good by evincing 
that though the Legislature had slumbered over the wrongs 
of the Indian people, impunity to their o})pressors was no 
longer to be expected. Its remissness hitherto had been 
the chief cause fur the continuance of abuse. Had the 
conduct of several otliers whom j\lr. Dundas pr(*viously accused 
been subjected to a similar ordeal, Mr. Hastings would 
not have attempted or continued his more obj(rtionable 
proceedings in tin* face of certain inquiry and probable 
punishment ; and no one since has dared to imitate him.* 


• These opinions, 'written tliirty yenrs afro, have recently received further 
confirmation from a distiIl}rui^hcd Statesman of the present duy. Burke’s 
labours therefore have not been in vain. 

“ Hus course of cupidity and fraud (in India) of robbery and oppression 
was broufrht to a close by the inijieHchment of Warren Ilitsfin-rs. The 
mind of Mr. Burke comprehended the vast extent of tho question, and his 
jrenius aiiinuited the heavy mass of materials which his industry hud 
enabled him to master. He enlisted in tins cause the powerful reasoniiif^ of 
Fox and the brilliant fancy of Sheridan. After a time he succeeded in 
paining'- the sujiport of Mr. Pitt, and armed uf^'ainst the former pfovernor 
of India the great battery of impeachment. Whetlu-r the Minister was 
< onvinced by the e\idence which threw .so full a light on the misdeeds of 
Warren Ilasting.s, or whether he was glad to }M’otect liimsclf from the 
ambition of a rival by acceding to a prosecution against him, the effect 
was no less certain. For years Mr. Burke persevered in his great task. 
Neither the dilatory pica of a dissolution of Parliament, nor the appalling 
earthquake of the French Revolution (to none more appalling than to him; 
ever distracted his attention from his gn-at Indian enterprise. The 
speechea delivered by him in Weatniinater Hall are great monuments of 
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Memorable as tbo trial is for the space it will occupy in 
liistory and the excitement it produced in the nation, it is 
still more remarkable ibr the displays, or rather feats of 
genius in its conductors, wholly unparalleled, “shaking the 
walls that surrounded them,*’ in the words of JMr. Erskiue, 
“ with anathemas of super-human eloquence.” It seemed an 
arena for the emulative oratory of Fox, Sheridan, A\^indham, 
Grey, and others, names that ennoble any ])ago on which they 
are inscrib(*d, who seemed on this question to be pitted for 
victory as much over each other as over the accused. But 
above them all beyond dispute stood Burke. He had 
devoted more attcuition to the subject, and in some degree 
staked his reputation that there wer(‘ urgent grounds at 
l(‘ast for inquiry. He was master of it at a lime when few 
others knew or car(‘d much about the matter. He had more 
at stake in the result, in cons(‘quence of its being represented, 
however untruly, as his prosecution. Idie reproacli and 
misrepresentation to which it gave rise served not to damp, 
but increase and shar[)en the energy of his mind, while the 
occasion was peculiarly suit(*d to exliihit the vast extent of 
his knowledge and the unrivalled variety of his j)ovvers. All 
these considerations produced exertions without precedent 
or example ; so extraordinary ind(‘(‘d that, ujkui a low calcu- 
lation the wliole of his speeches and writings connected with 
it, which at pri'sent occupy seven octavo volumes, would till 
five others if fully collected ; and to give an intelligible out- 
line of each speech, paper, or re])ort, would of its(*lfinake no 
inconsiderable book. The principal however are to be 
found in liis works. 

The greatest amazement even to those who knew him best, 
W'as excited by the oj>ening sptarh or spt'cches of the im- 
peachment, which a modern writer, adverse to tlie impeach- 

industry and ehxjin^nce ; they surpass in jwwur those of Oi{?ero when 
donounciny: the criuies of Ven-«-H. Finally although the irnpeachinent 
ended in an uapiittiil, its results were memorable uiul beneficial. Never 
has the g;reat object of punishment, the prevention of crime, been attained 
more completely than by tins trial. * ^ * Mr I last in jrs was acquitted, 

but tyranny, deceit, and injustice were condemned. India was saved from 
abominations dis»niceful to the Kiif^lish name. * • * Thus, after 

the rejection of tlm India IJill and amid the rout of the AVlii”- party, 
Mr. Burke and Mr. Fox sucMreeded in the great object of saving the Indian 
people from rapine and fraud .” — Lard John a Memorials and 

Carrcspondencc qf Charles James Fox^ vul. ii, pp. i^Or), 250, 257. 
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ment itself, thus characterizes in the general terms em- 
ployed at the time. “ Never were the powers of that won- 
derful man displayed to such advantage as on this occasion ; 
and he astonished even those who were most intimately ac- 
quainted with him by the vast extent of his reading, the 
variety of his resources, the minuteness of his information, 
and the lucid order in which he arraii"t‘d the whole for the 
support of his object, and to make a deep impression on the 
minds of his hearers.” 

Nothing certainly in the way of fact, and little in theatrical 
representation, ever exceeded the efiects produced among 
the auditory by the details of the cruelties of Debi Sing, 
w'hich he gave on the third day, from the reports of Mr. 
Paterson w ho had been sent as commissioner to inquire into 
the circumstances. The whole statement* is appalling and 
heart-sickening in the extreme. A convulsive sensation of 
horror, atfriglit, and smothered execration pervaded all 
the male part of his hearers, and audible sobbings and 
screams attended with tears and faintiugs, the fetnah*. His 
own feelings were scarcely less overpowering. He dropped 
his head upon his hands and for some minutes w'as unable 
to proceed ; from this he recovered sufficiently to go on a 
little further, but being obliged to c(‘ase from speaking twice 
at short inten'als, tlie Prince of Wales to relieve him at 
length moved the adjournment of the House. Alluding to 
the close of this day, the writer of the History of the trial, 
says — “ In this part of his speech Mr. Jlurke's descriptions 
were more vivid, more harrowing, and more horrific, than 
human utterance on either fact or fancy, perhaps, ever 
formed before. The agitation of most people was very 
apparent — Mrs. JSheridan was so overpowe^red that she 
fainted : several others were as powerfully effected.” Mrs. 
Siddons is said to have been one of the number. 

His powers,” says a political adversary, ‘‘ were never 
more conspicuous than on that memorable day, on which he 
exposed the enormities of a subaltern agent of oriental 
despotism — the tortures inflicted by his orders, the flagra/it 
injustice committed by his authority, the pollution that 

•See Burke's Works, 8vo. vol. xiii. p. 320 — .327; but the whole 
history of the monster Debi Sin^r, from p. 290 of tJie siime volume, is a 
matter of deep interest. Mr. Burke said that £'40,000 was the bribe 
paid for Debi Sing^s appointment. 
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ensued in consequence of his sanction — when he painted 
agonizing ]Nature, vibrating in horrid suspense between life 
and destruction — when he described, in the climax of crimes, 
* death introduced into the sources of life,’ the bosoms of 
his auditors became convulsed wdth passion, and those of 
more delicate organs or w^eaker frame actually swooned 
away. Nay, after the storm of eloquence had spent its 
force, and his voice for the moment ceased, his features 
still expressed the energy of his feelings, his hand seemed to 
threaten punishment, and his brow to meditate vengeance.” 
The testimony of the accused party himself, is perhaps the 
strongest ever borne io tlie powers of any speaker of any 
country. “ For half an hour,” said Mr. Hastings, “ I 
looked up at the orator in a reverie of wonder ; and during 
that space I actually felt myself the most culpable man on 
eartli adding however, “ But I recurred to ray own bosom, 
and there found a consciousness that consoled me under all 
1 heard and all I suffered.” Even the flinty temperament 
of the Chancellor, Lord Thurlow% was aftected almost to 
producing what Burke applied to him on another occasion, 
iron team down IHutde cheek ; and judging by his expres- 
sions at the time, Ins faith in Mr. Hastings’ purity seemed 
staggered. Addressing the Peers some days afterwards, he 
concluded a handsome eiilogium on the speech, by observing, 
“ that their Lordships all knew the effect upon the auditors, 
many of wdiom had not to that moment, and perhaps 
never would recover from tlie shock it had occasioned.” 
The p(*roration, tliougli it wants the last polish of the pow- 
erful pen of the author, is frequently mentioned as one of 
the most impr(*ssive in the records of judicial oratory. 

Of his pliysical as w(‘ll as mental c‘Xertioiis during this ar- 
duous investigation, some idea may be formed from the fact 
tliat for weeks togcdlu'r even at so late a period of the pro- 
ceedings as 1703 he was constantly occupied betw een AVest- 
minster Hall and the House of Commons without quitting 
tliem, from nine o’clock in the morning until six or seven in 
the evening ; and often w hen there w^as any debate of conse- 
qiu'uce, to a much l.wler hour. 

During the busiest sessions of the impeachment, 1786, 
1787, and 1788, Mr. Burke’s attention w^as chiefly though not 
solely occupied by its details. The other measures in wdiicn 
he took part w ere in opposing “ with an almost over- 
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wKeiming torrent of eloquence” in the language used at the 
time, the extension of power to the Governor- General of 
India by the East India Judicature Bill ; and the declaratory 
act, which indirectly gaA^e to Ministry nuich of the power 
more openly assumed by the India bill of Opposition in 
1783, and ibr which they lost their ])laces. lie also came 
.;i€orward on the constitution of the governments of Canada ; 
on a petition from the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Common 
Council against forestallers and rc'grators, the laws against 
whom as remnants of barbarism, he had been the 
means of repealing in 1772 ; in warmly approving, in the 
name of Opposition the plan for the consolidation of the 
Customs ; the vote of money for the American loyalists ; the 
treaty with the Landgrave of Hesse, and tlie renewal of our 
continental connexions ; the j)rovi8ion for a meritorious 
public servant Sir John Skyiiner ; in pushing forward the 
Slave Trade Abolition question now actively taken up by Mr. 
"VVilberforce ; and other less important matter’s. 

The commercial treaty with France gave occasion to some 
bitterly-sarcastic s[)arring ])etwe(‘n him and the Minister. 
The aggression being on the part of the former may perhaps 
be put down to the account of party spirit, for in a subse- 
quent speech on the same topic which Mr. Pitt notwith- 
standing their former encO\inter characterized as disjdaying 
a very singular share of ability, Mr. Burke dilfered from 
the other Members of Opposition in aclniittiiig that though 
he questioned tlie policy of that treaty, Ik* had not the 
slightest fears of its injuring our own maiiufacturers. While 
speaking on tliis subject, and drawing a masterly comparison 
of the relative circumstances and caj)abiliti(‘s of tlie two 
countries which drew' cheers from both sides of the House, 
he took occasion to reply ably, but satirically, to some obser- 
vations made on a former occasion by a member, w ho, being 
one of nine said to be returned by a noble Earl, had thence 
acquired the ludicrous appellation of ?iine pina. Mr. Fox, 
entering the House at the moment of the cheer, inquired of 
Mr. Sheridan the cause of it. Oh ! nothing of conse- 
quence,” replied the wit, “only Burke knocking down one 
of the nine pins 

The tension of mind produced by these gn'at public 
labours found occasional relaxation hy short summer ex- 
cursions into diflerent parts of the kingdom, and in frequent 
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correspondence with some old friends, and warm admirers 
among his countrymen. In 1785 he wrote to Dr. Beaufort, 
author of an able and well-known M(‘moir of a Map of 
Ireland, to procure for him a skeleton of the enormous species 
of moose deer, sometimes dug up in the bogs of that country, 
having an inclination, as lie said, to s('e such a stately pro- 
duct of his native country placed in his hall. In October 
1786, induced by ‘‘ a sudden fire-side thought,” as he ex- 
pressed it, he and his son proceed(‘d thither, remaining not 
more than a fortnight, lie found tiiiu', however, to spend a 
day and night at Ballitore, the last ojiportunity that offered 
of seeing tliose early friends on their own soil ; and on meet- 
ing with some of the old domestics of the establishment, not 
only remembered them jierfet-lly, but behaved with his cha- 
racteristic, kindness and allability, an anecdote of which 
has bot'u already relatt d. 11 is arrival in Irc'laiul was an- 
nounced in tlie chief lU'wspapcTS in tcTius of warm admira- 
tion, and as these faithful daily chroniclers on the whole give 
passing opinions pretty fairly, one of them may be quoted — 
“ After an absence of many years, the c(‘l(‘brated Irish 
orator and British Mem]>er of Parliament, Edmund Burke, 
has arriv(‘d in his native country. .It is not llattery to say, 
that he is the boast of tin* English Senate, and t he* glory of 
the Irish nation.” One of the lirvst poc'ls in that kingdom 
wrote som(^ (uicomiastic versi's on thi‘ occasion, which Mr. 
Burke rc'paid in ])r()se more than equal in point of fancy and 
imagination to tin* tuneful elfusion. It was d(*emed extra- 
ordinary that the University of Dublin did not then present 
him with the honorary degree of doctor of laws. But alas ! 
how frequently is it that Inland so oftim neglects her emi- 
nent sons, while other divisions of the kingdom ring with 
their merits ? 

]n returning to England, the Eeverend Dr. Campbell 
(author of a work on ] nlaiul) bapptmed to embark in the 
same packet: “I don’t know any thing,” said the Doctor to 
a fri(md in conversation on this subject, “ that gave me so 
much pleasure as to lind that 1 was t(» cross the Irish Helles- 
pont in the company of a man of whom I had heard so much. 
I was extremely sorry that 1 had not the honour of being 
known to any one of the passengers who conld introduce me 
to him, but it was not ditlicult to ])rov<)ke ^Ir. Burke to con- 
versation. We were in sight of the bill of llowth just as the 
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Bun began to spread his beams. Mr.Burke enjoyed thebeauties 
of the scenery ; even the light clouds, which enveloped the top 
of the hill did not escape his attention : ‘I wonder,’ said he, 
‘ that some of the Dublin milliners do not form a head-dress 
in imitation of those many-coloured clouds, and call it the 
Howth-cap.’ His conversation was rich and captivating ; he 
told me he had passed some days at Lord Kenmare’s country- 
seat near the lakes of Killarney — that delightful spot, which 
taste seems to have selected from all that is beautiful in the 
volume of nature. But his description of it exceeded any 
thing I had ever read or heard before, particularly when he 
touched on the flowery race ; good heaven ! how he clothed 
the lily in new born light, and the rose in virgin blushes ; in 
short, it may be said, that he almost coloured to the eve 
whatever he described. 8j)eaking of Lord Charlemont, be 
praised the gentleness of his manners, and the mildness of 
Iiis temper, and eoncludt'd by comparing him to an old 
picture, whose tints Avere mellowed by time. When 1 talked 
of the state of learning in Ireland, he shook his head, folded 
his arms, and remained silent for a few minutes. In his 
person he is about five feet eight inches in height (he Avas 
taller), remarkably straight for his years, but his mind is 
more erect than his body. Thert^ is a good deal of placidity 
in his countenance, but nothing of striking dignity, and 
from his nose, I think that no man can sneer with more ease 
and effect if he chooses.” Some weeks aftt?r his return, 
calling in at a place in town then much frequented by lovers 
of antiquity and of the arts, he fell into discourse with a 
gentleman, a Mr. T., who ]>ossessed good taste and feeling 
enough to preserve the folloAving minutes of the conversa- 
tion. It must ever be a source of keen regret that so many 
others who were honoured by his society did not prove them- 
selves equally Avorthy of it by preserving his remarks. 

“December the 6th, I happened to be in Mr. ToAivnley’s 
study ; about eleven o’clock Mr. Burke and the Beverend Dr. 
King came in to view Mr. Townley’s fine colhjction of 
statues. Mr Burke seemed highly pleased with the whole, 
particularly that of the Baian Homer. Having paid many 
just compliments to the taste of the collector, he entered into 
convcTsation with me in so easy and friendly a manner, that 
if I Avas charmed a fcAA' minutes before with the taste and 
judicious reflection of the scholar, I Avas not less delighted 
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with the man. I shewed him an old manuscript copy of 
Homer (written I believe in the tenth century) ; he read a 
few passages in it with the greatest fluency, and criticised 
some of the critics wlu) had written on the father of im- 
mortal verse. He invited me to breakfast w ith him the next 
morning, without so much as know ing my name. I promised 
to do myself that honour. My name is Edmund Burke, said 
he, just as lie was going out of the door, I live in Gerard 
Street, Soho. 1 called the next morning about nine ; it w'as 
excessively cold ; I w as shewn into the draw ing room, and in 
a few' minutes Mr. Ihirke entered, and shook me by the 
hand in the most friendly manner. 

“ il/r. B. Have you been long out of Ireland, Sir? 2\ 
Some years. Mr. B. 1 paid that country a visit last summer, 
for the purpose of seeing a sister, a widow' (Mrs. French, I 
believe) ; 1 had not seen it for twenty years before. T, It 
is very much changed within the last twenty years. Mr. B. 
Very much for the better. T. A spirit of industry has per- 
vad(‘d almost every quartiT of the kingdom ; the morals of 
the peopl(‘ are improved, the eouiitry- gentlemen, in many 
parts, have rdiiupiished the favourite amusements of the 
chase for the plough. Mr. B. Not as much as] could wish, 
but still more than I ex])ected. As to agriculture, it may 
bt‘ called the (ighth science. ‘ We may talk what w'C 
please,’ says Ctiwley, ‘ of lilies and lions rampant, and 
spread eagles in fields d’or or d’argent, but if heraldry were 
guided by reason, a plough in a Ikid arable w ould be the 
most noble and ancient arms.’ T Very true, Sir ; but it is 
said that the physical situation of Ireland is not favourable 
to the progress of tillage. Mr. B. I have often heard so, 
but experience proves the contrary. I saw', and I saw' it 
with pleasiire, in my little tour through some parts of the 
south of Ireland, tw'o or three mountains clothed w'ith 
luxuriant grass, that in my time were scarcely covered w ith 
barren heath, and half starved briars. Breakfast was now' 
brought in; young Mr. Burke and Hr. King were present. 
T. There are many passages in the ancient law's of Ireland 
that evince that agriculture flourished at a very early period 
in that country. Mr. B. Ho you mean in the Brehon 
law's ? I wish they w'ere translated. T. I wish so too ; I 
am sure the University of Hublin is very much obliged to 
you. Sir, for the fragments w'hich you presented of the Sea- 
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bright collection ; they are valuable, as they contain many 
particulars that shed light on tlie manners and customs of 
the ancient Irish ; but life is short, and in some respect it 
would be a pity that a man of genius should waste his time 
in such pursuits. Mr. B. To set a man of giuiius down to 
such a task, would be to yoke a course^r of the suii in a 
mud cart. No, no, one of your cool, plodding, hall-burnt 
bricks of the creation would be the fittest ])erson in the 
world for such studies. T. t^donel Vallaiicey has laboured 
hard in that mine. Mr. B. Yes, in that rae(‘ he has carried 
off the prize of industry from all his competitors, and if he 
has done nothing more he has wakent‘d a spirit of curiosity 
in that lino, but he has built too much on (‘tymologv, and 
that is a very sandy foundation. Dr. Kituf. Irelaiid was 
famed for piety and learning at a vtTV early ])eriod. Mr. B. 
Bede says so, and several other writers. 

Dr. Khiff. Can you sp(*ak Irish ? Mr. B. I could spcalc 
a little of it when I was a boy, and I can remembiT a 
few words and phrases still. Pocdry was highly culti- 
vated by the ancient Irish; some of tht‘ir Kings were so 
smitten with the love of song as to exchange the sceptre for 
the harp. T. The bards were v(tv much ])rolected and 
encouraged, but having indulged too much in satire and 
ribaldry, they were rather dreaded than esteemed; and at 
one time, the whole body was on lln‘ evt‘ of hc'ing banished, 
if St. Columb-kill had not iiiterferc'd. Mr. D. Sedulius 
was an excellent poet. T. Y(‘s, his Latin poidry is very 
much admired. Air. B. I read one of his hymns, that 
glowed with all the poet ; the spirit of it might be said to 
ascend like the s{)irit of a Christian martyr in the midst of 
flames, but I never could light on his works. T. Nor I 
neither, but many of liis verses are scattered through 
Colgan. Mr. B. Wherever they are scattered they will 
shine like stars. There was a poet that used to compose 
a little in his native language when 1 was a boy, 1 forget 
his name. T. Dignum, 1 suppose. Mr. B. Yes, yes ; he 
could neither read nor write, nor speak any language but 
liis own. I have seen some of liis elfusions translated into 
English, but was assured, by judg(‘s, that they fell far short 
of the original, yet they contained some graces ‘ snatched 
beyond the reach of art.’ 1 remember one thought in an 
address to a friend ; the poet advises him to lose no time in 
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paying his addressoB to a young lady, for that she was of 
age, and, as a proof of it, ‘ upon lier cheek he saw love’s 
letter sealed with a damask rose.’ Spenser, who w'as him- 
self a bard, says that the Irish poetry was sprinkled with 
many pretty llowers. 3 wish they were collected in one 
nosegay. T. Yes, vSir, but there is no encouragement. — 
3Ir. B. No, not in this rust of the iron age. I wish, how- 
ever, that some able, industrious, and ])atient pen would 
give a history of that country ; it is much wanted. T, 
Great expectations were formed from Doctor Leland ; he 
had leisure, tahmls, and almost every op [)ort unity. When 
Lord Clu‘sterfield was A^iceroy of that kingdom, he was told 
that the Doctor intmidt^d to follow up a {)rospectus he had 
published on the sid)ject of a voluminous history; his lord- 
ship one day at 1(‘\ (‘(‘ aj)plauded the Doctor’s intentions, but 
re(]uest{‘d that he would make it a pleasant one. Mr. B, 
Your j'leas iiit hi>toriaus should be read with caution. Le- 
land promised a voluminous history, and so far he has kept 
his promise', but he has i\ot done justice to all. T. It is 
said he had an eve to a mitre. Mr. B. Mitres and coronets 
will dazzle, but the truth is he had an eye to his book- 
seller, and to b(‘ candid, he we'iit over it witli a heavy' 
hand. T. lie has scarce* dipped into the (*arlier ages. 
Mr. B. lie ^\as no aniitjuarv, but he might have said a little 
more on the subject. Hooker says, ‘‘ the reason why first 
do admire those thiiuis which are greatest, and secondly 
those things which are ancient est is, because the one is 
h*ast distant from tlu* intinit(' substance, the other from the 
infinite of God.” Neither has ho detailed with c.tindour the 
feuds betwixt tin* houses of Desmond and Butler. T. The 
implacable hatred that existed betwixt the two is astonishing. 
Mr. B. Struggles for ])ow er. 1 ri'inember an anecdote of 
one of the Desmonds, 1 ilon’t know which, w ho happened 
to be severely wounded in an eiigagemt'iit w ith a party of 
the Butlers; one of the latter threw' him on his shoidders 
to carry him oft' in trium])h, atul as he passed along, taunt- 
ingly asked him, “ Ah, Desmond, where are you now ?” 
though quite feeble from tlu) loss of blood, he collected all 
his expiring strength, and exclaimed, “ Where am I ? I 
am where 1 ought to be, on the neck of my enemy.” The 
conversation turned on poetry, which Mr. Burke called 
“ the art of substantiating shadows, and of lending exist- 
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ence to nothing.” He praised Milton for the judicious choice 
of his epithets ; this led him to say a few words on the use 
and abuse of those flowery adjectives, as Pontanus calls 
them, and lamented that some person of taste did not 
collect a garland of them out of the English Poets, as Textor 
had out of the Latin, which laid every classical scholar 
under great obligation to him, as he had plucked the fairest 
flowers that sipped Custalian dew.” 

“ Geography, he said, was an earthly subject, but a 
heavenly study.” One of the company liappeiied to men- 
tion some gentlemen who intendtai to promote discoveries 
in the interior parts of Africa. IVlr. Eurke said, the inten- 
tion was truly laudable ; “ Africa,” he said, “ was worth 
exploring ; it seemed as it* nature, in some great convulsion 
or revolution of her empire, had fled to that quarter with 
all her treasures, some of which she had concealed in the 
bowels of the earth, but the surface exhibited such abund- 
ance and variety of the vegetable and animal race, that a 
few’ miles would enrich the conquests of natural history. 
Witness on the very shores of that continent — the cabbage 
tree, that towered into all the sublimity of the pine, and 
the luxuriance of the spreading oak, and yet so tender that 
a few strokes of a sabre were suflici(mt to lay it prostrate on 
the earth. Africa was rightly called the mother of monsters, 
for there was not a sufficient number of minor animals else- 
where to feed the huge beasts that ranged the forests in that 
country. He was persuaded the interiorwas healthy, civilized, 
and so fertile, that the reaper trod on the heels of the sower. 
But the thirst of European avarice and cruelty had raised a 
barrier round the coasts of that quarter, w hich prevented all 
communication with the iii(»fiensive inhabitants.” “ The 
sight of a white face w’as sufficient to make their curly locks 
stand on end. Death is natural to man, but slavery unna- 
tural ; and the moment you strip a man of his liberty, you 
strip him of all his virtues; you convert his heart into a 
dark hole, in which all the vices conspire against you.” 
Towards the close of the conversation, he asked me if 1 w as 
acquainted with Mr. Sheridan ; 1 answ ered, that 1 w’as very 
sorry I could not boast that honour. 1 shall have the plea- 
sure, said he, of introducing you to him, for he is one of 
the best natured men in the universe. He accompanied me, 
on my departure, to the door, and said that Dr. King 
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was a very learned man, assured me that he would be very 
happy to see me at Beaconsfield, “ throw^ yourself into a 
coach,” said he, “ comedown and make my house your inn.” 

Part of the time spent in Ireland was devoted to Lord 
Charlemont, whom he frequently termed “ one of the chief 
ornaments of Dublin ” To this nobleman he W'as in the habit 
of giving letters of introduction to friends of consideration 
proceeding thither on business or curiosity, among whom 
about this time w’erc Mr. (afterwards Sir Philip) Prancis, 
Mr. Nevill, Mr. Shi])pen an American traveller, and others, 
lie also transmitted to his Lordship a bust of the late Mar- 
quis of Rockingham, with whom he had been intimate since 
1752 when they became acquainted at Rome on their travels. 
It w'as a present from the Marchioness. Soon afterward, 
Mr. Burke on being elected a IVLunber of the Royal Irish 
Academy, wrote him a letter of thanks as its President. 

His Lordship in return thought he could not do better 
for his particular friends bound to England, than to consign 
them to the care of one so celebrated, and so capable of 
affording instruction and amusement. Among these about 
this time was Hardy, a member of the Irish House of 
Commons and destiiu‘d to be his Lordship’s biographer, 
who although alrc,‘ady knowm to Burke, seemed to feel 
the charm of his society and amiable qualities with addi- 
tional force during his visit. “ He was,” says that gentle- 
man, “ social, hosj)itable, of pleasing access, and most 
agreeably communicative. One of the most satisfactory 
days perhaps that I ever spent in m}' life, w as going with 
him ti'te a tete, from London to Beaconsfield. He stopped 
at Uxbridge whilst his horses were feeding, and happening to 
meet some gentlemen of I know not what Militia who 
appeared to be perfect strangers, he entiTcd into discourse 
w ith them at the gateway of the inn. His conversation at 
that moment completely exemplified what Johnson said of 
him, ‘ That you could not meet Burke under a shed w ithout 
saying that he w as an extraordinary man.’ He w as altogether 
uncommonly attractive and agreeable. Every object of the 
sliglitest notoriety as w c passed along, whether of natural or 
local history, furnished him with abundant materials for 
conversation. The house at Uxbridge w here the treaty w as 
held during Charles the Eirst’s time ; the beautiful and 
undulating grounds of Bulstrode formerly the residence of 
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Chancellor Jeffries ; and Waller’s tomb in Bcaconsfield 
churchyard wliich before we went home we visited, and 
whose character as a gentleman, a poet, and an orator he 
shortly delineated but with exquisite felicity of genius, 
altogether gavt* an uncommon interest to his eloquence ; and 
although one-and-twentv years have elapsed since that day, 
I entertain the most vivid and pleasing recollection of it.” 

Fond of good society and eminently fitted to adorn it, he 
was more especially pleased, like most men of taste, w ith that 
of intelligent women. He knew’ all that w’ere of note, sought 
them out as a mark of resj)cct ; furnished conversation, w it, 
criticism, or advice as occasion required ; and received in 
return that admiration of which the greatest may be proud, 
for to the honour of the sex it is yielded only to good 
as well as to eminent qualities. Among others w'itli 
whom he was a favourite was Hannah ^lore, who then 
figurrd largely in tlie literary and fashionable circh's 
of the metropolis, and first become known to him in 1774 
at the house of 8ir Joshua licwnolds. H(*r sister wrote 
on the oecasioii — “ Hannah has been introduced by Miss 
lioviiolds to Edmund Ifurke (the sublime and beautiful 
Edmund Burke!)” At Mrs. IMontague's, Mrs. AVsey’s, 
David Garrick's, Mr. Elliot's and many more of the agreeable 
houses which adorned th(‘ I,.oinlon of that day, their inter- 
course was renewed; sometimes at her lodgings, at dinners, 
routes, oi' theatre, where once ensconced near the orchestra 
she found Burke, Sheridan, Dr. Warton, and Biehard Burke, 
come to see tlie finished personation of Hamlet by Garrick. 
AVIicii rej<'< ted at Bri>lol she wrote from London — “ Me- 
thinks I envy Burk(‘ that ‘ eonscionsness of his worth* which 
he must fe('l in considering Inmself rej(‘cted only because his 
talents w ere a crime. But Providence has wisely contrived 
to render all its dispensat ions equal, by making those talents 
which set one man so much above anoilicr of no e.ste(‘in in 
the opinion of those who are without them.” At Mrs. 
Yesey’s she w’rites — “Air. Burke came and sat next me for 
an hour. I com]dained of my false countrymen, and he re- 
peated iny epita[)h in Kedelifi' church. 1 was astonished 
that he had not f()rg(jttcii it. The Bishop of Chester was 
on my other hand and the conversation was kept up w’ith 
great liveliness. 1 asked f lie Bisho]) w hetluT he thought he 
should carry his bill against Sunday aminoinents through 
both houses. Burke said he believed it would go through 
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their House though his jiious friend Wilkes opposed it with 
all his might.” 

At Mrs. Vesey’s in 1/81 when ]»olitics ran liigh she wrot(* 
— 1 had a great deal of chat with Mr. Burke ; and so lively, 
and so fuolisli, and so good humoured was he, and so likt‘ thi^ 
agreeable Mr. Jbirke 1 once kiunv and admired that I 
soon forgot his malefactions, and how often I had l)(‘en in a 
passion with him for some of his speeches.” — In ITiSb, still 
not (juite in good humour with him I was at a small 
party the otluT niglit, of whieli Mr. Burk(‘ was one. He 
appeared to be very low in health and spirits; h(^ talked to 
me with a kindness which revived my old affection for 
liim.” Of his son she says, “ Jtichard Biirkt* is ati amiable 
young man, but not an ade(|uate substitute for such a father.” 
iShortly afterwards at Mrs. Vesey’s — “ We had Mr. Jbirke in 
the evening. Tin* vivacity of this wonderfully grt*at man i.s 
much diminished ; busim'ss ami politics hav(‘ im})aired Ids 
agre(‘ableness.” I)escril)ing a friend of IMrs. AVsey’s — 
“ Such characters are what >lr. ]bn*ke calls the ‘ soft cpiiet 
gr(*en on which the soul loves to r(‘st.’ ” In 1788 — “ Burke 
said to ni(‘ the otlu'r day in allusion to the innumi'rable lives, 
anecdotes, remains, Ac. which have Ixhmi published of 
tiohnson— ‘ JIow many maggots have CTa^^k‘d ont of that 
grt*at body!'” — “ 1 was (werptu’suaded by Lord and Lady 
Amherst to go to tin* trial (Hastings's) and lu'ard Burkt‘’s 
famous oration of three hours and a (juarter without inter- 
mission. Such a sphuidid and })OW(‘rful oration 1 never 
heard. * ♦ * Tfu' recapitnlati(»n of tin* dreadful cruel- 

ties in India was worked up to the highest j^iicl; of eloqumice 
and passion, so that tin* orator was seized with a s])asm 
which made him incapable of speaking another word. I 
think I nev('r felt such indignation as when Burke, with 
Bheridan standing on one side of him and I'ox on the ollnu', 
sjiid, ‘ Vice incapacitates a man from all public duty, it 
withers the powers of his understanding, and makes his 
mind ])aralYtic ?’ J k)ok(‘d at his two neighboui’s, and saw 
that they were quite free fiom symptoms of palsy!” — In 
April 171)0 — “At Mrs. Montague's the other day I met 
Mr. Burke and a pleasant party ; indeed he is a sullicieiitly 
pleasant party of himself.” 

One of the most flattering testimonies borne to the supe- 
riority of his public and private character and to his senatorial 
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and literary talents, appeared in 1787 in tlic celebrated Latin 
preface to Bellendenus by Dr. Parr ; an offering certainly 
of no common value either in the terms in whicli it was 
expressed, or the quarter whence it came ; a characteristic 
tribute of admiration from the most learned to the most 
eloqiumt man of the age. It was known that the Doctor had 
also written his epitaph. Alluding to Burke in conversation 
with a friend in 1814, he mentioned this inscription as being 
written with the whole force i)f his mind, witii his choicest 
Latinit\ , and that it had cost him more effort than any thing 
else of similar length. A^et on sliowing it to a sagacious 
friend, the latter said, “ it is very good, but ther(‘ is no heart 
in it.” “ True,” rejoined the Doctor, ‘‘ I had no heart when 
1 wrote it.’’ The ex})lanation is, that the doctor thought 
^Ir. Burke had sinned so much against liberty when he 
attacked the French llevolutiuii, that his warmer feelings 
towards him had become deadened or extinguished. 

His own taste in epitaph or rather character-writing, was 
again put into requisition by the completion in August 1/88, 
of the splendid and in this country unequaJled mausoleum to 
the memory of the IMarquis of Kockingham, ert‘cted about a 
mile in front of Wentworth House, Yorkshire, from which as 
well as from the surrounding country it forms a noble and 
interesting object. The interior of the base is a dome 
su])ported by twelve Doric columns, with niches for the 
.statues of the deceased nobleman and his friends, among 
whom the distinguished writer of the following inscription 
now takes his .stand. For force, precision, and iitiu'ss, it has 
perhaps, like the mausoleum itself, few equals among the 
mortuary remains of the country : 

“ Charles, Maiiqiis of Rockingham. 

“ A statewman in wlioin conHtancy, fidelity, nincerity, and directness 
were the sole instruments of his policy. Jlis virtues were his arts. A 
■lear, sound, unadulterated sense, not pcrjilrxed with intricate design, or 
listurhed hy un-.^overned p.'i.ssion, {rave consistency, di'.'Tiity, nnd effect to 
ill! his measures. In Op}iositiori, he re.sjiected tlie jirmeijiles of (iovern- 
went ; in Administration, he jirovided for the liberties of the people. He 
mploy^•d his moments of pow’er in realizing* every thing which he had 
promised in a popular situation. 'I’his was the distinguisliiiig mark of his 
conduct. Aff-^r twenty-four years of service to the public, in a critical 
and trying time, he left no debt oi ju.st expectatioti unsatisfied. 

“ liy his prudence and patience he brought together a party which it 
was the great object of bis labours to render jiermanent, not as an instru- 
ment of ambition, but us u liviuj; depository of principle. 
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“ The virtues of his public and private life were not in hin\ of diflVrent 
characters. It was tiie same feelinj^, benevolent, liberal niiiid, that, in 
the internal relations of life, conciliates the unfeigned love of those who 
see men as they are, which made him an indexible patriot. He was 
devoted to the cause of liberty, not because he was haug-hty and 
intractable, but because he was beneficent and humane. 

Let his successors, wlio from this liuuse behold this monument, reflect 
that their conduct will make it their glory or their reproach. Let them 
be persuaded that similarity of manners, not proximity of blood, gives 
them an interest in this statue. 

“ Remember — Resemble — Persevere.** 


CIIAPTEE X. 

Anecdote of Burke at Mr. Crewe’s — Adventure with a poor Artist — 
Regency (Question — Letter to Mr. J*itt — Letter to Mr. Montagu — French 
Revolution — J.etters to M. Mcnonville — Letters from Kdmund, the two 
Richards, and Mrs, Burke, to Mrs. French — Rupture with Mr. 
Sheridan — Correspondence with Mr. Mercer — PurJiamentary liu8iiies> 
— Mr. G. Hamilton. 

Ditrino tlic period of the tij>plication to Parliament of 
the Prince of AVales for an increase of income in order lo 
the liquidation of debts, Mr. Sheridan, who stood high in his 
confidence, coininenled in strong terms at the table of ^Ir. 
Crewe on the hardshij) of the ease :ind the disinclination 
shown hv Government to assist liim ; concluding with a 
kind of authoritative assia-tion that if not granted, Jlis Koyal 
Highness must discontinue tlu* Jieecssarv repairs of Carlton 
House, and retire from the dignity of his station into the 
obscurity of private life. 

Mr. Burke, who was ])r(‘seiil with several memhers of 
Oj^positioii, ol)s(‘rved in reply, that Ihoiigh none wislied more 
heartily than himself that obstacles should not be thrown 
by Mr. Pitt in the way of an ainieahh' aeeoininodation, yet 
even were the applieation rtd'used, lie saw no satisfactory 
reason for adopting the threateiu'd alternat ive. “ Atlinitting,’’ 
he continued, “ that some ineonveiiienees uiay be occasioned 
to His Koyal Highness, yet on the wlioleit will be more wist‘ 
to submit to them than tt) resort to retirement, which I and 
others may consider uncalled-for and ill-judged; and may 
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induce people to believe that there is in such a mode of pro- 
ceeding more of petulance than necessity ; while many will be 
induced to question whether dignity thus easily and volun- 
tarily thrown aside may notin time be dispensed with altogether. 
Besides, submission is in itself a virtue, and ultimately will 
have its effect.” Considerable discussion ensued upon the 
point. It was urged that it was better not to a}q)ear in 
public at all than to appear with diminished splendour ; and 
at any rate the expenses of the public establishment alone 
would absorb the whole of his Jtoyal Highness’s income, 
leaving nothing for those private enjoyments which royalty 
as well as private men look to as the chief soothers and 
sweeteners of life. “ Taking the question iweii on this shew- 
ing,” replied Burke, “ if we inquire very minutely, something 
may be found even for that purpose. But 1 must continue to 
think, that a lioyal personage ought, in some casi‘s, to make 
this among his other sacrifices. My idea is. Sir, (alluding to 
the paramount duty of supporting the royal dignity in pre- 
ftu’ence to any private gratification) that we should starve 
ihe man in order to fatten the prince^ rather than starve the 
prince* in order to fatten the man.” 

“ But after all,” he continued, “there will be no necessity 
for this. I think 1 can make it out very satisfactorily. Let us 
trace the outline on paper.” Paper was accordingly brought. 

To a palace three things are indisj)ensable — a chapel, a 
library, and a riding house, to provide for the wants of 
religion, of the understanding, and oftlu* health of the body; 
but our views being economical, the chaplain must likewise 
perform the duty of librarian. Another point which 1 deem 
becomiuir, if not politically useful, is for llis l\(»yal Highness 
to give a dinner once a fortnight to all the leading members 
of Parliament, without distinction of ])arty.” ilt* went on 
to state his ideas of a royal establishment on many other 
matt(‘rs connected with public display ; continuing the detail 
to tlu? description and (juality of the oflii-ers of the liousehold, 
the number of servants, of h >rses, of carriages, (he limited 
the latter to two as sufHcient for all usidul purposes; the 
iiec(‘ssary annual repairs of the royal residence ; proceeding 
through every other item of probable expense down to tlie 
most minute, showing an extraordinary actjuaiiitance with 
the customary wants of a palace, though so little acquainted 
practically with its interior — a knowledge probably acquired 
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from tlic minute research necessary to perfect the details oi' 
the economical reform bill. The result of his calculation 
was, that after paying all state expenses upon a scale which 
the company })resent seemed to think suiriciently liberal, 
there would still bo a residue of ^10,000 which .might be 
appropriat(Hl to private purposes. “ I always knew Burke’s 
capacity to comprehend great things,” said Mr. Courtenay, 
who was pr(‘seiit on the occasion, “ but I was not so well 
awari' that he had leisure enough to master the small.”* 

Of his (h‘sire to encourage and assist unlriended talent, or 
anything that hor(‘ the semblanc(‘ of talent, another instance 
which occuiTC'd about this time should not be omitted. 

Travelling from town toward Bcaconsficld during the sum- 
mer, he overtook on the road a ])t‘rson almost overcome with 
h(‘at and fatigue, and whose habilinuMits having seen more 
than their due ]>(‘riod of stTxicc, hiutcid tliat t ludr owner fouiul 
it inconv(‘ni(‘nt to provide any other mode of convi*yance tluin 
what nature had given him. jMr. Burke ludicving he saw 
soim^thing fd* character in his countenance or in his answers 
wlicn addr<.‘s>cd, ollcrcd him (no un 'ommon thing to occa- 
sional travellers of not absoluttdy disrc])utable a|)pcarance) 
a ride in his carriage as far as their way lay togetluT. The 
pedestrian pro red to ht‘ a poor artist — or would-be artist ; 
for having been brought up to another calling, he had but 
lat(‘ly intnuhal into the regions of taste, and liad met with 
an indiflerent reception. Specimens of his abilities he car- 
ried witli liim. Thesi* t])e orator examimal ; and tinding 
some germ of talent tliat juight in tinu* b(‘Come rc*sp(rtald(‘, 
ttiough not at all great, he carried him to Beaconslitdd for a 
f(wv days, and then dismissed him with a little money and 
much good advice, “ to study hard and work diligently, for 
those alone constituted the foundations of all excellence and 
success.” This new^ accpuiintance, however, liav iiig too good 
an opinion of himself to believe that so much work was 
necessary, or perhaps conceiving how^ much easier it was 
to live by the liberality of a patron than by mere industry, 
became troublt‘some in his applications tV)r pecuniary assist- 
ance. Tins Mr. Burke plainly told him it w’as not in bis 
powder to give to any extent ; but if determined to be indus- 
trious, be w Quid by his iutluence among the chief artists in 
London take care to ensure him constant employment. 

• Communicated by Lord Crewe to Mr. Havilaiid Burke. 
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lie also \vTote him two letters of advice — one of them I am 
informed very excellent— for tli()ii"]i })romised 1 have not yet 
seen it. A st'cond now lies befort'nie intimating some furtlier 
aid, and marln'd by that practical good sense for the regula- 
tion of conduct ill which he never seems to make a mistake. 
The ])oor man turned out so dclicicnt in tluit quality as to be 
a believer in the “ Proplu't ” Brothers. 

During 1786-87-88 his ])rivate correspondence was not 
extensive. On the im])eacliment sonu* eai’nesl discussion 
took ])lace with ]Mr. Dundas on the vote which di'prived 
him of the aid of Air, Prancis as one of tlie managers, lie 
asks for it [)ressing]y as a ])(‘rsonal favour as wi'll as in justice 
to the cause. “ Bt‘ so good (little as 1 may be entithal to your 
and Mr. Pitt’s regard) to reflect on my condition, with a 
load upon my shoulders the w‘‘ight of which few can con- 
ceiv(‘, and which no des(*ription can (‘xaggerate,” The re- 
fusal threw all tin* additional labcmr previously assigned to 
Francis upon himself. A disj)ute likt'wisi' with one of his 
neighbours on boundary rights. ]>roduced some uneasinc.ss, 
which liowever terminated in his favour by the v(T(lict of a 
jury. And imnu‘diately afterwards as if to make amends 
for this uncxj)ected annoyance or the difficulties created by 
it, came a vitv handsomt* gift - one of the most unmistakcable 
proofs of regard — from his old fri(*nd, Dr. Brocklesby, in a 
note from iS’orfolk-strect, July 2nd, 1788 — “ My very dear 
frimul, — Aly veneration of your public conduct for many 
y(*ars past, and my real affectiim tor your private virtues and 
transcendent worth, made me \e.''1erday take a libiTt/ witli 
you in a moment’s conversation at my house to make you 
an instant present of one tlioiisand p(junds, which for years 
past, by will, 1 had destined as a testimony of my regard on 
iny decease.” And adds that he is “ rich (mough to spare 
to virtue what others waste in vice.” Burke did not reply 
for a fortnight, hut then accept etl it on tlu* assurance that 
it did not trench on th(.* claims of others, and tliat it might 
rt'inain as a didit at the jileasure of tlu‘ donor. 

Toward the end of OctolxT 1788 the melancholy illness 
of the king withdrew public attention from ail other subjects 
to the consequent ])roeeeding8 in J*arliament, in which Mr. 
Burk(‘, who it miglit be thought bad found enough to do in 
the complicated labfiurs of the imj't'achmenl, was destined 
to take part. It is more than doubtful wlietiier at the com- 
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monccmcnt this was quilo coiigjcMiial to his wishes. But the 
absence from Enf^land at first, and subsecjiient illness of Mr. 
Fox, threw the labouriut^ oar ii{)on him ; and a sense of 
party necessity, joined to tlie conviction of tlie Heir Appa- 
rent bein< 2 ; treated with iiijiislice by the jMinistry, ur<j;ed him 
to wield it with perhaps less than usual nualt'ration of tmnper. 
Personal favour or ajc^^randizement he had reason to expect. 
Above nine weeks of tlu‘ emer^taicy had (‘laps(*d when he 
pointedly declared in llu* House of Connnons (22nd l)ec(‘m- 
ber) — and the omission was Ham well knowii in tlu‘ yxditical 
world though remedied soon aft crwa?‘d, — that he knew as 
little of th(‘ inti'rior of Carlton House as hi* did ot‘ Buckingham 
House. This did not in the least abate the Z(‘al of his 
exertions. 

A minute detail of these labours, as they mav be found in 
all publications wludluT of bioirraydiy or history coniu*cted 
with this period, is not neca'ssary to be p^iven h('n‘. It may 
be suflicient to say they com])rised iK'arly all that ari^umeiit, 
wit, const itutional knowhal^e. and sarcastic ridicule, could 
urge; and w(‘r(‘ zealously eontimu'd in almost ('veuw ch'batt' 
on thesubjc'ct for about two months. Ht‘ contemhal for tin* 
exclusive right of tin* Prine(‘ of Wak's to the K(‘gency in 
opposition to Mr. Pitt, who inaintainc'd that any other pc'rson 
aj)proved by Parliament had an ecpial right td it. 11(‘ stre- 
nuously resist(‘d tlu' two chitd’ resolutions mo\ed by him, — 
that it was the ex])ress duty of the two houses tti ])rovide a 
Begeney in cast' of int(‘rniption to the royal authority — and 
that they aloiu' should dt'termine on the nu'ans to givt* the 
royal assent to the bill constituting such a lli'gency. It 
appears, however, that in this ditlicult and delicate emergency 
he was less consulted than on jmevious occasions by the 
party, his views being somi'what ditlerent from theirs, and 
urged willi nion' (‘ariu'stness. He was not summoned to 
Carlton House' till early in Filiruary 1 7S9. 

The bill itself introduci'd as it was with so many restric- 
tions, he atigmatisc'd as derogatory to tlu* Prince, who was 
left to exercise all the invidious dutic's of governnu'nt without 
its power to encourage or reward merit. He debated it 
clause by clause with unabated s])irit till toward the end of 
February wdien the hayipy n'covery of the Sovereign at 
length put an end to the bickerings and jH'rsonalities on all 
Bides produced by this conti'ution. The usual and indeed 
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uncommon diligence with which he sought for information 
on all topics of interest may be conceived from what took 
place on this occasion. Besides ransacking our history for 
precedents or points of coincidence, lie examined all the 
medical books treating of the disease, visited st‘\ eral recep- 
tacles for persons so afflicted in ordtT more thoroughly to 
trace its general progress and results, and was in constant 
attendance during the exaininatiuns of the physicians. 
Neither was his pen loss exercised upon this occasion than 
any other of his powers ; and crc'dit has been given to it 
though perliaps untruly, for a variety of short pieces pub- 
lished in the lU'Wspapers of the day. These however were 
inferior missiles compared with another pi-oduetion which 
from tlie quarter lienee it nominally tMuanaled, the im- 
portant political seiitinieiits it eontained, tlu* style in which 
they were conveyed, and the celebrity which the paper not 
only ae(piired at the mominit but has ev(‘r since naained, 
claimed an importaiure which it was suspected eouhl only be 
given to it by the same gifted penman. 

On the 3()tli December 17SS, ^fr. Pitt addressed a letter 
to the Prince of AVales, specifying in detail the restrictions 
to be imposed upon him in the olliee of Regent. The reply, 
which necessarily would meet the public eve, r(‘(juired in its 
eoinjiosition no oi’diuary share of skill, discretion, and sound 
constitutional knowledge ; for whiltj the? Prince could not 
but express displeasure at the iiugenerous suspicious insinu- 
ated against bis future eonduet, eonsiderahh' res(‘rv(‘ became 
necessary in touching upon every other of the question, 
so as not to eomiiiit himself or his ])olitieal frimuis with Par- 
liament, with the [lublie, with the Queen, or with his Majesty 
in case of his rt*eovery. For the e\i‘eution of this delicate 
duty the eyes of the pfirty din^ctly turiu'd upon Burke. In 
his hands while it would be sure to acquire the requisite 
vigour, information, and address necessary fur the occasion, 
the heat which occasionally attended him in debate was 
known to bo wholly discarded from his compositions in the 
closet. This paper though little time was given him for de- 
liberating ou the matter, fully confirmed their anticipations. 
Indeed it is almost surjirising how readily and completely he 
(juits in a irioment the w'arinth of the ])artizaii for the 
dignity of the Prince ; which combined with the known fact 
so recently proclaimed by himself of being little familiar with 
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the interior of Carlton House, have given birth to doubts 
whether he was really the author of the* piece ; but of this fact 
the rough draught being found among his papers, there is 
now no (juestion. A few trilling alterations said to be made 
in his outliiH' of it were emphatically pronounced at the time 
to be not for the better. 

The jealousy and displeasure instilled into the mind of tlie 
Queen towar(i her son W(‘r(‘ not among the least proofs of 
the sinister arts used upon this occasion. Of some of his 
Iloyal Highness’s friiaids and advisers, particularly the heads 
of opposition, still worse opinions ^^e^e formed. Mr. Burke 
about this time used to say that some ]>ains had been more 
than once taken though without any provocation on his part, 
to cause him to stand ill with her IMajesty ; in the first in- 
stance on occasion of the economical reform bill ; in the 
second by the impeachmenG of Hastings whom she thought 
w(‘ll of and was l)eli(‘ved to supjiort ; in th(‘ third by the 
])arliamentary ])rocee(lings on the ])resent question. An in- 
stance (»f tlu' ])altry though ])erhaj)s not unsuccessful arts 
made use of at the formt*r ])eriod to his disadvantage 
came to Ins knowledge soon afUa- it occurred, and was men- 
tioned in conversation with some familiar friends as an exem- 
]dificati(»u of a strong phrase of his <twu for w hich he had been 
sometimes taken to task, “ tin* low ])im[)ing politics of a 
court.” Her i\laj('sty it siaans had b(‘en accustomed to use 
a lemon every morning for purpos(‘s of the toilet, but im- 
mediately aft(‘r the passing of the nd’orm bill in 17S2, found 
regularly half a lemon substitut(‘(l fin* a whole om‘. Upon 
inquiring into the cause she was informed it arose from the 
(iperation of ]\lr. Burke’s bill, which under the ])l('a of 
economy was intended to diminish or to dt'privo her and 
those about her of all their litth' comforts and eonveniencies. 
“ And however cojitemptible the shafts,” said he, “ levelled 
in this and other similar methods, 1 found they wore not 
without their venom.” 

In th(* abuse poured out upon him during the discussions 
on the Kegency, it was said that he displayed a kind of in- 
difference or indelicacy to the unha]>])y condition in which 
his Majesty was placed; a charge which his general and in- 
deed extreme humanity upon all occasions, and a fair inter- 
pretation of his (‘xpressions such as eveu’v dtUater solicits 
from his hearers, sufficiently refute. It is* well known that 
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from a certain infirmity of temper he felt too warmly Tij)on 
all public topics? ; that he gave vent to his feelings too freely ; 
and committed upon this as upon other occasions in his life 
the fault of being too unreserved witli the ])ublic at large, 
w'hich as ex])erience has fre(pi(‘ntly provc'd, treats those 
statesmen with the least consideration who exhibit towards 
it the real emotions they cxp(‘rience. Concealment and 
art though considered the vices of a high public character 
seem almost necessary to his position in ordiT to enjoy the 
favour of those wliom he serves. In debate Burke’s warmth 
was sufficiently j)unished on this occasion by unjust insinua- 
tions in the House, by abundant abuse in the newspapers, 
and bv cries of order! frequently r(‘peated in d(‘bjit('. 

Politicians militant commonly make the great(‘st excuses 
for each other ; and there wert' many apologies for his warmtli 
in the undoubted and admitted maiueuvring of IVIinistry 
which would hav(‘ enabled them to jockey his friends out ot* 
the useful exercise of power had it been acquired. So like- 
wise in the artful concealuK'nt of tlu* design till the middle of 
December when it was ripe for (‘X(‘cution ; in th(‘ means 
made use of to instil ungenerous sus])icions of her children 
into the mind of th<‘ Que(‘n ; in the anomalous principle of 
an elective regency in an lu'reditary monarchy ; in the fraud 
and fiction as he strongly t<Tmed it of making thi* f treat 
Seal, a thing of wax and copper, a sul)stilut(' for a King, 
when a living, lawful, intelligent h(‘ir was at hand ; in the 
number and nature of the rt*striclions imposi'd ; in the con- 
flicting opinions of the j)hysiclans. 2s o one understood the 
nec€*ssity for such allowance'*, or acted more fairly ujmnthem 
than Mr. Pitt : for though keeidy sensitive tf> the sarcasms 
of his ()j)ponent. particularly when taunted with Ix'ing a co;//- 
pefitor for the Kcgency with the Prince, and to which he re- 
plied by an ungentTous accusation that Mr. l^urkt' did not 
wish the King to recover, tlu- occasion had no sooner c(‘ased 
than it was forgot t<‘n on the ])art of both ; both j)robably 
feeling that had their situations as to pow(;r b(‘eii reversed, 
th(‘ir conduct might not have materially differed. 

The emergency to any IMinister was m‘w and dilficult, but 
the characteristi(r dexterity of Mr. Pitt, and tin* diMnocratical 
view’ which tlu? j)res{!rvation, or speedy resum])tion of pow’cr 
rendered it expedient for him to take, tickl(*d the popular feel- 
ing into approval of all that he did. Itw as no more than natu- 
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ral that he should wish to r(*tain the important station he then 
held ; and it is equally certain that had h(‘ thought there was 
the most distant hope of retaining it under the Hegeiit, the 
restrictions upon the hitter would not ha\ e been imposed. 
Tew of any party can ])ossil)ly doubt this. U'he justice 
of the restrictions was tluTcfore, to say the least, question- 
able ; and cast a susjiicioji wIktc no suspicion ought fairly to 
havi‘ fallen. 

Whatever be the opinion of the IMinisttr’s ])ublic measures, 
or the purity of his motives, his ])rivatt* conduct was manly ; 
too unceremonious ])erha])s, too lofty, too unbending towards 
the heir to thi‘ throne to be consistent with tlu‘ diderence 
du(' to his high station in the state, though he disclaimed the 
slightest intentional disr(‘spect. The Chancellor disjdayed 
more art on this occasion and intinitidy more ])liancy. llough 
and knotted in character only\\h(‘ii his ollicial existimcewas 
not in daiigiT, lu‘ on this t>ccasion exhibiti'd more of the 
willow than the oak in his composition, oscilhiting bi'tween 
the contending interests with a degree of elasticity of which 
he was ])revi()usly not thought cajtable, and which in the 
eyes of n(*ar ohserviTs did not teiul to exalt his character. 
It is well known he was negociating at Carlton House for 
the preservation of his oHici‘ iu‘arly up to the moim'ut that 
tlu* ri'covery of the king became probable. ]\lr. Burke 
necessarily aware of this, assailed him with s(‘veral sarcasms, 
particularly on hearing of a burst of tlu* pathetic accompa- 
nied by ti'ars from him in the House of Lords, in allusion to 
the alliicting condition of his ^Majesty, wlu‘n he said, “ When 
I forget his IMajesty’s favours, may (iod foi’get me !” “The 
theatrical tears then shed,” he said, “were not the tears of 
patriots for dying laws, but of Lords for their exjnring 
pla(*es ; the iron ti*ai*s w hicli tlowi'd down Bluto’s cheek 
rather resembh*d the dismal bubbling of the Sfi/r than the 
gentle murmuring streams of ; in fact, they Avere 

tears for his IMajesty’s bread, and those who shed them 
w^ould stick by tlie King’s loaf as long as a single cut of it 
remained, while even a crust of it h(*ld together.” During 
the progress of this business, the corresjiondence of Mr. 
Burke wdth Lord Charlemont, who took the lead in the 
Irish House of liords and formed one of the dejuitation 
bearing its Address to the Prince, w as freipient and conti- 
dential ; he being indeed the main channel used for the com- 
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nmnioation of public opinion of Ire^land, between that 
nobleman and bis Koval Highness. Of the latter, Avith 
whom he had now enjoyed several confidential interviews, he 
spoke highly in a letter to his Lordship of April 4th 17S9. 

Though most persons thought his ex(‘rtions on this (piestion 
sufficiently active, he did not seem to have the same opinion 
of them himself. “ My tiiiu‘ of life,” said he, writing to the 
same nobleman, July ioth, on this and other matters, “the 
length of iny service, and the temper of the public, rendcn‘d 
it very unfit for me to exert mystdf in the common routine 
of Opposition.” Yet he liad extorted himself on several 
topics in Parliament with great zeal, in addition to the un- 
ceasing slavery of tlie impt*achmeiil in Mi'stminster Hall. 
With Mr. Fox, though without expressly naming him, he 
was evidently dissatisfied on the Kegency question, and also 
with others of his coadjutors. Allusions to these* and to 
continueil ill succt‘ssin the pursuit of [)ublic objects, occur in 
other passages of the same letter. He had lest some* ground 
in general o})inion by the tone of the late discussions (ui a 
delicate question. Warmth of temperament sometimes over- 
powered prudential considerations ; and on two or three 
occasions lie was int(‘rrupted for undue heat or se\(‘re in- 
vectives against the supporters of Alinistry. His speeehea 
on this subject weie more than a dozen in number. 

The trial of Mr. Hastings had with him howcvi'i* lost none 
of its interest ; for the sjiirit of an animati'd apostroplu^ whieli 
he had addressed to a friend on meeting him in the street the 
day after tlie impeachment was first voted, in allusion to 
that and other jiublic events of the moment, seemed still to 
actuate him. “ What a proud day,” he exclaimed, “ for 
England !—AVhat a glorious prospect ! — Hi‘r justice extend- 
ing to Asia — her humanity to Africa— her friendship to 
America — and her faith and good will to all Europe* !” A 
bold though indirect atteirqit was now made to detach him 
from the pursuit of an object upon which so much talent 
and almost incredible labour and persevt‘rance had alr(‘ady 
been exjiended. Having incidentally stated lad’ore the House 
of Lords that Mr. Hastings had murdered Nundcomar by 
the hands of Sir Elijah Impey, the former caused a petition 
to be presented to the Commons by his agent Major IScott, 
complaining of the words as irrelevant to the matter at issue, 
and calculated to prejudice him in the opinion of liis judges. 
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Mr. Burke replied that the^^ were not irrelevant ; for in 
urging a charge of pecuniary corruption against the culprit, 
it was to be expected he w'ould not let slip the opportunity 
of naming the agent by w'hom the bribe was conveyed (from 
Munny Begum) and the means by which such agent was 
afterwards got rid of when he had threatened to become an 
accuser. On the same subject he also addressed a long letter 
to IVlr. Montague, who read it to the House. 

Discussions on this matter took place in the Commons on 
the 27tli and 30th of April, and 1st and 4th of May, when 
on the latt(T day the Marquis of Graham mo\i‘d tliat the 
words complained of “ought not to have b(‘eii spoken,” 
which was carried by a considerable majority. Mr. Bouverie 
immediately moved, “ That the thanks of this House be 
given to the right honourable Edmund Burke and the rest 
of the manag(‘rs for their exertions and assiduity in the pro- 
secution of til e impeachment against Warren Hastings, Esq., 
and that they be desired to persevere in the same.” This 
being ohjeetc'd to by tlie ]Master of the Bolls as jirematnre, 
the prcMous qLU‘sti(»n was moved by him and carried. The 
result of these votes gave offence to the committee of mana- 
gers. Two s(‘veral meetings were lield, one the same even- 
ing, th(' other the following morning, to consider of the 
jirojiriety of surri'iidering at once a laborious duty in tlie 
perforinanct* of whicli tluy were thus coldly supported ; but 
after some discussion it was resolved to jiroceed. To this 
r(*sult 31r. Burke, as may be supposed, mainly contributed. 
Erom the first ])resentat ion of ]Mr. Hastings’s petition, coun- 
tenanet‘d as it obviously was by Ministry, lie entertained 
suspicion of a design indirt'ctly to interrupt or wholly get 
rid of a ])i’oceeding never agrt'cable, as he was well aware, to 
the highest authority in the kingdom, by exciting disgust in 
the minds of those ajipointi'd to carry it on. This and other 
stratage ms, as had been foresi‘en by iiimstdf years before, he 
determined should not take effect with him ; and to intimate 
his resolution more generally that nothing short of a formal 
vote of the House to rmnovt* him should slacken his exertions, 
the letter to Mr. Moiitagm* had been written. 

H(‘ took credit for perseverance on this occasion. Alluding 
to it two years afterward in conversation with Sir Joshua 
Bey nolds and Wilkes, he said, “the most brilliant day of 
my life, and that wdiich I would most wish to live over 
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again, \Yas the day I appeared at the bar of tlie House of 
Lords with the censure ot* tlie Commons in my hand. I had 
but an hour to prepare myself; the resolution of the other 
managers to ]U’oceed in the business having only just been 
taken. INlr. Lox strongly urged me to relinquish the prose- 
cution at that time — Mr. Pitt as anxiously hoped 1 should ; 
but had'there been no higher motive, no moral principle at 
work to induce me to ])ersevere, the disgrace of such a 
retreat on account of such a provocation and the weakness of 
mind it would have indiciited, must have proved fatal to any 
public character.” 

Mr. Sheridan, as may be supposed from his more careless 
habits was occasionally remiss in attendances upon the meet- 
ings of the managers ; and a note from Burke to his lady is 
extant as a 7'( ‘fresher to his nuunorv on one of these occa- 
sions. Another, addressed to himself, iterates something of 
the same design of pushing forward his idler colh'ague to the 
assiduous peribrmance of an important public duty, as there 
is direct allusion to some breach of previous engagement. 

“ You have only to wish to be excused to suc(*eed in your 
wishes ; for indeed he must be a great (‘luMuy to himself who 
can consent, on account of a momentary ill-humour, to keep 
himself at a distance from you. 

“ VV^ell, all will turn out right, — a)id half of you, or a 
quarter, is wortli five other men. 1 think that tins cause, 
which was originally yours, will he n'cugnized by you, and 
that you will again possess yourself of it. The owner’s 
mark is on it, and all our docking and cropping cannot 
hinder its being known and eherislK'd by its original master. 
Mv most humble resp(‘cts to Mrs. Sheridan. 1 am hapj)y to 
find that she takes in good part the lib(‘j-ty I ])n‘sumed to 
take with her. Grey lias done much, and will do (*very- 
tlnng. It is a ])ity that he is not always toned to the full 
extent of his talents. 

‘‘I feel a little siekLsh at the aj)proaehing day. I have 
read much — too much ])erliaps— and in trutli am but poorly 
prepar(‘(i. ^lany things too have brokim in u])on me.” 

Greiit as the offences of Hastings appeared to inquiring 
public men, incessant pains bad been taken to ri‘pres(‘nt him 
the victim of whim, or personal ri‘scijtment, or mistake, or 
persecution, or anything else that suited the immediate 
purpose of Ids agents. These representations had extensive 
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effect among the less informed class of politicians, more 
especially of the softer and more sensitive sex ; so that Burke 
sometimes found himself in indifferent odour with a few 
former very staunch admirers. Even Miss Burney could not 
view her friend as before. Windsor opinions had throwm a 
halo of innocence around the alleged culprit ; and now 
instalh'd in the domestic retinue of the (^ueen, how w'as it 
possible for her not to take the hue or fashion of the ])lace ? 
She attended the opening of the trial and describes her 
impressions; — “I shuddered and drew' involuntarily back, 
when as the doors were flung open, I saw Mr. Burke as 
head of the Committee, make his solemn entry. He held a 
scroll in his hand and walked alone, his brow knit with cor- 
roding care and deep labouring thought — a brow how 
diflerent to that Avhich had proved so alluring to my w armest 
admiration w hen tirst 1 met him ! — 8o highly as he had been 
my favourite, so ca])tivating as 1 had found his manners 
and conversation in our first acquaintance, and so much as I 
had ow’ed to his zeal and kindness to me and my aft’airs in 
their progress ! How did I grieve to behold him now the 
cruel persecutor— such to me he appeared — of an injured 
and innocent man !” 

She was present on the second day of his address — “All 
I had heard of his ehupumce, and all 1 had conceived of his 
great abilities was more than answereil by his performance. 
Nervous, clear, and striking was almost all that he uttered. 
* * * When he narrated, he was easy, flowing, and 

natural; wIumi he di'claimed, energetic, ^^arm, and brilliant. 
The sentiments he inltTsperstnl were as nobly conceived as 
they W'cre highly coloured ; his satire had a poignancy of 
w'it that made it as entertaining as it was ])enetrating ; his 
allusions and quotations apt and ingenious.” But adds that he 
w^as discursive and lanciful, though no misctdlaneous hearer 
could venture to iind fault. On the third attendance, Mr. 
Windham told her — “ And Burke — you should have lu*ard the 
conclusion of Burki‘’s spc^ech ; Twas the noblest ever uttered 
by man” — “ So 1 have been told.” — She compares him at this 
time wdth another great orator to the disadvantage of the 
latter; and we must take the judgment of a lady as good 
evidence in regard to orator icar manner. “Mr. Fox spoke 
five hours, and with a violence that did not make one forget 
w'hat I had heard of his being in a fury. I shall only say a 
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word of the speakers as far as relates to my own feelings * * * 
1 adhei'o to Mr. Burke, whose oratorical powers appeared to 
me far more gentlemanlike, scholarlike, and fraught with 
true genius than those of Mr. Fox.’* Subsequently she adds 
that Burke’s violence might be excused as no one could doubt 
his being in earnest; but Fox’s violence seemed to be })ut on 
for the occasion. 

After tlic Regency question she could not as may be sup- 
posed from her associations look upon him with much favour; 
sometimes turning away in dislike ; sometimes confessing to a 
burst of the old feeling of admiration. A day in Westminster 
Hall ill 1790 is' spokeii of as heavy — “]Mr. Anstruther 
weighing it down ; and Mr. Ihirke sjieaking from time to time 
and lighting it up. (1 were his purpose wt)rthy of his talents 
what tui eiiect would his oratory product*!” L(;oking at 
him ill tin* ManagtT’s box we have tin* (‘xelamation from 
her — “Poor Mr. Burke! — so near to being wliolly right, 
while yt‘t wliolly nrong!” And noticing IMr. AVindham’s 
regard* says — “His aifoetioii for him seems to amount to 
fondness. * This is not for mt* to wond(*r at. W'lio was 
so captivated as myself by that extraordinary man till he 
would no longer suffer me to reverence the tahaits I must 
still even admire?” The distaste of tlu* ladies to their 
former love had become infectious. Hastings and the 
Regency had alienated even Mrs Montagu. But, if ive 
look fonvard from this, and anticipate time by a year when 
be Ivid s(*t Europe in agitatit)n by his work on tin* French 
Revolution, it will be found that they eventually retnrin'dto 
their allegiance to this great ea[)tivator of men and women; 
and could ('V(*n doubt wbetlu'r he who seom(‘d so incon- 
sistent or mistaken in jiarts, was not right upon the whole. 

A m(*asure now in active progre.ss not li‘ss dear to his reason 
than his feelings was the abolition of the slave trade, for which 
was pronounced (May 12th) an animated and argum(‘ntativ(* 
app(*al. “ He thought the House, the nation, and all Europe 
under very great and serious obligations to the honourable 
gentleman (Mr. Wilberforce) for having l)rought the sub- 
ji‘ct forward in a manner the most masteidv, impn*ssive, and 
elocpieiit. A trad(; begun with savage war, prosecut(*d w'ith 
unh(*ard-of-cruelty, continued during the mid-passage w'ith 
the most loathsome imprisonineiit, and ending in ])erpetual 
exile and unremitted slavery, was a trade so horrid in all its 
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circumstances that it 'was impossible a single satisfactory 
argument could be adduced in its favour.” 

To this subject it will be remembered' he had directed his 
mind, when the suflerings of the Negro (commanded little 
attention elsewhere; and now that public sympathy was 
roused, a man of his sensitive, tempe'rameut would not fail to 
be in the first rank of abolitionists. With its leading 
chain {)ioii in Parliament, he was on friendly, though not per- 
haps very intimate terms. Opjiosed in political attachments, 
occasional assaults in tlie war of words came from either ; but 
this occasioned no coolness, and he readily accepted Wilber- 
forc('’s invitations to those i|uii‘t dinners given to his 
friends during the Session. About this time the latter 
writ('s in his Diary — “ Burke, Sir G. Elliot, Sir Andrew 
St. John dined with me. First not in spirits, but yet a 
great man.” He recurs to the subjt*ct of bis intercourse 
with him on several occasions. “ J had peculiar ])leasure in 
his dinners with me as an evidence of our perfect harmony. 
He was a great man. — 1 never could understand how' he 
gr(*w to be at oiu* time so neglect (‘d. In part undoubtedly 
it was, that like JMackintosb afterwards lie was above his 
audieuce. He had eome late into Parliament, and liad 
bad time to lay in vast stores of knowledge. The held 
from which -ho dnnv his treasures was magiiificmit. Like 
the fabled obji'ct of the fairy’s favours, wlaaieviT he opened 
Ids mouth ])earls and diamonds dropped from him.” 

The criminal laws became another subj(*et for the exertion 
of his liumam* spirit (May 2Sth on a bill for encouraging 
the growth of roots, trei‘s, and shrubs) censuring their 
number and severity ; asst*rting the whole system to be radi- 
cally defective and derogatory to a civilizt*d country. Yet 
undue puuisiimtmts wen* still att('mpt(^d to be multiplied — a 
course of h*gislatiou he had always opp()si*d, and should 
continue to oppose. A revision of the whole criminal code 
was nect'ssary, for in its present static it was abominable. 
In ])oiuting out the necessity for a revision of those laws as 
wludly disproportioned in severity of punishment to the 
ollences committed, he v\'aa accustomed to tell a story indica- 
tive of the indifterence with which vindictive enactments were 
frequently permitted to ])ass through Parliament. On an 
evening when an important discussion was expected to come 

V 
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on in the House of Commons he entered the smoking-room 
which contained many members not usually in attendance, 
and on inquiring oi one who looked disappointed as to 
their presence, received for answer — Have you not heard 
then ? The great debite is put off ; — and I left them doing 
nothing but voting a few capital felonies.” On this subject 
as on many others, he was in advance of his time ; an({ we 
can now look back 'wnth satisfaction to his opinions which 
have had their influence on others, and thus corrected the 
sanguinary spirit of our code. He allud(*d to it in private 
society even more frequently than in public. 

On the question of the choice of a Speaker (June 8th) h(» 
supported his friend Sir Gilbert Elliot against the Minister’s 
friend {Mr. Addington,) and in contrast to some depreciatory 
remarks of Mr. Pitt, claimed a merit which has never 
been denied him. “ Wliatever faults he (Mr. Burke) might 
have, he never had attempted to lower rising talents in 
public esteem. On the contrary, if he ever had any merit, 
it was in hailing those superior talents \vheiiev(T he had 
discovered them. The blossoming abilities of young mem- 
bers always afforded him the highest satisfaction, because it 
struck him as a renovation of th(‘ stock of public taltmt, and 
a pleasing earnest of the preservation of the constitution.” 
These, with some discu.ssions respecting libtds on tlie House, 
published in the paper called the “ World,” and several 
matters of less importance, formed Ids chief exertions in 
Parliament until its rising. 


At the close of this Sesvsion, a period of parliamentary as 
Avell as of general tranquillity .seemed at hand. No object 
of prominent interest was before the public. The contest 
about the Eegency had been set at rest by the r(!C()very of 
the King. The impeachment, however fr(;sh in the minds of 
its conductors, had lost much of its hold on public curiosity. 
He felt unwell; and several acquaintance beside Mr. Wilber- 
force observed him to be unusually de])ressed. Something of 
this feeling appears in the conclusion of his letter to Lord 
Charlemont, July 10, 1789, already quoted — “As to the 
politics of Ireland as I see nothing in them very pleasant, 
I do not wish to revive in your mind what your best 
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philosophy is required to make tolerable. Enjoy your 
Marino* and your amiable and excellent family. These are 
comfortable sanctuaries where more extensive views of 
society are gloomy, and unpleasant^ and unsafe.” Ill suc- 
cess in many of his labours had no doubt fostered this spirit 
of despondency ; and a period of apparent political inaction 
seemed at hand which however agreeable to enjoy for a 
time, was really alien to a temperament and habits always 
of the most active description. But a week had not elapsed 
after this letter was written, when the storming of the 
Bastilh^ in Paris, the thdection of the army, the lawless 
massacres of the mob, the flight of many of the nobility and 
part of the royal family, and the entire dissolution of the 
powers of govcrnnieiit, seemed the consummation by open 
outrage of th(^ moral disorders which for two or three years 
had perva(l(*d a neighbouring kingdom. 

France, in the (*ves of an Englishman, liad for centuries 
pr(‘sented a striking contrast to liis own country, especially 
in one conspicuous and leading jioint. Lo-ng her equal in 
science, in tlie arts, in letters, in war, abounding in men of 
great genius and attainments as well as in correct andextended 
views, and j)r(‘-('min(‘nt in all the amenities of polished life, 
she was yet but a savage in the appreciation of freedom. 
Slie had acquired all things but that alone which is the most 
valuable of all, and which most ennobles man in his own 
opinion. The light of liberty was the only light which had 
not shone iijion her. The spirit to acquire national freedom 
was the only spirit in which she had shown herself defi- 
cient. Little desirous of amending old despotic institutions, 
slie had continued quietly to submit to them I'or jiearly two 
centuries after England had thrown the greater part com 
pletely otf ; as if <‘xample in this most contagious of idl 
feelings and occurring even at her doors, was lated to raise 
neither imitation nor sym])athy. A portion of this indif- 
ference arose from lu‘r overweening vanity. Conceited 
beyond most nations, she despised whatever was not her 
own; and wrapped up in the splendours of military gloiy 
and absolute monarchy, she not only could not understand 
the advantage of our more poj)ular form of government, but 

* A beautiful villa near Dublin, commanding the whole eweep of the 
bay, and much of the surrounding country. 
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deemed it inefficient to her favourite purposes of war and 
aggrandisement. With characteristic self-complacency, some 
of her statesmen and all her courtiers, pronounced it suited 
only to a people whose national spirit and manners they 
were pk'ased to say partook largely of barbarism. Occa- 
sional consciousness of political degi’aclation had indeed been 
exhibited by many of her eminent men during the preceding 
fifty years, but it was partial and soon forgotten. The 
wheels of government continued to roll on, clogged indeed by 
the obstructions which an absolute monarchy has a natural 
tendency to engender, and might still have continued to move, 
however slowly, had nut financial difficulties soon after the 
close of the American war, pn‘cipitated an event for which 
the government of the country was wholly unpr(*j)ared. 

To remedy these deficiencies and to restore public 
credit, a selection from the higher order of each class of 
persons in the langdoin was at length Jissembled, followed 
by tlu‘ convocation of lier ancient legislature, the “ States 
General,” wlieuby very ordinary eflbrts ot’hoiu'sty and good 
sense, France might have aecjiiired all that could be desired 
in the way of freedom. But the mass of her pt'ople were 
ignorant ; the nobility and clergy bigoted to invidious pri- 
vileges and exemptions ; the ties of religion loosened in the 
higher and middling classes by an extensi\e conspiracy of 
Atheists and Deists ; the state of morals among the same 
classes, licentious; and when the moment ofdiiliculty came, 
the King — himself a Lot in the mid.st of Gomorrah — was 
compelled to encounf(*r a most alarming emergency sur- 
rounded by few good and by still fewer Aviso men. 

The scenes tliat ensued cannot here* be retraced. They arc* 
painful to contemplate, and Iavo or three centuries luaice will 
scarcely be believed. But the deliberative body, presented 
the most fearful as Avell as the most curious sp(‘ctacJ(i of all. 
It is difficult even now to tell whetlier knaveuw or fully j)redo- 
minated most in its proceedings. There Avere in it in* doubt, 
some clever, and many good men; but they av ere far out- 
numbered by the designing, the unprin(*i])led, the needy, the 
ignorant ; by dreamers and speculative philosophers un- 
acquainted with the first elements of political science, wln> 
in attempting to carry their fanciful reveries into effect, 
might be said to have coiiA'crted anarchy into a system. 

They took a constitution in baud as a savage would a look- 
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iDg-glass, or a Chinese puzzle, which required to be shaken 
to pieces in order to discover the charm within. All the 
balances of the State were overturned, the rights of 
property infringed, distinctions as old as the foundation 
of the kingdom abrogated. No attempt was made to retain 
such shattered elements of th(' State as w(^re in themselves 
good — no wis(‘ design as Lord Bacon expresses it, to weed, 
to prune, and to graft, rather than to ])lough up and plant 
all afresh — hut a seeming desir(‘ to drag up institutions by 
the roots, to enjoy a speei(‘s of moral eliaos, to revel in the 
luxury of iiu'xtrieahle conlusion ; and so generally w^as this 
spirit diffused that many of the nobility and gentry 
whose inliTests and evtm (‘xistemee w('re at stake by the 
schemes in agitation, b(‘(*ame the most forward instru- 
ments of their own d(‘strii(*ti()n ; some from love of 
popularity, hut the majority from utter want of foresight as 
to eousequenees. Among the imonbei’s of the Assembly, 
might be schmi soon after its formation that theoretical perfec- 
tion of ^‘presentation so much admired by certain jxditicdaris 
practically ]mt to the t(‘st. Kvt'ry class of socic'ty almost 
to th(‘ olfal, was ransacked for deputies. The fruits were 
such as migljt be cxpt'cted; men without wisdom, without 
dignity, without pro])erty, without (‘xperieneo or consis- 
tency of conduct ; whos(‘ mei'tings had litth‘ of tht' character 
of deliberation, and whose de(‘ds as tin* revolution pro- 
ceeded, woidd but for their atrocity, have been as laughable 
for folly, as they wtme defective in judicious and honest 
qualities. 

A curious inquirer might trace among ctmtain of its 
members who ^^ork<*d their way by follies or crimes 
into the service of the State during the confusion, a strange 
aversion toward their former condition or attachments. 
Noblemen were to be setm denouncing the order of nobility ; 
ministers of a dcjspotic monarchy calling for a rc'public ; 
courtiers denying the royal authority ; priests voting religion 
an incumbrance ; lawyers overturning all semblance of law 
or justice ; philoso])hers admitting of no argument but the 
guillotine ; poets chanting the necessity for blood ; painters, 
coolly catching the finishing touches of their ai’t in the 
dying struggles of the scatluid ; for all these facts literallv 
occurred. Below' them, and still more active in the w'ork 
of revolutionary regeneration, were tradesmen — butchers. 
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brewers, bakers and others — busily occupied in thinning by 
the guillotine the mouths they had contributed to feed ; and 
school-masters, musicians, players, dancing-masters, exter- 
minating those orders of society who had previously formed 
their chief or only means of support. 

The people at large were not unworthy of such represen- 
tatives. Paris and much of the country, became trans- 
formed into a den of uncaged maniacs, acting the most wild, 
and horrible extravagances such as no country barbarous or 
civilized ever before offered ; equal even to the murderous 
amusements of Ashantee. Were not the facts notorious, it 
w'ould be difficult to believe that human nature had been so 
desperately wicked. The rights of man, ostentatiously pro- 
claimed, were every day atrociously violated ; religion defamed 
and abolished, to make way for the goddess of reason; morality 
derided ; piblic massacres sanctioned ; anarcliy legalized ; 
quarter to English prisoners of war disallowed by the public 
vote of tlie Deputies of the nation ; proscription and blood- 
shed decreed to be the duty, almost the recreation of ruffians 
in power; even the dead torn from their graves to undergo 
revolting indignities. All the ties that bind men together 
seemed to be dissolved. Obligations had little power to 
conciliate, or gratitude to bind the dependent to nis bene- 
factor ; brother turned from brotlier, the son almost from 
his father wherever there aj)peared hesitation in dooming to 
destruction all who possessed wealth, rank, or ])rinciple. For 
about five years Europe gazed with affright and astonishment 
at this spectacle, which embodying the barbarities of the 
most ferocious of mankind within the compass of a single 
state, rendered its government or rather its tyrants de- 
testable, its people infamous, and liberty thus abused the 
direst of all curses. 

In England, the first movements of the Ecvolution w’ere 
hailed as the; political deliverance of the French nation. Mr. 
Fox, IMr. Pitt, and others of eminence, tendered it their 
tribute of admiration. Mr. Burke alone w as more cautious 
or more penetrating. He professed to admire the principle 
as much as any one ; but either from that uncommon sagacity 
he had ever displayed on great national questions, from 
greater age and experience in life, from better knowledge of 
mankind or of French character, he entertained from the 
hrst remarkah^' miscrivings as to its operation and ree^'Hs. 
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Few things in political history are more interesting than to 
trace the first symptoms of this hesitation to approve, what 
all other and even great men thought it almost their dut}' 
instantly and by acclamation, to admire. Among his first 
sentiments on this topic communicated to correspondents, 
if not the very first, was a letter to Lord Charlemont, dated 
9th of August, 1789, about three weeks after the storm- 
ing of the Bastille, in which he opens his mind without 
reserve: — 

“ As to us here, our thoughts of every thing at home are 
suspended by our astonishment at the w'onderful spectacle 
which is exhibited in a neighbouring and rival country. 
Wliat spectators, and wliat actors ? England gazing with 
astonishment at a French struggle for liberty, and not 
knowing whether to blame or to applaud. The thing, 
indeed, though 1 thought I saw something like it in progress 
for several years, lias still somewhat in it paradoxical and 
mysterious. The spirit it is impossible not to admire ; but 
the old Parisian ferocity has broken out in a shocking 
manner. It is true, that this may be no more than a sudden 
explosion ; if so, no indication can be taken from it; but if 
it should be character, rather than accident, then that 
people are not fit fur liberty, and must have a strong hand, 
like that of their for hut masters, to coerce them. Men 
must have a certain fund of natural moderation to qualify 
them for freedom, else it becomes noxious to themselves, and 
a perfect nuisanca* to every body else. What will be the 
event, it is hard, 1 think, still to say. To form a solid 
constitution requires wisdom as well as spirit ; and whether 
the French have wise heads among them, or if they possess 
such, whether they have authority equal to their wisdom, is 
yet to be seen. In the mean time, the progress of this 
wdiole affair is one of the most curious matters of specula- 
tion that ever was exhibited.” 

Nothing can be more unambiguous and unreserved, or 
more consistent with the active j)art he afterwards took, 
than this avowal made in the confidence of friendship — that 
the spirit to aim at liberty was praiseworthy, but that 
ultimate approval by wise and good men must depend upon 
the manner in which that desire should be carried into eftect. 
The apprehensions which overshadowed his mind are obvious 
in this letter, and similar sentiments were communicated, 
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both verbaUy and in writing to other friends. His judg- 
ment might be said without a figure to be suspended over it 
like the sword of Damocles, and with almost equal power 
to destroy. 

' In the mean time with accustomed diligence, no means 
were left untried of procuring information, desiring all his 
acquaintance in Paris to transmit him whatever tiiey could 
collect of private or public documents on either side. Among 
his correspondents beside ont‘ or two advocates of note and 
other natives of distinction of the reasonable class of well- 
wishers to freedom, were others, chiefly foreigners, of a dif- 
ferent stamp ; such as Christie, the noted Thomas Paine, and 
the equally notorious Baron (otherwise Anacharsis) Clootz ; 
the two latter more especially, who in principle the 
very fanatics of revolutionary republicanism, were at this 
moment fated to supply unintentionally on their part, some 
of the materials which Mr. Burke, with equal speed and 
dexterity, sharpened into its most powerful antidotes. 
To another correspondent, ISI. de Menonvill'% a relation of 
the Baron de Menou and a member of the National Assem- 
bly, who requested his opinion of their aflairs towards the 
end of September 1789, ho wrote early in the following 
month, plainly exhibiting the gradual development of his 
opinions and apj)rehensions, as events took a more decided 
turn.* 

** As you are pleased to think, that your splendid flame 
of liberty was first lighted u]) at my faint and glimmering 
taper, you have a right to call upon me for my sentiments 
on whatever relate.s to that subject * * You may easily 

believe, that I have had my eyes turned with great curiosity, 
and no small concernment, to the astonishing 9 cene now 
displayed in France. It has certainly given rise in my 
mind to many reflections, and to some emotions. These 
are natural and unavoidable ; but it would ill become me to 
be too ready in forming a positive opinion upon matters 
transacted in a country, with the correct political map of 

• Some portion of this communication but with several variations, 
appears in a letter addressed to M. Dupont, a man of talents and con- 
nexions who had visited him at Beaconsfield a year or two before, and 
is published in the correspondence. But as it is long-er and more elaborate, 
we may consider it an improved version of hints first thrown out here to 
another. 
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'which I must be very imperfectly acquainted. Things, 
indeed, have already happened so jnuch beyond the scope 
of all specuhition, that persons of infinitely more sagacity 
than. I have, ought to be ashamed of any thing like confi- 
dence in reasoning upon the operation of any principle, or 
the eftect of any measure. It would become me least of 
all to be BO confident, who ought at my time of life to have 
well learned the important lesson of self- distrust— a lesson 
of no small value in company with the best information- — 
but which alone can make any sort of amends for our not 
having learned other lessons so well as it was our business 
to l(‘arn them. * You hope, Sir, that I think the 
French deserving of liberty. 1 certainly do. 1 certainly 
think that all men wdio desire it, deserve it. It is not the 
reward of our merit, or the acquisition of our industry. It 
is our inheritance. It is the birth-right of our species. We 
cannot forfeit ojir right to it, but by what forfeits our title 
to the privileges of our kind, I mean the abuse or oblivion of 
our national faculties ; and a ferocious indocility y which makes 
us promyt to wrong and vlolencey destroys our social nature, 
and transforms us into something little better than a descrip- 
tion of wild beasts. To men so degrad(‘d, a state of strong 
restraint is a sort of necessary substitute for freedom ; since, 
bad as it is, it may deliver them in some measure from the 
worst of all slavery, that is, the des})otism of their own 
blind and brutal passions. You have kindly said that you 
began to love freedom from your intercourse with me. 
Permit me then to eontiiiue our conversation, and to tell 
you what the ii-eedom is that 1 love. It is not solitary, 
unconnected, individual, sclfisli libiTtv. It is social freedom. 
It is that state of things in which the liberty of no man, and 
no body of men, is in a condition to trespass on the liberty of 
any pej'soti, or any description of persons in society 

In a second coiiimiinicatioii to the saute correspondent, he 
says — “ With regard to the state of things in Prance, 1 am 
afraid that as matters appear to me at ])resent, I cannot at 
all agree with you, until at least ray information is as good 
as your’s. I hope you do not think me weak enough to 
form my opinion of wliat is doing there from the represen- 
tations in newspapers, much less upon those of the new^s- 
papers of a country in which the true spirit of the several 
transactions cannot be generally known. As for me, I 
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have read, and with some attention, the authorized or rather 
equally authentic documents on this subject ; from the first 
instructions to the representatives of the several orders, 
down to this time. What else I have read has been for 
the greater part on the side of those who have a consider- 
able share in the formation and conduct of public measures. 
A great many of the most decisive events 1 conceive, are 
not disputed as facts though as usual there is some dispute 
about their causes and their tendencies. On comparing the 
whole of fact, of public document, and of what can be dis- 
cerned of the general temper of the French people, I per- 
fectly agree with you, that there is very little likelihood of 
the old government’s regaining its former authority. Were 
the king to escape from his palace where he is now in reality 
a prisoner with his wife and almost his whole family, to what 
place could he fly ! Every to^ n in France is a Paris. I 
see no way by which a second revolution can be ax^com- 
plished The only chance seems to consist in the extreme 
instability of every species of power and tl'e uncertainty of 
every kind of speculation.” 

At the time this was written, few indeed could agree in 
opinion with the sagacious w'riier, of tin* evils attendant on 
the Kevolution. Yet after every allowance for the gtmerous 
feelings of the moment in favour of a ])hantom which bore 
some resemblance to freedom, all considerate men nmst have 
been convinced, that the utter subversion ol' every institu- 
tion long cstablised in a State, can never under any circum- 
stances be justifiable or wise. Even material changes in the 
supreme authority, though ])erhaps sometimes necessary, are 
always dangerous. They must not be adopted but in the 
last extremity, and then managed only by the? most delicate 
and experienced hands. Earthquakes and hurricanes pos- 
sibly produce good, but few considerate men like to be within 
the sphere of their operation. It is just so with revolutions. 
The good is often problematical. The way to it at least is 
through confusion and evil, a quagmire of moral instability 
— of over-turned laws, property, and connexions —in which 
wantonly to throw dow'n every ancient land-mark, is wilfully 
to wander out of the road, to sink deeper as w'e proct'ed, and 
to plunge into difficulties w hich destroy every hope of attain- 
ing the destination in view’. Such however was the cfiect 
of example that persons in England disregarding the bles- 
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sings of the practical freedom they enjoyed, professed not 
only to admire the speculative reveries of France, but the 
wish to put some of the principal of them into practice. 
The delusion was widely spread and deeply rooted, — more 
general, than it is now easy or agreeable to believe ; nor did 
it with a lew even of our greatest men speedily pass away. 

A domestic affliction, about this time, detached his mind 
for a moment from contemplating public evils, to experience 
personally unieigned private sorrow — a more vulnerable 
point of sullc'ring, as even the most patriotic spirit must 
confess, to all men. This was the death of his sister, Mrs. 
French. A variety of private circumstances had tended to 
keep up little mon* than an epistolary communication during 
life, yet still with a hope fondly entertained by both, of 
spending the evening of their lives nearer to each other. 
Several letters addressed to lu‘r by members of Edmund’s 
family may hcreaft iT appear. 

Previously to tlu‘ meeting of Parliament in 1790, the pro- 
ceedings of tlu* National Assembly of Franct‘ seeming to rise 
in estimation in this country, drew from Mr. Burke, severe 
condemnation of the ])o])ular feeling ; terming it “ a gross in- 
fatuation,” “a tolerance of crime,” “ an absurd partiality to 
abstract follies ami practical wickedness.” Every arrival from 
France seenu'd mon* than to realiz.e his worst anticipations. 
AVhen informed of the opinions of ISIr. Fox, witli wdiom there 
had been some cessation of contidential intercourse for three 
years past, being opposed to his own, he cxpr(*ssed surprise 
and on one occasion said, “ Fox has too much good nature not 
to like any thing that })romises benefit to his fellow-men ; 
but in this matter, his judgment must soon correct the errors 
of his disposition.” Further information made him less san- 
guine in this ho])e respecting his friend ; and the ft^ar of open 
and direct disagreement induced him to rt‘solve not volun- 
tarily to obtrude his sentiments on the qiu'stion to Parlia- 
ment, — not at least until compelled so to do by a sense of 
duty jiaramouut to all private considerations. Bucli an occa- 
sion very soon called him forth. 

In tw^o debates on the army estimates (5th and 9th of 
February, 1790,) Mr. Fox not only eulogized the lievolution 
in France generally, but was imprudent enough to specify 
some points of jiarticular admiration — among others the 
total defection of the French military from their officers and 
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government. Colonel Phipps, as a military man, and other 
members, reprobated these sentiments loudly as subversive 
of discipline and subordination. Mr. Burke, on the second 
occasion (9tli February), expressing the highest admiration 
of the talents of his hon. friend, and the danger to our 
own country of giving the sanction of his name to such doc- 
trines; entered into an examination of the state of France, 
the principles, proceedings, and tendencies of the Kevolu- 
tion ; condemning in bitter terms the incurable ignorance of 
the leaders, their folly, injustice, and wii‘kedne8s, their pe- 
dantic theories, their abuse of elementary principles, and 
contrasted it ^^^th the English Kevolution, to which he 
could not find a point of resemblance. In England, nothing 
had been changt.'d but what absolute necessity required. In 
France on the contrary, nothing whatever, not even the most 
necessary or praiseworthy institution was preserved. He 
hated the old despotism of France, and still more he hated 
the new. It was a plundering, ferocious, bloody, tyrannical 
democracy, without a single virtue to redeem its numerous 
crimes ; and so far from bcdng as his hon. friend had inad- 
vertently said worthy of imitation, he would spend his last 
breath and the last drop of his blood — he would quit his 
best friends and join his worst enemies, to oppose the least 
tittle of such a spirit, or such an example, in England. 

This speech which contained no compliment to adminis- 
tration, but rather an adverse spirit, was nevertheless re- 
ceived by the members of that body and by a great majority 
of the House with gri'at applause. Mr. Pitt was among the 
most consj)icuous. He had been gimerously but incautiously 
led to express some opinion in favour of the si niggle then 
going on ; but alarmed at its progress and aspect, lie now 
app€‘ared to w^heel round to concur in the sentiments of j\lr. 
Burke. No matter he said, how they had differed on former 
points of policy ; he felt for him on that occasion the highest 
gratitude and reverence ; and not only the present genera- 
tion but the latest postc;rity would revere his name for the 
decided part he had that day taken. 

The reply of Mr. Fox was mild and conciliator}^ lie had 
ever, and did then, entertain the highijst veneration for the 
judgment of his hon. friend. By him he had been instructed 
more than by all other men and books put together. B^ him 
he had been taught to love our constitution ; from him he 
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had acquired fiearly all his political knowledge ; all certaiidy 
which was most essential, and which he most valued. “ His 
speech on tliat day, some arguments and observations ex- 
cepted, was one of tlie wisest and most brilliant flights of 
oratory ever delivered in that House,” but with all these 
admissions his opinions on the subject in (}U(\stion continued 
unshaken. A rejoinder from Mr. Biirki* expressed an 
equally complimc*ntarv and conciliatory sj)irit ; and the sub- 
ject, {(MidiT as it evidmitly was, would have dropped at 
least for th(‘ present without furtlu'r const‘quences, had not 
the zeal of Mr. Sheridan in support of the new opinions, 
urged him to charge his ])()lilical associate as a deserter 
from his tbrmer])rinciples — an assailant of the basis of freedom 
itself“- the advocate and aj)ologist of dopolism — tlu‘ libeller 
of men struggling in the most glorious of all causes. The 
reply to these unmeasured censures, mingled inde(*d with 
some straggling complinumts, was calm but decided. Such 
tenns, Mr. Hurk(‘ said, might have been spared, if for no- 
thing more than as a sacrifice to the ghost of d(*parted friend- 
ship. They W(Ti' but a repetition of what was said by the 
reforming clubs and societies with which the bon. gentleman 
had lately becoim* entangl(‘d, and for whose applause he had 
chosen to sacrifice his friend; though he might in time find 
that the value of such prais(‘ was not worth the price at 
which it was purclias^'d. Ibaiceforward, lu‘ added, they were 
separated in politit-s for ever. 

This schism threatened such consequences to th(‘ interests 
of the party, that attempts were instantly madi‘ and I’e- 
peated two days afterwards, to heal it by explanations in 
presence of the J)uk{^ of Portland, Mr. Pox, and othiu's of 
the eliicT membcTs at Burlington House. Tluw met at ten 
o’cloek at night and debated the matter until throe next 
morning, separating as they met, with irri'eoiicih'able dif- 
ferences of opinion. The display of tu'ilent on botli sides 
is said to Inm^ been remarkable. INlr. Burke pres(u-ved bis 
temper unruflled, expressing amieabh' sentiments towards the 
advocatts but abborrenee of the cause be maintained ; and 
the impression as to si'rviees, ])owers, and opinions, ])rovod 
so much in his favour upon the minds of those present, 
that Mr. Sheridan took offence, and f\)r the remainder of 
this session and the beginning of tlu' next, ceased from 
his usual active support in Parliament. 
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Some personal dislike prevailed between these distin- 
guished men ever afterwards, nor were they perhaps very 
cordial for some time before. Mr. Burke ivho alwa3^s com- 
plimented his talents, did not for many reasons place equal 
coufideuce in his general conduct or principles; one reason 
for which was his alleged breach of political faith in intrigu- 
ing for one of the highest cabinet situations in the new 
arrangements consequent on tlie settling of the llegency, 
to the exclusion of senior and higher claimants. It has 
been supposed also, that he was the ciiuse of Mr. Fox with- 
drawing from him some political confidence ; and there were, 
it is said, otlier private sources of disagreeim'ut. The wit, 
as he rose high in the private favour of an illustrious per- 
sonage, and in weight with liis party, felt some impatience of 
the prepondt^rance of Mr. Burke ; for lie possesst'd none of 
the humility of the latter in the estimatt* of his own imjiort- 
auce. With little of steady talent or qualilication for office, 
he had more than his ambition ; and forgetful of the disci- 
plined subordination of the old Whig school, aimed at 
vaulting to the head of that connexion ovtT su[)t*rior talents 
and longer services, though without private character, with- 
out serious hold on public confidence, and as was believed, 
w'ithout the diligence or punctuality necessary to conduct 
public business. After their disagr(*ement, it was remarked, 
that he always sat silent in private company when Mr. 
Burke was a theme of praise with every one else. In Parlia- 
ment he spoke of him more than once, “ as one for whose 
talents and personal virtue he entertaiiu'd the liiglu'st esteem, 
veneration and regard a compliment w'hich did not pre- 
vent him making ])ointed and personal attacks on the object 
of it, but which M-r. Burke randy deigru'd to r(‘gard. To his 
councils also, it has been said, that the subseciuent quarrel 
of the former with Mr. Fox was in some degj'ce owing. 

The zealous friends of Sheridan, blind to the violence of 
the political storm then in progress in Franc(', and d(‘eming 
perhaps that no public question whatever should be permitted 
to interfere with priv^ate connexion, began to tax their inge- 
nuity for the cause of this unexpected disclaimer by Burke, 
and discovered at length that it must be jealousy of his 
talents and influence. Among others Dr. Parr, though an 
ardent admirer of Burke, was too staunch a Whig and 
Foxite to see his former pupil Sheridan thus uncereino- 
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niouely thK)wn off without administering to the self-love ol 
his friends by assigning some such cause. He wrote thus 
immediately after the quarrel. “ It is not merely French 
politics that produc(*d this dispute ; — they might have been 
settled privately. No, no — there is jealousy lurking under- 
neath — ^jealousy of Mr. Sheridan’s eloquence ; — jealousy of 
his popularity ; — ^jealousy of his influence with Mr. Fox ; — 
jealousy perhaps of his connexion with the Prince.” — Sug- 
gestions of this nature are easily made, and preclude a spe- 
cific reply. In the present instance the accusation was 
scarcely })lausible. It is true as has been already said, that Mr. 
Burke believed he had sufficient reasons for disliking the 
conduet of Sheridan, ]iartieularly since the agitation of the 
Eegency question. But it should likewise be stated that 
Mr. Fox participated full}' in the same feelings ; and though 
they W(TC not so o])enly exhibited by him in the first instance, 
and afterwards by tla* (‘xigencies of politics were sometimes 
shrouded altogidluT, th(*y did not the less cease to influence 
the mind of that statt*sman, as is known to his friends, even 
to the end of his life. IVlr. Burke therefori', if actuated by 
displeasure towards the wit, did not stand alom' in that 
feeling. The ostensible leader of the ])arty joined him in 
it. As to jealousy in the common sens(‘ of the term, it was 
so wholly improbable that no one who uiuh*rstood their 
niiative merits eith(‘r in political sciiaicc or in priyate 
character, would venture to place them in comparison. It 
is rarely that the greater man condescends to envy the less ; 
and during the whoh* of his career, nothing of this kind 
can be adduced against Burke \vho exhibited on many occa- 
sions a w^holly contrary spirit. In fact the biographer of 
Sheridan, who discloses in his own priyate journal what he 
sujipresses in the j)ublished life, expressly tells us — “ But it 
was Burke chiefly that Sheridan envied and hated * * * 

On Hastings’ trial particularly it went to Sheridan’s heart 
to see Burke in the place set apart for privy councillors, 
and himself excluded.”* The same authority tells us he 
equally envied Fox. 

To dwell upon the failings of the eminent is never a 
pleasing emj)loyment, — nor should a breath of this kind go 
forth against Sheridan here, except for this charge, which 

• Memoirs, &c. of Thomas Moore, by Lord John Russell, vol. ii. p. 18 
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when alive he was w'illing to countenance ; and now, when 
vanity can no longer be gratified by the tale, is sometimes 
repeated. If any further ground be required for the dis- 
union with Burke, let it be sought where perliaps it will be 
most certainly found, in the totally dissimilar characters of the 
men. Their minds had been east in a wholly ditlerent mould. 
Their habits of life were as diametrically opposed. Nothing but 
the emergencies of politics could have ki‘pt such persons for 
twelve months together united by any tie resembling esteem 
or sincere friendship, when it is considered that one was re- 
ligious, moral, temperate, principled, benevolent, laborious 
in public business, activt' and diligent in his private duties. 
The other so remarkably didieient in these and other virtues 
calculated to fix solid (‘stetan,* that his biographer has been 
able to produce f[wv instances of either. If it be further 
added, that one was conscitaitious and punctual in the dis- 
charge of his obl’gations to society, tiu' otiier singularly 
reckless of tlie misery and disrepute accruing to himself and 
others from their constant violation; — that one in the per- 
formance of his public functions was iinancet(‘d and in the 
estimate of his own importance commonly unassuming; the 
other fond of display, sometimt's resorting to trick and 
finesse to incr(‘ase vulgar admiratiim of his powers ; that one 
drew* upon his purse and infliumce to forward the* views of 
unfriended merit; while the other from incorrigible negli- 
gence is believt‘d to have disgusted or consigned to obscurity 
and distrt'ss many promising claimants tn dramatic litera- 
ture ; — if the.se and many minnr peculiarit i(‘s lx* contrasted, 
there may be found perhaps very am])k‘ grounds for jealousy, 
but proceeding from quite the opposite quarter to that w hich 
the pas.sage from Dr. Parr would insinuaie. 

Another part of the* same letter giv(‘s a liv(‘ly })ictur(‘ 
of the agitation occasioned by this dispute among the friends 
of opposition. “ The fermemt and alarm are univer.sal, and 
something must be done ; for it is a conflagration in which 

• Mr. Burke frequently expressed dislike to Sheridan’s jests in private 
society against religion. A favorite subject for ridicule was the doctrine 
of The Trinity ; which, having hecoiiie the suhjerrt of his ribaldry at the 
table of ].«)rd Crewe, gave offence to that Nobleman and his J..ady, wlro 
from tliis and other causes found it advi.sahle to decline, as they told Mr. 
Haviland Burke, giving him further invitations to dine, long before 
they deemed it expedient to interdict liim their house altogether. 
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they must perish, unless it be stopped. All the papers are 
with Burke, — even the Eoxite papers which I have seen. I 
know his violence, and temper, and obstinacy of opinion, 
and — but I w ill not speak out, /hr I think him the greatest 
man upon the earth. * * He is uncorrupt ^ I know, but 

his passions are quite headstrong.” 

In the midst of heated discussions occasioned by this rup- 
ture at home, Mr. Burke was taken to task foi‘ his doctrines 
from a more distant quarter by a gentleman of whom, 
though tiu'ir acquaintance w'as not of long standing, he 
entertained a favourable opinion. 

Mr. M(n*cer, who in vcmturing to argue this question only 
flourished th(^ sword of Harlequin against the armour ot 
Achilles was a man who having successfully accomplished 
the common business ol' life, that of making money, believed 
himself also qualilied t(> make, or at least to judge of and to 
explain, the laws which iidluejice and bind together a nation. 
Springing from an humble condition in life, he became after 
various changes, Ca])tain and gtmeraJ merchant in the East 
Indies, where in twenty yt'ars he accumulated re])utably a 
fortune of more than sixty thousand pounds. AVith this 
and the esteem of his accjuaintance, among whom was Lord 
Macartney, Oovt'rnor of Madras, he returned in 17S7, to 
spend the remainder of life in t‘ase and honour in his native 
sj)ot, Newi’v, in Ireland, lie j)Ossess(‘d a good understand- 
ing, an iiKjuiring mind, had read much, and evinced that 
energy of character in maintaining opinions once formed, 
common to self-educated men. liis spirit and cast of mind 
will ap])ear from tlu following inscription on a plate of gold, 
first suspended in the cabin of his sl\ip, and then transferred 
to the diiiiug-roon\ of his residence in Arno’s vale — 

“ Iluil ! Iiulcpciidciicc ; hail! Iloav’n’s iiaxt best g^ift 
'I'u tliat of life, iiiul an iininortal soul, 

The life of life! that to the banquet big-b. 

And solier meal givers husle.” 

In England, he eagerly sought out Burke; proud of the 
name, principles, and acquirements of so distinguished a coun- 
tryman. It wmuld not he neeessary however to say anything 
of him here otherwise t han as forming a specimen of that 
numerous class who, looking only at a few of the leading cha- 
racteristics of public men, deem them bound irrevocably to 
certain principles, which, whether working w^ell or ill, must 
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in their estimate be carried out. Thus, he could not conceive 
liberty however fashioned or exercised to be bad ; and most 
of all wondered that it should find an opponent in Mr. Burke. 
He wrote therefore for an explanation on this point from one 
— “ celebrated for the clearness of his head, and the philan- 
thropy of his heart,” The reply exhibits the usual ability 
of the writer in which the mistakes of his correspondent 
are quietly but irresistibly put down. 

Such an opponent was soon disposed of. But there were 
others of more weight and information, and possessed of 
wider views, wdiom it was necessary if ])ossible to convince. 
-Among these was his old friend Mr. Philip Francis, who had 
become still more intimate by supplying information in the 
prosecution of Hastings. Burke had already made large 
progress in committing his thoughts to paper, and even begun 
to stamp them with the authority of the press ; two proof 
sheets being sent to Francis, who had previously seen part 
of the manuscript, for his opinion. His reply, of the same 
date as the letter of Mercer (19 February, 1790) gives the 
work unqualified condemnation. No persuasion addressed to 
liis fame, station in the House of Commons, or as Privy 
•Councillor was left untried to suppress its publication. He 
terms the notice of the French queen pure foppery — any 
altercation with Dr. Price or others, for altercation .there 
must be — disgraceful. — “ The mischief you are going to do 
yourself is to my apprehension palpable. It is visible. It 
will be audible. I snuff it in the wind. I taste it already. 
I feel it in every sense ; and so w ill you hereafter.” Conclud- 
ing w ith the cordial anathema of a thoroughly vexed friend — 
“ I wish you were at the devil for giving me all this trouble!” 

To this characteristic epistle the two Burkes father and son, 
replied. The latter most truly says,. — and it should not be for- 
gotten in estimating the character ofthe former — “ My father’s 
opinions are never hastily ado})ted; and even those ideas which 
have often appeared to me only the effects of momentary heat, 
or casual impression,! have afterwards found beyond the possi- 
bility of doubt to be the result of systematic meditation, per- 
haps of years; or else if adopted on the spur ofthe occasion, 
yet formed upon the conclusions of long and philosophical 
experience and supported by no trifling de})th of thought.” 
He adds wdth filial admiration — “ Are you so little conver- 
sant with my father as to feel no deference for his judg- 
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ment, or to mistake the warmth of his manner for the heat 
of his mind ? Do I not know my father at this time of 
day ? I tell you, his folly is wiser tlian the wisdom of the 
common herd of able men.” Ilis father’s answer is calm, 
friendly, and more at length. Ho had sat up rather late at 
Carlton-house, had found the letter on his table on his return, 
and wrote without having slept — is sorry still to find what he 
knew before that they “ differed only in every thing — pro- 
ceeds to reply to his observations ; and states that the looseness 
of style of which his correspondent complained ap])ertained to 
the epistolary mode of communication. He had previously 
it a])pears, written to J’rancis that a scheme shown to him by 
that gentleman for the (‘stablishment of a general bank in 
France had no solid ])rospect of success. 

The next avowed difference of opinion of Mr Burkowitli Op- 
])osition, was on the repeal of the Corporation and Test Acts, 
moved by Mr. Fox on the 2nd of March ; but it seemed rather 
opposition as to times and circumstances, than from princi])le. 
In the course of it he warmly defended his right honourable 
friend, the mover, from insinuations thrown out against his 
enterprising character should he come into power, by iMr. 
Pitt. — “ He was surprised that the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer should think ill of a friend of the dissenters, — more 
especially when it was rtmiembered that a former minister 
of this country — a man of brilliant talents and acknouleiii;e{l 
abilities — who had directed the government with great gl Ty 
to its national chara(.*ter, and great safety to the constitution 
in church and state — a man whom he believed the right 
honourable gentleman would not think lightly of — he meant 
the Earl of Chatham — had been considered an especial pro- 
tector of the dissenters. That Noble Lord had gone so far 
as to tell the House of Peers, in reply to an accusation of 
Dr. Drummond, Archbishop of York, of the pastors of the 
dissenters being * men of close ambition.’ ‘ They are so, 
m>' Lords ; and their ambition is to keep close to the college 
of fishermen, not of cardinals ; to the doctrine of inspired 
apostles, not to the degrees of interested and aspiring 
bishops. They contend for a spiritual creed and spiritual 
worship. We have a Cidvinistic creed, a popish liturgy, and 
an Arminian clergy.’ Thus his lordshij) selected the worst 
names of other religions to apply to our church and liturgy. 

“ Had the present question,” he continued, “ been brought 
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on ten years sooner, he himself would have felt bound to 
vote in the affirmative ; but such doubts had since arisen in 
his mind, that when the same thing was moved in 1787 and 
1789 (by Mr. Bcaufoy), extremely unwilling to vote against 
it, yet not satisfied that he was right in voting for it, he 
quitted the House without voting at all. At the present 
inojuent, he thought the repeal more particularly inexpe- 
dient — there was a wild spirit of innovation jibroad, which 
required not indulgence but restraint.” VV^hether from the 
effect of this speech, which embraced many details of the 
hostile spirit of dissenters to the church, or the exertions ot 
Mr. Pitt, or the general alarm in the country, this question 
which in the preceding session received a faint negative from 
no more than 20, was now smothered by a majority of 189. 
Ill the general abuse soon aft<‘rwards ])ourcd upon hiin, 
many pages were written to prove his inconsistency in thus 
opposing a measure formerly supported with all his powers. 
On the other hand nearly as many pages were employed to 
defend him from the charge on the ground that the dissenters 
of 1 790 being busy meddling politicians, whose aim was the 
pos.-^essioii of ])olitical power rather than religious freedom, 
he was justified in denying to them what he had wished to 
concede to the conscientious body who solicited his support 
in 1772. This attacfk like many otluTs, arose from misin- 
formation ; the dt.'fence therefore was unnecessary. He 
did not advocate the repeal of the test act in 1772, for the 
simple reason that no such repeal was [iroposed. The facts 
of the matter were these : — At the period in question the 
dissenting ministers applied lor an enlargement of the tole- 
ration act, or for a repeal of the clause which required 
subscription to tlie articles as a condition of enjoying the 
benefits of that act. This claim — and tliis alone — he sup- 
ported ; as he continued to do in 1773 and again in 1779 
when it was conceded ; but at neither of t hose [)eriod8 was 
application made for the rejieal of the test act. 

The other chief measures in which he took ])art, were in 
voting ail increase of income to the Speaker of tlie Jlouse 
of Commons, paying in the course of his speech several 
compliments to Mr. Addington; on the claim of the Duke 
of Athol for certain rights in the Isle of Man ; on the 
quarrel with Spain respeoting Nootka Sound, his opinion 
being strongly in favour of accommodation, for that “ as we 
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never ought to go to war for a profitable wrong, so we ought 
never to go to war for an unprofitable right on a censure 
passed on ISlajor Scott tor a libel on the IJouse ; and on two 
resolutions of the managers of the impeachment moved by 
himself, which were to persevere in the trid generally ; 
while for the sake of expedition in deciding it, they were 
to select only the more important charges for adjudication. 
He likewise opposed a motion by Mr. Flood for parliamentary 
reform, which produced a very candid confession from Mr. 
Fox, that though he thought such a measure advisable, the 
country at large did not seem to be of the same opinion. A 
jest of Burke on this question widely disseminated in private 
society, threw much ridicule upon the enthusiasts in this 
cause. A new party of Eclbrmers, he said, had arisen still 
more pure in their creed than the rest, who deemed annual 
parliaments not sulliciently frequent, and quoted in support 
of their doctrine, the latter words of the Statute of Edward 
III., that “ a parliament shall be holden every year once, and 
more often if need he” How to designate these gentlemen 
from their loss orthodox associates he knew not, except indeed 
their tenets furnislu‘d the hint, and they be known as the 
Oftener-if need-he's, 

A proposition through the medium of common friends, 
was made to him about this period by his former acquaint- 
ance Grerard Hamilton, to renew that intimacy which had 
so long suffered estrangement ; but as may be supposed from 
the indignant feelings formerly expressed, he declined. He had 
told Mr. Flood at t he time, there was “ an eternal separation” 
between them, — that “ he w ould not keep a memorial of such 
a person about him,” and possibly the recollection of some 
random sarcasms, wdiich Hamilton, though he always did 
justice to his uncommon powers, had occasionally let off 
against his party and himsidf, might have tended to make 
him keep his word. The rt^ply made to the communi- 
cation was, that without (*ntertaining the slightest resentful 
or unfriendly feeling toward Mr. Hamilton, there w^ere 
several circumstances in their connexion and separation and 
long subsequent alienation, which would prevent his enjoy- 
ing the same pleasure as formerly in liis society ; aild 
therefore a renewal of intimacy might not be satisfactory 
to either. 
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CHAPTEE XI. 

Publication of Reflections on the Revolution in France— Testimonies in 
its favour — Reply of Riirke to the Universities of Dublin and Oxford, 
and to Mr. Cumberland — Thomas Paine— Character of Henry IV. of 
France — Letter to a I^Iember of the National Assembly — Rupture with 
Mr. Fox— Jury Hill of 1791 —Parliamentary business— Anecdotes. 

As early certainly as September, 1789, Mr. Burke fixing 
his thoughts stcdtastly on the great convulsion proceeding 
in a neighbouring country, and willing to state them fully 
to the world, as well as to enable the reflecting part of man- 
kind to think more justly of the event itself, had decided on 
their publication. This task was begun and carried on -wdth 
his wonted ardour and disregard of labour. We have seen 
by the discussion with Francis, that some progress had been 
made in printing ; and alluding to the anxious emotions to 
which it gave rise says in a letter to Lord Charlemont of the 
25th May, “ I have been at once much occupied and much 
agitated with my employment.” The elements of the work, 
for months floating in his mind, or in some form or another 
committed to paper, had been collected, re-wTitten, enlarged, 
amended, and re-modclled to the form in which he had de- 
termined to publish — that of a letter to the French gentle- 
man who had before consulted him on the subject. The 
whole was polished with extraordinary care, more than a 
dozen of revises being thrown off and destroyed according 
to Dodsley’s account, before the writer could ])lease himself. 
It was set off with every attraction of the highest style of 
eloquence of which the English language is susceptible, 
and of the most vivid and striking imagery in the whole 
compass of English prose. It was impressed on the judg- 
ment by acute reasoning, by great penetration into the 
motives of human action, by maxims of the most sound and 
practical wisdom, by expositions of the impracticable nature 
of the new government, and of the evil or mistaken designs 
of its framers. Nothing, which his genius, his knowledge, or 
his observation could supply, was omitted to give popularity 
to the “ Eeflections on the Eevolutionin France.” 

In the beginning of November 1790, this celebrated work 
made its appearance, and a French translation, by his friend 
M. Dupont, quickly spread its reputation over Europe. The 
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book proved one of the remarkable literary events of the 
century ; for it may be doubted whether any previous poli- 
tical production ever excited so much attention and discus- 
sion, so much praise from one party, and animadversion from 
another ; but ultimately among the great majority of 
persons, sucli general conviction of the correctness of his 
views, as to fully succeed in turning the stream of public 
opinion from the channel in which it had hitherto flowed. 
The circulation of the work corresponded with its fame. 
Bichard Burke writing to Shackleton, November 8th, 1790, 
says Seven thousand copies have been sold in six days, 
and to all appearance as many more will be soon demanded.” 
Within the first year above 19,000 copies were sold in 
England, and about 13,000 in France, the whole number 
of English copies disj)osed of within a few years being esti- 
mated at more than 30,000 — and this at a time when there 
was not a fourth of the demand for books of any kind that 
there is at present. Some experienced booksellers have said 
tliat the sale wa^s greater than that of any preceding book 
whatever of the same price. The interest which it excited 
did not cease witli the moment ; it was sought after then and 
since by persons little ])rone to political discussion for the 
wisdom of tlie lessons it taught ; by many for its literary 
beauties ; by many in order to retrace the fearful and extra- 
ordinary events there in great measure foretold ; and it will 
ever be a source of interest to the statesman, and of admira- 
tion to the man of taste and genius. No analysis of this or 
any other of the writings of this eloquent man, is intended 
here. In the instance before us, it would be particularly 
unnecessary. Almost every one who pretends to read at all, 
has read the work. To such, a disquisition would be at least 
meagre and unsatisfactory. To liim who has not, it would 
impart no means of appreciating the force and beauty of the 
original ; for of Burke it may be said, as Johnson re- 
marked of Shakspeare, that to attempt to recommend him 
by select extracts, would be but to follow the example of the 
pedant in Ilierocles, who when he offered his house to sale, 
carried a brick in his pocket as a specimen. Many of the 
passages in it form matter of continual quotation for their 
eloquence ; and few of its pages but contain something pro- 
found in remark, novel in thought, and ingenious and beau- 
tiful in illustration. The peroration, though in general but 
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little quoted or noticed, is not the least atrikinp; passage ; nor 
will the prophetic remark on the vicissitudes likely to be 
experienced in the forms of the new government, be lightly 
passed over by the reader. 

“ I have told you candidly,” ho says to his correspondent, 
“ my sentiments. I think they are not likely to alter yours. 
I do not know that they ought. You are young ; you cannot 
guide, but must follow the fortune of your country. But 
hereafter they may be of some use to you, in some future 
form xehich. your common mealth may take. In the present it 
can hardly remain; hut before its final settlement it may he 
obliged to pass^ as one of our poets says, ‘ through great varie- 
ties of untried being," and in all its transmigrations to be 
purified by fire and blood. 

“ I have little to recommend my opinions but long obser- 
vation and much impartiality. They come from one who 
has been no tool of ])ower, no flatterer of greatness ; and 
who in his last acts does not wish to belie the tenour of his life. 
They come from one almost the whole of whose public ex- 
ertion has been a struggle for the liberty of others ; from 
one in whose breast no anger durable or vehement has ever 
been kindled but by what he considered as tyranny ; and 
who snatches from his share in the endeavours which are 
used by good men to discnulit opulent oppression,* the 
hours he has employed on your aflairs ; and who in so doing 
persuades himself he has not de})arted from his usual office. 
They come from one who desires honours, distinctions, and 
emoluments, but little ; and who expects them not at all ; 
who has no contempt for fame, and no fear of obloquy ; who 
shuns contention though he will hazard an opinion ; from 
one who wishes to preserve consistency ; but w ho would pre- 
serve consistency by varying his means to secure the unity 
of his end ; and wdien the vessel in which he sails may be 
endangered by overloading it upon one side, is desirous of 
carrying the small weight of his reasons to that which may 
preserve its equipoise;.” 

The testimonies of approval which flowed in from every 
quarter soon after the appearance of the book, evinced ]H>t 
merely admiration of his eloquence and literary talents ; 
but his power over the question in discussion. No WTiter 


In allusion to the prosecution of Mr. Hiustings. 
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probably was ever before so conipliinented. The Sovereigns 
subsequently assembled at Piliiitz, particularly the Emperor 
of Germany, transmitted through one of his ministers 
with whom Mr. Burke had some future correspondence, 
a tribute of marked approbation. The French Princes 
did the same by means of his son and Mons. Cazales. 
Catherine of Russia directed her Ambassador, Count de Wo- 
ronzow, to communicate in Ikt nanu? sentiments of a similar 
nature. His Majesty, George HI., not only gave the 
work an attentive perusal, but had a number of copies ele- 
gantly bound, which he distributed among his friends with 
the remark, that it “ was a book which every gentleman 
ought to read.” Stanislaus, the unfortunate King of Poland 
to whom Burke was ])(Tsonally known, sent him his likeness 
in a gold medal, with a letter in English, deeming that 
language, as he said, ihc most copious and energetic to con- 
vey the high sense which he entertained of his patriotism and 
talents. The reply of the author stated in expressive terms 
that so high a mark of esteem might be supposed to awaken 
his vanity, but it tended rather to excite his veneration and 
esteem for the character of a Prince whom he had long 
admired. He possessed, he said, no cabinet of nn.'dals, 
but had he the richest in the universe, he was persuaded 
he would be at a loss in what illustrious series to place that 
of his Majesty it must be placed the first of a new one. 
He praised the nwolution in Poland, the origin and progress 
of which he ascribed to tin* King; “ you,” said he, “ that 
may be truly called the father, and not the proprietor of 
your people.” 

A more remarkable honour and one hitherto wholly unknown 
or unnoticed in England, was a translation of this work by 
the unfortunate Louis XYl. whose pen had been early in life 
employed in givingaFrtmch version of some of the first volumes 
of Gibbon’s History. AV^ritiug from Brussels in August 1791, 
young Burke says to his father — “ There is but one man in 
the secret confidence and management (of the French party) 
that is M. de la Quenille. He seems to be perfectly sound- 
headed, perfectly right in all his ideas. He was somewhat 
an older intimate of the King’s infancy, which has subsisted 
in a close friendship ever since. He praises him in every 
respect, except that of adherence to his resolutions which he 
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says are always right on all points. He tells me the poor 
man has translated yoy/r hook from, end to end^^ 

The praises of the learned, however, preceded, in the 
order of time, the approval of the great. The first tribute 
of this kind which he received from a public body, came 
very appropriately, as the nurse of his genius, from Dublin. 
In December, 1790, on a motion of the Provost (the head of 
the University) the honorary degree of LL.D. was unani- 
mously conferred upon him in full convocation, and an ad- 
dress afterwards presented in a gold box, to express their 
sense of his services — “ as the powerful advocate of the 
constitution, the friend of public order, virtue, and the 
happiness of mankind ; and in testimony of the high re- 
spect entertained by the University for the various endow- 
ments of his capacious mind, and for his superior talents 
and abilities.** 

An address from the resident graduates of Oxford was 
about the same time, presented to him through Mr. Wind- 
ham, which spoke the sentiments of nearly the whole of 
the university, though a temporary cabal or misunderstand- 
ing among tlie heads of houses, prevented the diploma de- 
gree of LL.D. being conferred upon a writer whose philoso- 

• That the unfortunHte Monarch was a pood Enpliah acholar, quite com- 
petent to the performance, appears from other authorities. Unwillinp, it 
appears, to be known, he thouplit proper to print his share of Gibbon under 
another name, “ Le iroiseme ouvrape de (J»uis XVI) est L’Histoire de la 
decadence de 1’ Empire Homain par Gibbon, Apres on avoir traduit cinq 
volumes, M. le Dauphin, ne voulant pas etre connu, charpes M. le Clerc de 
Si'pt-Chenes son lecteur du Cabinet, de les faire irnprimer sous son norn. 
M. le Cierc Sept-Chenes ayaut prie M.le Garde des-sceaux de lui donner 
un censeur, I’ouvrupe fut envoye a I’Abbe Aubert qui le rendit avee un ap- 
l)robation inotivee et distinpuee. Environ deux ans apres, M. le Comte de 
Verpennes, Miriistre des aflFaires etranperes, fait deniander le censeur de 
I'ouvrape; TAbbe Aubert se rend chez le ministre, qui en lui remettant un 
exemplaire relie en maroquin rouge et dore sur tranche lui dit — * Je suis 
charpe par le traducteur de vous remettre cet exemplaire pour vous re- 
mercier del’examen que vous avezprisla peine de biire de sa traduction et 
de I’approbation que vous lui avez doniiee.* Sur 1 ’observation du censeur 
que M. le Clerc de Sept-chenes aurait per se dispenser de la magnifi- 
cence de la reliure, M. le Verpennes lui dit — * Ce'st M. le Dauphine qui est 
veritable traducteur, et qui in’a charge de vous faire ce cadeau en son 
nom.* 

“ Nous tenons cette anecdote de TAbbe Aubert lui-meme.” — Extrait dn 
Eoi Martyr ou Esquisse du Portrait de Louis XVI, par A. J, D. B. De 
Mmdieresy Paris, 1815. 
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phical essay on the Sublime and Beautiful, forms a volume 
of occasional reference in their seat of learning, and whose 
eloquence in this instance tended to preserve and to honour 
that and all similar establishments. 

Tlic Archbishop of Aix, and others of the dignified clergy 
' of France, wrote letters expressive of their obligations and 
acknowledgments “ that the first orator of England had 
become their defender.” Nearly all the superior members 
of our own cliurch, the great body of the nobility, the most 
eminent statesmen with few exceptions, and several of the 
chief men of letters, pronouncexl him the saviour, not 
merely of the English, but of all established governments. 
One of thost; who from his lieart, princijiles, and good sense, 
he thought best qualifi(‘d to form an opinion, was Sir Joshua 
Reynolds ; to liim therefore the work had been submitted in 
rnanuscripf, and it received his unqualified approval. Gib- 
bon proved particularly warm in his a])plause. “ I thirst,” 
said he, a short time before he saw the volume, “ for Mr. 
Burke’s Rcdlections on the Revolution in France.” After 
perusing it, ]k‘ wrote on two oc(*asious — “ Burke’s book is a 
most admirable medicine against the French disease. I 
admir(‘ his eloquence; I approve his politics; I adore his 
chivalry ; and 1 can almost forgive his reverence for church 
establishments.” 

In Wilberforce’s diary we find (22d November) — 

AVt*nt to A\"imbledoii (to dine with Mr. Pitt) Dundas, 
Lord Chatham, Pitt, (irenville, Ryder. Much talk about 
Burke’s book. Lord Chatham, Pitt, and 1 seemed to agree 
— contra GrenvilU' and Ryder.” “ 2(5. Read Burke’s book 
for three lioiirs and alludes to the perusal on other occar- 
sions. Horace* Walpole in rtdeix'nce to it thus writes of the 
Queen of]<’rance — “ Had I Mr. Burk''’s powers I would have 
described her in his words — 1 like ‘ the swords leaping out 
of their scabbards’ ; in short l am not more charmed with his 
wit and eloquence than with his enthusiasm. * * * It paints 
her exactly as she ap])('ared to me the first time I saw her 
when Hauphiness. She was going after the late King to 
chapel, and shot through the room like an aerial being, all 
brightness and grace, and without seeming to touch the earth.” 
Burke had sent him a copy of the work ; the reply was that 
“ unless he wrote as well he could not sufficiently express 
his admiration.” Again he writes of this work — “ I am not 
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surprised at Mr. Fox and Mr. Fitzpatrick for disliking:; the 
extent of Mr, Burke’s notions. 1 should be mortified if the 
former did not admire the composition, and should readily 
distrust my own judgment if the latter and Mr. Hare did 
not keep me in countenance. The last I have been told, 
says, that though he would submit to Mr. Fox in every thing 
else, he cannot give up Mr. Burke’s book.” 

Miss Burney likewise promised by the influence of this 
volume, to return to her allegiance to her former idol — “1 own 
myself entirely of Mrs. Montague’s opinion about Mr. 
Burke’s book. It is the noblest, deepest, most animated, 
and exalted work that 1 think I have ever read. * * * 

How can man with all his inequalities be so little resembling 
to himself at different periods as this man ? He is always 
a prodigy ; — in fascinating talents and incomprehensible in- 
consistencies. When 1 read however, such a book as this, I 
am apt to imagine the whoh^ of such a being must be right as 
well as the parts, and that the time may come when the mists 
that obscure the motives and incentives to those actions and 
proceedings which seem incongruous, may be chased away.” 

” I conceive,” writes Cumberland, wlio though seldom 
given to eulogize a brother author, was on this occasion 
surprised into an express letter of congratulation the first 
week after the publication, a proof at least of his critical 
judgment — “ there is not to be found in all the writings of 
my day, perhaps I may say not in the English language, so 
bnlliant a cluster of fine and be«autiful passages as we are 
presented with in Edmund Burke’s inimitable tract on the 
French Eevolution. It is most highly coloured and most 
richly ornamented, but there is elegance in its splendour, 
and dignity in its magnificence. The orator demands atten- 
tion in a loud and lofty tone, but his voice never loses its 
melody, nor its periods their sweetness. When he has 
roused us with the thunder of his eloquence, he can at 
once, Timotheus-like, choose a melancholy theme, and melt 
us into pity ; there is grace in his anger ; for he can inveigh 
without vulgarity ; he can modulate the strongest burst of 
passion, for even in his madness there is music.” 

Several eulogies as strong as that of CumbtTland might 
be transcribed, but one delivered soon afterward by a pro- 
fessed political opponent, the late Lord (then Mr.) Erskino, 
is too just and characteristic to be omitted. “ I shall take 
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<':ire to put Mr. Burke’s work o» the French Eevolution, 
Mto the hands of tliose whose principles are left to my 
lormation. I shall take care that they have the advan- 
tage of doing, in the regular progression of youthful stu- 
dies, what 1 have done even in the short intervals of 
laborious life ; that they shall transcribe, w ith their own 
hands, from all tlie w^orks of this most extraordinary person, 
and from the last among the rest, tlie soundest truths of 
religion; tin* justest principles of morals, inculcated and 
rendered delii^litful by the most sublime eloquence ; the 
highest reach of jiliilosophy brought down to the level of 
common minds by the most captivating taste ; the most 
enlightened obs(Tvations on history and the most copious 
collection of useful maxims from the experience of common 
life ; and separate for themselves tlie good from the had.” 

Another writer* possessed himself of no vsmall claims to elo- 
quence speaks of the execution of 1 he work in nearly a similar 
style. But its doctrines were as little to his taste as to that 
of the gi-cat advocate just iiumtioiK'd, both being infected 
by the political t'pideinic of the day. — “ These are the views 
w'hich distinguish the jiolitical writings of IMr. Burke, an 
author \Oiose splendid and unequalled pow’ers have given 
vogue and lasliioii to certain tenets, which from any oliit r 
[)eii would have apjx'ared ahject and contemptible. In the 
tield of reason the (‘iicounler would not be difficult, but 
who can withstand tiie fascination and magic of his elo- 
quence ? The excursions of his genius are immense ! His 
imjierial lancy has laid all nature under tribute, and has 
collected riches from (’very scene of the creation, and every 
walk of art. llis eulogium on the Queen of France is a 
niaster-fiiece of pathetic composition ; so select are its images, 
so fraught with tenderness and so acli with colours ‘ dipt 
in heaven,’ that lie who can read it witliout rapture may 
have merit as a reasoner, but must resign all pretensions to 
taste and sensibility. His imagination is in truth only too 
prolific : a world of itself, w here he dwells in the midst of 
ehiineri(;al alarms, is the dupe of his owm enchantments, 
andstarts, like Pros pero, at the spectres of his owm creation.” 

Dr. Beattie who as far as opinions wemt, had always li-iiherto 
been oppost^d to him in polities, hut wdio knew the* soundness 

* The Rev. Hall — “ Apolog-y for the Freedom of the Press.*' 
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of his principles when any real danger threatened the state, 
thus writers, April 25, 17'90, six mouths before the publica- 
tion. — “ I wish Mr. Burke would ])ublish what he intended 
on the prestmt state of France. He is a man of principle, 
and a friend to religion, to law, and to monarchy, as well as 
to liberty.” One of the suspected authors of Junius’s Letters 
(Hugh Boyd) in allusion to this production of his old ac- 
quaintance, and the event it was meant to reprobate, thus 
writes — But to turn to the more jdeasing view, where the 
finest talents combat on the side of trutli. We have seen 
their triumph in the noblest cause ; in the cause of religion, 
law, and order ; in defence of every sacred post and barrier, 
essential not alone to tlie security and ha[)piness of mankind, 
but to the very existence of society. The sublime compre- 
hension of that penetrating genius (jNIr Burke), which in 
the early dawn of democracy saw the destructive principle of 
general conflagration that was to flame in its meridian, gave 
thealarm to the world; and his warning voi'*e was heard. The 
baleful influence, threatening every confine of humanity, 
was averted ; and the portentous meteor, consumed in its 
own fires, passes away for ever.” 

Even Mr. Francis was softened — not won — for dissent still 
overpowered feelings of admiration. — “ It has not yet been in 
my power,” he writes hurriedly, !Novemla‘r 3rd, “ to read more 
than a third of your book. 1 must taste it deliberately. 
The flavour is too high ; the wine is too rich. I cannot take 
a draught of it.” And Avhile questioning the accuracy of 
Burke’s deductions from French history, he ventures to find 
fault again with his style in a way which we shouldscarcely 
expect from the most fastidious critic. — “Once for all, 1 
wish you would let me teach you to write English. To me 
wdio am to read everything you write it would be a great 
comfort, and to you no soft of disj)aragement. Why will 
you not allow yourself to be persuaded that polish is mate- 
rial to preservation This was followed by one from Lord 
John Cavendish (Nov. 14) who says — “ All men of sense 
must I think, feel obliged to you for showing in so forcible 
a manner that confusion is not the road to reformation.” 

On the other hand, the book w^as reprobated as assailing 
the foundations of liberty, by a party bold, numerous, and 
able, at the head of which, or countenancing it, stood Mr. 
Fox. H is censures were not merely unqualified, but delivered 
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as he himself avowed, in all companies whenever the work 
became a subject of discussion. Some months afterwards 
he termed it in the House of Commons, with more of 
pique, or less of judgment, than could be expected from 
such a man, “ a libel on all free governments,” and, “ he 
disliked it as much as any of Mr. Paine’s these remarks 
were not very delicate or conciliatory as applied to the pro- 
ductions of a friend ; but they verified a remark of Burke at a 
future period, that “ the French devolution had not nu^rely 
shaken all the thrones of Europe, but shaken liis friend Fox’s 
heart and understanding out of their right places.” 

The dissentient party embraced besides many Members of 
Opposition, some philosophers, a large body of second-rate 
literary men, some clergymen, many lawyers, many dissenting 
ministers, and members of the ])rofession of pliysic— all there- 
fore belonging to the t‘ducati‘d classes ; but the great majority 
without claim to practical acquaintance with politics; men 
deep in sp(‘culation and in books, but wholly ignorant of 
the workings of governments; who knew nothing of human 
nature in gn'at and untried enuTgencies such as the state 
of France then exhibited ; who mistook warm feelings and 
lioiiest prejudices for sound principles ; some who with 
good intentions toward mankind would have committed the 
grossest errors in reducing them to ])ractice ; and many 
whose views u[)oii the constitution of the country were 
more than questionable. 

By this body Mr. Burke and his volume* w'ere assailed 
with a degree of animosity un])recedented even in the political 
warfare of England, and so pcrscveringly continued as to be 
still occasionally heard. Ko pains were spared to 2)roduce this 
clfcct. Every epithet of abuse in the language, as may be seen 

* A celebrated phrase was bruited about in every form of speech and 
writin"', in order to excite popular indignation. In speaking of the 
destruction of the nobility and clergy, he said that aloiijr with these, it.s 
natural prot(?ctors, learning would be “ trodden down under the hoofs of 
a swinish multitude.” Tiie expression though plainly hguratue, was 
tortured to mean that he actually thought the people no better than 
swine ; yet all other imjiussioned writers have dealt in the same license of 
language, without reproach or even remark ; among which the reader will 
immediately recollect “ the common dung o’ the soil,” and many others 
as strong, applied to the mass of mankind. Even Uepublieaii Milton 
uses the words “ herd confused,” “miscellaneous rubble.'* applied to the 
multitude ; so little respect was there in the mind of that sturdy opponent 
of monarchy for the “ majesty of the people.” 
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by the curious reader lu the ephemeral writings of that day, 
was applied to him ; and every action or expression of his 
life that could be tortured into sinister meaning, was 
raked up in order to show his inconsistency. Yet after all 
they proved so few and frivolous as not to have been thought 
worth repeating ; and thus he “ whose whole life had been a 
struggle for the liberty of others,” was reviled as the 
enemy of all liberty. The truth was that their and his 
ideas of liberty were, and always had been, diflereiit. They 
chose to become angry because a man so long and generally 
celebrated as its advocate, should hesitate to give his sanc- 
tion to anything which assumed the name however question- 
able might be the substance. They made no allowance for 
having mistaken him, or for his not agreeing with them in 
the detail. Because he differed in opinion with them on this 
point, it was inferred erroneously however, that he must differ 
from himself. They thought that liberty, no matter in what 
shape or garb it came, or how accompanied, or by whatever 
qualities or characteristics distinguished, must necessarily be 
good, as his correspondent JMr. Mercer had expressly said. 
They loooked chiefly to the abstract idea of the thing, not to 
the form it assumed, or the effects it })roduced. 

Mr. Burke, on the contrary, would not allow the term 
liberty to be applicable to the mad fury of the populace in a 
course stained by incessant violence and bloodshed ; which 
inflicted or X)ermitted the most grinding tyranny and in justice 
on persons and proj^erty ; which was in itself, a crude and 
untried theory, unsanctioned by reason and undisciplined 
by law ; at variance wdth the cxj^eritmce of mankind, and 
with the ancient and reasonable habits and institutions of 
the country itself. The liberty decreed by the National 
Assembly he considered a mockery. — Liberty, no matter 
how plausible the form or high-sounding the pretension, 
was in his opinion, liberty only, when it secured equal civil 
rights, equal justice and protection, equal social enjoyments 
and privileges, to all members of the community. 

Sentiments similar to these occur so frequently in his 
earlier and later works, in all his speeches and writings 
on the subject, that it seems strange how they could ever 
be misunderstood. A passage in his speech against the 
repeal of the Marriage Act, in 1781, speaks this language 
BO forcibly and explicitly that no excuse can avail for mis- 
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taking or misrepresenting his idea of freedom. Another pas- 
sage from one of his speeches at Bristol, in 1774, illustrates 
similar sentiments : “ The distinguishing part of our consti- 
tution is its liberty. To preserve that liberty inviolate seems 
tlie particular duty and proper trust of a member of the House 
of Commons. Tint the liherty^ the only liberty 1 mean, is a 
liberty connect ej with order ; that only exists along with virtue 
and order, but which cannot exist without them.'^ Addressing 
the same constituents in 1780, in allusion to the condition of 
tlie Boman Catholics, he says, ‘‘ 1 must fairly tell you, that so 
far as niy principles arc concerned (princi]des that 1 hope will 
only depart with my last breath), that I have no idea of a 
liberty unconnected id th honesty and justice ; * * factions in 
r(‘])ublics liave been and are full as capable as monardis of the 
most cruel oppression and injustice. It is but too true, that the 
love and even the very idea of genuine liberty is extremely rareV 

Any one ])ro{essinuj such sinitiments as these could not 
do otherwise* than oj)pose the hVeiich Kevolutiou, for it ful- 
lilled none of liis conco])tions of genuine liberty. We have 
seen tluit In* had Ids doubts of its nature from the first, and 
far from wiivering in opiidon like some of Ids contemporaries, 
gradually rose* from eaution to apprehension, from apprehen- 
sion to certainly, tliat sucli proceedings as were going on 
could be ])ro(luetiv(? only of enormous evils. He did not 
liate tlu* rcxolution in France simply because it was a revo- 
lution, but because it was a bad one i or rather the utter 
dissolidioii of tlic main elements of government, religion, 
and morals — all tlie means which not merely bind men 
together, but have in fact from the condition of savages made 
us men. lie* diil not war against liberty, but against the 
abuses committed under its name ; not against freedom but 
agaijist licentiousness, lie allowed no inherent pouer in 
the half or the majority of a nation to annihilate the persons, 
the property, or the honours of the remainder at their will 
and pleasure*, by way oi' political experiment or speculative 
improvi*ment. “ He could not admit the right of any people 
to do what they pleastul, until ho first knew what it pleased 
them to do.’' 

It is remarkable, and another instance of singular keen- 
ness and length of view, that though the danger was obviousi 
to him, neither the government nor the nation at large had 

T 
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any idea that Erencli opinions and principles were so 
generally diffused in England, or had made so many con- 
verts. But the publication of his book disclosed the extent of 
the mischief which had been silently though rapidly spread- 
ing, by the numbers of answers it produced. I have counted 
no less than thirty-eight Avhich came out within a year 
or two, and several have doubtless escapi'd notice, while 
others may have appt'ared at a later period ; but were 
all tlie letters, essays, fragments, and invectives of ewry 
denomination collected, which a})pcared then and since, in 
magazines, review s, ncwspaj)crs, and every form of publica- 
tion periodical and otherwise on this prolific theme they 
would amount to many hundreds. 

In the list of o})ponents were the nami‘s of Priestly, 
Price (who dying soon after the ap]H‘arance of the “ Jlcilec- 
tions,” which his sermon had partly provoked, was said by 
his friends to hav(‘ betm hurt or kilk‘d by liim ), Earl Stan- 
hope, i\Irs. 'Wollstoneeraft, IMrs. Macaulay (Iraham, the 
historian. iMr. (afterwards Sir James ) ^Mackintosh, and 
Thomas Paine. rS(»t om‘ of their wtu'ks, has survivi'd. Tlu' 
‘‘ Yindiciae Gallica'” alone, was the j>roduction of a more 
sober inquirer, a scholar and a gtaithanan, who though he 
then wrote upon politics with the dim and tlickiTing light of a 
closet philoso])her, sv)on learned to judg(‘ andt(» .act in a more 
practical spirit, chiefly by the teaching of that very master 
whom he had thus ventured to t>ppose, and wliom lu* soon 
afterwards thus char.acterized— A writer who was admired 
by all mankind for his eloquence, but who is if ])Ossibh‘, still 
more admired by all coinjictent judges for his j)hilosu[diy : 
a writer of whom I may justly say, that he was 
rt dienuU et intdliyevdi aurfor (t wayiatrry Eveu from the 
first he exhibited the confidence in hiinstdl ol oni‘ who 
could afford tf> be at once bold and libin-al in his op]u)sitiou 
to the great orator — who could advocate wliat lie thought 
freedom to others w'ithout madly assaulting the foundations 
of our own ; who could investigate. doctrim*s w ithout de- 
scending to personal abuse of the autlior ; who in endea- 
vouring to refute them, could admit his worth, his extraor- 
dinary powders, and in spite of clamour to the contrary, the 
general consistency of liis life and principles. ISuch a man 
was Sir James Mackintosh, who it not at the head of 
the party with whom he so long and so vainly laboured, 
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was cortiiinly not jiisilcd Jrom it by any tiling like superiority 
of mind among its mor(‘ acknowledged leaders. 

Of a very dilferent d(\scri{)tioii was “ Thelliglits of Man,” 
by Thomas Paine. This remarkable character, who had ar- 
riv(‘d fj’om Anu‘ri(‘a in 1787, brought with him a letter of 
introduction to ^Ir. Burke from the lion. Henry Laurens, 
ex-Presid('nt of Congrt'ss, wlio it m ill 1 k‘ n'lnembered liad 
been r(‘h‘ased from the Tower in 1781 by the exertions of 
the former, reqiu'sling his inllnence to attract public 
notice to some iM(‘chanical contrivances of Mr. Paine, 
particularl\ tlie modc^l of an iron bridge. JMr. Burk(', A\ith 
accustom(*d hosjiitality, inviU‘(l him to Bi'aconsfield, took 
him during a summer t‘xcursion to Yorkshm‘ to several iron- 
foundries tlnn'i* in ordtT to gain th(‘ opinions of juvictical men, 
and introduei'd him to sevv'ral jiersons of rank. At this tiim* 
his guest, whom it is doubtful whether he kiuuv to bo an 
Englishman, protesscd to have reliiupiislH'd politics. But soon 
aft(‘r\vard having \isited Pranc(‘ in order to inspect ])lans 
and models in theOllice of Bridg(‘s and Highways intro- 
ductal by a ltd ter from Hr. Franklin to the Duke de la 
liochefoucauld, the incijiii-nt disorders of that country 
revivt'd in his mind th{‘ dormant spirit of turbulence* and 
dissatisfaed i(tn towai'd <‘\isting institutions inlu'rent in tin* 
man. He rid uriu'd to England wedl-infornual of tlu* designs 
of the jiopular leadei’s, of which many intelligible intimations 
W(*re dropped to Burke, with a recommendation that l\e 
should endeaM)UJ’ to introduce a inure enlarijed sj/sfnn of 
liherijf into Kngland, using reform in Parliament as the most 
obvious means. 

This hint was as may be b(dievi*d, eoldly recidved. “Do 
you really imagine. Mi*. P.aim*, that tht* constitution of this 
kingdom reijuires such innovations, or could exist with them, 
or that any rt'llecting man Avould seriously engage in them ? 
You are aware that! have all m> life opposed such schemes of 
rt'form ; of course, because 1 knew' them not to be reform.” 
Kot discouraged by tliis rebulf, Paini' wrote to the same 
purport from Paris in the summer of 1789, and there is 
little doubt, first communicated to his distinguished ac* 
quaintanco verbal information that the destruction of the 
monarchy was resolved upon; that tin* headers had deter- 
mined to set fire to the four comers of l^h unce sooner than 
not carry their principles into practice ; and that no danger 
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was to be apprehended from the army, for it was gained, A 
note to that eftect was sa'.d to be dated only three days before 
the destruction of the Bastile. 

His intimacy wdth Burke had however declined })reviously 
to the appearance of the “ Keflections,*’ and his more noxious 
peculiarities remained imknown ; the leveller and the deist 
being shrouded under the guise of an ingenious mechanist. 
But the “ Bights of Man,” written in answer to that work, 
('xliibited at once the mental deformity of the man, inimical to 
nearlj" every thing that bore tlie stamp of authority, or of tiim% 
or ol opinion. In accordance with this unliappy and mis- 
chievous disposition, he had long before stifled the best feel- 
ings of our nature by voluntary dereliction of the marriage 
ties and duties ; ho had divested himself of the troublesome 
restraints of religion ; he had shaken off all couflned notions of 
attachiiK'nt to country. Nothing of an Englishman remained 
of him but the name, and even that he tried to extinguish 
by becoming successivtdy by adoption an American and a 
Ereiichman: but as his principles and condrct witc a scandal 
to all, so all perhaps would willingly be rid of the dishonour 
attached to the owning of such a citizen. 

It was his aim by ])erverting what capacity he possessed, 
not to make men better or happier, but to be discontented 
with what they were, with what they km'w, or with what 
they already enjoyed. His systians, both in religion and 
politics, led not merely to the disorganization of states, 
but of the human mind itself, by setting it adrift on the 
waters of doubt and d(‘spair, without a ri‘>ting-])lace or land- 
mark for its guidance in this world, or hoja* in the m‘xt. To 
a stvle of Avriting and reasoJiing well ada])ted to im]K)S(‘ u[)on 
ordinary understandings, he added a cool tmnperand design- 
ing head, unfettered by the common restraints and scru])les 
of mankind. To the trades of staymak(?r, schoolmaster, and 
1‘xciseman in his native country, he had added what is so often 
the resort of desperate men, the profession of a patriot in 
Aioerica. He had proved a brute to his wife, a deiaulbT to 
his trust, a traitor to his country, a disbeliever in his God ; 
and having already successfully aided and abt'tted rebellion 
abroad, seemed to be cut out for the presiding genius of a rc'vo- 
lution at home, if lujt prematurely taken olf by th(' hand of 
the executioner. But as if in person to warn us of the 
desolating tendency of his doctrines, he completed the cata- 
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logue of offi'iicos by adultery with the wife of his friend, 
by the brutal treatineiit and desertion of his victim, by drunk- 
enness, and by disgusting personal negligences. The very 
excess of moral degradation almost made him an object of 
compassion, llis life was evil, and his end miserable. 

The book was characteristic of the man. Its purpose was, 
through the debasing principle of envy, which is after all the 
inciting motive of a leveller, to reduce mankind to one stand- 
ard ; to write up a s(»rt of confusion made easy, by urging 
the baser to war iigainst the better passions of our nature, in 
order to pull doANU superior station, talents, virtues, and 
distinctions to tlu‘ level of the lowest. It was an open 
declaration of hostility to all the institutions which we in 
Enghuid had been accustoiiu'd to consid(T as our ornament 
and [)nde ; not a n-lbrm of real or imaginary abuses, but a 
prtdly plain rt'comnu'iuhition to demolish present govern- 
ment altogether for the ])leas\ire of building afresh on the 
republican model — good p(‘rha])s in the eyes of an American, 
but at variance with the habits, the feelings, the honest 
convictions and prejudices of an Englishman. It affords 
an illustration of the frenzy of tlu' day, that this production 
was devoured rather than read, by that strong party, many 
of them of rank and influence, who intent on committing a 
species of moral suicide disseminated it in cheap editions 
tlirough th<‘ country ; thus flinging a fire-brand into every 
cottage to burst out and consume themselves. A\ hile in the 
clubs and societies of citit's the same insane spirit of ani- 
mosity, under cover of affected satisfaction, was shown in 
the favouriit' toast constantly drunk thanks to ]\Ir. Burke for 
the discussion he has ])rovok(‘d,” — as if they firmly hoped 
or wished the world to believi*, that lit' had injured those 
vital interests of the stale, of which in fact his book proved 
the salvation. 

It may he remarked that two tither literary opjionents on 
this question, 3Ir. Christie and Mr. Bousefitid, were among 
the number of his aetjuaintaiice. The latter, who proved to 
be the more virulent, had bet'ii reeommended to his notice by 
some friends in the county of Cork, of which that gentleman 
was a nativti, and had in consequence participated largely in 
the liospitalities of Bcaconsfield as well as something in the 
friendship of its owner. The only return made was by vent- 
ing upon him nearly all the abuse of which he was master. 
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Of another republican acquaintance of ratlier more celebrity, 
he gave the following account, Avheii speaking of the address 
of a deputation from the constitutional society of London, 
formed of Joel Barlow and John Erost, to tlie National Con- 
vention. The extravagance of Anacharsis Clootz in wishing 
to embrace China, Quebec, Bulam, and in short all the world, 
in the confraternity of France, was not peculiar to him, but 
was also entertained by all the members of the Assembly. 
This Clootz was an old acquaintance and correspondent, 
being very respectably introduct‘d to him, and had no small 
share in producing the French Itevolution. lie was a Prus- 
sian by birth, highly conversant in every branch of literatur(‘, 
and much btdter qualifu'd to act the part of a philosopher 
than John Frost as de])uty from the peo[)le of Great Britain. 
In June 1790 this man appeared at the bar of the National 
Assembly, accompanied by iiuai of all nations, Asiatic, Afri- 
can, and European, of which latter the English madi‘ no incon- 
siderable part. There, as orator of the human race, he invoked 
for them all the protection and coni rat ernity of France ; and 
this baj)pciied on the V(‘ry day when the Assembly demolished, 
by a decree, the nobility of Franc(‘.*’ 

A reply from the French (*orrespon(l(‘nt to whom the 
‘‘Reflections” had been addressed, dated 17lh November, 

1790, gave Mr, Burke an opportunity of following up his 
blow by a rejoinder entitled “ Ltlter to a ]\lend)er i>f the 
National Assembly.” In this, which app(‘ared in February, 

1791, he advances many new obser\ations, sets others in 
stronger lights, and glanct'S at the characters of st)me of their 
writers whose })riiiciples it was the la.'>ihion to follow, as being 
no better than what he on anotlier occasion termed “the 
mere jays and magpies of philoso])hy.” Koiis.seau he sketches 
in strong, yet not undue terms, when considered, as he says 
he must he, cither “ as a moralist or as nothing,” and as “ tlie 
great professor and founder of ihv 2jhilo>ioplrtj of vanifj/. I 
had good opportunities of knowing his ])roc(jodings almost 
from 4ay to day* and he left no doubt on my mind that he 
entertained no principle cither to influemee his heart or to 

* In 1766, when he came, on the invitation of Hume, tuul heliaved in a 
manner so extraordinary as to be inexplicable in any other way than to 
suppose him wholly possessed by what may he termed the inmtiUij of 
vanity. Mr. Jiurke was then in fr<*(juent eomiiiiinieMtion with Ilurne, and 
from that philosopher himself heard the proceedings of his extraordinary 
^uest. 
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guide his understanding, but vanity'' He asserts in this 
letter, from almost positive knowledge (the correspondents 
just mentioned), that the excesses of the revolution 
were not accidental, as some pretended to believe ; but 
systematically designed from the beginning, even previous 
to the meeting of the states-general. lie hints likewise at 
the necessity ibr that coalition of the sovereigns of Europe 
against Prance, which took place a f(‘w months aftervs^ard ; 
and exjdicitly states tlie intention of the prevailing faction 
to put the King to death wheneviT his name sliould become 
no longer iH'cessary to their designs. Mr. Fox writing 
toward tlie end of iNlay, says “he has not read Burke’s new 
])amphl('t, but it is in gtuieral tlumght to be mere madiK^ss.” 

The d(‘claration of tlie French Ambassador of liis Suve- 
roiiin’s acceptance of the new constitution, drew from Mr. 
Burke a ])npi‘r privately pr(*s(‘nted to the Ministry, “Hints 
for a Mtauorial to INI. l)e Montmorin.” It rta-ommended 
the otfer of British nu'diation b(‘tween that monarch and his 
subjects on th(‘ basis of a frtv constitution to be guaranteed, 
if recjuired, ])y England; and in ease* of refusal by the 
j)Opular party, to intimate tiie design c.)f withdrawing our 
Minister from a Court wlierethe ISovt*reign no longer enjoyed 
personal liberty or political consid(‘ration. 

In the mean time several thr(‘at(‘ning indications pro- 
claimed an approaching breach in the Whig party, very tow 
of whom, c-xci'pt two or three of his ])ersonal friends, could 
be ])ersuad(Hl by Burke of the irretrievable mischitds at work 
in Franca*. IMr. Fox expressed his ap])roval of tlu^ ])rinciplos, 
though not of tie* ])rocei‘dings there, twice or thrice in no 
measLiri'd t(*i*ms ; onc(* in debaU* on the l-inssian armament, 
when ]VIr, Burke rising to rt‘j)ly, was overpowereil by con- 
tiniu'd cries of question from liis own sidt* of the House ; and 
again oJi a Bill ])roviding a constitinion lor Canada, when 
the latter was not ])res(*nt. On this occasiem Fox directed 
])ointed censure against some of the chief doctrines in Burke’s 
late publications, directly i]u(*stioning the utility of hemli- 
tary power, or honours, or titles of rank, concluding with 
a sneer at “ ribbons r(*d and blue.” These opinions might 
have been honest, though perhaps neither sound nor in the 
best taste; and at the morm'iit were unquestionably impru- 
dent. They c'choed but the revolutionary language of the day, 
to which sanction was thus given by a man of no ordinary 
weight in the country ; and could not be considered other 
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than a direct challenge to discussion, addressed to his old 
associate and political instructor. 

As such Mr. Burke evidently considered it. On the Gthof 
May on the same (Quebec) bill, be rose to state bis sentiments 
in detail. But in adverting to tlio French Constitution by 
name and the unhappy scenes to which it bad given rise, was 
loudly called to order from tlic Opposition benches. Mr. Fox, 
who bad himself made allusions as strong to the same measure, 
unexpected!}^ assailed him by an ironical defence, recom- 
mending his friends in effect, to let him say what he pleased. 
Mr. Burke, after noticing this circumstance, resumed his 
argument, and again ex])erienced succt’ssively seven or eight 
other formal interruptions at slu»rt intervals, accompanied 
by speeches to order from ditfereiit membiTs of his own 
party ; while at the same moment, others on the ministerial 
side maintained he was • perfect ly in order. This cont tuition 
presented amid contending slumts of Chair! chair! Hear! 
hear! Order! order! G(» on ! goon! a scene which he re- 
marked at the moment was only to be paralleled in the politi- 
cal assemblages of a neighbouring country of w Inch he was 
endeavounng to convey some id(‘a to the 11 oust'. 

At length, an express vote of censure for noticing the affairs 
of France was moved against him by Lord Sheilield, and 
seconded by Mr. Fox. ]\Ir. Fitt, on the contrary, h'aned to 
his views and urged his being in order; that he was grateful 
to the right hon. gentleman fur tlu' manly struggle made by 
him against French princijiles ; that his vitws should receive 
support w'henever danger approached ; and that his zeal and 
eloquence in such a cause entitled him to the gratitude of his 
fellow-subjects. Mr. Fox followi'd in a vehement address, alter- 
nately rebuking and complimenting Burke in a high strain, 
and while vindicating his own opinions, questioning the truth 
and consistency of those of his right hon. friend who he must 
ever esteem his master, but who nevertheless seemed to have 
forgotten the lessons he had once tauglit him. In sujiport of 
the charge of inconsistency thus advanced, he quoted several 
sarcastic and ludicrous remarks of little moment jit any time 
and scarcely worth repeating then, but w hich as they had 
been expressed fourteen or fifteen years befon', seemed to be 
raked up for the occasion. In this, there w as an a])pearance 
of premeditation and w’ant of generosity, which hurt Mr. 
Burke, as he afterwards expressed to a friend, more than any 
public occurrence of his life, and he rose to reply under the 
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influence of painful and strong feelings. He complained after 
debating the main question, of being treated with harshness 
and malignity for which the moth^e seemed unaccountable — 
of being personally attacked from a quarter where he least 
expected it after an intimacy of more than twcaity-two years, 
— of liis public sentiments and writings being garbled, and 
his confidential communications violated, to gh e colour to 
ail unjust chai-ge. At his time of life it was obviously indis- 
creet to provoke tmemies or to lose friends, as he could not hope 
for the op])ortunities necessary to acquire others, yet if his 
steady adlun’ence to the British constitution ])laced him in 
such a dih'inma, he would risk all and as public duty and 
prinh'nce taught him with his last brt'ath exclaim, ‘‘ Fly from 
the French constitution!” Mr. Fox here observed, ‘‘ tiicre is 
no loss of fri(‘ndship.” “ 1 r(‘gret to sa}' there is,” was the 
rc])ly — “ I know the value of my line of conduct ; 1 have in- 
th‘(‘d made a gre at sacrifice ; 1 have done my duty though I 
have lost my friend. There is something in th(‘ detested 
French constitution that envenoms every thing it touches.” 
Afl('r many comments on the question, he attempt(‘d to con- 
clude with an elegant aposlro[)he to the respective' heads of 
tin? great parties in the state, steadfastly to gmird against 
innovations and untried theories the sacri'd (*ditice of the 
ih’itish constitution, when he was again twice interrupted by 
Mr. Grey. 

]Mr. Fox, unusually excited by this public renunciation of 
long intimacy, rose under excited feelings, ‘‘ so that it was 
soiiH' moments,” says the Morning Chronicle report, “ before 
lie could proceed. Tears rolled down his cheeks, and he strove 
in vain to give utterance to feelings that diguitied his nature.” 
AVhen he had recovered, besides adverting to French aflairs, 
an eloquent apjieal broke forth to his old and revered friend 
— to the nunembrance of their past attachment— tlu'ir inalien- 
able friendship — their reciprocal aftection, as dear and almost 
as binding as the ties of nature between father and son. 
Seldom had then* been heard in the House of Commons an 
appeal so jiathctic and so personal. Yet e\'en jit the moment 
when he was seemingly dissolved in tenderness, the perti- 
nacity of the professed thoroughbn'd disputant prevailed 
over the feelings of the man. 11/? gave utterance to unusu- 
ally bitter sarcasms, reiterated his objectionable remarks, 
adding others not of the most conciliatory tendency, and of 
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course rather aggravating than extenuating the original of- 
fence. liejoinders on both sides followed without eliciting 
more amicable sentiments, and thenceforward the intimacy 
of these illustrious men ceased. 

Such are in brief, the facts connected with this memorable 
dispute, which excited more general interest and produced 
more important results than any similar disagreement in our 
political annals. Opposition instantly saw in it the probable 
loss of much of that consecpieiice they had hitluTto enjoyed 
in the State ; and though at tirsl ahirmi‘d at lhi‘ c(msequences, 
soon proceeded to utter harsh animadversions u])oii their 
late ally, both at the breaking up of the llonst^ as well as 
on all occasions afterwards, and continiu'd by writers of 
strong political partialities even to this day, scarcely one of 
whom but misrepresents the circumstances or motives of the 
quarrel. This is unfair. If d(‘sign can be attributed to 
either party, it would apj)car assun'dly to ha\(‘ rested rather 
with ]\Ir. iV)x and his friends than with ]Mr. Burke; for 
though tliey probably desired no rupture with him, no 
measures more likely to etlect it could In* (h'vised than they 
adopted. There existed evidtaitly a fixed dt‘tenninat ion 
to prevent him from delivering his >eijtim(‘nls u]»on an 
extraordinary and questionable event on tlie pretext of 
being out of order. Admitting him for ai'gument sake 
to have been out of order, whicii \^as not the ease as the 
House decided, was it the business of h’ls /n('/n/,s to attack 
him upon that head? — of the men with whom he had been 
so long associated, xvhose career he had often di reacted, whose 
battles he had fought, w hose credit ho had been the first to 
raise in public (‘sleem — to assail him with vehement disap- 
probation, p<Tsevering interruptions, and votes of censurc‘ ? 
All that he asked for or expocbul w as the liIxTty of expressing 
his sentiments as Mr. Pox had dom; — and this they in oifect 
told him he should not be permitted to have upon that par- 
ticular subject. The natural inference w as, that it stood loo 
high in their esteem to be suffered to be c‘X])osed to the 
w ithering influence of his censure.* There was KoimHiing in 
this of political ingratitude, and obviously no small portion of 
folly and indiscretion ; for it impressed giuieral belief in the 

* Buike himself wittily observed at a subsequent time, that the topic of 
France, thouf^h open to every one else, was by the o])position iahoo'ed to 
him — by what rite of authority, or super.'.titioii, he could not diviue. 
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country that the minority, instead of vi(iwing the French 
question as matter of serious inquiry and deliberation, had at 
once and so heartily adopted its spirit, as to proceed to the 
last extremities with one of the heads of their body sooner 
than hear him treat it with reprobation. 

There are other reasons which tell in favour of Burke. 
Far from being the first to broad i the topic as a provocative 
to quarrel, he had on the contrary studiously avoided it in 
this and the ])roceding sessions until introduced by the per- 
sons wlio now ])rofessed to wish to avoid the subject. It was 
obviously his iuten^st not to disagree with those with whom 
he had })t‘en so long coniu‘cted, and more especially at this 
moment A\hen it was ladic'vtnl in conse(j\ience of words 
which f('ll trom the King on tlu‘ dispute with llussia, that 
they were likely to come into ])ower.* He had already 
ex])lieitly declared hisiidention to sej)arate from the dearest 
friends he possessc'd who should give countenance to the re- 
volutionary do(drines then alloat ; and the breach with Mr. 
Sheridan proved that this was no idle tlireat. He doubtless 
lelt displcast'd tiuit his general opijiions sliould be, if not 
misn'pn'st'iited at least so far misap])lied as to become the 
means of cliarging him with dereliction of principle, lie 
miglit be angiy that this should be done by one who had 
long been his friend, and who boasted (wen at the moment 
tliat he was his di.scijde. He could not he well ])K‘ased that 
this disciple should coiuleinn his book without ceremony as 
an attack on all free governments. He could not bo highly 
conciliated by that frieiid withdrawing, as had been the case 
for a few preciuliiig years, much of that public confidence 
which he had hitherto reposed in him. For as no similarity 
existed in their private ])ursuits, they were political friends or 
they Avere nothing; and tlie withholding confidence on such 
8ubj('cts became in fact a tacit dissolution of the compact by 
which they had been united. 

In addition, there wt're circumstances which rendered it 
scarcely possible they could continue on tlui same terms as 
before. The dispute was not about a private or trivial, but 
a great constitutional matter which superseded all minor 

• Mr Fox had hiiriHclf communicutod to Burke a few days before a 
sptjech made by tlie King at the levee to the effect, that if the gOTeramrnt 
could not be properly conducted by Mr. Pitt it might be done by others, 
for he was not wedded to him. 
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considerations, — not a familiar or speculative topic on which 
they might amicably differ, and pass on to the consideration 
of others on which they agreed ; but one in its consequences 
involving the very existence of the state. It was a question 
wholly new. It was one which interested every man in 
the kingdom. It was constantly and progressively before 
the eyes of Parliament. It met the leailtTs at every turn in 
debate, and in some form or another mingled in ev(‘rv discus- 
sion of fact or principle. It was in itself full of diiUmilties, 
of jagged points and sharp angles, against wliich neither 
could rub without feeling some degree of irritation ; and it 
was one on which from the first each setmied to have staked 
his whole reputation for political wisdom against the other ; 
Mr. Fox, with all the enthusiasm of a g('nerous and unwary 
man ; Mr. Burke with the penetration of a profound philo- 
sopher and the calculating sagacity of a practical statesman. 
In support of their o])inions both wer(‘ quite as vehement 
as the case requinui ; one pushing on or being jmshed by 
Opposition, to apologize for the misdeeds oi*th(‘ Fnaich Ilt*vo- 
lution : tin* other outstripping the van of the Ministry, or 
rather heading it, in bitter reprobation. Constant contiMition, 
“ hand to hand and loot to foot,” as Burke exj)r(‘ssed his 
determination to contend, could lead esp(‘cially with an old 
associate only to coldiu'ss ; and from coldness to alienation, 
from alienation to dislike, tho steps are tew, and quick, and 
certain. A breach therefore sooner or later was inevitable. 
AVhether it ought not to have taken plaee by degrees, and 
with less of publieity, is matter of opinion, and at best of 
little eonsequenee. An open and decisive exj)ressioii of his 
mind (to a fault) had hitherto eharacterizod the Irish orator 
upon all occa.sions ; and he probably thought the same mode 
of conduct now more honourable in itself, and more calcu- 
lated to impress upon the country a sense of the magnitude 
of its danger, and the sincerity of his conviction that the 
danger was near. 

Ail previous circumstances since April 15th, when the 
clamour of his own party prevented him rtqjlying to Mr. 
Fox, plainly intimated a rupture in the Whig ranks. The 
latter gentleman long afterwards regretted this imprudent 
proceeding of his 8up]X)rter8, saying that though the conflict 
between them might iiave been hotter and fiercer, it would 
probably have left no unpleasant feelings behind. In fact, 
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the next morning a general alarm at the consequences of this 
step spread through tlie party, and several conciliatory 
explanations and apologies were offered to Burke. Many 
who agreed in Box’s opinions did not hesitate to condemn 
him for imprudence in expr(‘ssing them, though it w'as equally 
true that h(‘ had been urged to do so by others, and for not 
having already done so bcdbre, a few' of the number had been 
teni])ted to say he was deficient infirmness. On the oth(*r hand 
Burke’s p(n*sonal fri(‘nds, and the connexions of the Duke of 
Portland, though agn;eing in his views, wished him to pass 
over the opinions and the ehallengt'S of Fox and Sheridan in 
silence. Tiiis la^ urged w^as impossible. He was w illing to for- 
get the total w'ant of consideration and respect show n to him 
on reci'iit occasions, as w ell as the abuse directed against his 
wTitiuLTs ; yet in addition to these, without any overt act to 
cause such a ]iroct‘(‘ding, he liad been thrice within a week 
pointedly danal to the discussion; and standijig as he did, 
pledged to tlu‘ House and to the country upon the subject, it 
would look like jiolitical cowardice to shrink from the contest. 
Bi'sides, he thought Mr. Fox’s opinions of weight in the 
country, and should not be permitted to circulate unopposed. 
He felt flirt her imjiellcd, by an inqierious sense of public duty, 
wliich h(‘ considered paramount to all other considerations 
what(‘V(‘r. 

AV^hile intimation was reciMved toward the middl(‘ or end of 
April, that the adhertaits of the AV hig leader had dt'teniiined 
t-n interruj)t liiin on any allusions to Frc'iich affairs, that gen- 
tleman himself iu company wdth a friend, waited u])on him to 
request that the discussion might be postponed till another 
o])portunity, which Mr. Burke however pointed out was not 
liktdy to occur again during the Session. To convince IMr. 
Fox, n(‘\ ertheless, that nothing personal or offensive should 
])roe(‘ed from liiin, he slated explicitly what ho meant to 
say, nK'iitioning the heads of his arguments, and the limita- 
tions lie (iesigiK'd to imjiose on himself; an instance of can- 
dour which Mr. Fox returned by relating the favourable 
expi\‘ssions recently uttered of him by the King. The in- 
terview', theridbre, though not quite satisfactory, excited no 
angry fet'lings. On the contrary, they w'alked down to the 
ITouso togi‘th(‘r, and entered it, but found that the Quebec 
goveniment bill had been postponed till after the Easter 
holidays. But as if fated to fan Hie slumbering fjamo of 
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dissension, Mr. M. A. Taylor observed on lliis evening that 
the constitution of that colony had been improperly trt?ated, 
by involving the consideration of the general ])rineiples of 
governinejit, and the constitutions of other countries. 
Insinuations had been thrown out against tiu' oj)inions of 
some of the gentlenieji with whom ht‘ acted. Jt*, therefore, 
he found the minister, or any other riyht homniraUe yentlemaUy 
wander from the strict discussion of the mati(‘r, he should call 
him to order and take the sens(‘ of the Hou.'^e upon it. The 
allusion to Burke was palpable and so he considered it, but 
made no reply. 

Mr. Fox, ^^ilh more consideration, admitted that in form- 
ing a government for a colony, attention should he paid to 
the general princi])les (d* all govt'rnments. Jh' himsidf had 
alluded perhajis too often, to the French Ke\ olulicjji. He had 
also s})ak(‘n much on the gi)vcrnment ol*the American States 
because they wer * in tin* vicinity of Fanada ; hut on the 
Quebec bill he liad oidy uttered oih‘ silly k'vity,''’’* net worth 
recollecticm, relative to the Frtmch Itevolution ; he meant an 
allusion to the extinction of nobility in France and its ri'vival 
ill Fanada. li(‘ was not in the habit of conct'aling his 
opinions; neither did he retract any which he had lu'retofbre 
advanced on that subject ; and when the (^iielu c bill came 
again to be discussed, though from the ri*>pirt he miter- 
tained for souu‘ of his friends he should bt' soi‘r\ to dilfer 
from them, yet he woidd deliver his oj)iniohs ft arlc>sly. 3Ir. 
Powys remarked that the debate had turned irregularly both 
on retrospect and anticipation, and hinltul that ^Ir. Fox 
should have followed the exainph^ of ]\lr. Burke, in writing, 
rather than in speaking there, of the French Bevolutiou. 

Mr. Burke, in an atlecling manner as>ui’ed the ilous(‘that 
nothing deprt'ssed him more — nothing had ever luori* atfected 
body and mind — than the thought ol’ rnei'ting liis friend as 
a direct antagonist. After noticing allusituis thrown out 
and the accompanying obscrv'ations, he considv-red that in 
framing a new constitution, it was desirable to refer to various 
forms of government and examj)h‘8 of other constitutions 
in order to see to what extent certain jirinciples had been 

• This was, that “ nobility etunk in the nostrils of the people of Ame- 
rica.*’ The phrase itself was not orig-ina), but had been used by Burke 
many years before applied to a former unpopular House of Commons. 
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ado})tcd elsewhere, and liow th(‘y had succeeded or were likely 
to succeed. 11 is opiniiuis on government he presumed not 
to be unknown. Genthuncn had become fond of quoting him 
in that House; and tin* more he considert'd tlie French 
Constitution, the more sorry he was to see it viewed with any 
degrecof favour. Ojice in t he preceding session hehad thought 
liiinself under the necessit y of sj)eaking very fully upon the 
subj(?ct ; but since that time he had never mentioned it either 
directly or indirectly ; no man therefore could charge him with 
having jmwoked the conversation that had passed. He should, 
however, give his opinion on particular principles of govtTn- 
ment in tlie fut lire progress of tin* Quebta* bill. He acquitted 
with much candour Ids right honourable fric-nd of any ])er- 
sonal ollence in the interruption he had lately t‘X])crienced 
(April 15), in altenqding to answer his recent jianegyric on 
France: and hetinished by saying, that should he and that 
friend diller, he desired it to be recolli'cted that however 
dear he considered his friendship, then' was somi'thing still 
dearer in Ids mind— the love of his country. Neither was 
he stimulated to the jiart he should take by any connexion 
with ])eoj)le in ollii'c ; for whate\er Ihiw knew of his political 
sentiments lluy had learmal from him, not he from them. 

Such wen' the ])recursors of this political storm. All tlie 
])arty eh'inents had for sojau* time appt'ared surcharged with 
combustible matter w hndi reipdred but a spark in order to 
explode, and t Ids the unw ise members supjdied. Our surprise 
is chit'tly t'xcited by tlu' sli-angi' delusion that llurki', wdiosc 
decision of characti'f and deUTininatitm to carry through any 
thing he had onci' taken in hand could admit ol* no mistake, 
should beexp('ct(‘dtosubmii to their arbilraiy deci*t‘eof silence. 
No infatuation ('ould la* greater. Of all men in the House 
they ought to hav(' known tliat he was llie last to bo turned 
from any ]uirpose w hich he thought public duty required ; 
his conviction of being right was the ri'sult as tlu'v knew’ of 
long and anxious con.sideration. INlr. Fox, as we have seen, 
had given tlu* challengi', yet was evidently in dread of the 
catastrophe that ensued, wldle his retainers proceeding a 
point further resolved that if intimidation could succeed there 
should bo no contest. The preceding observations of Hurke 
(‘vinced a resolute though c«nciliatorv spirit; the fi’it'nds of 
Fox thought proper angrily to resent tliis determination ; 
and during the interval between this period and the 6th of 
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May, plain intimations found vent in the Opposition news- 
papers that he should not be permitted to proceed in his 
purpose. 

All this was clearly impolitic ; the conduct of the body in 
the wliole affair, harsh if not hostile. That of Mr. Fox it is 
also difficult to explain. In treating of a constitution for a 
colony which embraced English and French interests, it was 
scarcely out of order to contrast their respective constitutions 
with that of the one proposed ; but it si eined strange that 
the same privilege should be denied to another niembcr tff at 
least equal talents and of the same party, bc'cause lu' drew a' 
different conclusion. Why, it was pertinently aske-d, should 
Mr. Fox and Mr. Sheridan have license to extol the French 
revolution or constitution when speaking upon the Quebt c 
bill, while to Mr. Burke, the topic of France should bi‘ for- 
bidden ? Surprise likewise arose that t he former should j)n>- 
fess such warm admiration ofth(‘ Frmich nwolution, when 
confessedly nut one bmieficial result had arisen from it, or 
seemed likely to arise, to that or to any other country. 
If this admiration were sincere, whai cctnclusions could Ix^ 
drawn from his jmlitical wisdom or prudence^? If it were 
not, the inference was equally against his political honesty. 
It is no more tlian justice t(j him to state however that 
what ho panegyrised in tht‘ gross, he comlciniit'd almost 
uniformly in detail; and more in ])ri\ate conversation than 
he could be brought to express in dt'bate. It is on ivcord 
likewise that though on two oecasious he applaud(‘d the new 
French Conatituiion as ‘Hln? most stupendous and glorious 
edifice of liberty which had been erecte<lon the foundation of 
human integrity in any time* or country,” he afterwards when 
pushed by ]Mr. Burke, explained away his meaning by saying 
that it applied to the revolution, — not to the Constitution. 
His sentiments seemed more than once to wav(‘r as to the line, 
of conduct most fitting for liim to pursue. 1 1 has been ahvays 
believed that he w^as urged on by sinister influence, or that 
innate passion for po])ularity he always avow(*d,to takt‘ the side 
he did ; and tliat having irrecoverably lost Burke by going too 
far, he was obliged to go further in order to retain Sheridan, 
wdio is said to have exacted explicit declaration of his opinions 
as the price of his continued exertions in Parliament. It has 
been asserted by some of the Members who continued to 
adhere to him — that be would ultimately have been brought 
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over to Burke’s views had not the precipitate separation of 
the latter affected his pride ; for that after the publicity of 
the quarrel if he should relinquish his opinions in order to 
effect a reconciliation, it would look so iniicli like weakness 
as to lose him the lead in his party, if not in public esteem. 
It is likewise said that Burke himself expected to make a 
convert of him ev(*n after their disa^reeimmt. Yet to a distant 
obs(^rver, these sanguine eoneliisions were not at all jirobablc. 
Mr. Fox knew, that by joining administration he must be- 
come a secondary personage' to Mr. Pitt, who could not be 
expect(*d voluntarily to surrender half of that power which he 
"iiijoyed as a whole. AVhile on the other hand, by not 
aceeptinjj; ollice but jnerely showinii^ hiiUMdf in Parliament to 
re-echo the voice of jMinistrv, or by secediiiLC altoii^cther from 
business, he equally ran the hazard of losiuL;: sojuethinyj of his 
public importance. d’hcre was the furlhf?r considc'ratioii 
whetlii'r e\en if admitted to an equality of j)ower, it was 
])rol)abie he and 31r. Pitt should aijjrt‘e in their general im'a- 
sures. A calculation of th(‘sc chanc(‘s, ami ]K‘rha])s a real 
belief of serving the <*a\isc of liberty by iHunaiiting at the head 
of Opposit ion, determined him to k(‘ep his station. Far bt' it 
from my wish to “lean upon tin‘ immiory of a groat man;” 
but sim{)le justice' to aiiotlu'r still grcatiT. requires that an 
impartial stalemi'iit should be ojiposed to misrepresentations 
still applied U) him in eonseepienei' of this selii>m, by certain 
unscrupulous admirers of* 3lr. Fc*x, the rival U'adt'r of tlu' 
AVhigs.* 

* 7’liis 1 ki 8 bcoij even very rrceaitlv rcjx'jCcd. TJic ]>a<s{m-(' in llu- tfxt 
was lu’urly lliirty y»>iirs aird, ami lln* fircuinsianccs of ilie rupture 

fully known and recojrnizrd as hi.'<t<*rieal facts ssincr 17dl. I was snrprisj-d 
tlicrcfoi’c to see a random e(»iitra«lienon of tlie account from Lord Holland in 
‘•Memoirs oftljc AV'liig PaiMy,” in llu* following few unceremonious and 
uusn})]K)rlccl wtu'ds — “ .\othin|r can be more fal.s, tban tbc acconnl of that 
memorable dclaite in J’riiir’s Idle of Jbirke.” I nii^-lit rest eontent. with 
the remarks of the able wnt«‘r in the (luarttuly Review (No. CLXXXI. June, 
iSull) ill rei’utinp’ this, as be has done so many more, of that .Nobleman’s 
random statements; Init somethin'!;' more may be due to the n-ader. His 
Ijordsliiji does not venture lo j:ive any account biiuself or from any of his 
fi'ien.ls, ofwliat be jiresunn cl or knew of the actual cireumstanees of the 
i|narn]. He does not even bint in Avbat ]»oiiit iniue is erroin'ous. In trutli 
lie could not do so without bt in|r guilty of nii.s-statenn'nt. The detail was 
carefully drawn uj) after the ]irriisal of several accounts more or l(>ss full, 
written immediately after tin- 4K*currenee, and could no inure b*' falsitied, 
were there any sucli design, tbiin iin\ memorable event in the House of 
Commons ot tlie present day. It w.is eorroboruted by ilaviland Ihirke 
from many di tails given by his motlnr then resident with her uncle, who 

Z 
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An anecdote of this memorable evening related by a Member 
who had adopted Mr. Fox’s opinions, evinces, contrary to the 
inference he draws, that Burke instead of displaying the calm- 
ness of one who had come down to the House prepared for a 
rupture, felt the irritation w hich unpremeditated quarrels, and 
the harsh reception he had experienced, were calulated to excite. 
“ The most powerful feelings,” says Mr. Curw en,* “ were 

hud heard minierous partirulars from him and his visit()rs at Beaconafield 
at the period of the occurrence. It was confirmed verbally and in written 
details by Dr. Walker Kin*', afterwards Bishop of Rochester and Editor 
of Burke’s "Works. And it was further confirmed by u very fiill re})ort, 
occupying" the whole of the paper to the exclusion ofotln^r subjects, of the 
journal especially devoted to Mr. Fox, the Morning Chronicle. No modern 
event can be more accurately verified. The interrupters of Burke were 
in succession Mr. Baker, Mr. M. A. Taylor, Mr. St. John, Mr. Anstru- 
tber, twice, Mr. (irey supported by Sheridan, twice, Mr. St. John again, 
Lord Sheffield witli a vote of censure seconded by Fox. in aspet'ch in which 
lie declared his and his right honourable friend’s opinions on the French 
Revolution were “ wide as the Poles asundei,’’ and that it was “ one of 
the greatest and happiest events of which history bore any record,” and 
finally by Mr. Grey. The latter occurred after Burke had said that with 
sevi'ral difiVrences of opinion with Fox, nothing hitherto hud interrupted 
their friendship This drew fortli the appeal of the latter in a sjieech 
filling five columns of the newspaper. Lord Holland was an agreeable and 
hospitable man, who had tact enough to cultivate literary sotui iy. But he 
was deficient in judgment, in research, m discrimination, in accuracy as 
an annalist, and warped by extreme })njudices, eoinmonly unfounded and 
often absurd. lie was no more fitted to sit dow n to the composition of 
accurate history, than to wrriie Epic Poems. And the consciousness of 
this defect, probably induced Iiim to neglect embodying the anqile materials 
he possessed into a life of his uncle, which have thence passed into the more 
skilled hands of Lord John Russell. 

Of his unfairness, if not hatred, tow'ards Burke, w’e have a still newer 
specimen in the fifth volume of Moore’s “ Memorials and Correspondence.” 
— “Asked Lord Holland several qin^stions about Burke, suggested to me 
by reading Prior’s lifi- of Burke, liurke very anxious (Lord Holland says) 
for the Coalition. Fifty-four Articles of iiupeuchment against Fox were 
written by Burke before the separation. In his ‘ History of the English 
Colonies,’ Burke suggested (Lord Holland thinks; American taxation. 
Burke always a jobber.” Every jioiiit in this passage is uiiLrue — some so 
notoriously contrary to fact as to be obvious to a cursory reader of 
modern history — but they shew the idle assertions in whicli his Lordship 
was accustomed to indulge equally in speech and in writing. Of the alleged 
jobbing propensities of Burke, every account of his proceedings or opinions 
in every session he sat in Parliament, is a sufficient refutation ; and some 
of the compliments naid to him by opponents and friends on the score of 
disinterestedness will be found in this work. — Should the reader desire fur- 
ther details of the dispute between him and I'^ox, a full account will be 
found in the Annual Register for 1791. 

* Travels in Ireland, vol. ii. 
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manifested on the adjournment of the House. Whilst I was 
waiting for my carriage, Mr. Burke came up to me and 
requested, as the night w^as wet, I would set him down — 1 
could not refuse — thougli I confess I felt a reluctance in com- 
plying. As soon as the carriage door was shut, he compli- 
mented me on my being no friend to the revolutionary doctrines 
of the French, on wTiich he spoke with great warmth Ihi* 
a few minutes, when* he ])aused to allbrd mo an opportu- 
nity of approving the view he had taken of those measures ]\l 
the House. Former experience had taught me the conse- 
quences of differing from his opinions ; yet at the moment I 
could not fet‘l disinclijied to disguise my sentiments. Mr. 
Burke, catching lioldof the check-string, furiously exclaimed, 
‘You are of these people! set me down!’ With sonu‘ 
difliculty .1 ri'strained him ; — we had then reached Charing 
Cross — a silence ensued, which was preserved till w e reached 
his house in Gerrard {Street, when he hurried out of tlie 
carriage w itliout sj)eaking, and thus our intercourse ended.” 
Yet wlien his ow n personal and political interests wi'rt' at 
stake, he displayed nothing of this spirit of irritation, as the 
following anecdote recorded by the same gentleman testifies, 
and it is onl\ one among many others : - “On the first qut'stion 
of the Jh'gency I diifered from IMr. Fox : wlum the division 
was ])roceeding, Mr. Burke espied me remaining in my scat : 
he turiu‘d about and repeatedly called on me, but as 1 
obeyed not thi‘ summons, a laugh at his expense ensued. 
Tliough evidently displeased, I must do him the justice to say 
he did not restait it.” 

The lloust* meeting again on the 11th, Mr. Fox explaintai 
away Ids opinions against at’istocracy ; vvliich J’itt sarcasti- 
cally said lie w as glad to hear, for he and imist otlu'rs had 
formed a different estimate of his ineaidng from what had 
fallen from him on the evening they had last assembled. 
Mr. Burke spoke at length on the situation in w hich he 
stood with his party. IMr. Fox again assailed him with some 
censures and personalities, at the same time saying that if he 
wished to return to his party, it would receive, resjiect, and lo\i' 
him as heretofore. Of this censure and invitation little notice 
w'as taken, no attempt being made to recriminate ; so that in 
the whole of this affair the loss of temper w ould seem to have 
been quite as great in the one gentleman as in the ot her. 
To Burke, decided separation from his late associates may 
have been more a relief than annoyance. He now’ stood alone 
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between the two great parties— unallied to one, and expe- 
riencing little less than hostility from the other in whose 
service his political life had been spent. Private uneasiness 
was added to extreme anxiety for public interests, which 
largely occupied his mind and even affected his health. “ 1 
am not well, Speaker,” said he approaching the chair of the 
House of Commons one evening, — “ 1 eat too much, I drink 
too much, and I sleep very little.”* Soule time after the tinal 
rupture with his former party he quoted in Mr. Addington’s 
hearing, 

“ .3Cneas celsa in jam certus euiicli 

Ciirpt’bat cioniiios,” 

And again when assailed by interruptions fi-om its inferior 
retainers gave the passage from King Lear — 

“ The little dogs and all, Tray, Blunclie, and Sweetheart, 

See — they bark at me.*’ 

Not the least remarkable event (d‘the pt'riod was the very 
next measure brought forward by Mr. Pox. This, whil(‘ often 
in tlie ii.abit of dropping hints upon iuconsisltmcy, seemed cal- 
culated to render his own more ])artieularly markt'tl. as in the 
late quarrel allusions oetairred to <litlerenee of oj)iin()n with 
Burke ou this very point — to whom in fact, tli(‘ ])reseiit 
undertaking was a strong though unuvowed aeknowledgmeut. 
of the su])eriority of his views at an early pmhod of his life, (»u 
a great eoiistitulioiial matter. This was llu‘ bill for empow- 
(.•ring juries to try the questions both of law and of laet in 
proseeutions tor libel. 

It has been noticed that a bill for this ])urpose was intro- 
duced by ]Mr. Dowdeswell in March 1771, in eous(M|ui‘U(‘e of 
the discussions which arose from tlu? verdict of the .liiry in 
Almon’s trial for publishing Junius’s Ijettcr to the King. 
This measure Mr. Burke as the moving spirit of tlu‘ ])arty, 
not oidy suggested but drew uj> with his own baud, and sup- 
ported in the Haus(; by an able speech. Ministry resisted it, 
and among otliers Mr. Pox pointedly. Lord Shelburne and 
his, friends gave it a hollow' support; Lord Chatham and his 
followers, scouted it; and Mr. llorue Tooke attacked it ano- 
nymously in the iujws])a])ers ; yet all thesi* persoiis formed 
sections of Opposition — so much w'cre the judgment and 
constitutional teiiclenci(*s of tlie Irish orator ev(‘n then in 
advance of his able-st contemporaries. This ungracious re- 

• Lord SiiliiioutliV Life, vol. i. 
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ception probably prevented him from renewing it. Mr. Fox 
at the present inoment, seized upon the question perhaps as 
a prop to falling popularity ; and though it be an understood 
rule for one Member of Parliament before he seizes upon the 
proposition of another to communicate' witli him on tlic sub- 
ject, Mr. Fox did not think this com ])li merit necessary, 
although no breach had then (February) taki'n place between 
them. He said nothing to Mr. Burke, made no apology or 
reference, acknowledged no obligation ; but arlopted the spirit 
and substance, and as lu'arlj" as possible tlie words of the bill of 
1771, as liis own exclusive property.* It is ditficult to believe 
he did not know' who the real author was, though ignorance 
on that point was jiossible ; but the bill itself from having 
opposed, and from his late reference to it, he could not have 
• For the information of the reader the chief heads of each are subjoined. 


Jury Bill of 1771 . 

I. Whereas doubts and cc.itro- 
versies have arisen concerning the 
rights of the Jurors to try the whole 
matter charged in indictments, and 
informations for seditious and other 
libels ; for settling and ch‘anng the 
same in time to come, be it enacted, 
tcc. that from and after, dv:c., the 
jurors who shall be duly impanelled 
and sworn to try the issue between 
the King and the defendant, upon 
any indictment t)r information lor a 
seditious libel, or a libel under any 
other denomination or description, 
shall, to all intents and purposes, he 
held and reputed . in law’ and in right, 
competent to try every part of the 
matter laid or charged in the said 
indictment or information, compre- 
hending the criminal intention of 
the defendant, and evil tendeney of 
the libel charged, as well as the 
mere fact of the publication thereof ; 
and the application by inuendo of 
blanks, initial letters, pictures, and 
other devices, any law or usage to 
the contrary notwithstatiding. 

II. Provided that nothing in the 
act be construed to prevent or re- 
strain the judges or justices before 
whom such issues shall be tried, 
from instructing the jurors concern - 


Jury Bill of 1 791. 

I. Whereas doubts have arisen, 
whether on the trial of an indictment 
or information for the making or 
publishing any libel, w'here an issue 
or issues are joined between the 
King and the defendant or defen- 
dants, on the plea of not guilty 
pleaded, it be competent to the jury 
impanelled to try the same, to gi\e 
their verdict upon the whole matter 
in issue; be it therefore declared 
and enacted, &c. (S:c.,that on every 
such trial, the jury sworn to try the 
issue may give a general verdict of 
guilty or not guilty upon the whole 
matter ])ut in issue upon such in- 
dictment or information, and shall 
not be required or directed by the 
Court or Judge before whom such 
indictment or information shall be 
tried, tv. find the defendant or de- 
fendants guilty, merely on the proof 
of the jjuhlication by such defen- 
dant or defendants, of the paper 
charged to be a libel, and of the 
sense ascribed to the same on such 
indictment or information. 

II. Provided always, that on 
every sueh trial the court or judge 
before whom sueh indictment or in- 
formation shall be tried, shall, ac- 
cording to their or his discretion 
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forgotten. Whatever merit therefore be in this measure, far 
the larger proportion beyond all question belongs to Mr. 
Burke. 

The labours of the latter at the commencement of this 
troubled session had been equally arduous, though less per- 
sonally agitating than those towards its close. An important 
constitutional question was mooted, whether the impeachment 
had not abated by the dissolution of Parliament in 1790 F He 
maintained with great vigour and ability that it had not. Mr. 
Eox and Mr. Pitt (who met privately for the last time in 
consultation on this subject, and the only time since 1783), 
Mr. Dundas, Mr. Addington the Speaker, Mr. Adam, and 
the chief talent of both Houses supported the same views. 
J^^early all the lawyers were of an o})posite opinion and 
among them Mr. Erskine, who laboured hard to support this 
unconstitutional doctrine. The attempt drew' from the chief 
manager many sarcastic rtmiarks, espi‘cially after Erskine, 
who had been retained in a cause cm the other side, and w’as 
of course not fr(‘e from bias, had remarked that the Lawyers 
were not at home in that House; when Burke said, he be- 
ing the law upon the matter so in i gi\e their or his opinion of direc- 
issue, as fully as may be done in j tions to the jury on the matter in 
other misdemeanors, where the ju- ] issue between the King and the 
rors do and ought to try the whole defendant or defendants, in like 
matter ; nor to restrain the jurors manner as in other criminal cases, 
from finding the matter special, if the 
law to them shall seem difficult and 
doubtful. 

III. Provided also, that nothing III. Provided also, that nothing 
herein contained shall be construed herein contained shall extend or be 
to take from the defendant, after construed to extend, to prevent the 
verdict found, the right of laying jury from finding a special verdict 
such evidence before the Court in in their discretion, as in other crimi- 
which such verdict was found, as nal cases, 
may tend to mitigation or extenua- 
tion of his said offence, as has been 
usually practised before this act. 

IV. Provided also, that in case 
the jury shall find the defendant or 
defendants guilty, it shall and may 
be lawful for the said defendant or 
defendants to move in arrest of 
judgment on such ground and in 
such manner as by law he or they 
might have done before the passing 
of this act, any thing herein to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 
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lieved they were not — “ They were birds of a different 
feather, and only perched in that House on their flight to 
another — only resting their pinions there for a while, yet 
ever fluttering to be gone to the region of coronets ; like the 
Hibernian in the ship, they cared not how soon she foundered, 
because they were oiily passengers — their best bower anchor 
was always cast in the House of Lords.” In, another sen- 
tence be expressed a wish “ to see the country governed by 
law, but not by law’yers.” On the 14t]i of February when 
Erskine, w’ho had already sustained many biting sarcasms, 
complained of the length of the trial, Burke, after an able 
defence of the managers upon whom no blame rested in the 
opinions either of Ministry or Opposition, asked “ w'hether 
the learned gentleman remembered, that if the trial had 
continued three, the oppressions had continued for 20 years ? 
Whedher, after all, th(‘re Acre hour-glasses for measuring the 
grievances of mankind? or whether those w^hose ideas never 
travelled beyond a nisi prim cause, w’ere better calculated to 
ascertain what ought to be the length of an impeachment, 
than a rabbit who breeds six times in a yt‘ar was to judge of 
the time proper for the g(?station of an elephant Mr. 
F ox Avas not less severe in strictures upon the legal pro- 
fession. 

The other measures in which he took part were by an 
eloquent speecli, seconded by Fox and Pitt, in support of 
Mr. Mitford’s bill granting indulgence to protesting itomaii 
Catholic Dissenters, or those w ho denied the Pope’s supre- 
macy in temporal matters; on the slave trade ; on the lius- 
sian armament ; and an eloquent one (IMay 12th) on Mr. 
Grey’s im^tion to inquire into the effects of imprisonment 
for debt — a practice to which his humane propensities were 
at all times alive ; mid the legislature of tlu* present day by 
passing the Insolvent Act has fully adopted his ideas. 

In the early ])art of the summer he paid a visit to Mar- 
gate for the benefit of warm salt-w att^r baths for Mrs. Burke, 
at w'hich an anecdote is ndated indicative of his sense of 
propriety in matters delivered from the j)ulpit. At church, 
on one occasion, he was unexpectedly saluted with a political 
sermon, which though complimentary to his owm views of 
public affairs, was so little suited in his opinion to the place, 
that he displayed unequivocal symptoms of disapprobation 
by rising frequently during its continuance, taking his hat 
as if to depart, and reseating himself with an air of evident 
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impatience. “ Surely,” said he, on anotlier occasion, “ the 
church is a place where one day’s tiaice may be allowed to 
the dissensions and animosities of mankind.” 

During the stay of the family here, his niece Miss French, 
relates an instance of the knowledge of small things pos- 
sessed by her uncle being unexpecteiily put to the test. A 
ball being to take place at the rooms, the ladies who had 
been little in public in consequence of Mrs. Burke’s indis- 
position, became anxious to ascertain the prevailing colours 
and modes in what was then a fashionable resort, but were 
puzzled to find a fit messenger to dispatch upon this impor- 
tant errand. Mr. Burke ovc'rhearing the conversation, im- 
mediately removed tlie diiiicultv by jocularly oficring himself 
as Emhassadoi' extraordinary on the occasion ; and when he 
found that much merriment was excit(‘d by the proposal, and 
some remarks made upon his unfitness fora mission requiring 
a special knowledge of caps, dresses, flounces, tuckers, and 
all the paraplicrnalia of female dress, good-humouredly re- 
plied, ‘‘Come, come, I know more of these tilings than you 
give me credit for ; my knowledge must not b(* undervalued 
until it is tried.” To the rooms accordingly he went duly 
instructed by the ladies, made his remarks according to in- 
structions, and returned with a humorous and as it proved 
correct account t)f all lie had observed. 

Another ratine unusual incident savoured more of the 
myster^Trequently attached to the proceedings of a statesman. 
M. De Calonne, then in England, who had become agent or 
minister for the French Princ(‘s at Coblentz, eoncidved the 
design of privately consulting Mr. Burke on their inter(‘sts and 
that of the French monarchy. With this view he proceeded 
to Margate, and left an anonymous letter at Burk(‘’s rc'sidence 
requesting a private interview, so that the visit should be 
unknown to the French Embassy. This was at first refused. 
Further explanations being given, a nu‘eting took place as 
desired, and the result w'as a mission of the yoiingcT Burke, 
as the representative of his father’s opinions and views on 
tin* great question then agitating Europe to Coblentz, with 
the approbation of Government. “We did not discover the 
real purpose of this mystery,” said one of the ladies many 
years afterward, “for some time, but supposed it was some- 
thing connected with Francte.” 

In August Sir Joshua Ileynolds published a print of him, 
by Benedetti, from the best portrait painted by himself in 
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1775. Underneath, tljo Pn'sidoiit caused to be engraved tlie 
following lines from thi* fifth book of Paradise Lost — the 
conduct of tlie good Abdiel ; a strong allusion, to the recent 
political quarrel, and expressive of his own sense of the pro- 
ceedings of Opposition, as well as ol’ tlieir treatment of his 
great friend — 

“ So spake the fervent Aiiprcl, but liis zeal 
None Hoeondoil, as out of season judf^ed, 

Or sint^-iilar and i-asli — 

— unmoved, 

Unshaken, unscduced, unterritied * 

His loyalty he ke})t, liis love, his zeal; 

Nor number nor exurnjde witli liim wroufrht 
To swi-rve from truth, or ehan;jre Jjis constant mind 
Though sing-le, ITom amidst them forth he jta.vst'd 
Long’ way tliroug-h hostile scorn, which he sustain’d 
Superior nor of vmleiiec fear’d aug:ht ; 

And with retorte<i scorn his ])ack lu* turn’d 
On thua<^ jtroud towers to swift destruction doom’d.” 

His humility, wlticli if really iniaHected, was as distinguislied 
as any othtT of his qualities look the alarm on this occasion, 
not having tlie platt* until a considt'rahle number of im- 
pressions had been workt'd off.and he then urged the strongest 
reiiioiistranees against the apj)lieation of such lines to him ; 
insisting as Ihe (!ondition of continued friendship that they 
shoiihl b(‘ oblilt'rated, or the ])lato and till tlu' impressions 
which had not been distrihuTtal, destroyed. fSir Joshua 
submitted to this tleteriuinaiioii with great reluctanci‘, and 
it was so unrelentingly carried iiit(> cflect that very few are 
now to b(‘ found. far did Jfurke carry this feeling, 

squeamish or aflected as some may consider it, that whenever 
lie met with one of t hese prints in the house of a frh'ud, lie 
used to beg it as a favour in exchange for one without the 
lines, and it was no sooner obtained than di'stroyed. 

At this period also, the war of caricatures Avhii-h had been 
carried on against him for many years witli soiiu' wit and 
address as well as against Pox and others of the ()jq:)()siiion, 
now turned in some degree in his favour. The Jesuit’s 
dress, by which and his sjiectacdes he had been commonly 
represented, was t'xchanged for other forms in which he was 
drawn as confounding or exposing in debate tlie apologists 
of the Bevolution. A collection of these lleeting memorials 
of the whim or satire of the day, made by Mr. ^llaviland 
Burke, affords some amusiug scenes in his career, the like- 
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nesB being as faithful as caricature pretends to be, and some 
of his oratorical attitudes have been correctly caught. This 
pictorial wit even when most hostile, far from inflicting pain, 
n^quently became a source of amusement, as the following 
anecdote will t<'stify. Dining at Lord Tankerville’s, the 
conversation turning on caricatures, a gentleman remarked 
that be believed Mr. Fox had been oftener exhibited in that 
way than any other man in the kingdom — “ I beg pardon,*’ 
said Mr. Burke, “ but I think I may put in my claim to a 
greater number and variety of exhibitions in that line than 
my honourable friend.” 1 hope,” observed Mr. Fox, “ they 
give you no uneasiness.” “ Not in the least,” was the reply, 
“ I have 1 believe, seen them all, laughi‘d at them all, and 
pretty well remember them all ; and if you feel inclined to 
be amused and it would not be trespassing on the indulgence 
of the company, 1 can repeat the diffenmt characters in 
which 1 have figured in the shops, obedient to thi^ powers of 
the pencil.” Accordingly he began, and detailed them all 
so humourously as to keep the table in continual laughter 
during the description. 


CHAPTER XII. 

Appeal from the New to tlie Old Whijrs — Frcncli I'hnifrrants — Letter to 
Air. (now Baron) Smith — Writings on French Affairs, and on the lioinau 
Catholic Claims - Sir Joshua Iteynolds — Parliamentary Business — Letter 
on the Death of Mr. Shackicloii — War with France — Letter of Mr. R. 
Burke, Jun. to Air. Smitli. 

Ills early friend Shackleton, having visited London in the 
spring, to attend meetings of the Friends’ Society, usually 
spent as has been said, a portion of time at Butler’s Court 
or in town. The following note was dispatched this year as 
soon as his arrival was known. 

“ My dear Shackleton, — I shall bo most happy to see you. 
My wife will be in town on tiiis day ; at least I hope so. 
Why can’t you dine with us also ? 1 have refused two in- 

vitations this morning to keep myself for you. Yours, most 
truly, Edmund Budke.” 

“ Friday. 

About a week after the rupture with Mr. Fox, a broad 
intimation in the Morning Chronicle conveyed the wish of 
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the party that he should retire from Parliament.* This being 
deemed gratuitous impertinence, caused the withdrawal ot 
his name from the Whig Club. He had, however, previously 
expressed the wish to seek private life as soon as the pro- 
ceedings against Hastings permitted an honourable retreat. 
But as the hint in the newspaper paragraph hinged upon 
the purer Whiggism of his great opponent, an answer was 
deemed necessary to test tlie alleged c*orrect principles of 
that day, with tliose maintained at the Revolution, the era of 
their su])])osed greatest ])urity. 

For this ]mrpose appeared toward tlie middle of summer, 
“An Appeal from the New to the Old Whigs.” In this 
pamphhd, whieli is couched in a calm tone and written in 
the third ])erson, he successfully accom])Iishes the purpose of 
proving that his doctrines were in accordance with the 
alloAved standard of (-oireetness ; and tliat from these he had 
not swerved. He d(‘leiuls his conduct in the recent dispute, 
with moderation of manner and a staHnnentof circumstances, 
simple, and in thmuselves undeniable. He maintains his 
consislc'iicv as oiu' of the most valuable parts of his public 
character, and i’etrac(‘s the general complexion of Ids exer- 
tions, as well as the words made use of on several important 
occasions, in ordiT to ])rove their conformity with those ad- 
vanced in that work (the Reilections) whieh the party had 
takeji so much pains to condemn. “ He proposed, he says, 
to prove that the present state oi’ things in France is not a 
transient evil, ])roduetive, as some have too favourably repre- 
sented it, of a lasting good, but that the ])resent evil is only 
the means of ])ro(lucing future and (if that were j)Ossible) 
worse (‘vils. 'i'hat it is not an uiidigesti‘d, imperfect, and 
crude sclieme of liberty, which may gradually be mellowed 
and rij)ened into an orderly and social Ireedom, but that it 
is so fundamentally WTong as to be utterly incapable of cor- 
recting itself by any length of time, or of being formed into 
any mode of polity of wdiich a member of the House of Com- 
mons could publicly declare his a])])robation.” The decisive 
boldness of this and many similar predictions and their sub- 

• May J2, 1701 — “ The great and firm body of the ‘Whij^s of Eng-land, 
true to their principles, have decided on the dispute between Mr. Fox and 
Mr. Burke ; and the former is declared to have maintained the pure doc- 
trines by which they are bound toffetlier, and upon which they have in- 
variably acted. Tlie consequence is that Mr, Burke retires from Parlia- 
ment.” 
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sequent exact fulfilment, will often astonish the reader in 
the writings of this extraordinary man. 

The king and chief ministers took an opportunity of express- 
ing their approval of the work. He writes to his son — “I w^aa 
at the levee yesterday, as the rule is, wlien the king sends you 
a civil message. ^Nothing could be more gracious than my re- 
ception. He told me that he did not think any thing could 
be added to wdiat I had first written, but he saw lie was mis- 
taken ; there was very much added, and new, and important, 
and what was most material, what could not be answ'ored.” 
Lords Fitzw^iam and Camden, Sir William Scott, and others 
expressed their warm approval ; and his edd friend Lord 
Charlemont disagreeing on souu* points while applauding 
others, writes in a most aliectionate strain — “ Though 1 ad- 
mired you as the first of writers, though I love you as the 
best of men, though there be not aword even in your first pam- 
phlet which does iK>t if possible increase my admiration for 
your genius and my love for your heart. Sic.*' The o/d Whig 
party while privately commending the work, preserved 
silence in [>ublic— probably from delicacy to their nominal 
chief. Burke writes to his son in the middle of August — 
“^ot one w’ord from one of our party. They are secretly 
galled. They agree with me to a tittle ; but they dare not 
speak out for fear of hurting Fox. As to m(‘, they leave me 
to myself; they see that 1 can do myself justice. Dodsley 
is preparing a third edition.’’ 

Few things aflected his sensibility more at this ])eriod, 
than the hordes of emigrants driven from opulence and re- 
spectability in their native country, to povt*rty and obscurity 
in this, by means of the secret menace or open violence of 
the sanguinary characters wdio exercised authority in a large 
portion of France. For the relief of the ]morer class, besides 
giving as much in the w\ay of relief as Ids ow n nu‘aiis per- 
mitted, he exerted his influence in raising private subscrip- 
tions among his friends, by ap])eals to the public soon after- 
ward, and eventually by apjdications to government. To 
others of higher rank, his house and table were ojxmi until a 
more permanent residenct^ could be secured ; and in perform- 
ing this work of Christian beneficence it should be mention- 
('d to his honour that some of the pecuniary difliculties 
with which he had to struggle, were incurred. A late 
writer (Mr. Charles Butler,) gives the following account of 
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the almost daily levees of Mr. Burke, to these unfortunate 
persons, at which he was present : — 

“ Some time in the month of August, 1794, the reminiscent 
called on that great man, and found him, as he usually was at 
this time, surrounded by many of the Brench nobility and ha- 
ranguing with great eloquence on the horrors of the IVeiieh 
revolution, and the general ruin with wliich it threatened 
every state in Europe. One of his hearers interrupted him 
by saying, witli somewhat more of levity than suited either 
the seriousness of the subject, or the earnestness with which 
IVIr. Burke was expressing himself — ‘‘ Mais eutin, Monsieur, 
quand (‘st ee (pu* nous retournerons dans la Fraiict' 
“Jamais” — was Mr. Burke’s answer. — It was a word of 
woe : bo pronounced it in a very impressive manner, and it 
evidently appalled the whole audience. After a short 
silence, during which Ihs mind a])peared to belabiuiring with 
something too big for utterance— “M(.*ssieurs,” lu‘ exclaiim'd, 
“les fausses esperauces ne sont pas une monnoie, quo j’ai 
dans moil tiroir: — dans la France vous lie rctourncrez 
jaiiiuis.” “ Quoi done,” crith one of the audience, “ ccs co- 
quins !” “CoijuinsI” said !Mr. Burke, “ils sont coquins ; 
mais ils sont les eoquiiis les plus tm'ribles {|ue le moiide a 
conijii !” — “ It is most strange,” he then said in the English 
language — “ 1 fear I am the only peu'soniu France or England 
who is aware of the exUmt of the dangi'r \\ith which w'e are 
threatened.” “ Ihit,’’ said the Reminiscent, wishing to pro- 
long the interesting conversation, “the Duke of Brunswick 
is to S(‘t all right.” — “The Ilnlu' of lb*nnswiek !” exclaimed 
Mr. Burke — “the Duki* of Brunswick to do any good ! A war 
of ])()sts to subdue Fraiiee !” — Another silence. — "‘Fe qui me 
desespere de ])lns,” ht‘ then said — “ est que quand je plane 
dans riiemisphere jiolitiqiie je ne vois giieres une tele minis 
terii‘lk‘ a la hauteur ties eireonslaiiees.” 

Among Ins visitors frtmi France about this time was the 
celebrated Madame de Gtmlis, wJio with her suite took u]) 
their abode for a short time at Butler’s Court, and of whom 
the following aneetlotes became eurrtMit in the family. Her 
chambtTlain as soon as he had secured a footing in the house, 
communicated that IMadame la tknntessc could not sleep if 
the least portion of light gained admission into her bed-room. 
The darkest was therefore appropriateil to her use, hut this 
would not do; the shutters were fitted afresh to exclude the 
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rays of morning, but in vain ; thick window-curtains were 
superadded to no purpose ; dense bed-curtains closely drawn 
added another defence, but all ineffectually ; for the light was, 
or was said to be, still intrusive.— -A carpenter was at length 
added to the establishment, whose business it was every 
evening to nail up blankets against every ere vice by w liich 
it was possible for a ray of light to enter, and in the morning 
to remove them — and this remedy, happily for the peace of 
the house and the slumbers of the lady, proved effectual. 

Madame, however, did not prove so great a favourite with 
some of the friends of her distinguished host as was expected. 
Her great ambition or failing, was to do, or bt' thought to 
do, every thing ; to possess a universal genius in mind and 
in mechanical pow'ers beyond the attainments of her own or 
even of the other sex. A ring which she wore of curious, 
indeed exquisite workmanship, liaving attract i‘d the notice 
of Sir Joshua Kcynolds at Butler’s Court, he inquired by what 
good fortune it had been acquired, and rei*eived for answer 
that it was executed by herself. Sir Joslnia stared, but 
made no reply. “1 have done with her,” — said he tlie first 
time he was alone with Mr. Burke afterwards — to have the 
assurance to tell me such a tale! Why, my dear Sir, it is an 
antique ; — no living artist in Europe can equal it ” 

One of the pleasing results d<'rived by the subject of our 
memoir from his literary and parliamentary exertions against 
the wild politics of the day, was tb(‘ rc'asonablo train of 
thought which they tended to excite or to confirm in young 
men of superior talents and station in lift', or intended for 
the liberal professions. Of these, somt* might in time be 
expected to possess authority in the state, and thus through 
his instrumentality become the future siifcguards of the con- 
stitution. His discipl(*8 indeed soon bt'came numerous, in 
effect and substance at least, if not in namt‘. ]''roni s(‘veral 
he received testimonies of respect and admiration, such as 
were gratifying to age to receive, and honourable to youth 
to pay. 

Among others w’as Mr., afterwards Sir William, Smith and 
one of the Barons of the Exchequer in Ireland, son of Sir 
Michaol Smith, Master of the Bolls in that country, who edu- 
cated at Christ Church, Oxford, learned there to ('stimate at 
their due value the merits of his eminent countryman. To 
fight therefore under his banners became almost a matter of 
course. Though young, he had not suficred himsedf to be 
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misled by those illusive speculations promulgated under the 
name of liberty, so well calculated to impose upon youth; 
and though a man of talent, he did not deem it necessary 
to display that fashion of it which waywardly runs counter 
to the opinions of the aged, the observant, and the wise of 
his own time. Possessing a spirit too active to remain 
neuter or idle in the conflict then raging with what were 
considered republican principles, he enlistt‘d as an author 
militant against them, and produced several pieces which 
attracted considerable notice. One of these, “Theltights 
of Citizens,” he dedicated to Mr. Burke. Its main object 
was to insist u])on what, in the enthusiasm of the momt'iit, 
seeiru‘d to have been alim^st forgotten, the stability and value 
of men’s social and civil ri^lits, as contradistinguished from 
those pre(*arious and fantastic ones which Paine had been 
contending for under the specious title of Bights of Man. 
Tlie idea was well-timed; for something seemed requisite to 
sober men d(»\Mi from the heated contemplation of what 
was impracticable to grant or pernicious if obtained, to a 
justor estimate of the substantial good which they already 
enjoy(‘d. In rc'turn for this dedication, the writer received 
a letttT from him at 8])a, in which we find his opinion of 
two writers, who once occupied no small share of ])ublic 
attention, marked by his usual discernment. At this period 
the Ap})('al from the JVew to the Old AVhigs was in the 
press. You talk of Paine with more respect than he de- 
serves. lie is utterly incapable of c()iiij)rehcnding his sub- 
](^ct. lie lias not even a moderate portion of learning of 
any kind, lie lias learned the instrumental part of litera- 
ture ; a fityle, and a method of disposing of his ideas ; with- 
out having even made a previous pre])aratit)n of study, or 
thinking, for the use of it. Junina, and other sharjdy-penned 
libels of our time have furnished a stock to the adventurers 
iu composition, which gives what they write an air (and but 
an air) of art and skill.”* 

On his return to England, Mr. Smith was invited to But- 
ler’s Court, and subsequently became the channel of commu- 
nicating to the Irish people several opinions of his host on 

♦ This passage, as Sir "Williaui Smith told mo, always appeart d to him 
di'cisive refutation of the conjecture that the Letters of Junius were written 
by Mr. Burke. That question us we luive seen, i© now fully settled in the 
uegutive. 



352 LIFE OF BURKE. 1791. 

their relijs^ious dissensions as bearing on their political con- 
dition.' He was good enough to oblige me witli the follow- 
ing reminiscences of one of his visits to his great corre- 
spondent. 

“ There was company in the house at the time, whieli 
when JMr. Smith arrived from town, had already sat down 
at dinner. Ho entered the dining-room in some measure 
unobserved, but found a seat at the foot of the tabh' besid(^ 
Mr. Eichard J3urke the younger, wliose pnMiiature death in 
no very long time after, plunged his father into such 
deep aliliction; and with whom nearer advances to in- 
timacy were made during the evening than the shoi t 
period of their a('quaintance gave room to exj)eet. Th s 
would seem to disprove an asseriion sometimes maoe 
b}^ persons who saw him but little, or whom he might imt 
possibly like, that his habits to a stranger were so rt‘served 
as to prc'sent an obstacle to intimacy. The giu'sts ])resent 
were rather numerous. Among tlunn were IM. Cazalos, a 
distinguished member of the lirst National Assembly of 
France, and unless the writ(‘r’s memory dec(‘iv(‘s him, a 
Vicomte j)revious to the abolition of titles; and M. Dillon, 
reputed a favourite of the unfortunate IVLarie Antoinette of 
France, and commonly known by the ap])(‘llation ‘ Le Beau 
Dillon.’ These, at least the former more particidarly, 
appcan^l to speak, or (‘ven to understand English, V(‘ry im- 
perfectly. Mr. Burke, consequently address(‘d much of his 
conversation to them in Frcneh ; h? did not seem to pro- 
nounce or speak it well, but was ]>errectly able to expn'ss 
himself intelligibly, and with reasonable tluciuy; and this 
was manifestly all that lie aimed at. Jle ap[)enr(‘d not merely 
above the vanity of attemjjting to mak(‘ a display of proli- 
ciency, but also above the more excusable feeling of reluc- 
tance to betray bis want of it. Tin* revolutionary events 
which were then crowding upon the scene s(‘eined vt*ry much 
to engross him, and naturally formed a considerabk; portion 
of his conversation. 

“ During dinner, a stTvant intimated to the host the arrival 
of Mr. Smith, on which he ro.se from the head of the table 
where he had been sitting, walked down to the latter, shook 
hands with and welcomed him, and then returned to his 
seat. In the manner in which this was done, there appeared 
to the writer of these recollections, a mixture of something 
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resembling formality, (or should it be called vieille-cour 
stateliness ?) with hospitable feeling and frank good nature, 
of which he would not find it easy to convey a just idea to 
the reader. When the ladies appeared about to quit llie 
room, Mr. Burke stopped them and went out himself’. On 
his return in a minute or two, they retired. He had in the 
mean time it appeared been examining the degree of heat of 
the drawing-room, wliere thermometers were placed for the 
purpose of ascertaining the temperature with precision. 
Mrs. Burke w'as then in a delicate state of health, labouring 
as the w riter a])prehenda, under a complaint of the rheunialic 
kind ; and this w as the cause of the affectionate and attenti\ o 
precaution observed by her husband. 

“Richard Burke, the brother of Edmund and Recorder of 
Bristol formed one of tin? company, and aj)peared to be a 
person of ph'asantrv, humour, and ready wit. The younger 
Richard, wlio liowevcT was not in very good health, seemed, 
if not diffident or reserved, at h*ast disinclined to take pai’t 
in the gcnmiil conversation, and rather disposed to confine 
his communications to those more immediately about him, 
and to deliver his sentiments in an undertone of voice. The 
share of his conversation wdiich ho gave to IMr. Smith was 
considerable; and in its ])urport as well as quality, extremely 
gratifying to the latter, llis health a]>peared delicate ; a 
cold, to all np])t*arance had taken fast hold of him, and fixed 
upon his chest. Both his father and mother betrayed 
anxiety on this subj('ct, and might bo said to have spoken at 
him, with reference to his declared intention of going next 
day to London. Tin* wi-ather, his cough, the little incon- 
venience which would arise Irom postj)oning for a few days 
his interview with j\Ir, Pitt, were in turn adverted to. He 
appeared to the writer of these recollections to cut sliort 
these parental anxieties and recommendations, hy the at 
once careless and ])ercmj)tory way in which he said, ‘ 1 shall 
go, however and in some time after, he suggested to one of 
the ladies the necessity of her having lur commissions for tow n 
ready that night as he j)urposed to start early in the morning. 

“ In the course of the evening after the gentlemen had 
adjourned to the drawdng-room, M. Cazales made, in his at- 
tempts to express himself in English, more and gri'ater 
blunders than the writer could have expected. Some of 
these mistakes he conceives himself to recollect ; but, as they 

2 A 
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would be more vrais than traisemblables, he thinks it as well 
not to record them. He seemed to have a desire to amuse 
and to excite laughter, and he succeeded.* Mr. Burke con- 
tributed an occasional smile to the general merriment, and 
nothing more ! and even this was accompanied by a curl of 
the lip that appeared to doubt whether there was much good 
taste, whatever there might be of good humour, sliow n in 
the proceeding. 

“ Mr. Smith remained for a few days at the house of this 
eminent man, and repeated his visit more than once after- 
wards. So great a portion of time however ha.s since elapsed, 
that he has forgotten much w hich deserved to be remembered 
and all of which he would desire to remember, could those 
bright but flitting thoughts and sentiments wdiich make up 
the charm of conversation with a gr(“at genius, be always 
held fast by tlie memory, or transfixed at once to pa])cr. 
Some of the particular occasions also on whicli a ])art of W’hat 
he still retains may liavo occurred, are in part forgotten. 
During one of these visits, a morning was devoted by Mr. 
Burke to walking round the grounds and vicinity with his 
visitor, discoursing wdth him upon agricultural subjects, 
evincing not only much apparent interest in, hut as is well 
know*n to his friends, displaying much practical knowledge 


* M. Cazal.'S, who was a ‘rood-huniouml man, witli all the inclination 
to please and to be plrased, which in often characteristic of his country 
had picked up the air, and some of th*- words of the stranfi^e and not very 
inleiii‘;’ible or elegant old called “ /Vn-v vjton a trvnvhcr r 'I’he 

words seemed to tieklc his iinafrination, but not knowiii" tliem perfectly, 
lie asked Mr, Srnitli to give theni to him accurately. This that g-eiitl#-- 
man was unable to do, but wrote the follow'iii"- liasty paraphrase, or ver- 
sion, with a pencil on the back of a letter, both supplied by his auiusing> 
French friend. I’la y answer the air very well — 

* Gar<;on H}>portez moi, moi, 

Des pois, de pet its pois, j)ois ; 

l^ijcres Monsieur? — (J’est mieux, je crois ; 

Ft I’assiette de bois, bois.” 

Sev^eral allusions to liiiu as guest at lleacorisfield occur iu Burke’s corrt'S- 
poufleiice. He had been an ojipoiientof Mirabeau in the National Assembly, 
htid bore so strong a resemblance to Mr. Fox as to be mistaken for him 
more than once in the streets. An anecdote told of his first visit to Burke 
afterwards proved a source of amusement to himself and Mrs. Haviland, 
He had often heard of roat-hif as an indispensable, dish to all English- 
men, but with so little idea of its nature a.s to take up a slice of toast at 
breakfast aud ask whetlier that was not the great staple of an English 
stomach of which he hod heard so much 1 
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of such matters. He talked likewise of Ireland, and seemed 
to think of it, and to recall the scenes of his early life with 
some tenderness of feeling. He pointed c>ut the mansion 
which had belonged to the family of Penn ; and either show^ed 
a house traditionally represented as having been inhabited 
by the poet Waller, or pointed at the church as containing 
his remains.* 

“ On the profession of the law which Mr. Smith contem- 
plated, Mr. Burke made a variety of obsen^ations. So far 
he said, as his experience led to the forming of an opinion, 
he consid(‘rcd it as not calculated to develop the general, or 
higher powers of the mind, — an idc^a which he has likewise 
thrown out in the speech on American taxation W'hen 
sketching the character of Mr. George Grenville. He sought 
to illustrate this vi(‘w of the matter by some instances 
which it miglit be invidious, and does not seem necessary, to 
record. At tlio same time he did not seem wholly wedded 
to his tlu'or}' ; — said that vctj possibly it was an erroneous 
one ; that oven were it correct, there were several splendid 
exceptions to the rule ; and that even in cases to which the 
rule applied, the pursuits and studies of the bar might 
sharpen the understanding on many ])oinls, and did, in fact, 
render its professors, us far as they piTiuitted their faculties 
to expand, acute and pimetrating. It assisted likewise to 
give some d(‘grt‘e of logical precision to the mode of thinking ; 
but the gimeral (*lfect, aftc'r all, was to reduce the mind from 
a wholesale to a retail dealer, in subordinate and petty topics 
of information. He added, that lu‘ understood the members 
of the Irish bar to be inferior in legal learning to their 
English bretliren, but in other res})ects to possess some ad- 
vantages. It is a])pn‘hended that a material change in this 
respect has since taken place ; that the Irish bar may now 
compete with that of England in legal information ; and 
that on the other hand, the former can no longer claim to 
superiority over the latter, on other grounds. 

“It appeared to JMr. Smith, that there was nothing arro- 
gant, peremptory, or dogmatical in the way in which Mr. 
Burke put forward his opinions, though such charges have 
been sometimes adduced against his mode of argumentation. 
Mr. Smith submitted a short tract to his perusal. Mr. 
Burke objected to the theory which a paragraph in it im- 
• Waller’s bouse still exists in tbe neighbourhood. 
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plied. The former immediately proposed in deference to 
such authority, to draw his pen across it, but was stopped by 
Mr. Burke, who said, ‘ Do not strike it out until I turn the 
matter more in my mind.* Next day he made a few changes 
and interlineations in tlie manuscript, and said that thus 
qualified, the theories of the paragraph might stand. These 
scenes occurred in the study at Butler's Court. 

“ Imperfect as these recollections may be deemed, and 
thrown together as they are with more haste than the writer 
could have desired, though prevented by momentary circum- 
stances from devoting more time to their detail and arrange- 
ment, they may not be wholly without interest to those who 
delight in contem[)lating the great character to whom they 
relate — in the lines of Canning — 

‘ — Lamented sage ! whose prescient scan, 

Pierced througli foul anarchy’s gigantic plan, 

Promj)t to incred’lous hearers to disedose 

The guilt of France, and Euroj)e’s world of woes — 

Thou on whose name each distant age shall gaze, 

The mighty sea-mark of these troubled days; 

Oh ! large of soul, of genius uuconfin’d. 

Born to delight, instruct, improve mankind.' 

Seldom were his iiitelloetual energies mon* activ(‘ly at 
work than in this year, in thinking, in debating, in private 
discussions, in writing, m corresponding, in im{)firting 
information to various parts of Europe, and in diligence in 
procuring it, of which the mission to Coblentz was only one 
instance. His letters alone, if fully collected, would form a 
considerable volume. Among persons thus favoured were 
Mr. Trevor, British Minister at Turin ; Madame D’Osmondc, 
a lady of the Queen of France ; Mr. (or Captain) AVoodford, 
an agent in Paris; Chevalier Bintinnayes relative of the 
Bishop of Auxerre ; Chevalier Kivanol, an active Koyalist in 
the South of France ; the Marquis de Bouillie, known as a 
military' commander in the West Indies in the late war and 
who tried in vain to aid the escape of the king iroin Paris ; 
his brother Richard; his son, who had started on Ids mission 
early in August, and returned at the end of Sej)t(Mnber, to 
whom his letters were long and frequent ; Lord Camden ; 
Sir AVilliarn Scott ; Lord Auckland ; Lord Charlcmout ; 
Duke of Dorset ; sketch of a letter to the Queen of l^Vance ; 
Mr. Hely Hutchinson ; Monsieur, afterwards Louis XVIII. ; 
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Lord Fitzwilliam ; Mr. Dun das ; Dr. Laurence ; several 
relatives in Ireland ; and Catherine of Eussia. A summary 
of these would far exceed the limits due to biography ; but 
they evince the workings of his mind on the great events 
passing before him, while he confesses and laments his in- 
ability to impress either on Opposition or on Ministry the 
certainty of those coming events which he alone, it ap- 
peared, clearly foresaw. Occasionally he dined with Mr. 
Dundas, Lord Grenville, Lord Hawkesbury, and Mr. Pitt — 
■with the former on one occasion not a word of politics was 
mentioned all the evening — nor with the latter the slightest 
progress made in winning him over to his view’s. Lord 
Sidmouih, then speaker and close friend of the Minister, 
w’ho formed one of a party of four toward the end of Sep- 
tember 1791, thus tells an anecdote of the continued con- 
viction of the head of the Government, that neither 
nor other danger was to be apprehended from France; 
“ After dinner, Burke was earnestly r(‘presonting the danger 
W’hich threateiu'd this country from the contagion of French 
principles, when Pitt said, ‘ Never fear, Mr. Burke ; depend 
on it w’e shall go on as w'e are till the daj^ of judgment.* 
‘ V(‘rv likely, sir,’ rc'jdied Mr. Burke ; ‘ it is the day of no 
judgment that 1 am afraid of.’ ” * 

When eventually the junction of the Portland party with 
Ministry took place, Mr. Pitt asked several of the principal 
members to dine, among whom was Burke “ As they rose 
from table,” said Lord Sidmouth, who was present, “after 
much dt‘sj)onding conversation on the gloomy aspect of 
])ublic affairs, !Mr. Burke, in an encouraging tone addressed 
to them the follow ing line from the Ailneid as his parting 
advice — 

“ Durate, ct vosinet rebus ser»ate scciindis." 

In December, keeping his eye steadily fixed on tlic pro- 
gress of the Eevolutioii as the great centre of interest to a 
statesman, In' drew’ up a ])a})er, entitled, “ ThovghU on French 
Jffairs,"' which w’as submitted to the private consideration 
of Ministry, and is marked by the same spirit of fore-know- 
ledge as his other writings on this subject. He arrives at 
three conelusioiis, of which subsequent experience has 
taught us the truth — That no counter-revolution in Franco 
was to be expected from internal causes only ; that the 
♦ Life of Lord Sidmouth, vol. i. 
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longer the system existed the stronger it would become both 
within and without ; and that while it did exist, the interest 
of the rulers of that country would be to disturb and distract 
all other governments. 

The communication made to him from the Empress of 
Russia, through Count do AVoronzow and Mr. Favvkener 
the British Minister already alluded to, produced in return 
a dignified and comjfiimeiitiiry letter, datt'd from Beaeonsfield, 
November the 1st, insinuating forcibly the necessity for Her 
Majesty adopting, by active exertion as well as by declara- 
tion, the cause of all Sovereigns, all ehureliea, all nobility, 
and all society ; that the dt‘bt due by Iut predecessors to 
Europe for civilizing a vast empire, should now be repaid 
by that empire to rescue Europe from thtj new barbarism. 
An air of doubt however pervades this hdter as if he had 
some suspicion of her zeal in the cause ; and if so, the 
result proved he did not mistake her character, as she did 
nothing and probably never meant to do ai\v thing, against 
revolutionary France. Catherine, who jiossessed many of 
the qualities of a great INlonarch, was the most sellish of 
politicians. To crime and selfishiu'ss in fact she owed her 
crown ; and feeling that no danger to it existed among her 
own subjects where the first ehuuents of freedom were un- 
known, she had not generosity (ujough to step forward and 
assist others in distress when there ajipeared no prospect of 
immediate profit from the exertion. The purpose of her 
communication to Mr. Burk(‘, was ])robably to extract from 
him a letter of admiration and praise, being always ambitious 
of the notice of the great literary names of Eurojie; but in 
returning the courtesy due to a ^Sovereign and a woman, it 
may be questioned whether lie did not inflict some violence 
on his inclination. Of her private character there could be 
but one opinion. To the geiuTal jiolitics of her court as 
evinced towards Turkey and Poland, he was no greater 
friend; particularly in the business of the partition of the 
latter, of which he avowed that hoiu^st detestation which 
every man not a profligate pohtician, or robber by profession, 
must ever entertain. 

The grievances of Irish Roman Catholics exciting in- 
creased discussion in that country, he w’as solicited to state 
to Ministry and to sujiport, their claifns for relaxation of the 
penal laws. His son also was apjxiinted their agent, and 
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early in January 1792, proceeded to Ireland to influence 
their proceedings by such moderate counsels as miglit give 
effect to his father’s exertions at home. Ere this took place, 
the latter had commenced siting the Letter to Sir Her- 
cules Langrishe, Bart,, M.P^ as auxiliary to liis son’s 
mission. It bears date January 3rd, 1702, enforces the 
policy of removing the chief restrictions to which they were 
subject, particularly that wdiich dtmical them the elective 
franchise, and a])])eals to the recollection of his friend 
whether his opinions upon the question were not as fully 
matured and as strongly expressed thirty -two years before 
(17G0) as at tliat moment. So successful wi‘re his exertions, 
aided in part by those of other friends, that a bill was speedily 
introdiici'd into tIk^ Irish Parliament by wliich the profes- 
sion of tlie law hitherto interdicted to Itoinan Catholics 
became oj)en to tluan; intermarriagis with Protestants 
legalized ; restraints n[)on their education, and the obstruc- 
tion to arts and manufactur(?s shewn in limiting the number 
of apprentices to masters of that j)ersnasion, removed. 
Next year (1793) solely through his untiring counsel and 
exertions and after a formidable light with the Irish Govern- 
ment of which ample evidcjices (‘xist in his correspondence, 
he gained for them tlie elective franchise. 

It has been the fate of ])olitical leaders iji Ireland, not to 
have their designs approvt'd, or comprehended, by j>ersons 
of the same class in England, tdther from some radical 
differences of o])inion, conduct, or tempc'ranient, or from 
the opposite vi(‘ws which the immediate seat of government 
and a deptaidency of such governmt'iit, may docan it their 
interest to entertain. On this occasion they were not more 
foi’tunate than on others. Young Jlurke, though from 
various causes of ])r(‘poss(‘ssion, in lined to takt^ the most 
favourable views of tlie leading men of the day there, found 
something in their condiu't not to his taste. lie had 
reasons perhaps for being fastidious. To inodcration, good 
sense, and sterling talents, he united a firmness and rectitude 
of character which led him to augur ill of a countr}' where 
what lie considerial contrary qualities prevailed among some 
of her chief ])eople, which the following extract of a letter 
to Mr. Smith, evinces— “The great disorder of this country 
(Ireland) seems to me to consist in the complication of 
its politics; and I observe a very dangerous fluctuation 
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and unsteadiness in the opinions and conduct of most of its 
public men.” 

In the sppiiig of the year (23rd February) died Sir 
Joshua Eeynolds, one of the most valued of liis friends, 
bequeathing him in return for the trouble of executorship, 
the sum of £2000, and also caiicelliiig a bond for the same 
amount lent on a former occasion. This proof of regard was 
a legacy paid to thirty-five years of close and uninterrupted 
intimacy, in which many of tludr friendships, many of their 
sentiments and feelings wc're tiie same. A rumour has 
pretty generally prevailed tliat the President was indebted 
to the pen of ilr. ]lurk(‘ for the substance of his celebrated 
Lectures on Painting: but of this there is no proof, not 
even that he corrected tluun, though such an unimportant act 
of friendship is not iinjirobable. The suspicion however is 
unfair to the artist. A'o man of tahmls should be deprived 
of the honest fame due to him, but on the most incontro- 
vertible evidence. It is no doid)t jmdmble that he profited 
as other men profit by llu* conversation and ex[)erience, by 
the society aud brilliant (‘fliisions of a vigorous and original 
mind thrown out upon art as upon other subjects, traces of 
which are supposed to be found in the lectures by some of 
those staunch literary pointers wliom nothing in the shape 
of coincidence cscajics. After all, these are of no moment 
and do not detract in any degree' Irom the ])aiuter’s merit. 
“ What the illustrious Seijiio was to Lelius,” says Air. 
Alalone, “ the all-knowing and all-aceoinplished Hurke was 
to Reynolds.” A passage in one of Barry’s k‘tt(Ts informs 
ns of the uses to which an able artist in the higher walk ot 
his profession could put the overflow ings of such an intellect, 
scattered as they were with a ]>rni'usiun which might render 
the recollection of his own offspring by Ih'yuolds from that 
of another not always praelicahle. Vet it is only a superior 
mind that can make us(* of another suj)erior mind. — Writing 
from Rome he says — “ It is iinpos.sihh' to describe to you what 
an advantage I had in theacquaiiitanee of Air. Burke; it wasa 
preparative, and facilitated my rc'lish for the beautiful things 
of the arts here : and I will affirm from experience, that one 
gentleman of a literary turn and ddicate fec'lings for the 
ideal, poetical, and expressive parts of the art, is likely to be 
of the greatest service to a young artist.’’ Air. Burke first 
Buggested to Sir Joshua the w ell-known picture of Ugolino; 
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while ill return he entertained so favourable an opinion of 
the painter’s judgement and discrimination as a philosopher 
as to submit to him in manuscript the Reflections on the 
Revolution in France. Mr. Burke directed the imposing 
ceremonial of the funeral ; but when at the conclusion of the 
day he attempted to return thanks in the name of the family 
to the Members of the Academy for the attention showm to 
the remains of their late President, his feelings found vent 
in tears ; and unable to utter a word, was obliged to 
give u]) the attempt after several fruitless eflbrts.* A 
character of the deceased, drawn up for the newspapers a 
few hours aftiT his death, was immediately and truly attri- 
buted to his p(‘n ; and has been universally admired for a 
felicity of thought and elegance of diction rarely equalled by 
our iinest writiTs on their finest subji'cts, and which on a 
topic where he felt any interest seems ever to have guided 
his pen. “It is,” says the learned Seward, “the eulogium 
of Parrliasius pronounced by Perieh's — it is tlie eulogium of 
the greatest painter by the most consummate orator of his 
time.” Even a virulent enemy terms it “ as fine a portrait 
as Reynolds ever painted.”t 

* He became fruardian to Miss Palmer, Sir .Tosljiiii's niece and heiress, 
afterwards Lady Inelii(jiiiu and Marchioness of 'riioinoiul. When the 
iimrriaj»-e articles were brouirht to be si{j:ned, Mr. llurke addressed her in an 
iiii])res>ive 8})eech applicable to In r intended ehaie^e of condition, M’hich, 
h«)wevor, airitated her so much as to render her utterly incapable of holding 
llie ])en. Every etfort was made tt» calm her in order to })roeiire the 
eipiature, but in vain; all his .soothim^ powers were exerted endeurinp^ly 
and persi'verin^dy without ellect ; and the J)arry sejiarated for the time 
unable to accom])lish the })ur]»ose of their meeting-. 

t “ Ilis illness was lonjr, but borne with a mild and cheerful fortitude, 
without tin? least mixture of any tliimr irritable or (pierulous, apveably to 
the ]>lacid and even teno#of bis whole life. Tie liud, from tlie beifinning’ 
of bis malady, a distinct view of las dissolution ; and he contemplated it 
with that entire composure, which nothing but tlie innocence, integrity, 
and usefulness of his life, and an unallVcted submission to the will of 
Jh‘ovidence, could bestow. In this situation he had every consolation 
from family tenderness, wliich his own kindness to his family had indeed 
well deservt'd. 

“ c?ir Joshua Heynold.s w’as on very many accounts, one of the most me- 
morable men of bis time. He w'as the lirst Knglishnian wdio added the 
praise of tlie elegant arts to the other glories of las country. In taste, in 
grace; in facility, in ha])py invention, and in the richness and liarinony of 
colouring, he was equal to the great masters of renowned ages In 
portrait he went beyond them ; for he eoiiauunieated to that department 
of the art in which English artists are the most engaged, a variety, a 
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The question of the Slave Trade being discussed in April, 
he forwarded to Mr. Dundas, “ Sketch of a Negro Code,” 
drawn up in 1780, when as he observes, the abolition seeming 
altogether chimerical on account of the strong party opposed 
to it, he aimed at carrying into efleet the next best remedies 
w'hich could be devised — that of subjecting the trade to 
strict regulations, and by legislative enactments ameliorating 
the condition of the slaves in the islauds. On this project 
much inquiry, consideration, and labour were ex])ended. It 
is not the mere draught of a common at‘t of Parliament, but 
an extensive s^^stem, coherent in its parts and bearings, and 
does honour to the benignant spirit of one who was ever 
active in the service of siitfering humanity. 

During the session, he exerted himsell’ less than on former 
occasions, being now he said, a worn-out veteran desirous to 
retire, and only coming forward now and then as veterans 
are accustomed to do, when the garrison of the constitution 
w’as exposed to attack. A measure considered of tins 
nature was a notice of motion by !Mr. Grey (80th April, 
1792), for Parliamentary lieform, brought forward at the 
instigation of persons who had taken that measure under 
their special protection as Prieiids of the People.” This 

fancy, ami a difrnity derived from tJie higher branches, wliich e\eii 
tlioae who professed them in a superior iiiaiiner did not always preserve 
when they delineated individual nature. 11 is portraits remind the spee- 
tator of llie invention of history and of tl)e amenity of landscape. In 
painting portraits lie ajipears not to be raided ujion that jilatlorin, but to 
descend to it from a higher sjdien*. Hi.s paintinirs ilhistrati* his lessons, and 
his lessons seem to have been derived from liis jiaintings. lie posses^ed 
the theory Jis perfectly as the practice of hi> art. To he such a painter, 
rie was a jirofound and penetrating pliilusopher. 

“ In full happine>s of foreign and domestic f.iinc, admired by tlic expert 
in art and by the learned in science, courted by the great, caressed by 
sovereign powers, and celebrated by distinguished pmrts, his native hu- 
mility, modesty, and candour never forsook him, even on surprise or 
provocation; nor w'as the least degree jf arrogance or assumption visible 
to the most scrutinizing eye in any jmrt of his conduct or discourse. 

“ Ilis talents of every kind — powerful from nature, and not meanly 
cultivated by letters — liis social virtues in all the relations and in all the 
habitudes of life, rendered him the centre of a very great and unjniralleled 
variety of agreeable societies, which will be dissipated by his death. He 
had too much merit not to provoke some jealousy, too much innocence to 
provoke any enmity. The loss of no man of his time can be felt with 
more sincere, general, and unmixed sorrow. 

“ Hail ! and farewell !” 
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association he stigmatized as of dangerous tendency. “ The 
object at which they aimed,” he said, “ was little better ; 
l;he motives of many concerned in it were doubtless inno- 
cent, but the way they went to work w^as as decidedly 
wrong. The sense of the people had not been in the least 
declared on the measure ; no specific grievance had been 
pointed out, no specific remedy assigned, and unless these 
were explicitly set forth, there might be innovation at- 
tempted, but it would not be reformation. While he could 
raise a voice or an arm to prevent it, that House should 
never assimilate to the National Ass(‘mbly. In that body 
there wx*re seven hundred members, four hundred of whom 
were country lawyers, three hundr(‘d of no description that 
he could name ; out of the whole, he believed there were not 
a dozen who possessed in any one w ay a hundred pounds 
per annum. He trusted to the good sense of the people of 
Ilugland never to pcTinit such a mob, nor any thing resem- 
bling it, to usurp the sacred office of tlieir legislature.” 

The lU'xt question was on the motion of Mr. Fox, May 
11th, to repeal certain statutes, bi‘aring upon the Unitarian 
body. An outline of this s])ce(*h seemingly drawn up after 
its delivery as allusions are made to some j)oints advanced 
in the debate, appears in the tenth volume of his Works. He 
opposed their claims on the ground of being avowed enemies 
of the Church. They had lately accused themselves of dis- 
graceful timidity in concealing their sentiments, and now 
w^ere to atone for that timidity by t‘xtraordinary boldness. 
Tliey had openly declared their hostility to the establish- 
ment. They had confessed tlicir determination to propagate 
their doctrines. Ho urged that from their nexv lights in 
theology, and newv lights in politics, which latter had been 
if possible more ostiuitatiously and offensively proclaimed 
than the fornuu’, they did not present any sufiicient claim to 
the favoiirabk* consideration of the House. The motion 
was lost by 142 to 63. 

The proclamation issued some time afterw’ard against 
seditious writings, elicited strong symptoms of differences 
of opinion among the great body of Opposition which it w’as 
evident must soon lead to a disjunction. The old Whigs, or 
the Duke of Portland’s friends wholly disagreed on most of 
the topics of the day wdth the new, or the followers of Mr. Fox. 
A nominal union still existed between them in the House. 
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But the dangers of the country becoming daily more apparent, 
and the predictions of their more ancient ally and leader, 
Mr. Burke, being day after day verified, impressed a gradual 
and general belief in that connexion of the greater prudence 
and ])atriotism of following his opinions. 

In the mean time, the characteristic caprice, ill-temper, 
or ambition of the Chancellor, Lord Thurlow, — who often 
opposed the measures of INIr. Pitt in the Cabinet and in the 
House of Lords without proposing an}' thing himself— in- 
duced the Minister to procure his dismissal. An intimation 
was likewise conveyed to the Portland party of his wish for 
its junction with the government ; and as it was desirable 
that all the tahaits of the country should b(‘ engaged in its 
service, he did nut object to include Mr. Pox. This ar- 
rangement was particularly pressed upon the minister by 
Burke, \N ho also [)rcsscd the policy of acceding to it upon 
Pox through indirect channels ; and the fact is honourable 
to Ill's candour, his patriotism, and even his friendship. Yet 
he was frequently accused w bile thus ('mployed, of being that 
gentleman’s personal enemy. Mr. Pox refused to accede to 
the proposition unless Mr. Pitt first resigned the head of the 
Treasury, when they might then treat upon terms of perfect 
equality and enter the ('ahinet as new^ men — a pii*cc of 
humility not justly to be expected from the minister, or from 
any other man holding the same situation. Tlu‘ negotiation 
consequently for the present proved fruitless. Lord Lough- 
borough and Mr. Hundas were the parties who discussed tho 
projected junction, of which an account is given in September 
by Edmund to AVilliam Burke, still in India. 

All the threatening symptoms of the sspring increased 
during the summer of 171)2. Incendiary pamphh'ts to a largo 
extent, constant communication of the elubs of London with 
those of Paris, and affiliated societies in some country towns, 
openly advocated Bepublicaiiism. In Paris, anarchy pro- 
ceeding in its usual course became at huigth opiai massacre ; 
followed by the dethronement of the King, tin* institution of 
a republic, and encouraged by tin* repulse of the Duke of 
Brunswick from the frontier, with a paternal invitation to 
all olh(‘r countries to follow the example. 

In November, while at Jkith, Mr. Burke dr(‘w up another 
important 8tat(^ pajicr, “ Heads for Consideration on the 
present ^late of Affairs f distinguished by the same pro- 
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found sagacity as the others, copies of wliich were sent to 
the King, Ministers, and chief members of the Portland 
party, as lie laid done with the “Thoughts” of the preceding 
year. Its aim is to point out lliat war, liowever pushed off 
ibr the moment, was inevitable ; that nolliing could be done 
conjointly or singly l\v Austria and Prussia, or any other 
continental j)ower, witli effect against France, excepting they 
have other aid. “That there jiover was, nor is, nor ever 
will be, nor ever can be,” any d(‘cided impression made upon 
her of which England is not the directing power — With 
what truth tinu* has shewn us ; though Mr. ihtt had just 
before said in thi‘ House tliere would be no war. The whole 
paper, thrown off without finish or participation in the know- 
ledge of official secrets, displays the reflective discrimination 
of a great stiitt'snian as correctly as if they had been actually 
under his eye. 

AVhile advancing life and impaired friendships made him 
less active in Parliament, they did not in the least diminish 
his epistolary labours. Th(‘se on the contrary, seemed in- 
creased and strengthciH'd. French affairs were largely dwelt 
upon in letters to Lord (rrenvilh‘, Alr.Dundas, sevcTal French 
correspondents, and to his son, tlien in Dublin pushing on the 
Komanist claims; iho latUT b(*ing the subject of long com- 
munications, some of wliich wen' published many years ago 
from another quarter. 1'hus busy discussing the greatest 
affiiirs of nations, tlie smaller concerns of life and literature 
were not negl(‘cted. His friend Mr. Phili]) Francis ask(‘d for 
ail inscription on a former Afaster of St. Paul’s School, saying, 
“ Several of us pretended scholars liave been liammeriiig our 
brains for an ins(Tiptieii, but what signifies malloation with- 
out fire? in* so good as to lend us a little of yours.” 
Malone consults him on a Latin motto for an engraved card 
of thanks to tlu^ distinguished attendants at Sir Joshua’s 
funeral. Lady Inchiquin, Sir Joshua’s niece, requests some- 
thing more than ho had already said on her uncle, and his 
collection of jiiclures. The King of Poland sends him a 
medal, which extracts an eloquent h'tter of thanks. To his 
brother member for Malton, Mr. Weddell, he enters at length 
upon the hostile conduct of his late party — his exertions to 
raise Mr. Fox in the estimation of the Dissenters ; the ingra- 
titude received in return ; the coldness experienced by him 
from Carlton House, through the means of his former friends ; 
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tha disapprobation cxprt^sscd by the Prince of hist hook, becautte 
nothing had been said in it of bis right to the licij^ency, al- 
though he had already fought that battle iiilly and zealously 
elsewhere. And he concludes of his late Wliig allies, “ They 
have endeavoured completely and fund-amentally to ruin me 
and mine, in all the ways in which it is in the power of man 
to destroy the interests and objects of man, whether in Ids 
friendships, his fortunes, or his reputation.” AV’hilc thus 
angry as a politician, wc must not forget 1dm as a considerate 
and good man. Ho remembers nearly at the same moment, 
two old reduced ladies in Ireland, and Sir Joshua’s legacy, 
and thus writes to his son, “ Now, my dearest liichard, I 
have destined a twentieth of what is fallen to us to these 
two poor women— fill}' to each. * * God knows how little 
we can spare it ” 

The first day of the Session, 1792-3, December 13th, 
brought him forward again, “not,” he said, “ as the defender 
of Opposition, or of INlinistry, but of the country.” Mr. Fox 
still retained, and enforced with a warmth that astonished 
and confounded many devoted admirers, his former opinions 
as to the quiet state of the countr\% the total absence of any 
spirit in it hostile to the Constitution or Government, and 
that the alarm arose from artful designs and ])racticcs of 
Ministers ; moving an amendment to the address to that 
effect. On the report being brought up, he again proposed 
an amendment to avert the calamities of war with France, 
by entering into negociation with her rulers. This Mr. Burke 
replied to, urging that could war be avoided it were advis- 
able, but he saw' a spirit at work that would leave them no 
option — that he could not recognise a tittle of that ]X‘aceful 
spirit which those persons were stated to ])ussess, who, with- 
out the formality of a public declaration, were as hostile to 
the government, property, and resi)ectability of England as 
they well could he. Betw(?en the nations, tluTo was at that 
moment a moral w’ar, which must soon become an actual 
war. Disregarding the general feeling, Mr. Fox brought 
forward on the third day of this struggle (15th December), 
a motion for sending a Minister to Paris, to treat with the 
Provisional Government. To this likewise the member for 
Malton opposed a negative. He complained of being singled 
out for acrimony and invective whenever the French llevo- 
Intion W'as mentioned, as if in the eyes of Opposition he had 
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committed an inexpiable crime by attacking it. He de- 
fended Government from principle, be said, not from interest. 

The sentiments uttered by Mr. Eox on these occasions, 
and tlio pertinacity of his line of conduct, gave oflence to 
many of the Opposition, who either were less personally 
attached, wliose opinions had undergone a change, or who 
like Burke, pr<‘ferr('d the ])(*rforinanee of a great public duty 
to any private eonsid(Tation Avhatever. Among these was 
Lord SlielField, wlio from partiality to Mr. Box, or from not 
percc'iving at first to what his opinions t(uidcd, it will be 
remembered, was a principal cause of the rupture with Burke. 
He now went so far as to say, that lie was ashamed of ever 
having entcTtaim'd any enthusiasm for the right honourable 
mover of such a mc'asurc as that now recommended. Others, 
if less strong, wito not less exjdicit in their terms of dis- 
apjirobation. 

AVhile his opinions continued thus to gain ground, an in- 
cident turned attention from his matter to his manner. A 
bill was introduc'ed Ibr thi' regulation of Aliens, in favour of 
which he made a long and ahh‘ s])(‘eeli (‘JSth December), on 
the principle that the ministers of a monarchy could not and 
ought not to have their hands tiial behind them, while the 
emissaries of rejmblicanisin, ri'gieide, and atheism, poured 
into their eountry with the design to destroy it. In eom- 
niontiug upon a decri'c of the Convention, by which the 
system of fraternizing was to bo jiropagated by the sword, 
lie mentioiu'd the eircumstanee of three thousand daggers 
having been ordered at Birmingham, of which seventy had 
biH'ii dfliv('ri‘d ; and as a tangible illustration of his statement 
drew forth a eoiu*(;aled one which he flung indignantly upon 
the floor of the llo\ise. “ 7V//,v,” scid lu*, pointing to the 
weapon, “is what you are to gain by .an alliance with France; 
wlierever their principles are introduced, their practice must 
follow : you must (‘(jually proscribe their tenets .and their 
persons from onr shores.'* So unusual a peroration if not 
eflective within doors, created a great deal of notice without, 
and was stigmatized as a vile theatrical flourish, a preme- 
ditated pantomimic trick unworthy of a great orator, and 
in the worst taste. Tliat similar displays have had effect in 
enforcing an argument, the history of oratory may show ; 
but in this instance we have indubitable evidence that there 
was iu it very little premeditation. “ The history of it,** 
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(the dagger) says Sir Charles Lamb, “ is, that it was sent 
to a iiiauutaetixrer at Birmingham as a pattern, with an 
order to make a large quantity like it. At that time tlie 
order seemed so suspicious that instead of executing it, ho 
came to London and called on my father, (afterwards 8ir 
James Bland Burgess, tiien Foreign Under Secretary) at 
the Secretary of State’s Olfice to inform him of it, and ask 
his advice; and he left the pattern with him. Just after, 
’Mr. Burke called on his way to the House of Commons, 
and upon my father mentioning the thing to him, borrowed 
the dagger to show in the House. Tlu'v walked down to 
the House together, and when Mr. Burke had made his 
speech, my father took the dagger again, and kept it as a 
curiosity.” * 

The course of nature was now exacting from him the 
hardest tax which age has to pay, that of seeing our friends 
gradually dropping into the grave around us, without our 
possessing the tdasticity of spirit necessary to form ni‘w 
connexions. Shortly before this ])erio(l, he liad lost his early 
friend Shacklelon, whose occasional visits and letters kept 
alive that ardour of adeetioii with which the associates of 
our youth art' regarded iu subsequent life, and never perhaps 
so tenderly as when from increasing intirmity their tenure 
of life becomes daily more precarious. To the letter of Mrs. 
Leadbeater, announcing the event, he wrote an affectionate 
reply, in September, sketcliing the character of her father 
with trutli and discrimination. 

The war which he had so long predicted as inevitable, but 
wdiich Mr. Pitt did not foresee and would not till the last 
admit to be ])robable, was now at hand, precipitated perhaj>s 
by the opening of the Scheldt, by the promise of assistance 
from the iS'ational Convention to all people who should wish 
to throw off th(j tyranny of Kings, and particularly by the 
execution of Louis XAl. Mr. Burke was not pleased with 
the assignment of the former motive, deeming it weak in 
comparison with some others. — “A w’ar for the Scheldt!” 
exclaimed lie in his forcible phraseology as soon as it was 
mentioned ; A war for a chum — r p — t !”— War at this 
moment however was no longer matter of choice with the 
Ministry, being formally declarc^d against England by the 
Republic on the 1st of February. Wilberforce thus reports 

• life of Lord Eldon, 1840, vol. i. p. 152. t Life, vol, ii. p, 11, 
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political opinions at the moment “ It will be a very sliort 
war,” said Mr. Pitt and his friends, “and certainly ended in 
one or two campaigns.” “No, Sir,” said Mr. Burke when 
this language was addressed to him, “ it will be a long war, 
and a dangerous war, but it must be undertaken.”* A dis- 
tinct line of political feeling, thougli not of Ibrmal separa- 
tion now' existed between the new Whigs and the old, leav- 
ing Mr. Fox not only reduced in numbers in Parliament, 
but greatly impaired in moral strengt li and credit in general 
opinion ; for his remaining friends though unquestionably 
men of talents, possessed not in any sense, the confidence 
of the country. 

It has been matter of surprise and n gret to many moderate 
politicians, how'that eminent man could so perseveriiigly re- 
sist and condemn a measure which was in itself unavoidable 
and supported by the gen(‘ral, and as it proved in the result, 
just judgment of the country, or how he could have aetecl 
otherwise than Mr. Pitt did, liad he been himself IMinister. 
It may be possible tliat had Mr. Pitt led the Opposition, the 
spirit so inherent in political rivalry might have induced him 
to do as Mr. Fox did ; or in other words, that Avith the dif- 
ference of men, the rc'sulta to the c(*untry would have been 
similar. In saying this, no reflection is intended against tiie 
strict integrity of principle of either; but wt‘ arc all even the 
best inteiitioned, too prone to shape opinions to circum- 
stances. It is therefore difficult for the most conscientious 
statesman to view with the same degree of favour or through 
the same medium, measures originated by himself or by 
those to w’hom he is politically opj)osed. He will rarely 
estimate public affairs and measures by the same standartl 
whether he be in or out of poAver. Had Mr. Fox been in 
ofiice, his view's, his feelings, his prejudices, his judgimmt, 
would have difiered with the ditlercuce of his ])ublic n latioiis 
to the government. His anxieties would have been greater; 
his apprehensions more easily excited ; his penetration more 
sharp and sensitive by the Aery Aveight of his charge ; 
he could scarcely have seen or heard, it may be said, Avith 
the same eyes and ears as Avhen at the head of Oppo- 
sition; and ^1 this wdthout sacrifice of principle. The 
workings of the mind, arising from heavy responsibility, 
nearer views, better information, and more direct contact 
* Life, vol. ii. p. 11. 
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with the machinery of the state and of the real rather than 
the ostensible grounds of its proceedings, are so imper- 
ceptible very often in their operation, that a statesman is 
liable to be w ound gradually round from the opinions he 
may have formerly entertained to others of a different de- 
scription, almost without being aw are of the change ; and is 
sometimes surprised, or indignant when told he is incon- 
sistent wdth himself. This allow'ance ought to be made for 
public men, though it is generally denied them. 

Mr. Pitt it is certain, Jike Mr. Pox, had no appetite for 
war, or as we have seen, belief in its approach, liis glories 
had been hitherto peculiarly of the peaceful cast — his popu- 
larity acquired in a state of prosperity and tranquillity. 
War might destroy, but w’as not likelv to add to them. His 
interest therefore w as to avoid hostilities ; and so well did 
he know this and desire by all the means in his power to 
accomplish it, that he could not be brought to believe W’hat 
Mr. Burke had repeatedly told him almost constantly for 
more than two years before, that war must inevitably ensue. 
Par from precipitating that event, he staved it oil’ until the 
last moment when no alternative was left liim. How 
jMr. Pox placed in the same situation could have avoided 
the storm, it is impossible to conjecture. He was above 
state quackery, and never professsd to have discovered any 
nostrum by which to subject raging political madmen W'he- 
ther at home or abroad, to the dominion of quiet and reason. 
He was indeed, in many respects an easy man, a friendly 
man, an illustrious man, with great capacity of head, and 
much of the milk of human kindness iu his heart ; but the 
foreign race of revolutionists showed no particular attention 
to individual character except iu cutting off the lieads of 
those w ho enjoyed it ; and there is no reason to believe that 
thtiir disciples here w'ould have been more merciful. 

Adiiiittiiig that his vigilance on this point w^as greater 
than he avowed, it is not improbable that as Minister, h(3 
might liave parleyed a little longer with the liepublic; he 
might have withheld some of our reasonable demands ; 
he might have for the forlorn hope of peace, overlooked 
slighter affronts ; he might still have tolerated the revolution, 
and constitutional, and corresponding societies, and their 
affiliations ; he might have submitted some time longer to 
importations of tlie emissaries and principles of anarchy ; 
but as the demands on his patience rose so even his con- 
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cessions must have had an end. "With all his partialities to 
popular license, he must have discovered to what these 
abuses of it tended, lie could not long have trifled with 
the quick discernment of George III., whose good sense 
and decision in momenta of difficulty has never perhaps been 
rated at their due value. He could not have resisted the 
deliberate conviction of his co*adjutors in office, especially of 
the great Whig families, the 8U])porters and partners of his 
fame for so many years. Least of all could he have with- 
stood as M inister, the intuitive sagacit}", the prophetic warn- 
ings so constantly fulfilled, tlie clear views, and conclusive 
reasonings of Mr. Burke, though as leader of Opposition 
his pride shrunk from acquiescing in any thing which im- 
plied tacit deference to t'ne measures adopted no matter on 
whose suggestion, by Mr. Pitt. That war would therefore 
have ensued had even he been at the helm, it is scarcely 
possible to doubt ; that he would have conducted it dif- 
ferently may be probable ; that it would have been better 
conducted is at best matter of opinion. But there is somo 
ground to fear that it might have been delayed until the 
enemy had gained more ground and more proselytes ; until 
the situation of tlie allied powers had become more pre- 
carious ; until the throne and the constitution were begin- 
ning to totter under outrageous assaults ; and consequently 
until our means of defence had become weakened. 

When Mr. Pitt brouglit down the King’s message regard- 
ing the declaration of war by Prance, and Mr, Pox on the 
following day (12th of Pebruary) moved an amendment to 
the address, Mr. Burke judging by the outline which remains 
of the speech, gave it a triumphant reply. Touching on the 
singular care of the AVhig leader’s friends, that not an idea, 
or a merit of any kind belonging to him, should be lost to 
the public, a peculiarity which strikes attentive readers of 
political history, he turned this fact to account, on an 
observation made by IMr. Pox. “ The right honourable 
gentleman had complniiied bitterly of the misrepresentation 
of his expressions in that House. To him it appeared very 
extraordinary how a person of talents so clear, so powerful 
and so perspicuous could possibly be misunderstood — how 
a person who took so much pains by repetition, and going 
over the same grounds again and again, to bring his superior 
powers to the low level of the vulgar eye, could possibly be 
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subject to misrepresentation — bow a gentleman whose friends 
out of doors neglected no human art to display his talents 
to their utmost advantage, and to detail his speeches to the 
public in such a manner, that he, though a close observer of 
the right honourable gentleman, had never been able tore- 
collect a single idea of Tiis that had escaped the industrious at- 
tention of his friends, while those of a right honourable friend 
of his (Mr. Windham), whose abilities were equalled by his 
virtues, were so mangled and so confused in the reports that 
were made of them, as to be utterly unintelligible to the 
public.” 

Adverting to hostilities, he said — war was no common 
matter, no pastime for occupying the attention of a party, 
to be inconsiderately taken up or put down at pleasure. 
In a case of such importance to this country and to mankind 
as tlie present was, gentlemen should examine whether they 
had any sinister motive, as if they were in tlie Divine Pre- 
sence, and act upon the pure result of such examination. 
He declared he had no hesitation to pronounce as if before 
that Presence, that Ministers had not precipitated the nation 
into war but were brought into it by over-ruling necessity. 

I possess as deep a sense of the severe inflictions of war 
as any man can possibly do. 

“ Trembling I touch it, but with honest zeal.** 

“ I always held it as one of the last of evils, and wisli 
only to adopt it now from the conviction that at no distant 
period we sliall be obliged to encounter it at a much greater 
disadvantage. Por four years past it has grieved me to the 
soul, it has almost reduced me to death, when J observed 
how things were going on, and felt my utmost exertions 
unable to produce upon the government of the country or 
in the public mind, a conviction of the danger that ap- 

S reached them. At length the infatuation was removed — 
linisters awoke to tlie peril that awaited them ere it was 
too late.” # # * “ jje reariily allowed that this was the 
most dangerous war we were ever engaged la.” 

tSix days afterward (February 18 th) Mr Fox brought 
forward five resolutions condemnatory of the w'ar, and of 
the principles on which it was undertaken, wdiich Mr. 
Burke again opposed with all his powers. At the conclu- 
sion of his speech he presented the current doctrines of the 
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day in a new aspect. — “ Grentlemen,” he said, “ who were 
so charmed with the lights of this new philosophy, might 
say that age had rendered his eyes too dim to perceive the 
glorious blaze. But old though he was, he saw well enough 
to distinguish that it was not the light of heaven, but the 
light of rotten wood and stinking fish— the gloomy sparkling 
01 collected filth, corruption and putridaction. 

“ So have I seen in larder dark, 

Of veal a sparkling loin, 

Replete with many a brilliant spark, 

As ss«ge philosophers remark, 

At once both stink and shine.*’ 

In the debate on Sheridan’s motion, brought forward 
March 4th, relative to the existence of seditious practices 
said to prevail in the country, some altercation arose be- 
tween Pox and Burke, on a contradiction given by the 
former to some statements made by the latter, of which he 
said he had proofs in his possession, respecting the Princess 
Lamballe and M. Egalite (Duke of Orleans). To another 
insinuation by the Whig leader, that lie was deserted by liis 
party from weariness of travelling so long in the barren 
track of opposition, Burke replied that “ the new track 
through which he liad called upon them to follow him 
was no common waste, but the barrenest of tlie barren — the 
deserts of Arabia. But if a caravan travelling through 
those deserts should find that their leader, from passion or 
obstinacy, had wandered from the right road, and that by 
following him they were in danger of being attacked by 
some plundering Sheik, they might be allowed to think a 
little of their own safety, and take measures for securing it. 
He could say for liimself that lie had deserted no party ; 
and that of those with whom lie had been accustomed to 
act, there was not one that difiered from him in opinion on 
the present state of allairs, or disapproved of a single vote 
he had given in tlie course of the present session. Those 
who had incidentally joined that party by the way^ had no 
claim upon him” This was no doubt true, and therefore 
unanswerable. Pox, who we know began life as a ministe- 
rialist had joined tlu* party of which Burke was the chief 
oigan, after very deliberate consideration for three years, 
that is from 1774 to 1777. He could scarcely therefore 
complain of desertion by them if he thought it necessary to 
dissent from their views. 
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The Traitorous Correspondence bill (March 22nd) pro- 
duced two speeches in its support, in the first of which he 
denounced several of the clubs of Trance who had assailed 
his name with threats and obloquy. He also noticed part 
of a speech from a member of the National Convention, 
Citizen Lasource, who laments that— “ The moment is not 
yet arrived in which may be seen at the bar of the revolu- 
tionary tribunal, that Orestes of the British Parliament, the 
madman Burke, that insolent Lord Grenville, or that plotter 
Pitt. But the moment is arrived in which the public 
have summoned them to the bar of their opinion * ♦ ♦ 
Soon shall they be laid prostrate before the altar of liberty, 
from which they shall rise only to mount the scaffold tliut 
awaits them, and to ex])iate by their deaths the evils in 
which they have involved the human race.” The second 
speech (9th April ) was exceedingly able and argumentative, 
by far the best delivered upon the occasion. Touching on 
the supposed injury to commerce, he said, “England was a 
commercial nation — so was every other, as far as it could. 
But if by commercial nation it was implied that commerce 
W'as her ultimate, her only end, lie wxiuld deny it ; her com- 
merce w'as a subservitmt instrument to her greater interests, 
her security, her honour, and her religion. If the com- 
mercial spirit tended to break those, he insisted that it 
should be lowered.” * * * * “ Let us not turn our every 
thing, the love of our country, our honour, our virtue, our 
religion, our security, to traffic — and estimate them by the 
scale of pecuniary or commercial reckoning. The nation 
that goes to that calculation destroys itself.” On the 17th 
of J une he came forward vigorously to oppose IVIr. Box’s 
motion for an address to His Majesty, for the re-establish- 
ment of peace with France. 

Since the open disunion of Burke and Fox, some cessation 
of public intercourse, though none w hatever ol’ esteem or 
private friendship, had occurred between the funner and 
the Duke of Portland, from an idea entertained by his Grace 
that the latter w'ould in time be brought round to form 
sounder opinions upon the great question in dispute ; and 
in the mean time lest an impression of favour or partiality 
to either should interfere to prevent it, he desired to keep 
somewhat aloof from both gentlemen. The motive for this 
the member for Maltou perfectly understood, and did not 
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disapprove, being as anxious as the Duke to make a convert of 
his former friend. But daily occurrences rendering this 
event more and more imjDrobable, less ceremony became 
necessary in their intercourse, and during the summer the 
Burkes, father and son, accompanied that nobleman to 
Oxford, on his formal installation as Chancellor of the 
University, the former having likewise attended a private 
ceremony of the same nature at Bulstrode, the preceding 
October. He was received by the heads of this seat of 
learning with all tlie marked respect and attention which 
his celebrity claimed at their hands ; but it is said re- 
fused to be proposed for the honorary degree of LL.D, 
which on a former occasion there had been some hesitation 
to grant. His son however, as wtII as Mr. Windliam and 
others, received this mark of attention. He himself resided 
chiefly with Mr. Winstanley, Principal of Alban Hall and 
Camden Professor of Ancient History, who was much 
impressed by the various knowledge and brilliancy of con- 
versation of his guest, and of whoso qualifications as a 
philologer he thus wrote soon afterward ; — 

“ It would be indeed as usedess as it would be presumptuous 
in me to attempt to add to th(‘ reputation of ]\lr. Burke. 
Among the studies to which I liav(‘ immediately applied, 
there is one which, from Ids attention to the more important 
concerns of active life*, it might be supposed that he had 
overlooked : 1 mean tliat of ancient and modern languages. 
Those however who were acquainted with the univt'rsality 
of his information, will not be surprised to hear that it 
would have been exceedingly dilHcult to have met uith a 
person who knew more of the philosophy, the history and 
filiation of languages, or of the principles of etymological 
deduction, tlian Mr. Burke.” lii.s society indeed jnovi'd 
a treat to all who either possessed or wlio knew h()W to 
value in others, intelleetnal superiority. Gibbon, who had 
just arrived from Switzerland after some yt‘ars’ absence, 
sought him out immediately, and writes at this time twice 
in his letters, “ I spent a delightful day with Burke.” To 
his son, who had spent tlie earlier j)art of the year in Ire- 
land, on the business of his mission in favour of the lioman 
Catholics, he addressed a lettt'r on that important question, 
which was never finished but possesses all his characteristic 
power. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Letter to the Duke of Portland on the Conduct of the Minority — Character of 
Mr. Bundas — Remarks on .he Policy of the Allies — Richard Burke the 
Elder— Report upon the cauHos of the duration of Mr. Hastings's Trial 
— Jimction of the Old Whigs with Ministry— Death of Young Burke— 
Laurence’s J^ett 'Vi*. 

The tendency of tlie politics of Mr. Pox becoming more 
generally questioned in the country, and to many a source 
of suspicion if not of apprehension, lie thought it necessary 
to explain and defend his conduct by a letter addressed to 
his constituents, tlie electors of Westminster. This piece 
Mr. Burke charactt'rised generally as eloquent, but with 
more forbearance than his friend Fox thought it necessary 
to display towards his “ Reflections,” he refrained from 
invidious criticism. Dr. Parr, however, though so staunch 
a friend of the“]Man of the People,” expressed himself 
slightingly of ti.e taste and literary merits displayed in its 
execution, observing in conversation, “there were in it 
passages at which Addison would have smiled, and Johnson 
growled'’* 

A resolution of the "VVliig Club about this tim(‘, moved by 
Lord William Russell— that their confidence in !^lr. Fox was 
confirmed, strengthened, and iiu*rt‘ascd by the ealuimiies 
against him — did not appear to operate much in setting him 
right ill public opinion. But being evidently li‘Vi‘lled at the 
exceptions taken to his jiarliament ary conduct by JNIr. Burke, 
Mr. AVindham, Sir Gilbert Elliot, and others, they imme- 
diately withdrew their names from the Club, to the number 
of forty-five noblemen and gentlcimm, writing their reasons 
fur seceding. Insinuations being likewise thrown out that 
the Duke of Portland had concurr(?d in the resolution of 
Lord W^. Russell, Mr. Burke in justification of his own and 
his friends’ e(‘nsures, drew up for the considi'ratioii of his 
Grace as the head of the j>arty, and who still clung to the per- 
son; not opinions, of the Opposition leader in the Commons, 
the famous “ Observations on the Conduct of the Minority," 
Tliis paper details under fifty-four heads a strong case 
against Mr. Fox, which that gentleman’s friends charac- 
terized as an unjustifiable proceeding ; but it is difficult to 
conceive for what reason, except it be deemed unfair and 
injudicious to detach those we respect and desire to serve, 
from attachments and from proceedings which we ourselves 
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hold to be wrong, and which are held to be so by the body 
of the nation. Thinking upon public affairs as Burke was 
known to do, it is not to be supposed that he would act 
otherwise than he did. The paper was transmitted to the 
Duke as a confidential communication sealed up, wdth an 
intimation that he did not desire it to be read by him 
until a disconnection of interests with Mr. Fox should take 
place, which the writer pronounced to be inevitable. It 
cannot therefore be justly cnaracterized as being meant to pro- 
duce a rupture between that nobleman and the leader in the 
House of Commons ; but rather as matter for consideration 
consequent upon such an event occurring from other causes. 
His own words in the letter to the Duke which accompanied 
the paper are — “ I now make it my bumble request to your 
Grace, that you will not give any sort of answer to the paper 
I send, or to this letter, excej)t barely to let me know that 
you have received them. I even wish that at present you 
may not read the paper which I transmit ; lock it up in the 
drawer of your library table, and w hen a day of compulsory 
reflection comes, then be ])1 cased to turn to it. Then re- 
member that your Grace had a true fiiend, wdio had, com- 
paratively with men of your description, a very small interest 
in opposing the modern system of morality and policy ; but 
w’ho, under exQvy discouragement, was faithful to public duty 
and to j)rivate friendship. 1 shall then probably be dead. 
I am sure I do not wish to live to see such things ; but 
whilst 1 do live I shall pursue the same course.” 

Coinmuiiicated thus in confidence, it might have remained 
for ever or for a long time unknowm to the world, but 
for the scandalous breach of confidence committed by the 
amanuensis, an ungrateful or needy man named Swift, 
whom he had rescued from abject poverty ; and wdio having 
kept a copy of wdiat he was employed to transcribe, sur- 
reptitiously printed it in 1797, under the invidious title of 
“ Fifty- four Articles of Impeachment against the Bight 
Hon. C. J. Fox.” Mr. Burke being then at Bath confined 
bo bed, his friends in town obtained an injunction from the 
Chancellor to stop the circulation, but too late to prevent 
the distribution of many copies through the country. He 
wrote directly to Dr. Laurence, desiring him to disclaim the 
act and the intention of publication, but not one of the 
sentiments which the paper contained. 



878 


LIFE OF BUllKE. 


1793. 


The aim of it was unquestionably to beat down the belief 
that either the conduct or doctrine of Mr. Fox was con- 
stitutional, and to show that liis proceediiij^a on many recent 
occasions evinced an ambitious, a ineddlin^i;, almost a trea- 
sonable,* any thing indeed, but a patriotic spirit. The 
heated exaggerations of his devoted Iriends perhaps required 
to be cooled down to this freezing level. The care with 
which they reported his speeches and detailed his seuti- 
meiits, so that nothing sliould be lost to the public, has been 
already noticed. Yet Mr. Burke should scarcely have gone so 
far in condemning what in former days in some measure origi- 
nated with himself, except indeed he imagined he possessed an 
exclusive privilege to pidl dow'n the idol he had contributed 
in no small degree to raise. He it was who first gave Mr. Fox 
to the world as a great man. He wroU' him and spoke him 
first into public esteem. He enlisted him into his party. Ho 

E ushed him forward to lead to a certain degree the Eocking- 
ara connection over his own head, regardless of personal 
interest or of that still greater object personal importance, 
which was sure to accrue to himself from keeping such an 
ally at a distance. He knew that INIr. Fox, as much by 
his connexions as by his talents and rising popularity, 
would be most useful to his party, and that from his friend- 
ships and sway over the most promising young men coming 
forward in Parliament, he was likely to possess a weight 
there wdiich he himself, from many causes already specified, 
could not hope to acquire. There was the further motive of 
the regard as a master for a favoiirite pupil, for he tells us 
that Fox was brought to him wheii only' a boy of fourteen. 
The triumph of one therefore was in some degree a merit of 
both. 

All this early partiality was therefore not ^\^thout an 
object : but it was a party not private object ; and thereforo 
exhibited his personal disinterestedness. The fact shows us 
likewise the total absence on his part of any feeling akin to 
jealousy. It must not however be understood that he sub- 
mitted to become a secondary person in this junction of 

* This alludtc to the report of sendinj^ his friend Mr. Adair, witli liis 
cypher^ to St. Petersburg, to counteract the objects at which the Ambas- 
sador of the Crown aimed. This story Sir Robert Adair has denied as 
being untrue or exaggerated, but so strong was the impression of its triitli 
even in the Cabinet at the time, that a proposition was made to arrest Mr 
Fox, which Mr. Pitt negatived. 
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interests, which was rather an alliance than subjection of 
one to the other, for both continued to be principals : Burke 
being on many occasions the actuating spirit, and Fox the 
public leader of the party. It is certain that whatever the 
one had determined to do, the other found it commonly 
expedient to approve. There may be a question therefore 
amoim those best acquainted with political history whether 
Mr. Fox would ever liave arrived at such pre-eminence in 
his party or in the country as he possessed, had it not been 
for the active aid and counsel of Burke.* 

No effect — certainly no immediate influence — w'as induced 
by this communication on the mind of the Duke. Instead of 
putting the “ Observations/* aw’ayfor future perusal as recom- 
mended by his correspondent he confesses to being “ seduced'* 
to read them and the accompanying letter immediately ; and 
his reply from Welbeck (10th October 1703) candidly avows 
that he was wholly unconvinced by the reasoning of the 
paper. “ It is no disgrace to me to admit — and were it so 
I should feel no difficulty in avowdng it to you and indeed 
to the world— that my imagination, my feelings, my judg- 
ment, my conclusions, do not and cannot keep pace with 
yours. I have not the same sensibility, I have not the 
same fears, 1 have not the same confldence ; but 1 want not a 
day of compulsory reflection to make me see the horrors of 
Jacobinism and the duty of exerting my best efforts (those 
I mean which from their regularity and steadiness are 

* Of his fondness to aj)plaud, or as somebody Ijos termed it, to jinff* his 
pupil, as much on private as on public occasions, the following- extract of 
a letter to his cousin IVa;rle, written in October, 1777, during’ the visit of 
Mr. Fox to Ireland, is an instance — “ I am heartily glad and obliged to 
you for your letter, and for your kind reineuibrance of me when you hap- 
pened to see so many of my most })articular fr: *nds in so remote and seques- 
tered a spot as the Lake of Killarney. Ned Nagle told me that they were 
Rt your lodge, but your letter only expresses that you dined with 
them. Whenever you saw them I am sure that you passed a pleasant 
day ; and I may venture to say, with no less certainty, that the satisfactions 
of the T.ake of Killarney were lieighteiied by meeting you there, and by 
your obliging attention to them. * * « • Don’t you like Charles 

Fox? If you were not plettsed on that short acquaintance you would 
on a further ; for he is ouo of the pleasantest men in the world, as well 
IIS the greatest genius that perhajis this country has ever produced. If 
he is not extraordinary, I assure you the British dominions cannot furnish 
any thing beyond him. I long to talk with him about you and your 
Lough.” 
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likely to be the most lasting) to resist, subdue, and finally 
extirpate the diabolical spirit which it has originated/’* 

As a mark of respect for unwearied labours, and the 
interest which he took in the public cause, events of import- 
ance on the continent connected with the war, w ere commu- 
nicated to him as to a cabinet minister, by a special mes- 
senger. When the new' s of the surrender of Yaleueiennes 
arrived, a communication of this nature found him at the 
little theatre of Chalfoiit-St-Peter, a few' miles from Beacons- 
field, when he interrupted the performance for the purpose 
of reading aloud the contents of the dispatch to the audience, 
pointing out as lie proceeded, the importance of the con- 
quest ; and giving money to the humble oreliestra to drink 
his Majesty’s liealth, ordered them to play God save the 
King^ inviting the audience to join in chorus. The in- 
formation forwarded on this occasion, and other civilities 
of a similar nature, usually came through the channel of 
Mr. Dundas, with whom, of all the members of the cabinet 
at this time, he w’as most intimate, and for whom he had 
great regard, arising from real respect for his talents, and the 
possession of many personal good qualities. 

This gentleman exhibited another instance of an eminent 
British statesman, detached from the active practice of the 
Law in almost the highest rank of the profession in his 
native country, to aim at a still higher prize in the lottery 
of political life in England, lie was a younger son of tlie 
Lord President of the Court of ^Session in Scotland, and 
applying himself diligently to forensic pursuits, attained the 
important post of Lord Advocate at the age of thirty-four. 
Nearly about the same time he commenctal his career in 
Parliament as member for the county of Edinburgh, and 
the American w’ar breaking out .soon afterward, he thought 
it his duty to support the m(*asurcs of ministry in that 
unfortunate contest. Under Lord Shelburne’s Administra- 
tion, he accepted the office of Treasurer of the Navy. On 
this account he w’as charged, as all statesmen are at some 
period or other of their lives, with inconsistency in quitting 

* The late Lord Holland g'ives the date, 1791, to these charg’es — another 
evidence either of incapacity to write accurate history, or systematic 
desi'rii to throw odium on the character of Burke, by implying* that they 
were drawn up before tlie differences with Fox had become public and 
marked, and were ihei'efore urged against him insidiously. 
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his former opinions on that topic, as well as with political 
ingratitude in deserting the falling fortunes of his original 
patron, Lord North. It was in this situation that he 
formed that intimate acquaintance, both personal and 
political with Mr. Pitt, winch continued with uninterrupted 
regard for the remainder of their liv(‘s, and which tended so 
materially to his own political success. With him he was 
thrown out by the coalition ministry in 1783. With liim 
he again returned to power, resuming his office in addition 
to becoming President of the Board of Control under the 
new system of government for India. AV^ith him he debated 
side by side the great and trying questions agitated during 
the revolutionary war ; and with him quitt(*d office in 1801, 
wlien unable to accpiire for the lioman Catholics of Ireland 
those concessions wliieli had been expected. Soon after his 
ri'turii to j)ower as lirst Lord of the Admiralty, having been 
in the mt'.-in time raised to the peerage by the title of 
Alscount Mt'lville, a dense cloud burst upon his head, and 
overshadowed his fam(‘. This was the tenth report of the 
commissioners of naval iiujuiry, who in their examination 
into the business of tlie various offices in that department, 
charged him, if not with pcH-ulation, at least with misman- 
agement of tlu‘ public money ('iitrusted to his care, in his 
former office of Ti\‘asurt'r of the Navy. This shade liowever 
passed away. Of guilt he was acquitted by the House of 
Lords on the impeachment to which the charge gave rise; 
and the censure t(» which lie was amenable arose perhaps 
from irregularity and negligence in the conduct of sub- 
ordinates, and against which it is sometimes difficult for the 
head of a leading dei)artment of the state to guard. 

As a ISlinister he was sagaeioi s acute, practical in his 
views, unwearied in the duties of his office, fond indeed of 
performing them, and not dillicult of access. The country 
is indebted to him in no inconsiderable degree, for a variety 
of measures and suggestions, many of which remain to be 
appropriated to the rightful owner. The India depart- 
ment for many years owned him as chief. His knowledge 
of it, as may be supposed, became more extensive and minute 
than that of any other man in or out of Parliament excepting 
Burke ; while in acquaintance with the details of the local 
governments and various characters of the Presidencies, 
official station gave him several advantages. Betw'een 
them there might be said to be a monopoly of this 
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braiich of information in Parliament. With Burke he 
participated in the error, if error can be proved to have 
Deen committed, of being the original accuser of Hast- 
ings. Some useful and important alterations connected 
with the administration of the government of India owe 
their origin to him. Among these was the extension of 
power to the Governor- General of that country, which 
while it left less room for bickerings and contentions 
between Governor aud council which had fonnerly pre- 
vailed to so great a degree, exacted from the former in 
return for such confidence, a proportionate personal respon- 
sibility. At the commencement of the war w'ith France, 
the volunteer system received an impulse from his judicious 
measures, which tended materially to rouse the spirit of the 
country. He planned and conducted, in opposition it is 
said to several dissentient voices in the Cabinet, the expedi- 
tion to Egypt which expelled the French from that country. 
On his accession to the Admiralty, the same spirit of im- 
provement accompanied him thither. Many judicious mea- 
sures were devised for the comforts of the seamen, and the 
improvement of the situation of more than one class of 
officers, more especially those of the medical department 
which had been scandalously neglected, and in wdiich to 
the reproach of the governing authorities, learning and 
talents still continue to meet with less consideration and 
rew^ard than in any other branch of the public service. 

During nearly the w hole of liis political life, the influence 
possessed in his native country was extensive, perhaps 
unexampled ; and it implies no ordinary merit to find the 
quiet, the external prosperity, and the donu‘stic improvement 
of the country to have kept pace with his tenure of powder. 
No murmurings against him during this long period were 
heard ; no dissatisfaction expressed for the exercise of this 
power — at undue partiality on tin* one hand, or unmerited 
disfavour on the other. In England it was his lot to be 
almost equally fortunate ; and it must ever be considered a 
proof of singular exem])tion from great faults, or of modera- 
tion of conduc.t which deprived popular prejudice of its 
favourite food, that in a period of the most envenomed 
political warfare, nothing more serious could be urged against 
him than w hat a few harmless witticisms conveyed. 

In Parliament, he never pretended to and never sought, 
the character of a finished and imposing orator. His man- 



1703. 


CONDUCT or THE WAH. 


383 


iKT was ungraceful and dialect provincial. Content with 
grasping directly and forcibly the substance of his argument 
lie appeared little solicitous about the elegance of the 
manner in which it should be handled. But there was a 
boldness and decision in his mode of address that always 
commanded attention, and a solidity and acuteness in the 
matter it conveyed which seldom failed to perform their 
ollice of convincing. No ministry could have possessed a 
more useful member. He was not so much cut out for 
brilliant and overpowering elibrts on special occasions, as 
for lu'ccssary and laborious duties, the exposition and 
defence of measures, which he had daily to undertake in 
carrying on the actual business of the state. He was rarely 
to be taken unawares, but ready as it seemed, every day 
and every hour of the day, for debate. Constantly op- 
posed as he and Mr. Burke had been to each other in the 
great theatre of national eloquence, neither the conflicting 
opinion, the biting sarcasm, nor the vehement reprehension 
with which a minister is often gratuitously assailed by a leader 
of Opposition, produced between them any thing like feel- 
ings of hostility. They lirst became more personally familiar 
in the se.ssion 1780-81, in consequence of serving on East 
India Committees ; and saw in each other kindrt'd qualities 
which subse(]uently served to soften something of the 
acerbity of ])arty. From about the year 1790 until the 
death of Burke, frequent communication on public matters 
conveyed through j)rivate channels took place between them. 
There was in ]\lr. llundas a goodness of heart that claimed 
esteem. He was frequently called upon by persons of whom 
he knew^ little to do kind offices, and he did them in the 
kindest, often in the most generous manner. He was frank, 
sociable, careU'ss of money, and aflectionate in his attach- 
ments, — qualities which acquired him nearly as many friends 
as he possessed acquaintance. Other and more imposing cha- 
racteristics may belong to the statesman, but these call 
upon us to love and respect the memory of the man. 

Mr. Burke, though a warm supporter of the war as the 
only means of saving the country, differed totally with 
Ministry on the mode of carrying it on, which was scarcely 
ever to his satisfaction; and looking to the results, his 
objections would seem to have been well grounded. One of 
the chief papers on the subject was “ Remarks on the Policy 
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of the Allies with respect^to France.’^* It was begun in Oc- 
tober 1793, and a passage displays such instinctive knowledge 
of France and Frenchmen, that the cause of the ill-success of 
the Bourbons in conciliating the public mind of that country 
will become immediately obvious, while it exhibits another 
instance of the singular sagacity which could teach that 
family so many years in advance of the event, how to secure 
their kingdom in case they should again acquire it. “ Who- 
ever claims a right by birth to govern there, must find in his 
breast, or conjure up in it an energy not to be expected, not 
always to be wished fur, in well ordered states. The lawful 
prince must have in everything but crime the cluiracter of 
an usurper. He is gone if he imagines himself tlie quiet 
possessor of a throne. He is to contend for it as much 
after an apparent conquest as before. His task is to win it ; 
he must leave posterity to en joy and to adorn it. No velvet 
cushions for him. He is to be always (I speak nearly to 
the letter) on horseback. This opinion is the result of 
much patient thinking on the subject, which I conceive no 
event is likely to alter.’* — The terms and spirit of the de- 
claration or manilesto issued by the British Government, 
under date of October 29th (1793), he highly approved, 
but thought its promulgation ill-timed and imprudent at a 
moment when from the successes of the enemy and the 
reverses of our own arms, hostile manifestoes appeared more 
petulant than formidable. 

In another passage he specifically points out in express 
terms as if I'uturity was open to his view, that no settlement 
of France could be hoped to be immediate. Military rule, 
or something tantamount to it, must precede the formation 
of regular government. “ What difficulties will be met with 
in a country exhausted by the taking of its capital (in 
money) and among a people in a manner new-principled, 
trained, and actually disciplined to anarchy, rebellion, dis- 
order, and impiety, may be conceived by those who know* 
what Jacobin France is, and who may have occupied them- 
selves by revolving in their thoughts what they were to do 
if it fell to their lot to re-establish the affairs of France. 
What support or what limitations the restored Monarchy 
must have, may be a doubt, or how^ it w^ill pitch or settle at 
last ; but one thing I conceive to be far beyond a doubt ; 
that the settlement cannot he immediate ; hut that it must be 
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preceded by some sort of power ^ eqiml at least in vigour ^ viyi- 
lance, promptitude^ and decision, to a military government'’^ 

The affairs of that country and the conduct of the war, 
as they occupied his mind, engrossed likewise the chief por- 
tion of his correspondence. Shortly before the execution of 
Louis XVI. he received an affecting letter from the Abbo 
Edgworth, expressing his regret at being now compelled to 
continue in that “ land of horrors,” as the “ Malheureux 
Maitre ” had solicited his presence to prepare him for that 
death soon so likely to take place, and which unhappily so 
soon followed. To the Comte de Mercy, Mr. Windham, Sir 
Gilbert Elliot, Mr. Dundas, Mr. Sylvester Douglas, (after- 
wards Lord Glenbervie), he wrote on the conduct of the war, 
censuring our neglect of La A^endee as one of the most 
favourable scenes for caTrying it on. Letters on the same 
subject were exchanged with the Comte D ’Artois, who 
being solicited by several of the noblemen and gentlemen 
engaged with the“Koyal Army” to join them 'with aid, 
directed his views and solicitations to Burke as the most 
active friend in such an emergency, who in rc'turn could but 
plead inability to give more than advice from being uncon- 
nected with the gov(‘rument.. To Mr. Dundas ho addressed 
the draught of a letter for the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland 
on Roman Catholic allairs early in the year, which had the 
effect of expediting for that body the eh^ctive franchise, 
upon which Grattan addressed him in a congratulatory 
epistle. From the King of Poland he likewise received a 
communication, acknowledging that even in his affairs he 
had proved too tridy a prophet. The a])proaching marriage 
of his niece with Captain Haviland produced several lett<Ts 
on family affairs to Irtdaud ; and as evidence how readily 
his mind could grasp all subjects witu equal ease and power, 
a letter was addressed to his old friend AV^illiam Burke, now 
returned from India, who had translated Brissot’s Address 
to his Constituents less successfully than he thought desi- 
rable. While to Arthur Murphy, who had dedicated to him 
his translation of Tacitus, two letters of acknowdedgment 
were sent, the second full of judicious criticism on the usual 
translations from Latin prose writers. 

Early in February, 1794, his affections received a severe 
shock in the death of his brother Richard, with whom, 
as with all bis relatives, he had ever lived in a degree of 

2 c 
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harmony and affection only known in the most united 
families. There was but little difference in their ages. They 
had started nearly at the same time, and under circum- 
stances nearly similar though with very different capacities, 
to work up the hill of life together ; and whenever the 
weaker powers of the younger caused him to lag behind, 
the hand of the elder was extended to aid liim on the 
journey. For many years they had but one purse and 
one house, and many of their friendships and pursuits were 
in common. The talents of Richard, though bearing no 
comparison with those of his brother, might have })laeed him 
more conspicuously in life, had not constitutional vivacity 
and love of ease rendered him less patient of laborious appli- 
cation. He wrote well, but writing was not his choice. 
Lord Mansfield, who had formed a good opinion of his 
powers, pronounced him a rising man at tlio bar ; but an 
inclination to politics, and the accept anc(‘ of the situation of 
one of the secretaries to the Treasury in 1782, and again 
in 1783, injured his prospects as a lawyer, though by the 
interest of his brother he became al'terwards liecordcr of 
Bristol, and one of the counsel on the trial of Mr. Hastings. 
His person w'as good; his features handsome ; his manners 
prepossessing ; w hich wdth the possession of wit and liumour, 
gave him a ready introduction to the fashionable society of 
the metropolis. Goldsmith and he were intimate ; and the 
Poet characterizes him almost as happily as he has done 
Edmund — 

“ While Dick with his j^epper shall heifrhttii the savour.” 

And again — 

” Here lies honest Richard, whose fate I must si^h at ; 

Alas, that such frolic should now be so quiet ! 

What spirits were his! what wit, and >vhat whim ! 

Now breakirif^ a jest and now breaking a limb! 

Now wrang-linrr and grumbling to keep up the bull ! 

Now teasing and vexing, yet laughing at all! 

In short, so provoking a devil was Dick, 

That we wished him full ten times a-day at Old Nick ; 

But missing his mirth and agreeable vein. 

As often we wished to have Dick back again.” 

A species of the waggery thus attributed to him occasion- 
ally afforded amusement to the domestic circle of his brother. 
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He claimed the office it seems, of reading the newspaper 
aloud every morning at the breakfast table, making such 
jocular comments on the circumstances of the day as whim 
or humour suggested ; and when these proved barren of 
matter for his genius, he would turn to his brother’s speech 
of the preceding night, read a part of it correctly, then 
suddenly introduce something of his own of quite "an op- 
posite purport to the report, and continue to read with 
a grave face until interrupted by Edmund, with the excla 
mation — “ That is all wrong, Dick; they quite mistake me.” 
A silent assent was nodded by the w^ag, who nevertheless 
continued his teasing career of invention. — “ These people,” 
again would Mr. Burke exclaim, ‘‘ are malicious or foolish to 
make mo say such things.” The wit, still unmoved by the 
simple p(‘rpiexity of liis brother at the stupidity of the re- 
porters, would go on with something still more outrageous 
until finally stopjied by the earnest and solemn assurance, 
“I declare to God, Dick, I said nothing of the kind.” 
When ill the West Indies, liichard, it appears, mad(^ a pur- 
chase which turned out unfortunate, and ultimately occa- 
sioned him considerable pecuniary loss. To this circum- 
stance Edmund alludes in a letter to Mr. Nagle, of July, 
1772 — “ Since my brother came home he has not been 
negligent in the management of his contested purchase. 
How the matter may linally terminate I know not ; but 
hitherto he has gone on so successfully as to obtain a rejiort 
of the Board of Trade recoimiuaidiiig to the Council the 
disallowance of the Act of Provincial Assembly, which had 
put him out of possession and declared his title void. Thus 
far he lias succt't'ded. Of the quiet and nnraolestod pos- 
session I do not despair ; but as it is an affair of magnitude, 
so it w'ill be a work of time and patience.” Again in 
August, 1770, he says — ‘‘Eichard the elder is in town. If 
his business liad prospered, you would have been one of the 
first to hear of it. But w c do not trouble our friends except 
with pleasing newrs. He has had much wTong done to him ; 
hut the thing is not yet desperate. I believe that the 
Commissioner who goes out will not have adverse in- 
structions.” 

Mr. Burke took little share in parliamentary business until 
the session of 1794 w^as pretty far advanced, and then chiefly 
by speaking in favour of voluntary subscriptions and* enrol- 
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ment of troops as not being unconstitutional, and as additional 
evidence to the enemy of the patriotic spirit of tlie country ; 
of permitting foreigners, more especially French Royalists, 
to enlist in tlie British Army ; and of detaining persons 
suspected of designs against the government. He o])posed, 
as he had before done when himself a professed economical 
reformer, violent amputation of the emoluments of pensions, 
sinecures, and particularly of the efiicitmt ollices of adminis- 
tration, in a bill proposed at this time by ]Mr. Harrison; 
observing that the amount would be contemptible in itself, 
and the principle absolutely dangerous. Similar sentiments 
on this point had been formerly declared by ]\Ir. Fox. 

A motion by General Fitzpatrick to intercede with the 
King of Prussia for tlie release of La Fayette, then confined 
in one of his prisons, drew from Burke at‘vcre animadver- 
sions upon that alleged ])atriotic leader, but as he said, actual 
author of many of the calamities of France. Inst cad of being 
termed an “ illustrious exile,” he was tlnm, and ought to be 
always considered, the outcast of the world, who having 
neither talents to guide nor in the least to infiuence the 
storm he had so diligently laboured to raise, fled like a 
dastard from the bloodshed and massacre in which he had 
involved so many thousands of unotfending persons and 
families. In the debate on the Yolunt(‘er Bill, some squib- 
bing took place between him and Mr. Sheridan ; the former 
observing that long speeches without good materials were 
dangerous ventures even for a po])ular man, quoting some 
doggrel to that eficct printed in the American war. 

“ Solid men of Boston, banish strong^ potations, 

Solid men of Boston, make no long orations. 

Bow, wow, wow.” 

When the wit conceiving the first line no less than the 
second aimed at him, retorted by saying that he remembered 
another passage from the same approved author. 

“ Now it hapt to the country he went for a hle?»hing, 

And from Ijis state daddy to get a new lesson ; 

He went to daddy Jeiiky, by trimmer llal attended, 

In such company, good lack ! how his morals must be mended. 

Bow, wow, wow.” 

On the 5th of March, he moved for a committee to inspect 
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the Lords’ journals relative to the proceedings on the trial 
of Mr. Hastings, and to report the facts and their observations 
thereon to the House. This report, occupying nearly 200 
octavo pages, was accordingly made on the 17th of April, 
and is rej)uted by those who arc presumed to be competent 
judges of the subject which embraces very important ques- 
tions in law, one of the most able and elaborate papers that 
have come from the pen of Mr. Burke. It observes upon 
the various heads of Jurisdiction of the Lords — Law of 
Parliament — llule of Pleading — Publicity of Judges’ opi- 
nions — Debates on Evidence — Circumstantial Evidence — 
Practice of the Courts below — and others, as well as on all 
minor occurrences connected with the impeachment. The 
chief source of surprise to the reader will be the recondite 
and vanous knowledge of legal forms, principles, and history 
which it exliibits, and which must luireafter make the details 
a source of interest to the legal profession, upon which it 
comments with much force and freedom, but without hos- 
tility. “ This report,” says a late lawyer of eminence,'* 
“was penned by Mr. Burke, and may be ranked amongst 
the most valuable productions of his pen. It turns on a 
question of tlie highest importance, both in legislation and 
jurisprudence— whether in cast's for which neither the 
written nor nnwrittt'ii law of a nation has provided, courts of 
law may make a provision for it, by conforming existing 
laws and principles to it, or by substracting it from their 
operation. The question occurs on a nice point in the 
doctrine of testimony ; and to this the description in the 
report principally a[)j)lies ; but it embraces the wdiole of the 
subject, and abounds in learning and profound observation ; 
unfortunately its title is far from alluring, and it has there- 
fore been little read.” “A short av'count,” adds a modern 
historian, “ of the spirit of this document, and of the prin- 
cipal matters which it contains, is of high importance. It 
is a criticism not only upon this trial, but upon the law, a 
thing in this country of grt*at rarity, from a source of high 
authority. It would also be a thing of great utility, if it 
would show' the people of the country what they have beei 
carefully disciplined not to believe, that no greater service 
can be rendered to the community than to expose the 


• Mr. Charles Batler. 
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abuses of tbe law, without which the hope of its amendment 
is for ever excluded.”* 

This report being published without aiitlioritv in the form 
of a panmhlet, Lord Thurlow the friend of Hastings in his 
legal difficulties, laid hold of the o])port unity, which the 
forms of Parliament of not noticing in one House what is 
said in the other would othenvise have prevented, to vent 
his indignation in the House of Lords upon a })ublication, 
the matter of which he termed ‘‘disgraceful and indecent,” 
“ which tended to vilify and misrepresent the conduct of 
judges and magistrates entrusted with the administration of 
justice, and the laws of the country.” On the following 
day (May 23rd), INfr. Burke, in his place, adverted to this 
attack in a brief and pointed reply, which liowever imperfect 
the report of it, is of a masterly description upon a great 
constitutional question. It is only iiec(‘ssary to give the 
conclusion here — “ Whatever it says, it doi's not say calum- 
niously. This kind of language belongs to persons whose 
eloquence entitles them to a frc‘e use of (‘pithets. The report 
states, that the Judges had given their opinions secret 
contrary to the almost uninterrupted tenor of parliamentary 
usage on these occasions. It states that the opinions 
were given, not upon the Imo, but upon the case. It 
states that the mode of giving tlie opinions urns unprece^ 
dented and contrary to the j)ru'iteyes of the House of 
Commons. It states, that the committee did not know upon 
what rules and principles the judges had decided upon those 
caseSy as they neither heard them, nor are they entered upon 
the journals. It is YQry true, that we were and are extremely 
dissatisfied with those opinions, and the c<msequent deter- 
mination of the Lords, and we do not think such a mode of 
proceeding at all justified by the most numerous and best 
precedents. None of these sentiments are the committee, 
as I conceive, (and I full little as any of them) disposed to 
retract or to soften in the smallest degree. 

“ The report speaks for itself. Whenever an occasion shall 
he regularly given to maintain every thing of substance in that 
paper ^ I shall he ready to meet the proudest name for ability, 

* MiH’b British India, vol. v. pp. 231-2. — Fortunately for the interests 
of justice, the subject of law reform has been at leng-th vig’orously taken 
up ; and it is to be hoped will be unsparing’ly and vij^orously carried out. 
In this, therefore, as in so many other thing^s, we find Burke in advance 
of his contemporaries* 
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learning or ranJc^ that this kingdom contains, upon that subject. 
Do I say this from any confidence in myself ? Far from it ! 
It is from my confidence in our cause, and in the ability, the 
learning, and the constitutional principles which this House 
contains within itself, and which I hope it wfill ever contain, 
and in the assistance which it will not fail to afford to those 
who with good int(‘ntion, do their best to maintain the 
essential pri\ ilt‘g(‘S of tlie House, the ancient law of Par- 
liament, and lh(} public justice of tlie kingdom.” 

No one, as may be supposed, felt inclined to take up the 
gauntlet tlirow 11 down in thc‘ concluding part of this address. 
On the 2(Kh of June, Mr. Pitt moved the thanks of the 
House to tlie managers “ for the faithful management in 
their discharge of the irust reposed in them,” which was 
carried. ]\Ir. Burke, in the course of his reply, ohserved 
witli great lib(*rality, that prejudices against himself arising 
from jiersonal friendship, or personal obligations to the 
accused, were too laudable for him to be discomposed at. 
He had thrown no general rctlections on the Company’s 
servants ; he bad merely repeated what Mr. Hastings himself 
had said of the troops serving in Glide ; and the House had 
marked their ojiiuions of the ollicers in the very terms he 
had used. As for the otlu'r expressions attributed to him, 
they had been much exaggiTated and misrejirescnted. 

This Avas tlie last day he ajipeared in the House of 
Commons, having immediately afterwards accepted the Chil- 
tern Hundreds. 

To tlie translation already alluded to made by AVilliam 
Burke, of Brissot’s Address, Edmund, though without his 
name, gave a mastiady preface, Avhich from exciting general 
notice, causial some demand for a book whose name not- 
withstanding the revolutionary notoriety of the author, is 
nearly forgotten. Idiis iutroductioii sketches a concise but 
powerful jiortrait of the Girondist faction, its principles and 
jirogress until overwhelmed and guillotined by that of the 
Mountain ; but particularly of its chiefs, lioland and Brissot. 

In the mean time the course of events, which appeared 
constantly naidy to fulfil his predictions, had won over 
the Duke of Portland and his friends to the opinions 
of their great political prophet. At the conclusion of the 
Session in July 1794, the formal junction of the part}^ with 
Ministry, took place, the Duke receiving a blue riband, the 
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office of Third Secretary of State with the management of 
Ireland; Earl Fitzwilliam becoming at first President of 
the Council and then Lord Lieutenant of that country ; 
Earl Spencer, Lord Privy Seal, and soon afterwards First 
Lord of the Admiralty ; and Mr. AVindham, Secretary at 
AV'ar. Lord Loughborough already held the office of Lord 
Chancellor. The union thus effected from conviction of its 
being intimately connected with the safety of the country, 
was stigmatized by the inconsiderate friends of Mr. Fox, as 
interested desertion of him, their liege lord — an act indeed 
of moral rebellion against one whom they were politically 
bound to adhere to and obey. This view of the subject 
being still occasionally taken, a single retros])ective glance 
at the history of the party may serve to slio\v its untruth 
— and that he in fact deserted them, and not they him. 

It will be reH'ollected that on being dismissed from his 
connection with Ministry by a coiittunptuous note from Lord 
jVorth in 1774, Mr. Fox joined in fact if not in form, that 
division of opposition of w'hich the IMarquis of Kockingham 
was chief, and Mr. Burke the efficient leader and soul in 
the House of Commons. Ilis admiration of the latter, which 
even at this time w'as unre.served, as well perhaps as a family 
disinclination to arrange himself under the banners of his 
father’s former adversary Lord Chatham who led the other 
branch of the Minority, might have strengthened tl)is deter- 
mination. But in point of fact the Kockingham party con- 
tained by far the greater portion of talents, as well as of 
numbers ; in its general principles he j)rofessed his w’arm 
acquiescence ; and it promised the readiest road to power. 
A direct junction with it was therefore the most obvious 
step which an ambitious man in furtherance of his own 
views, could take. Mr. Burke in a friendly, and indeed 
affectionate letter already alluded to, wTitten to him in 
Ireland, October 1777, aud beginning A/y dear Charles, 
instead of attempting to bias his choice of political friends 
by undue persuasion, expressly says “ l)o not be in haste. 
Lay your foundations deep in {)ublic opinion. Though (as 
you are sensible) I hjive never given you the least hint of 
advice about joining yourself in a declared connexion wdth 
our party, nor do I now' ; yet as I love that party very w ell, 
and am clear that you are better able to serve them than 
any man I know' ; 1 wish that things should be so kept as to 
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leave you mutually very open to one another in all changes 
and contingencies ; and I wish this the rather, because in 
order to be very great, as I am anxious you should be 
(always presuming that you are disposed to make a good 
use of power), you will certainly want some better support 
than merely that of the crown.” The choice of political 
associates was therefore voluntary, no doubt wisely, at least 
deliberately, made by Mr. Eox. He acceded to the Bock- 
ingham party and to its principles. Ho dissented from it 
in no matter of moment ; on the contrary acknowledging 
after the death of the Marquis, the Duke of Portland and 
Earl Fitzwilliam as the new' heads of the connexion, and 
consulting them on all public measures until the occurrence 
of the French Bevolution, when his \dew's either changed, or 
when the cliaiige became obvious to his coadjutors. 

By tliis time however, he had formed a considerable party 
of his own. He had gathered around him a number of 
ingenious and able men, many of them young, some of them 
almost grown up under his eye in Parliament, who attracted 
by the splendour of his talents and reputation, eagerly 
sought his friendship, embraced his oj)inions, and disre- 
garding or not acknowledging any other influence, looked to 
him alone as their leader. In ri*turn for this attachment he 
probably found it necessary to accommodate some of 
his opinions to theirs. The eventful scenes passing in 
France being w'cll caleidated to engage in their favour the 
ardent feelings of these friends as wt*ll as his owm to a con- 
siderable degree, in addition to the hope of strong 2)Opular 
supj)ort, the reaction of such mingled feelings and expecta- 
tions upon each other ])robablv produced that degree of heat 
in the cause he had now' embraced, and that dissent from his 
more ancient connections, which had hitherto been evident 
only on the single question of parliamentary reform. It 
w'as also urged by adherents, that his views of j^ublic affairs 
were more on a level with the free spirit of the age than those 
of Burke, who w as represent(*d as fettered by old systems and 
prejudices, and too strong an adherence to the notions of the 
aristocracy in inattiTs of government. Whatever be the 
cause, just at this critical moment Mr. Fox appeared to push 
to excess in theory, and seeming ap])roval in practice, 
doctrines which the Old AVhigs, as w ell as others, conceived 
to be at variance with sound discretion. “ In my journey 
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with them through life,’* said Burke, “ I met Mr. Fox in 
my road, and I travelled with him very cheerfully as long as 
he appeared to me to pursue the same direction with those 
in W’hose company I set out. In the latter stage of our 
progress a new scheme of liberty and equality was produced 
in the world, whicli eitlicr dazzled his imagination, or was 
suited to some new walks of ambition which were then 
opened to his view. The whole frame and fashion of his 
politics appeared to liave suffered about that time a very 
material alteration.” 

Allegiance being tlius virtually withdrawn from the ac- 
knowledged heads of the party, they w ere no longer considted 
on any of his measures. In Parliament he treated w'ith as- 
perity or ridicule their opinions and fears for the public safety. 
Still, w ith the exception of Mr. Burke and a few* others, the 
majority w’ere unw illing to come to an open rupture ; dis- 
inclined to quit, they yet knew not how’ witli propriety or 
satisfaction to themselves to continue to act w ith him ; and 
it was not one of the least curious anomalies of the time to 
hear many w ho gave him their votes and general support in 
the House, condemn th(*ir own votes and all his proceedings 
in detail, the moment they quitted it. The gi'iieral belief 
W’as, that as time developed the crimes of the nwolutionists, 
so would his view's and opinions amend. More than three 
years’ experience how'ever convinced the more influential 
members that this co-operation was not to be expected. 
The junction with government therefore took place ; but 
the deliberate consideration tiiat preceded, and the pecuniary 
arrangements w hich attended it so far as he w as concerned, 
left him without the slightest cause for complaint. It was 
therefore incorrect on the part of his partizaus to accuse 
them of de.serting him, when the contrary fact was nearer 
to truth. They w'ere tiie head of the connection ; to their 
system he had on amjile consideration acceded ; and if he 
found cause to dissent from the general principles w hich had 
always influenced their course, the difierence could not bo 
justly laid to their charge. 

The conduct of this body at the moment displaced any- 
thing rather than undue eagerness for power. They had 
kept aloof for a long period. The first determination ot 
the Duke of Portland and Mr. AVindham w as not to accept 
of office, believing that more support might be given to 
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government by an open and uninfluenced vote in Parliament 
than by becoming officially connected with it — a disinterested 
and patriotic idea certainly, but not perhaps a very sound 
conclusion in the business of governing a kingdom. Mr. 
Burke soon taught them, and was enabled to teach them, 
better ; for long and hardly-earned experience had satisfied 
him in his own case if in no other, how comparatively 
useless are the most splendid talents and the best intentions 
without the possession of power to give them effect. It is 
to his honour that the handsome annuity settled by the 

E arty on Mr. Pox previous to their final separation, met with 
is warm approval. Several attempts had been previously 
made by mutual friends to bring these distinguished men to 
something like their former intimacy ; but Burke observed 
that it would be mere mockery to meet in a formal interview, 
when their radical diffidences of political principle, precluded 
either unity of feeling or of action. “ My separation from 
Mr. Fox,” said lie, “ is a principle, and not a passion ; I 
hold it a sacred duty while the present disorganizing system 
continues in operation in Europe, to confirm what 1 have 
said and written against it by this sacrifice, and it is no 
trilling test of my sincerity. I’o me the loss is great ; but 
to what purpose would bo our meeting when our views and 
conduct continue so essentially at variance ? I could take 
no delight Avith him, nor he probably with me.” 

A calamity uoav overtook him of the most grievous as well 
as unexpected description, Avhich all his religion and philo- 
sophy Avere in vain exerted to surmount, and Avhich fell with 
additional weight from being so shortly preceded by the loss 
of his brother. This was the death of his son, Mr. Richard 
Burke, on the 2nd of August, 179 i, at the early age of 
thirty-six. His hcaltli, although for some time in an un- 
settled state, AA^as far from ])roviug a source of serious 
uneasiness to the fond and sanguine father, who looked for- 
ward with pleasure to the moment when, by his OAvn retire- 
ment from Parliament, he should be enabled to give him 
that opportunity for taking part in public afiairs to wdiich 
he conceived his talents in every way equal. Accordingly, 
immediately after he had A^acated his seat, they both 

E roceeded to Malton ; and the return of his son for the 
orough, according to his anxious desire, took place. The 
latter on the next day, addressed an aflectionate letter to 
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his cousin, now become Mrs. Haviland. “ J cannot let this 
post, which is the first after my election, go out without 
assuring you of m^ most aftectionate remembrance, and 
giving you the satislnctiou of receiving one of my first franks, 
as I am sure there is no person who takes a more sincere 
interest in any good event that can befall me. I should 
have written to you from London, but that the hurry I was 
in for some days before I left town rendered it nearly im- 
possible. We have been much gratified by Captain llaviland’s 
constant correspondence from Tonbridge and by your very 
good letters, which show how little excuse you had for writ- 
ing so little before. But I see you are resolvt'd to get rid 
of all your faults, which were, however, neither numerous 
nor important ones.” 

The father was further gratified b}’ having him appointed 
secretary to his friend Earl Fitzwilliiim, the new viceroy of 
Ireland. At a dinner given to several friends on their return 
to town, he was anticipating for him, wholly unconscious of 
the impending danger, a brilliant cai eer of service in that 
country, although the guests present viewed his hectic and 
disordered countenance with very diflerent emotions. None 
of these, notwithstanding their intimacy, ventured to express 
their fears. Neither did tlie physicians think it prudent to 
alarm the unsuspecting parent bj' premature disclosure, in 
case of the disease which w as judged to be incipient decline, 
proving very lingering; Dr. Erocklesby giving it as his 
opinion from thorough acquaintance with the strong paternal 
affection and sensitive feelings of Mr. Burke, that a know- 
ledge of tlie real nature of the disease and consequent 
danger, w^ould probably prove fatal to him sooner than to 
the patient. Cromwell House at Brompton, was however 
taken by their advice, to be in the air and y(*t near to town 
preparatory to his jouriu*y to Ireland. Here he became 
rapidly worse. Concealment being no longer possible, the 
melancholy truth was at length communicated, just a week 
before the fatal event occurred, to the afllicted parents ; and 
the father from that time till the fate of his offspring w’as 
decided, slept not, scarcely tasted food, or c(;ased from the 
most distressing lamentations ; seeming to justify the pre- 
diction of the physician, that had it been communicated to 
him sooner his own death might have been the result. 

In the closing scene itself there w ere some circumstances 
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sufficiently affecting. Of these Dr. Erencli Laurence, the 
civilian, and afterwards well known in Parliament, the inti- 
mate friend of Burke and a constant visitor at his house, 
must be the historian. Several of his letters, addressed to 
the senior Mrs. Haviland, descriptive of the melancholy 
scenes passing in the family exist, evincing all that feeling and 
commiseration w^hich one generous mind suffers in witnessing 
the affliction of another, and that other a great and admired 
man as well as an esteemed friend. He says, (August 1st, 
1794,) “ My dear Madam — As Dr. King undoubtedly com- 
municated to the melancholy contents of my yester- 
day’s letter, you will certainly be anxious to know whether 
another day has brought any new hope. There is a little, 
feeble and taint. The sentence is at least respited for a 
time. A second letter from Mr. Burk(i yesterday in the 
evening, informed me that the physicians ibrbade him to 
despair. At the same; time 1 received a note from Dr. 
Brocklesby, at whose house I had calk'd, and this morning 
I have S('en him. He says there is no such immediate 
danger as his father aj)j)rehends, but he fears the ultimate 
event. The disorder is a consumption, which has however 
not yt't actually reached the substance of the lungs, but 
has spread to the lower part of the trachea, as it is techni- 
cally called, or the wind])ipe. It is supposed to have ex- 
tended as far as the ])oiiit where the tube divides itself into 
tw o branches. The family arc with poor Kichard in country 
lodgings a tittk* beyond Brompton. It is a house of mourn- 
ing indeed, a scene of afilietion, Dr. Brocklesby says, almost 
too much for him, w ho as a physician is inured to these 
eights and in some degree callous to them. Mrs. Burke, he 
says, sustains herself nobly, to keep up the fortitude of her 
husband. ]\lr. Burke writes to me that she seeks tranquil- 
lity in prayer ; he is himself (as he tells me) almost dried 
up ; there is how ever, in his last letter, plainly a gleam of 
hope, and a tone of comjiarative calmness of spirit. The 
conclusion of his first letter was highly aftecting. He ended 
wdth an abrupt exclamation, “Oh! my brother died in 
time.” — Some of them wrote to William Burke yesterday; 
i should otherwise have written. The letter was franked I 
suppose by poor Eichard. — Present my best compliments 
to aU your society. I wTite in great haste. Adieu.” 

Again he writes, August 4th, death haWng unexpectedly 
occurred in the meantime — 
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“ When I shortly informed you of the melancholy event 
on Saturday, I was acquainted with the event, and nothing 
more, from the mouth of Dr. Brocklesby. Some of the par- 
ticulars I have since collected, as wtdi as I could ; and as 
every little circumstance must be interesting to you, who 
had known him from his infancy, I shall faithfully relate to 
you what I have heard. It may afflict you, but there is a 
pleasure in such sorrow, wliich he who cannot taste, deserves 
to be pitied. 

“ From my former letters to Dr. King and yourself, you 
know every thing till the night previous to his death. Dur- 
ing that night he was restless and discomposed. In the 
morning his lips were observed to have become black. His 
voice, however, was better, and for the first time since his 
attack on the preceding Monday, some ass(\s' milk and some 
other little sustenance which lie took, remaim‘d quietly on 
his stomach. But his father and mother did not suffer 
themselves to be too much flattered by these favourable 
symptoms, which might be, what they too surely proved to 
be in the event. Their lamentations reached him where he 
lay. He instantly arose from his bed, and to make his ema- 
ciated appearance less shocking to his parents, cluiiiged his 
linen and washed himself; he then desired IMr. and Mrs. 
Webster,* whose tender ear(‘ of him was unremitting, to 
support him towards the door of the room where his father 
and mother were sitting in tears. As soon as he arrived at 
the door, he exerted himself to spring forward* alone, and 
treading firmly, (as you remember w as his usual mode of 
w’alking, but then treading so more studiously for the pur- 
pose of convincing his father how little his strength was 
diminished) he crossed the room to the Avindow, iiiul after- 
'wards to the quarter where they were. lie endt'avoured to 
enter into conversation with his father, but grief keeping 
the latter silent, he said, after some observations on his own 
condition, “ Why, Sir, do you not chide me for these unmanly 
feelings ? I am under no terror ; I feel myself bettcT and 
in spirits, yet my heart flutters I know not wh}". Pray talk 
to me, Sir ; talk of religion, talk of morality, talk if you 
will on indifferent subjects.** Then turning round, he asked, 
“ What noise is that ? Does it rain ? Oh ! no ; it is the 


Old and faithful servants in the family. 
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rustling of the wind through the trees and immediately 
with a voice as clear as ever in his life, with the most correct 
and impressive delivery, and a more than common ease and 
grace of action, he repeated three beautiful lines from 
Adam’s morning hymn in Milton. You will certainly an- 
ticipate me in the lines ; they arc favourite lines of his 
father’s, and were so, as I recollect, of liis poor uncle, to 
whom he was then going with tliese very lines on his tongue. 

“ Ilis praise, ye winds, that from four quarters blow, 

]5reathe soft or loud; and wave your toj)8, ye pines, 

With ev’ry plant in sign of worship wave.” 

lie began again, and again pronounced the verses with the 
same happiness of elocution and gesture, waved his head in 
sign of worship, and worshipping, sunk into tlie arms of his 
parents as in a profound and sweet sleep. 

‘‘ Afflicted as I have been for this year past wuth the ap- 
prehension of this calamity, I now on cjilm consideration 
thank God for all the circumstances of his end ; since his 
departure was fixed in the inscrutable purposes of Provi- 
dence. I thank God, that his father and mother did not 
seriously feel liis danger till the last week of liis life ; I thank 
Him that tht'v liad some short time of preparation ; and 
1 thank Him also that they w(Te not doomed for whole 
months, as the physician had expected, to languish and con- 
sume themselves with una\ ailing sorrow over a beloved, and 
justly beloved son, dying by inches before their eyi‘s. 

“ The Infflaviour of our two poor remaining frienJs is such 
as might be expected from them by those who rightly know 
both their sensibility and strength of reason : though 
porhajis for the exertion of the latter under so severe a dis- 
pensation, we hardly gave them sufficient credit. During 
the first day, the father was at times, as 1 have heard, truly 
terrible in his grief. He occasionally worked himself up to 
air agony of affliction, and then bursting away from all 
control, would rush to the room w^here his son lay, and 
throw himself headlong, as it hajipened, on the body, the 
bed, or the floor. Yet at intervals he attended and gave 
directions relative to every little arrangement, which their 
situation rendered necessary, pleasing himself most with 
thinking what would be most consonant to the living wishes 
and affections of his lost son. At intervals too he would argue 
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against the ineffectual sorrow of his wife. She, on the other 
hand, sometimes broke into fits of violent weeping, sometimes 
showed a more quiet but a more determined grief, and at 
other times again a more serene composure than her husband. 
Instead of dashing herself down, like him, she only lamented, 
that when on Thursday, by an accidental fall, she sprained 
her wrist, ‘ it had not been her neck but when her husband 
attempted to persuade her, that she had no business still to 
remain in the house, she answered steadily, ‘ No, Edmund ; 
while he remains here I will not go.’ I am happy, however, 
to inform 3 ’ou that on Saturday evening she took ai\d gave 
a promise that neither of them would ever enter more the 
chamber where their son lay. They have repented ; both 
however have fulfilled their mutual promises, and she has 
consented, notwithstanding her resolution above mentioned, 
to leave the house this day. 

This letter is longer than I intended, or than my time 
can well afford. But you, 1 am sure, will not tliiuk it too 
minute; you will rather find ten thousand omissions of 
things, into which you would inquire ; and I perhaps could 
have added many things, if I had stopped to consider what 
I should write. Yet on the whole, if I can trust tlie in- 
fonnation of Mr. and Mrs. Nugent and Mrs. Carey, com- 
pared with what I received from the servant of our departed 
friend, I believe 1 have given you a sufficiently correct 
notion in general of the circumstances attending the fatal 
event, as well as tlie present situation of things in that 
miserable ruin of a family. On Saturda)^ I understand, 
that I shall probably be at Beaconsfield. — Oh ! Ood ! on 
what an occasion ! — perhaps for the last time, except in 
transient visits to those friends there, whom 1 shall ever 
esteem.” 

“P.S. I have just received a note from Dr. King. He 
says, ‘ none or little change yet for the better.’ Dupont, 
who brought it to me, tells me that after poor Bicbard sunk 
down, he was undressed, and put to bed, where poor Jane 
Burke, rubbing him with vinegar, or an}^ other such vain 
methods of recalling his fleeting spirit, received one last 
sigh, and with lier own hand then closed his eyes for ever.” 

On the 7th August he says : — * 

“ At last I have seen poor Burke. His grief was less 
intolerable than I had supposed. He took me by surprise, 
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or I should then have avoided him. He told me he was 
bringing his mind by degrees to his miserable situation, and 
he lamented that he went to see his son after death, as the 
dead countenance has made such an impression on his 
imagination that he cannot retrace in his memory the 
features and air of his living Kichard. He did not stay 
long in the room, but from Dr. King, whom I also saw last 
night for the first time, I learned more particulars. He 
confirmed the accounts which I gave you in my former 
letters, with some slight differences. His father was alone 
in the room when he walked in as I informed you, but the 
subsequent conversation did not pass there. After staying 
a very short time, poor Richard returned to his bed-chamber 
and laid himself on his bed. It w’as then the conversation 
took place in presence of both his parents, and when he 
asked if it rained, his father, and not himself, explained 
what the cause really was — the wind rustling through the 
trees. On which, after twice repeating the lines from 
Milton, he sunk into the arms of his parents, and a short 
struggle ensuing, !Mrs. Burke was prevailed upon to retire, 
till Dr. King announced to her that all was over. Tester- 
day, for the first time, ]\Jr. and Mrs. Burke ate their dinner; 
but he with more appetite comparatively than she did. He 
has in general slept pretty well. She 1 believe not so well. 
William Burke has come, but has not yet seen them. He 
weeps like a child. 

“ I went or sent yesterday to all the newspapers, and got 
promises that the paragraph* should not be inserted. At 
one place I learn that it actually was cut out for the 
purpose of being inserted. At the Herald office I was 
told that it came from a correspondent in the country, 
and that it was in a female hand-writing. They assured 
me that they would stop and send to me any thing in 
future communicated to them on the same subject, if any 
such should reach them ; at the same time they observed 
that they could not answer that they might not put iu 
paragraphs from the same quarter, which being distant 
allusions, they might not understand, though the lady and 

* The purport of this parag^raph does not appear, but it probably related 
to some of the oiroumstauces connected with the loss the family had just 
experienced. 

2 n 
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myself, as well as our friends, might very weU know what 
was meant.” 

A few days afterwards (12th August) some further 
particulars are given. 

“ At last I have had the pleasure (I may truly say under 
the circumstances), of seeing our dear Mrs. Burke ; and I 
have the satisfaction of informing you that I found her 
better than I was taught to expect. After the first meeting 
she was more composed than he, or she played her part 
more naturally in order not to discompose him. When I 
separated from her arms, he took me by the hand, and 
spoke to me with a tone of artificial and laborious fortitude : 
she saw through the disguise and gently reproved him for 
not supporting himself as he promised. She entered 
occasionally with apparent sincerity into some of the topics 
of consolation, upon which I touched a little, when any 
expressions of his seemed to render them necessary ; and 
occasionally she took part in the general topics of conversa- 
tion which were introduced. But once when he had walked 
to the other end of the room, and once when he was reading 
to himself, she raised her hands and cast upward at the 
same time a piteous look of silent affliction, liis mind 
seemed to be more fully engaged than hers by tlie general 
conversation, but he had frequent, though not excessive 
bursts of grief. I was very much delighted with one thing 
w'hich I heard, Mrs. Burke, who for three nights had 
taken a gentle opiate, omitted it on Sunday night, and slept 
well without it. She assured me too that the complaint in 
her limbs was at present better. I w^as told by him, that 
they had read a good deal in the course of the day, which 
I very much approved. On my asking when they would go 
into the country, she turned to him, who answered, when- 
ever she pleased. She then said some time in the course of 
the week. I expressed a desire to go with them, but she 
only said, without any direct yes or no, that they should 
have some business. At parting, be begged me to come as 
much to him as I could. It was however so much the 
request of poor William and Mrs. Nugent at Beaconsfield 
that I would come, that my plan is at all events to come to 
you for a few days; or if the Captain and Mrs. Thomas 
Haviland take up their abode with you, then to take 
possession of his house. I can then be at Butler’s Court 
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all the day or the greatest part of it, as may be useful and 
most convenient. I beg you will not think it necessary to 
give yourself the trouble of an answer, but arrange things 
at your discretion for the best against Thursday, or what- 
ever day we may come.” 

Next day he finished this distressing detail by the 
following : — 

“ Yesterday evening I was happy again to learn that our 
poor Jane Burke had slept well without the aid of medicine. 
Mr. Burke was somewhat lower, which a little affected her, 
but I think it was only the natural progress of his grief, 
settling regularly from sudden bursts mingled with intervals 
of forced composure, into a more even and sober melancholy. 
They talked of removing to Butler’s Court on Friday, but 
said nothing inviting me wdth them. I shall therefore come, 
and on reflection, to Captain Haviland’s house, as I bring 
papers with me to occupy my leisure minutes. If I should 
not see your sou, 1 presume you have authority sufficient to 
give me possession. As you heard the contents of a letter* 
which I wrote from your house, I hold it duo to my truly 
noble friend that you should also know the answer. It 
bears in every respect the express image of his mind. He 
explains to me his silence when Dr. W. King mentioned to 

him his letter to Lord -. He says that he never has 

asked Lord , or any friend of his. own who possesses the 

same sort of parliamentary interest, and makes the same use 
of it that Lord does, a syllable respecting the destina- 

tion of it. And this is a fixed principle with him. This 
W’as the reason of his taking no immediate notice of what 
Dr. King told him. He then passes to the general part 
of my letter, and informs me, ‘ He is glad to know that 
Parliament is my wish, because he will endeavour to con- 
tribute to its accomplishment, although he cannot speak 
with precision as to the mode or time of eftecting it, and he 
hopes it is useless to assure me that he cannot have a 
greater pleasure than in testifying to mo and the world the 
friendship which he feels for me.’ It gives me the most 
lively satisfaction on reflection, to be able to say, that what 
I expressed in my letter to him I sincerely felt. I had no 

• To Mr. Burke ; which expressed his wish to get into Parliament, and 
remotely hinted at the exertion of his influence to aid him iu the attempt. 
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doubt of his friendship— 1 write in great haste. — Adieu till 
we meet.’* 

The son thus deeply lamented had always conducted him- 
self with so much filial duty and aflection towards both 
parents, and especially in soothing the unavoidable irritations 
to which his father was subjected by the prominent part 
he took in public affairs, as to sharpen the natural feelings 
of sorrow of the parent, by reflecting that he had also lost a 
counsellor and friend. Their confidence on all subjects was 
even more unreserved than commonly prevails between 
father and son, and their esteem for each other if possible 
higher. The son looked to the father as one of the first, if 
not the very first, character in history. The father had 
formed the very highest opinion of the talents of the son, 
and among his friends rated them superior to his own. He 
had enlarged the house at Beaconstield for his particular 
pursuits and accommodation ; he consulted him for some 
years before his death on almost every subject whether of a 
public or private nature that occurred ; and very often 
followed his judgment in preference to his own where 
they happened to differ. The deceased possessed much 
knowledge, firmness and decision of cliaracter, united with 
strict integrity of mind. The loss of such a companion and 
confidant ; the unexpected and irremediable destruction of 
hoj)es entertained of his advancement and fame, and as an 
only child, the consequent extinction of the hopes of de- 
scendants to continue his name, was naturally felt with 
excessive poignancy. It shook his frame so fearfull}’’, that 
though the iutcllectaal energies continued unimpaired, his 
bodily powers rapidly declined. He never afbervs'ards could 
bear to look toward Beaconsfield Church, the place of inter- 
ment ; nor was this beloved son for any length of time ever 
absent from his mind excepting when engaged in literary com- 
position, which therefore became rather a relief than labour. 
The Bishop of Meath (O'Beime) used to say, that the first 
time he had an opportunity of seeing him after the melancholy 
event, he was shocked to absence the change produced in his 
appearance. The countenance displayed traces of decay and 
of extreme mental anguish, the chest had obviously sunk, and 
altogether exhibited the appearance of one bowed down both 
in frame and in spirit by the severest affliction. 

Nearly all his private letters and publications written after 
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this time contain many and pathetic allusions to his loss ; 
and in conversation 'were still more frequent. He called 
the departed “ the hope of his house,” “ the prop of his age,” 

“ his other and better self.” Writing to a relative on the 
birth of a son, he said, “ may he live to be the staff of your 
age, and close your eyes in peace, instead of, like me, re- 
versing the order of nature and having the melancholy office 
to close /«>.” To Mr. (the late Baron) Smith he 'writes ; 

“ So heavy a calamity has fallen upon me as to disable me for 
business and to disqualify me for repose. The existence I 
have I do not know that I can call life * *. Good nights 
to you — I never can liave any.” In a private letter to the 
same gentleman, he says, “ Yes ; the life which has been so 
embittered cannot long endure. Tiie grave will soon close 
over me and my dejections.” To Sir Hercules Langrishe 
he talks of the remainder of his “ short and cheerless exist- 
ence in this world.” To Lord Auckland, he says, “ For 
myself or for my family (alas ! I have none) I have nothing 
to hope or to fear in this world.” The Lei ter to a noble Lord 
speaks of the “ sorrows of a desolate old man.” And again, 

“ The storm has gone over me ; and I lie like one of those 
old oaks which the late hurricane has scattered about me. 1 
am stripped of all my honours ; I am torn up by the roots 
and lie prostrate on the earth.” ‘‘ I am alone. I have none 
to meet my enemies in the gate. I greatly deceive myself 
if in this hard season of life 1 would give a peck of refuse 
wheat for all that is called fame and hoiiour in the world.” 
To Mr. William Elliot, he writes, “ desolate at home, stripped 
of my boast, my hope, my consolation, my helper, my coun- 
sellor, and my guide You kno'w in part what I have 
lost, and would to God I could clear myself of all neglect 
and fault in that loss,” and numberless others of a similar 
sorrowful import are scattered through his subsequent 
writings. It was a matter of small consideration that 
except for this hea'vy ailliction Mr, Burke was to have been 
raised to the honours of the peerage ; but iuiinn, childless, 
and desponding, every feeling of ambition became extin- 
guished in his breast as the preceding expressions plainly 
intimate. Notwithstanding this, perhaps the honour should 
have been bestowed and accepted. It would have been a 
satisfaction if not to himself, at least to his friends and to 
his admirers as a testimony of national gratitude to a man 
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of sncli singular and varied talents exerted witli extraordinary 
vigour in every department of the public service ; and as a 
passport to the greater favour and consideration of that 
numerous class of the community (and those too not of the 
least rank or influence), who would estimate at a very dif- 
ferent value the exertions and services of plain Mr. Burke, 
and those of Lord Burke or Lord Beaconsfield. 

In person, young Burke was neither so tall nor so muscular 
as his father, but well formed and active, his features smaller 
and more delicate, though handsome and expressive, supposed 
to bear some resemblance to those of his uncle Richard, and 
his complexion florid. A picture of him by Sir Joshua 
Reynolds is an admirable likeness, “ as exact,” said a literary 
lady, a friend of the famil>% who saw it at the painter’s before 
it was sent home, “ as the reflection of a mirror.” From 
this portrait his father, soon after his death, caused a print 
to be engraved, which preserves much of the spirit ot the 
original. Underneath it, after his name, age, and the date 
of his death, are the following lines, altered in a slight degree 
from Dry den’s elegiac poem of Eleonora — 

“ As precious gums are not for common fire, 

They but perfume the tem])le and expire ; 

So was he soon exhaled and banished hence, 

A short sweet odour at a vast expense.” 

Adding to these, as at once characteristic of his grief and his 
pride, 

“ 0 dolor atque decus.”* 

An affectionate but not overchanged character of his friend 
— ^for whom Opposision said the Clerkship of the Pells had 
been once designed — was drawn up for the newspapers by 
Dr. Walker King. Letters of sympathy and condolence 
came in from many quarters, among the more distinguished 
of which were those of the Comte D’ Artois, Count De Serent, 

• He wag disposed to believe in some indisposition on the part' of 
those in power to bring* bis son forward in public life. The hint is dropped 
in the letter to Mr. William Elliot, 17U6. *' Had it pleased Providence to 

have -pared him for the trying situations that seem to be coming on, not- 
withstanding that he was sometimes a little fii«}nrited by the disposition 
Tidnch we thought shown to depress him and set him aside ; yet he was 
always buoyed up again ; and on one or two occasions, he discovered 
what might be expected fnnn the vigour and elevation of his mind, from 
his unconquerable fortitude, and from the extent of his resources for every 
purpose of speculation and of action.” 



1794. 


ms OTimoTX OF the wae. 


407 


Earl Fitzwilliam, Mr. Grattan, Mr. Windham, and other 
acquaintance in political life. Several were deterred from 
expressing their feelings by the pain to the parent inse- 
parable from touching on such a subject, or in the expressive 
words of Count Do Serent — “ I felt tiiat tliough I had incli- 
nation, I had no right to mix my grief with yours. I stood 
mute before the grief of a father !” 

Toward the earlier part of this year, he had been sum- 
moned by the Duke of Portland to a meeting of Old Whigs 
to discuss public affairs in relation to their conduct in Parlia- 
ment and to Government, tiis general correspondence does 
not appear to have been extensive. To Mr. Windham, he 
wrote, condemning the non-employment of Frenchmen for 
French objects ; to Mrs. Crewe on the state of the emigrants ; 
to his son expressing some hope tliat Fox may join the mode- 
rates of the Whigs, though “ the last thing in the world which 
Fox wdll do is to reconcile himself to me,” — and to Mr. 
Woodford, who communicated to him for consideration a 
paper alleged to contain the sentiments of IMr. Fox on the 
cause and principles of the war, though Burke doubted 
whether it was expressi)’ meant for his eye or not. ide sees 
however, he says, no material variation in it from that gen- 
tleman’s former opinions ; he does not ivishhim for an adver- 
sary, but cannot agree for a moment in his belief that ])eace 
is or w^as practicable ; and then restates his own opinion, so 
remarkably fullilled by its deadly nature and progress — 
“ cannot persuade myself that this war bears any the least 
resemblance, other than it is a war, to any that has ever 
existed in the world. I cannot persuade myself that any 
examples or any reasonings draw n from other w^ars and other 
politics are at all applicable to it ; and I truly and sincerel y 
think tliat all other wars and all other politics have been the 
games of children in comparison to it.” 


CIIAPTEE XIV. 

Rumoured appointment to the l*rovostship of Trinity College, Dublin^ 
Bishop of Auxerre — Grant of a Pension — Correspondence with Mr. 
William Smith — Second Letter to Sir Hercules Langrishe — Letter to Mr. 
William Elliott — Letters to Mrs. Huviland— Letter to Lord Auckland — 
Thoughts on Scarcity — Anecdotes — Letter to a Noble Lord. 

Exteeme as was the grief or rather despair for an only 
and beloved son, eflbrts were not wanting on his own x)art 
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to overcome it. One of the first arose from a general 
rumour in Ireland regarding himself, that of the intention 
of Ministers being to make him Provost of Trinity College, 
Dublin. He immediately wrote ofi* to Mr. Windham to say, 
that were such design even intended, he would not accept it 
— that no favour or arrangement of Government should give 
it to any one out of the body of Fellows— and then “ for a 
thousand reasons, only to an ecclesiastic.” Such an office, 
he reiterated to the Duke of Portland, should never be made 
as it had been made, and as most things in Ireland were made, 
a job — and that the recommendation of the members of the 
Collegiate body, not that of the local administration, should 
alone determine the choice. Some letters on this subject 
were also exchanged with Grattan. 

Strong no less in grateful than in other feelings, he 
understood about this time that the Bishop of Auxerre, who, 
as we have seen, had been kind to his son in France more 
than twenty years before, was with his brother Viscount De 
Cice and nephews, as emigrants, pressed for tlie means of 
existence. He contrived, however, amid his own serious 
straits to send one of them (Abbe l)e La Biutiiinaye) fifty 
pounds — confessing to having raised the money with diffi- 
culty. In real life, as in fiction, we sometimes meet with 
the due fulfilment of poetical justice ; and the present 
proved one of these agreeable occasions. Nearly at the 
moment of performing this act of generosity, a letter arrived 
from Mr. Pitt, announcing in the following terms the con- 
sideration extended by the Crown to his long and meritorious 
service. — 

“ Downing Street, August 30Ui, 1794. 

“ Deae Sib, — I have received the King’s permission to 
acquaint you that it is His Majesty’s intention to propose to 
Parliament in the next Session to enable His Majesty to 
confer on you an annuity more proportioned to His Majesty’s 
sense of your public merit than any which His Majesty can 
at present grant ; but being desirous in the interval not to 
leave you without some, though inadequate mark of the 
sentiments and dispositions which His Majesty entertains to- 
wards you, he has further directed me to prepare an immediate 
grant out of the Civil list of ^€1200 per annum (being the 
largest sum which His Majesty is entitled to fix) either in 
your own name or in that of Mrs. Burke as may be most 
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agreeable to you. I shall be happy to learn your decision 
on this subject, that I may have the satisfaction of taking 
the necessary steps for carrying llis Majesty's intentions 
into immediate execution.—! have the honour to be, with 
great esteem and regard, dear Sir, your most faithful and 
obedient servant, W. Pitt." 

A second communication about three weeks afterward 
mentions that the annuity should commence from January, 
1793 ; and that as the remaining part of the arrangement 
required the sanction of Parliament — “it will be a very 
honourable and gratifying part of my duty to take the first 
opportunity of conveying the King’s recommendation for 
carrying it into eftect." The intention thus voluntarily an- 
nounced by the Minister — for no apj)lication whatever had 
been made on the part of Mr. Burke — he did not exactly fulfil ; 
— on what account is not known, l^ut he advised the King to 
grant in lieu of the Parliamentary provision, £2500 per annum 
in annuities for lives payable out of the West Indian four and 
a half per cent fund, then at the disposal of the Crown, in 
order to enable Mr. Burke to discharge some serious debts 
contracted during a long course of important tliough un- 
requited public duties. Tlie measure was not finally settled 
till October, 1795. liis Majesty, not ]\lr. Pitt, is said to 
have been its first proj)oser. But the manner in which it 
came, formed no object of consideration with the jiarty hold- 
ing opposite political views. The simple fact of being accepted 
was deemed sufiicient to justify unworthy animadversion iji 
Parliament ; while from tlio h‘ss respectable portion of party 
writers in newspapers and pamphlets came rancorous abuse 
and the most ungenerous imputations, persevered in long 
after his death, and even to a recent period by the more 
furious and irreclaimable revolutionary spirits of the day. 

It was in vain to urge that it had been deserved by 
lengthened and very remarkable public services — by personal 
disinterestedness on many occasions — by surrendering about 
£20,000 per annum as his perquisites from tlie Pay Office 
— by his economical Beform bill which for twelve years past 
had saved the country nearly £80,000 annually in hard 
money, as well as the extinction of ofiices which might have 
been converted to undue influence in Parliament — by refor- 
mation of the Pay Oflice in guarding against serious deficits 
BO frequently experienced there, and rendering available to 
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the public service about £100,000, tlic frequent amount of 
the balance in hand — and if for nothing else, by his exertions 
against the revolutionary opinions of the day ; which in the 
general belief warded oft' the most imminent peril with which 
the constitution of the country had been threatened since the 
time of James II. These latter labours however, so difierent 
are political tastes, seemed to constitute his sole offence in the 
eyes of former coadjutors and admirers. They had no other 
charge indeed to allege against him : and the acceptance of 
the pension was considered as the consummation of the 
crime. The heat of the moment caused them to forget that 
a pension is the usual and most open and honourable mode 
of rewarding great abilities devoted to the advancement of 
public good : that if receiving it v ere a proof of corruption, 
tew of their own friends at that moment but were equally 
corrupt ; and that in fact tried by this standard of purity, 
there was scarcely a single honest public name not excepting 
Lord Chatham himself, to be founa in our annals. Against 
those effusions of irritation ratluT than of good sense, good 
feeling, or sound argument, Mr. Burke had to place a public 
life of thirty years of unsullied purity, which, in the language 
of an eminent Whig wlien alluding to the fact, “was proof 
against his own embarrassed circumstances.” 

The effects of clamour and abuse, right or wrong, when 
perseveringly continued, are for a time not inconsiderable. 
Some even of his admirers began to doubt the propri(‘ty of 
accepting the boon, among whom was the anonymous author 
of the “ Pursuits of Literature,” who though convinced, as 
he said, that no man ever better or possibly so well deserved 
public rew ard, seems inclined to think he ought not to have 
received it, in order to avoid the possibility of imputation 
upon his motives. This is a refinement of fastidiousness not 
to be looked for, scarcely to be desired, in the affairs of the 
world ; and which if attended to, would preclude most public 
servants from experiencing any thing like public gratitude. 
If a statesman has honourably earned rew^ard ; if it be 
honourably offered to his acceptance ; and if he be from the 
nature of his private circumstances really in w’ant of it, w hy 
it may be asked should the benefit not be received ? W ould 
it not indicate weakness rather than strength of mind to be 
frighted from it by vulgar abuse, or by waiting to obtain 
that which never was, and never can be received by any man 
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— universal assent to his deserts ? Or is it meant to be 
maintained, that the insignificant in talents, the worthless 
and inefficient members of the state, or those who are already 
rich and do not want it, are alone to profit by the public 
bounty ? “ The word pension,** said Lord Macartney, a 

statesman of experience and of unspotted integrity even in 
India when India was a hot bed of temptation even to sturdy 
virtue, “ gives great ofience to some gentlemen ; but for my 
part I have lived too much in the world to suffer myself to 
be imposed upon by a word or a name. In every other 
country of Europe, a pension is considered the most honour- 
abhi recompense which a subject can enjoy — I speak of free 
countries, such for instance as Sweden.* ^ * A. pension is 
infinitely more honourable than a sinecure office : the one 
loudly speaks its meaning, but the other hypocritically lurks 
under a supposition of duty wlicre there is nothing to do.** 
His Lordship might have added, that however customary in 
England to rail against pensions whether well or ill bestowed, 
most men when they have the opportunity find it convenient 
to accept them. 

For some months after his afflicting loss, the mind of Mr. 
Burke was too seriously hurt to take so active an interest as 
hitherto in most questions connected with public affairs ; 
nor did his friends deem it decorous to intrude upon the 
privacies of a grief so profound by solicitations for his 
opinion. But as time began to work its usual influence, 
return to the consideration of things which had long been a 
species of daily aliment to him, was eagerly desired as serving 
to counteract the intrusion of more melancholy thoughts. 
His direct communications with Ministry however, in a great 
degree ceased with the life of his sou, his influence on general 
opinion being now exerted through the influential channel 
of the press, and therefore wholly public. 

The question of Homan Catholic Emancipation occupied 
then a large share of the attention of the statesmen of Eng- 
land and Ireland. In the latter country, as being chiefly 
concerned in the result, it was necessarily more warmly 
debated. The late concessions there, the continued exertions 
of Mr. Grattan, and the inflammatory state of politics even 
in England, altogether producing in many a conviction of 
its necessity ; in others as strong an aversion to any further 
indulgence. An appeal to Mr. Burke from several friends 
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in Dublin whose opinions were either not fully formed, or 
who wished their doubts on the matter entirely resolved, wap 
therefore made. Amon^ the number was his young friend, 
Mr. William Smith. He had now secured a seat in the 
legislature of his country ; and being further placed in the 
not uncommon position in Ireland of having one parent of 
the Protestant and the other of the Eoman Catholic faith, 
and brought up a Protestant himself, he considered it no 
less desirable than just to gain from such a man all the 
additional light that could be thrown upon the subject, in 
order to be himself enabled to act wisely and conscientiously 
towards his religion, towards his parent as one of the 
less favoured persuasion, and towards his country. 

The letter penned on this occasion he was good enough to 
communicate to the writer of this work. It enters fully into 
the subject, with great ability and freedom from undue bias ; 
but the settlement of that important question after some 
editions of this work had been published, precludes the 
necessity of detailed notice here further than as an incident 
in the life of his great correspondent, to whom he says — “ I 
am about to make a very usual return for great kindness, by 
imposing a further tax on him from whom 1 have received it. 
The funds however on which I draw, whatever modesty or 
prudence may induce you to allege, arc universally known to 
oe abundant. Besides, what I ask for is advice ; in giving 
w hich you can enrich me without impoverishing yourself.*’ 

The reply of Mr. Burke bears date January 29th, 1795, 
and being handed about in Dublin, found its way into the 
press, though w ithout permission of the WTiter or his corres- 
pondent. He does not enter into the question w^ith all the 
minuteness perhaps which was solicited, but gives his views 
upon it generally, and pleads for the removal of the whole of 
the disabilities of the lioman Catholic body. Speaking of their 
religion, he applies to it the language and consideration of 
statesmen — that as the faith of four-fifths of the community 
of the country it should not be hostilcly treated — ^that as a 
thing in itself irremoveable by either force or possibly persua- 
sion, it should be the business of w isdom not to bicker and 
contend with, but to make the most of it. II e urges unanimity 
upon the Christian world as now more than ever necessary 
when the foundations of Christianity itself were attacked ; 
and that w ere it possible to dispute, rail, and persecute the 
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Eoman Catholics out of their prejudices, it is not probable 
they would take refuge in ours, but rather in an indifference 
to all religion ; and that were the Catholic religion destroyed 
by infidels, it is absurd to suppose that the Protestant 
church could long endure. “ All the principal religions in 
Europe,’* he says, “ stand upon one common bottom. The 
support, that the whole, or the favoured parts, may have in 
the secret dispensations of Providence, it is impossible to 
say ; but humanly speaking, they are all prescriptive 
religions. They have all stood long enough to make 
prescription, and its chain of legitimate prejudices, their 
main stay. The people, who compose the four grand 
divisions of Christianity, have now their religion as an habit, 
and upon authority, and not on disputation ; as all men, 
who have their religion derived from their parents and the 
fruits of education must have it; however the one, more 
than the other, may be able to reconcile his faith to his 
own reason, or to that of other men.” 

The measures of concession meant to benefit Ireland by the 
new Lord Lieutenant Earl Fitzwilliam, being disapproved by 
the English ministry, the disagreement unhappily produced 
his recall ; and the ferment occasioned by this impolitic 
act ultimately terminated in the rebellion. The dislike of the 
King to iavour Komanists was probably stronger than that 
of IMinisters, though less known or not publicly avowed 
until a subsequent period. Heated discussions were in the 
mean time carried on in Dublin in public assemblages of the 
Catholics and anli-Catholics ; the former in Erancis-street, 
the latter in Colli'ge Green. A warm debate on the subject 
had likewise taken place in the Irish House of Commons. 
In this situation Mr. Burke wrote his Second Letter to Sir 
Hercules Langrishe who had sent him his speech on the 
occasion, in which several new arguments are urged to 
support the view of it which he and his friend the baronet 
had taken. His feelings on the change in the Irish ad- 
ministration were of the most desponding nature, — and much 
more in pri^'ate conversation than he thought proper to 
publish. “ I really thought,” he writes in this letter, ‘‘ that 
in the total of the late circumstances with regard to persons, 
to things, to principles, and to measures, was to be found a 
conjuncture favourable to the introduction and to the per- 
petuation of a general harmony, producing a general strength, 
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which to that hour Ireland was never so happy as to enjoy. 
My sanguine hopes are blasted ; I must consign my feeling 
on that terrible disappointment to the same patience lu 
which I have been obliged to bury the vexation I suffered on 
the defeat of the other great, just, and honourable causes, in 
which I have had some share ; and which have given more 
of dignity than of peace and advantage to a long and 
laborious life.” 

Immediately after this letter had been- dispatched he 
thought it necessary to defend himself from an attack of 
the Duke of Norfolk in the House of Lords, who in the 
debate concerning Earl Eitzwilliam, took occasion to advert 
to him hy name as the cause of that nobleman’s secession 
from the party. The number, variety, and magnitude of Mr. 
Burke’s talents, he said, were known, and he fully admitted 
them all ; but they had not been put to a right use. By the 
book which he had published he had provoked dangerous 
replies, particularly tliat of Mr. Paine ; vet he continued to 
wage war against principles and against the spirit and 

the securities of freedom. The answer, which is couched 
in a strain of sarcastic humour, forms a Letter to William 
Elliot y Esq, He confesses he is somewhat obstinate in 
adhering to the opinions and part}^ with which he set out 
in life, instead of being lectured into the new opinions of a 
new party, some of whom were not born into the world and 
all the others were children, when he entered into the con- 
nexion — that he continues somewhat purblind to the bless- 
ings of French freedom, and must persevere in the path 
he had chosen, that is, to try to save his Grace, and persons 
like his Grace, from themselves. — “ I admit, indeed, that 
my praises of the British government, loaded with all its 
incumbrances ; clogged with its peers and its beef; its 
parsons and its pudding ; its commons and its beer, and 
its dull slavish liberty of going about just as one pleases, 
had something to provoke a jockey of Norfolk, who was 
inspired with the resolute ambition of becoming a citizen of 
France.” 

Adverting to the toasts, witticisms, and allusions fre- 
quently made to him by the political clubs and associations 
of the day, as well as in the speeches of Mr. Erskine in the 
late trials for high treason and on other occasions at the bar, 
he gives the reins to his fancy. “ Mr. Erskine supplied 
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Bomething, I allow, from tbc stores of his imagination, in me- 
tamorphosing the jovial toasts of clubs, into solemn special 
arguments at the bar. So far the thing showed tdent; 
however I must still prefer the bar of the tavern to the other 
bar. The toasts at the first hand were better than the 
arguments at the second. Even wheu the toasts began to 
grow old as sarcasms, they were waslied down with still 
older pricked election port ; then the acid of the wine made 
some amends for the want of any thing piquant in the wdt. 
But when his Grace gave them a second transformation, and 
brought out the vapid stufi‘ which had wearied the clubs and 
disgusted the courts : the drug made up of the bottoms of 
rejected bottles, all smelling so wofully of the cork and 
the cask and of every thing except the honest old lamp, and 
when that sad draught had been farther infected with the 
gaol pollution of the Old Bailey, and was dashed and brewed, 
and inelfectually stunned again into a senatorial exordium in 
the House of Lords, I found all the high flavour and 
mantling of my honours, tasteless, flat, and stale. Unluckily, 
the new tax on wine is felt even in the greatest fortunes, and 
his Grace submits to take up with the heel-taps of Mr. 
Erskine.** 

About this time he had to lament another family afldiction 
in the death of Major llaviland the husband of his niece, 
who having accompanied his regiment, the 45th, to the West 
Indies (from a sense of duty, contrary to the wishes of his 
family), died at Martinique, just at the moment when gazetted 
colonel. Mrs. Haviland, who remained at home, received 
the melancholy intelligence of being a widow before she 
became a mother. To this sad event tlie following letter 
of Mr. Burke adverts, which — among several others — w'ere 
addressed to the senior Mrs. llaviland. 

“ My DEAiiEST Madam,— You know' that I partake from 
the very bottom of ray soul the affliction you suffer. It is 
not my relation to him, and through him to you, that alone 
affects me. 1 loved him as a friend, and I loA ed you as a 
friend, both of you most sincendy, before w'e had any other 
connexion : but sorrow and suffering are our lot ; and the 
same God who makes the dispensation, must be our comfort 
under it. As to the excellent poor creature here who ap- 
proaches to her time very nearly, we cannot possibly trust 
ner with what I fear too much is the real state of her case. 
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She is far advanced, and if she hears it before she gets to 
town and has help at hand, 1 think it may be death to her, 
so we thank you most cordially for the cold.* She was 
dressed ; and nothing else could hinder her going to you. 
May the Almighty strengthen us all, and bow us in this and 
in all things to his wise disposal. May every blessing attend 
you. Adieu, and believe me ever faithfully and affectionately 
yours, and Mrs. Aston’s sincere friend and obliged humble 
servant, Edmund Eukke. 

‘‘ Mrs. Burke is to you both with all her usual affection.” 

He addresses Mrs. Ilaviland again about 7th or 8th of 
August. — “ I waited to see how things turned out with your 
poor child before I troubled you on the subject. A melan- 
choly one it is to us all. She was not made acquainted with 
her irreparable loss until yesterday morning. She had from 
our manner been prepared to expect bad news of some kind 
or other ; and the unfortunate business was opened so 
gradually that though grief beyond expression was caused by 
it (a thing inevitable in a case of so beavy a loss falling on 
so much sensibility) yet there was nothing of surprise. An 
agony of sorrow continued the whole day ; and her night 
was not good. Dr. Poinan, in whom she has rrucli confi- 
dence, has seen her since, and he had been previously con- 
sulted. He was of opinion that the communication might 
be more safely made to her before her lying in, than after or 
very near the time. It was impossible to conceal it, even 
had it been advisable so to do, for many days longer. He 
is not apprehensive of danger in tlie least dcgr(?e.” And 
after the birth of her son he thus writes to his niece, “ Sep- 
tember 4, 1795. My dear little Mary, — Your aunt goes to 
London to see you. 1 cannot attend hor,t else you may be 
sure I should have great comfort in seeing you and your 
little one. But I cannot let her go without telling you that 
I love you very dearly ; and that it is my earnest prayer to 
Almighty God that you may live long and happily ; and that 
you may see your sonj a support to your old age ; an 

* An excuse znade by Mrs. llayUand, to avoid an interview with her 
daujrhter-in-law, just after the news of her son’s loss had arrived. 

* The cause was a visit to Mr. Burke, from some members of the 
royal family of France : — Louis XVIII. and the Dukes de Berri and 
D’Ang-oulcme. 

X The late Mr. Thomas HavUand Burke. 
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honour and satisfaction to you, and an useful man to his 
friends and country ; and that at a very long day he may 
close your eyes, not as I have done those of your admirable 
cousin. Adieu, my dear child ! my most cordial congratula- 
tions.** 

His finances we have seen, being far fi'oin flourishing at 
any time, as his friends very well knew, a pecuniary offer 
made at this ])criod by Mrs. Havilaiid, when aware that lier 
friend wassulfcring under temporary difficulty, was thankfully 
but firmly declined and returned. A cordial note signed by 
Jane and Edmund Burke objects to the amount w'cre even 
assistance necessary, and he promises that if eventually 
wanted it will be applied for. The occasion of tlic offer was 
a project(*d journey to Bath, which having bi'cii formerly 
useful to both, was again expected to Y)rodLict* remedial 
effects. This friendly consideration again draws forth their 
sympatliies for the loss of Major llaviland, and while oiler- 
ing those of his wife, adds pathetically, “As J do very truly, 
as much as an old heart worn out with afilietion can do.** 

Toward the end of October, (28th), Mr. Burke receivcnl 
a polite note from Lord Auckland, dated Eden Earm, 
Kent, saying that though in the stormy ocean of the last 
twenty-three years they had seldom sailed on the same tack, 
tliere had been nothing hostile in tlmir signals or mancruvri s, 
and on his part at least a strong disposition toward friendly 
and respectful sentiments. Under a similar influence now, 
lie begged leave tc send him a small work which cxhibitc'd 
his fair and full o])iuions on the arduous circumstances of 
the moment.” Tlu^ reply sent to his lordship two days 
afterward, wholly dissents from the views exhibited in this 
pampjdet, and expresses that dissent in unecpiivocal terms. 
*rhe first jiortion of it displays a desponding and (pierulous 
tone, resulting from ])rivate grief or contemplation of public 
calamity, from the ill success of our own oi* the arms of 
our allies against republic.m France on the Continent, w’here 
alon<?, not in the colonies, lie said, success was most to be 
desired. The phrase “ Buried in the autici])ated grave of a 
feeble old ag(‘, forgetting and forgotten” must therefore be 
taken as words of course. They could not, with truth, bo 
applied to one whose mental energies were constantly acting 
through the press in as strong and bright a manner as they 
ever had done ; whose doctrines were in constant discussion ; 
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«^hose name was daily bandied about in every form of pub- 
lication from the newspaper to the quarto, a theme of 
alternate praise and censure even much more than most of 
the ministers of the country ; and from wliose thoughts 
public topics were scarcely ever for a moment absent. 

“In this retreat,” he says, “I have nothing relative to 
this world to do but to stud}' all the tranquillil}^ that in the 
state of my mind I am capable of. To that end 1 find it but 
too necessary to call to my aid an oblivion of most of the 
circumstances pleasant and unpleasant of my life ; to think 
as little, and indeed to know as little as I can of every thing 
that is doing about me ; and above all, to divert my mind 
from all presagings and prognostications of what 1 must (if 
I let my speculations loose) consider as of absolutely ne- 
cessity to happen at‘ter my death, and possibly evi'ii before 
it. Your address to the public which you have been so good 
as to send to me, obliges me to break in upon that plan, and 
to look a little on what is behind, and very much on what is 
before me. It creates in my mind a variety of thoughts, and 
all of them unpleasant.” 

The work thus sent and acknowledged was intended to 
be published in London on the same day. Its main purpose 
was to insinuate, for nothing was distinctly recommended, 
the propriety of peace with Prance — that the thing was 
desirable, and the moment favourable. Both propositions 
are refuted by his correspondent with much sarcastic humour 
and vigour of reasoning in the Fourth Letter on a Regicide 
Peace^' addressed to Earl Pitzwilliam which thougli pub- 
lished only in his posthumous works, was the first of tho 
series begun on that subject. Lord Auckland ihcrefort^ 
has the merit indirectly, of having been tin' occasion of 
writing these cele])i'ated essays. Their opinions, it will be 
observed, were nearly as opposite as they had been on the 
American war ; and on b{)th subjects it will not require much 
deliberation to decide to whom is to be giv(*n the ])alm of supe- 
rior sagacity. — “A piece has been sent to me,” he says in 
the letter just mentioned, “called ‘ Remarks on the apparent 
Circumstances of the War in the Fourth Week of October, 
1795,’ with a French motto — Qwe faire encore unefois dans 
une telle nuit ?—Attendre lejour. The very title seemed to 
me striking and peculiar, and to announce something un- 
common. In the time I have lived to, I always seem tc 
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walk on enchanted ground. Every thing is new, and accord- 
ing to the fashionable phrase, revolutionary. In the former 
days authors valued themselves upon the maturity and ful- 
ness of their deliberations. Accordingly they predicted 
(perhaps with more arrogance than reason) an eternal dura- 
tion to their works. The quite contrary is our present 
fashion. Writers value themselves now on the instability 
of their opinions, and the transitory life of their productions. 
On this kind of credit the modern institutors o])en their 
schools. They write for youth, and it is sufficient if the 
instruction ‘ lasts as long as a present love,’ — or as ‘ the 
painted silks and cottons of tlie season/” 

It was about this time that liis ingenious friend, Mr. Smith, 
who had distinguisiied himself in the Irish House of Commons 
by a speech in favour of Roman Catholic emancipation in 
the spirit of the advice of his great corrt'spondcnt, printed 
and sent it to him. There is something at once very aliect- 
iiig and eloquent in the lirst paragraph of the reply of Burke ; 
it alludes of course to the loss of his son. — “I could not 
without ingratitude defer my acknowleilgmenls of your 
h'tter, which breathes the ver}^ spirit of sympathy and eon- 
(lolenec. Otlun’s have offered me comfort, but not of a kind 
that I cou'ld aeeept. Yon aloiu' hava* touched the chord to 
which my fedings vibrate ; and touched it the more sooth- 
ingly because' you have' touched it sadly. — Yes ; — the life 
which has been so embittered eauuot long endure. — The 
grave will soon close over me and my (h'je'ctions. — But I 
will not make so ill ar(*turii for your liiiidiiess as to overcast 
your young mind witli the* gloom that covers luiiu*.” 

Considt'rable distre'ss having arisen from the dearness of 
provisions and many remedial sclunnes Ix'ing in consc'ouenee 
proposed for tlu' adoption of gov(*rnnK lit, lu‘ culleeted and 
addressed to ]Mr, Bitt in NovemhiT of this year, “ Thoiujhts 
and DefaHs on ScarcifijJ' In this tract are (‘Xpoundod, in an 
intelligibh* manner, some of the doctrines of political econo- 
mists bearing upon agriculture as a trades lie adverts like- 
wise to the absurdity of some of the sehenu^s proposed te 
bo carried into effect, such as settling a maximum of prices, 
regulating the wages of labour between farmer and servant 
by authority, and establishing public granaries in towns by 
government in order to supply the wants of the people at: 
lixed prices. “ The cry of the people iu cities and towns. 
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though tinfortiiiiately, from a fear of their multitude and 
combination, the most regarded, ought in fact to be the 
least attended to on this subject ; for citizens are in a state 
of utter ignorance of the means by which tlu'y are to be fed, 
and tliey contribute little or nothing, except in an infinitely 
circuitous manner to their own maintenance. They are 
“ Fruyes consumere natiF They are to be heard with great 
respect and attention upon matters within their province, 
that is, on trades and manufactures ; but on any thing that 
relates to agriculture, they are to be listened to with the 
same reverence which we pay to the dogmas of other ignor- 
ant and presumptuous men. If any one were to tell them, 
that they were to give in an account of all the stock in their 
shops ; that attein])ts would be made to limit their profits, 
or raise the price of the labouring manufacturers upon them ; 
or recommend to government, out of a capital from the 
public revenues, to set up a shop of the same commodities in 
order to rival them and keep them to reasonable df^aling, 
they would very soon sec the impudence, injustice, and oj)- 
pressioii of sucli a course. They would not be mistaken ; 
but they are of opinion that agriculture is to be subject to 
other laws, and to be governed by other principles.” 

Few things it has been often remarked, escaped the com- 
prehensive range of his observation ; nothing indeed which 
more particularly concerned the well-being, the necessities, 
the business, or the desires of men generally, or those more 
immediately around him. One of those introduced into this 
work, was the use of ardmit spirits by the poor, of wliich he 
speaks as a statesman, moralist, and physician in ])reventing 
disease by assimilating bad food to the nourishment of the 
body, with more good sense than is commonly displayed 
on that topic. — “ As to what is said in a physical and niond 
view against the home consumption of spirits, experience 
nas long since taught me very little to res])ect the declama- 
tions on that subject — Whether the thunder of the laws, 
or the thunder of eloquence ‘be hurled on gin,’ always! 
am thunder-proof. The alembic, in my mind, has furnished 
the world a far greater benefit and blessing, than if th€ 
opus maximum had been really found by chemistry, and like 
Midas ^ we could turn every thing into gold.” His know- 
ledge of farming, and of stock live and dead, was so highly 
estimated by his neighbours as to occasion frequent appHca- 
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tions for advice upon such matters. He surprised a dis- 
tinguished literary and political character who about this 
time paid him a visit, by entering into a history of rural 
affairs, of the rents, taxes, and variations in the poor’s rates 
of fifty parislies in the county during several consecutive 
years ; as wcdl as the improvements adopt(‘d by the neighbour- 
hood in tillage and grazing — all with the fulness of a farmer 
who had little else to attend to, though it might be supposed 
that the contentions attendant on public life, had left little 
time for retaining such details. 

The “Thouglits on Scarcity” he had at one time 
determined to enlarge by the introduction of many ad- 
ditional facts, furnished by his own observation ; and to 
re-model and ])uhlish them under the title of “Letters 
on Rural Q^conomics, addressed to Mr. Arthur Young.” 
The work was even advertised, but the more urgent 
claims of politics caused it to bo first deferred and 
finally relinquished. Few could have given to such 
subjects a m()r(‘ popular form, or perhaps more real know- 
ledge, as the lett(*rs sonu* years before to his cousin Mr. 
Gariet Nagle, which relate chiefiy to rural matters, had 
displayed. In the beginning of this summer also he had, 
from the ap})earance of the young wheat, predicted an 
insufficient harvest ; but finding little credence given to his 
prognostics in the country, he carri(‘d a large quantity of 
green ears in his carriage to exhibit to agricultural friends 
in town who proved nearly as incnululons, until the result 
fully evinced his penetration. llarvc'st home was always 
celebrated at Butler’s Court with abundant hospitality, the 
family mingling in the gaiety and sports of the time without 
reserve, and vying in attention to their humbler guests. 

On tin; tjuestioii of the circulating medium as an im- 
portant branch of political economy, he seems early to have 
entertained opinions, which are now considered the most 
sound and stable. In a debate (Feb. 13, 1826) on Country 
Banks, and the general pecuniary distress experienced 
throughout the country, they were thus adverted to by Mr. 
Canning. “ There was no period of our history at which 
there wms greater distress or greater difficulty and dismay 
than in 1795. At that period there wms published by ]Mr. 
Burke, a gentleman of no ordinary or doubtful authority, 
a book, every point and sentence of which was questioned 
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at the time, but the truth of which was subsequently most 
fully established. Mr. Burke, in describing the French revo- 
lutionary proceedings, pointed out the mistakes into which 
they fell with respect to our paper currency, and observed 
that they seemed to imagine ‘ that the ])rosperity of Great 
Britain grew out of lier paper currency, whereas, in point of 
fact, the paper currency grew out of her prosperity.* ” * ♦ 
“ It had been his (Mr. Canning's) fortune to liear and to 
know Mr. Burke — a man, whose eloquence and wdiose sound- 
ness of opinions distinguished him as a member of that 
House. Unfortunately, however, he had only known him 
but two years before his death ; he received a letter from 
him when confined at Bath to a sick bed, from which he 
never arose, on the subject of the stop])nge of cash pay- 
ments by the Bank, in which the concluding sentence was 
to the following efiect : — ‘ Tell Pitt, that if he circulates 
one pound note's at the same time with guineas, he will 
never see the guineas again.’ This was the observation of 
that great man, who in giving utterance to this semtiment, 
seemed to exercise a spirit of prophecy which had so very 
recently been verifi(‘d.” 

Several plans for bettering the condition of the poor in 
the neighbourhood originated at his sugg('stion. Among 
these, as likely t(' prom(»te that spirit of honest independence 
which forms a kind of ])ledge for the existence of other 
good qualities, he re<*ommended institutions for mutual 
support in cases of age and infirmity in the nature of 
benefit societies, which were then and are still, much less 
common among the rural population than in towns. Of 
one of these he becarn(* a ])atrou and a member, subscribed 
to it as a poor man would do, attended its meetings, visited 
those who clainu?d relief, and usually took the o})portunity 
of inculcating sentiments of piety, loyalty, order, and 
industry among its members. Seventy of the bretlireu of 
this society clad in mourning, attended him to the grave. “ In 
1795 and 179G,” writes a gentleman of the neighbourhood 
(Mr. Gomme) to the author of tliis work, “ corn became much 
increased in price, and the poor felt tlie pressure severely. 
Mr. Burke, who was ever feelingly alive to their wants, 
and never backward in exerting himself to afford relief, had 
a windmill in the park at Butler’s Court, in which he 
directed good corn to be ground, made it into bread at hia 
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own house, and retailed it to the poor at a very reduced 
price. This he said was a better plan than merely to make 
them a present of it. The bread was of course unadulterated 
and excellent. He had it served at his own table. 1 
partook ol’ it there ; and lie requested me to take a loaf 
to Wycombe in order to show to the more opulent peoph* 
of that town and vicinity, how much might be done, and 
with comparatively little trouble, for the benefit o£ the lower 
order of the community.'’ 

With the poor in this neighbourhood he was generally 
a favourite, having the address to converse much with them, 
visit their cottages, overlook or regulate their pastimes as 
well as their labours, without losing any thing of his 
dignity. Strolling out at a late period of life during the 
breakfast hour of iiis people, he found in a corner of one 
of th(‘ fields a lad, the son of one of his superintending men 
named Rolf, at his morning’s repast, composed of a kind 
of ]iodge-podg(^ common In the county. IVlr. Burke tasted 
and commended it. The boy with some pride of heart 
replit'd, that it was not so good as ho usually had, but if he 
would come and taste it at dinner, and see how well his 
mother made it when “ father was there,” he would say it was 
much better. “ Well then, my boy, go liome and tell your 
mother that I m(*an to dine with you to day off this favourite 
disli, at tlie usual I'our.” The boy delivered the message, 
to the no small surprise of liis motlier, who however not 
doubting its correctness, exerted her very best house-wiferv 
upon the occasion ; and accordingly ‘‘ the Master ” made 
his appearance at the appointed time, partook lieartily 
of their humble fare, and expressed himself sufficiently 
gratified wilh his visit. 

He was frequently accustomed upon public occasions, 
and upon the occurrence of any event gratifying to his 
private feelings, to treat the labourers and people about 
him with a cask of strong beer, his directions about wliich 
were, wlien the news was particularly joyous, to tap it at 
both ends. Some time before the death of bis son, in- 
telligence was brought to the house and communicated to 
the father in a hasty manner, that be bad met with some 
serious accident which endangered bis life. The distress 
which this occasioned may be conceived, until a friend 
arrived soon afterwards with the pleasing information that 
he had sustained no bodily harm. Call up Webster,” 
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cried Mr. Burke in a moment, “ tell him to get all the 
assistance he can to turn the largest moveable cask of 
strong beer out of the cellar — bring hither the people to 
partake of it — and be sure to tap it at both ends with tlie 
largest gimblct in the house.” Jt may be doubted wliether 
liis antipathy to revolutionary France at tliis moment did 
not extend in part to its produce, as the following anecdote 
communicated by a gentleman to whom 1 am indebted for 
several others, would seem to testify. — “ Calling at Butler’s 
Court one day in the year 1795, after passing through a 
drenching shower of rain, Mr. Burke pressed me to take 
a glass of strong sherry, which he said was of his own 
importation, and the very best he could procure. “ 1 
cannot,” he added, offer you brandy, f")r I wdll never pay 
a guinea per gallon for tliat or for any other article from 
that country.” 

“I cannot conceive,” writes the same gentleman, “ why 
Mr. Burke should liave been suspected of be*ng a Homan 
Catholic, when there was nothing whatever to countenance 
such an assertion, except his having some relations of that 
))ersuasion, which is a common thing in Ireland, arising 
from int(‘rmarriages ; and his advocating their cause in 
Parliament, and in the press. This stupid prejudice was 
not, however, confined to the lower class of j)eople, for 1 
once heard a person holding a considerable otiice under 
government term liim ‘a kiln-dried Kmnan Catholic*.’ 
Shortly after this, it so happened that J was invited to dine 
at Butler’s Court. ‘ You will meet,’ said INIr. Burke to 
me, ‘ the Bishop of St. de Leon of the Homan Catholic 
ehurch, and Dr. AValker King, a dignified clergyman of our 
more fortunate and purer church.' The latter part of the 
sentence was pronounced empliatically, in allusion perhaps 
to the then niiha])]> 3 ^ state of the Fr(*nch churcli and clergy, 
and the Avords made a strong impression upon me, as con- 
tradicting so strongly the ungenerous imputation I had 
lately heard. At table accordingly, I met with the 
reverend persoiu he had ineiitionvd, along with several 
others of the right honourabh? gentleman’s friends. I shall 
iicver forget the manner in whicli he descended the grand 
flight of stone steps to receive me — the cordial pressure of 
iiishand — and the graceful and dignified demeanour of intro- 
ducing me to his otlicr guests. 

Burke had a way of doing these Utile things W’hich 
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struck me as being particularly his own, and calculated to 
ipake a strong impression on the mind of a stranger. He 
was particularly attentive in his own house, or at his own 
table, to any man who was of inferior rank ; lie would 
frequently address his conversation to such person in order 
to overcome any diflidtoice he might feel, and, as the phrase 
is, draw him out to exhibit any peculiar merit or talent he 
possessed. His own conversation, in his gayer moments, 
was various and excursive ; he did not dwell long on coinnioii 
matters, but giving you some bright and brilliant thoughts 
or hap])y ])hrases which it seemed difficult to forget, would 
pass on to so?ue kindred or relative topic, and throw out 
the coruscations of his wit or imagination upon that also, 
tlius kee])ing up a kind of intellectual sharp-shooting on 
every subjt'ct that offered. It will be supposed there was 
some effc-rt in this, and it is not improbable ; but it was 
iiot obvious. His mind, however, seemed to bo mostly on 
the stretch, and few things escaped it. 1 think it was 
impossible over to mistake him for an everv-Jay man ; for 
if in his eflbrts to sustain his reputation lor superiority in 
private soci(‘ty, he sometimes failed in his hits, and stumbled 
into or below mediocrity, he recovered in a moment his 
dignity and propiT station.” 

An attack u])ou the grant of his pension took place about 
this time in the House of Lords by the Duke of Bedford, 
aud the Earl of Lauderdale ; answered by an animated 
defence from Lord Grenville there, and from Mr. Windham 
in the Commons. Some surprise was expressed that 
men of such consideration in the country, making every 
allowance' for party feelings, should display so much 
illiberal ity toward the defender, perhaps the saviour of that 
very r{>i\k and property which served to elevate them above 
the mass of their fellow-subjects ; and from an atom of which, 
'notwithstanding the count(‘nance given to the ne\v opinions, 
they would have been extremely loth to part. It seemed 
ungenerous tliat this should be done by former associates 
in political life ; by men w ho had acquiesced in grants to 
other though much less distinguished public nn'ii for public 
services ; aud who from their position in the state, might 
be supposed to rate at its proper value a long and laborious 
career; and to estimate those still more intense though 
miseen and unrew^arded labours w'hieh l\)rm the toilsome 
preparative to public eminence. 
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The reply to those assailants was the celebrated ** Letter 
to a Noble Lordy^ perhaps the most brilliant exhibition of 
sarcastic powers in the whole range of English prose. On 
first meeting with this piece, the present witer read it over 
twice, (many parts half a dozen times), without intermission, 
affected with no ordinary wonder at the mingled irony, 
indignant remonstrance, pointed rebuke, and imagery in 
those bold and extraordinary figures which not merely 
impress the mind of the reader at the nu)ment by their 
force, but are seldom afterwards forgotten. The striking 
passages are nearly as numerous as the sentences — forming 
an assemblage^ of what may be ti'rmed the flashes of 
indignant genius roused by a sense of illiberality to throw 
out its consuming tires on the heads of the aggressors ; 
— ‘‘ I perceive in it” says the author of ‘ The Pursuits 
of Literature,’ “ genius, ability, dignity, iinaginalioii, 
and sights more than youthful poets when they dreamed, 
and sometimes, the philosophy of Plato and the wit of 
Lucian.” 7’he patlictic lamentation for the loss of his son, 
and the glowing tribute to the memory of an old friend, — 
in whose heart he says, he had a place till the last beat, — 
Lord Keppel, uncle to the Duke of Bedford, show a dilferent, 
though not less striking style of powers. It has been 
objected, that the introduction of these topics, as they have 
little to do with the main question, is irnlevant ; bnt in 
fact they evince much rhetorical skill, by tending to throw 
odium on the ungenerous spirit shown in attacking a retired 
public servant, old, infirm, and desponding on account of 
the loss of that son who would necessarily have stood forth 
his defender; and of the ingratitude of at least one of his 
assailants towards the bosom friend and counsellor of his 
uncle, and the defender of his honour, as he expressly tells us, 
“ in his rudest trials.” 

The jealousies which he had to encounter during a long and 
stormy public career, and the few eftbrts made to win over the 
influential for personal purposes, are very truly and forcibly 
adverted to in the following passage. “ I possessed not one 
of the qualities, nor cultivated one of ilie arts that recom- 
mend men to the favour and protection of the great. I was 
not made for a minion or a tool. As little did I follow the 
trade of winping the hearts by imposing on the understand- 
ings of the people. At every step in my progress in life 
(for in every step w^as 1 traversed and opposed), and at 
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every turnpike I met, I was obliged to show my passport, 
and again and again to prove my sole title to the honour 
of being us(d‘iil to my country by a proof that I was not 
wholly unacquainted with its laws and the whole system of its 
interests both abroad and at home. Otherwise no rank, 
no toleration even for me. I had no arts but manly arts. 
On them I have stood, and, please Grod, in spite of the Duke 
of Bedford, and the Earl of Lauderdale, to the last gasp will 
1 stand.” 

At the Duke, he particularly points reprehension. 
His Grace’s little experience in public business, his par- 
tiality to the party whose teiu'ts were supposed to sap or 
to threaten the ibundations of all rank and property, the 
(Miormous grants of the crown to his family in former days, 
and his youth, were optuiings to an efiective assault from 
any >vrittT, but to an intellectual gladiator like Burke, 
ollered overpowcTing advantages. To contend with such 
a man, a,rnu‘(l with every weapon of argument at command, 
indicated more courage than discretion, for none of his ablest 
opponents ev('r escaped without bearijig traces of some 
grievous infliction. Like the electrical fish, a touch in 
hostility shook 1 lie assailant to his centre. “ I decline,” said 
the indignant v(‘leran, “ his Grace's jurisdiction as a judge 
1 challenge the Duke of Bedi’ord as a juror to pass upon the 
value of my s(‘rvices. I cannot rt.'cognize in his few and 
idle years, the competence to judge of my long and laborious 
life.” Not content with overthrowing the politician, he 
aims a more d(‘adly blow at his possessions, in alluding to 
the mode by which they were said to be acquired. One of 
the figures used is equally singular and powerful. — “The 
grants to the house of iiussell (by Henry Vlll.) were so 
enormous as not only to outrage economy but even to stag- 
ger credibility. The Duke of Bedfoi I is the leviathan among 
all the cn‘atures of the crown. He tumbles about his 
unwieldy bulk ; he plays and frolics in the ocean of the 
royal bounty. Huge? as he is, and whilst ‘ he lies floating 
many a rood,’ he is still a creature. His ribs, his fins, his 
whalebone, his blubber, the very spiracles through which 
he spouts a torrent of brine against his origin and covers 
me all over with the spray — every thing of him, and about 
him, is from the crown. Is it for him to question the dis 
pensation of the royal favour ?” 
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The express purpose of the pamphlet being to justify the 
bounty of the crown towards himself, it became necessary to 
advert to his claims and services, which he does by running 
a parallel between them and those of the Duke’s ancestor, 
who had profited so largely and by the same bounty. If the 
retrospect be invidious, it must likewise be admitted there 
was no inconsiderable provocation. “ I have supported with 
very great zeal, and I am told with some degree of success, 
tliose opinions, or if his Grrace likes anotlier expression 
better, those old prejudices which buoy up the ponderous 
mass of his nobility, wealth, and titles. I have omitted no 
exertion to prevent him and them from sinking to that level, 
to which the meretricious French faction his G?*ace at least 
coquets witli, omit no exertion to reduce both. I have done 
all I could to discountenance their inquiries into the fortunes 
of those who hold large portions of wealth without any 
apparent merit of their own. I liave strained every nerve to 
keep the Duke of Bedford in that situation which alone 
makes him my superior. Why will his Grace, by attacking 
me, force me reluctantly to compare my little merit with 
that which obtained from the crown those prodigies of profuse 
donations by which he tramples on the mediocrity of humble 
and laborious individuals ? Is it not a singular phenomenon, 
that whilst the sans-culottes carcase butchers, and the 
philosophers of the shambles, are pricking their dotted lines 
upon his (the Duke’s) hide, and like the print of the poor 
ox that we see at the shop windows at Charing Cross, aliv e 
as he is and thinking no harm in the world, he is divided 
into rumps, and sirloins, and briskets, end into all sorts of 
pieces for roasting, boiling, and stewing — that all the time 
they are measuring Am, his Grace is measuring me; is 
invidiously comparing the bounty of the crown with tlm 
deserts of the defender of his order, and in the same moment 
fi'wning on those who have the knife half out of the sheath 
— poor innocent, 

“ Pleas’d to the last he crops the flowery food. 

And licks the hand just rais’d to shed his blood.” — 

lleport asserts that the account given in this work of the 
origin of the Eussell possessions is erroneous ; while others 
have said that the information came from the library of 
George 111. at Buckingham House. No formal contradiction 
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of the statement was made, and Burke is not likely to have 
risked conjecture w here confutatior was so easy. On his part 
it was perhaps rather a violent yet scarcely unfair retaliation. 
Against an invading and wanton enemy, all arms are likely 
to be used ; and he must be a poor soldier who chooses the 
weaker in preference to the stronger weapon. T1 h‘ regret may 
be that he wielded his advantage rather imprudently than 
unjustly, by furnishing hints to the Agrarians or Jacobins 
of a future day who may be inclined to make experiments in 
parcelling out those extensive and flourishing domains which 
he calls the “ low, fat Bedford level.” llis otlier assailant 
on this occasion, tlie Earl of Lauderdale, lived to recant his 
admiration of Itevolutioirirv France and a few other popular 
fnllaci(?s of the day ; and no doubt to regret any illiberality 
tow'ard an old asso(Mat(‘ whom he had on former occasions 
handsomely complimented.* 

During tlic greater part of 179.*), he kept up an active 
correspondence with Dr. Jlussey, a Koman Catholic ])ri('st, 
jd'terwards President of ]\Iaynooth, and titular Bishop of 
'VV’aterford, formerly emjdoyed on missions to Spain and 
Italy, and who was tlien in Ireland busily promoting tlie 
claims of his co-religionists to equality of civil rights. These 
communications wore so especially confidential that he more 
than once douhts the security of the post oflice. Ho 
touches, as may bo supposed, on several dedicate points, — and, 
to an intimation by his correspondent that liomaii Catholic 
bishops may be (dected by the clergy, and one out of three 
so elected to be (diosen by government, — he replies, with more 
zeal than discretion, that Proiestants should not be permitted 
to interfere at all with their bishops. Thus may have ori- 
ginated that rcdusal of the Veto, which if conceded, might 
liavc kept li-om the exercise of spiritual authority, some of 
the ecclesiastical fire-brands who have since tended to mar 
the peace and industry of their country. He even objects 

• From many effusiona of hi« Lordship to Mr. Burke, the following' 
handsome one, ajijdied to liis Reform Bill in 1781, is selected — “ He (Mr. 
Burke,) was the only man in tlie country whose powers were equal to the 
forming and ncconqilisliing so systematic and able a plan of reform ; not 
a mean, narrow, wretched scheme of retrenchment, breaking in upon the 
dignity of the crown and the honour of the nation, but a great and beau- 
tiful arrangement of office, calculated not to degrade a goveniiiieut, but to 
exalt and to adorn it.'' 
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to the Lord Chancellor or Judges being Trustees for the in- 
tended College of Maynootli — as if the authority that fur- 
nished the funds should have no voice or influence whatever 
in their conduct and distribution. In any other cause, he 
would have seen this anomaly, but a spurious jealousy arising 
from the generally corrupt nature of ollicial authorities in 
Ireland, or the fact of having imbibed undue bias in favour 
of the body to which a beloved son had been agent, and thus 
tending to carry out the aims of the departed, may have 
induced him to recommend w hat unquestionably proves to be 
no advantage to thoquietor good government ol'that Ivingdom. 
On the other hand, be assails with great power the opinions of 
angry Romanists, of hoping for relief from the grow'irig body 
of United Irishmen, or from connections with France. 
Few educated natives of Ireland, removed from the cabals and 
local prejudices of the spot to larger and wiser view's of the 
interests of their country, but feel and acknow ledge the truth 
of the following striking appeal from the malignity and 
ignorance of its violent spirits to the common sense and 
good feeling of the nation. 

In the name of God,” he w'rites, what grievance has 
Ireland, as Ireland, to complain of with regard to Great 
Britain ? — unless the protection of the most pow erful country 
upon earth — giving all her privileges without exception in 
common to Ireland, and reserving to luu-.self only the painful 
pre-eminence of tenfold burthens, be a matter of eomplaint. 
The subject, as a subject, is as free in Ireland as in England. 
As a member of the ein])ire, an Irishman has eviay privilege 
of a natural-born Englishimui, in every pai*t of it, in every 
occupation, and in every branch of eomiiuTce. No inono{)oly 
is establislied against him anywhere ; and the great staple 
manufacture of Ireland is not only not itroliibiled, not only 
not discouraged, but it is privileged in a maiiiK'r that has no 
example. The provision trade is the same ; nor docs Ireland 
on her part take a single article from England but what she 
has with luore jidvantage; than slu' could have it from any 
nation uj)on eartlj. 1 say nothing of the immense advantages 
she derives from 1 he use of English caj)ital. In what country 
upon earth is it that a quantity of litums, tlie moment they 
an; lodged in tla* warehouse, and before their sal(‘, would 
entitle the Irish intTchaiit or manufacturer to draw' bills on 
tlie terms and at the time in which this is done by the ware- 
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housemen in TiOncLm ? Ireland, therefore, as Ireland, 
whether it be taken civilly, constitutionally, or commercially, 
suffers no grievance.” He had just before said, “ The 
language of the day (1705) went plainly to the separation of 
the two kingdoms. God forbid, that anything like it should 
ever happen ! They would both be ruined by it ; but iredand 
would suffer most and first.” 

The recall of his friend Earl EitzwilHam formed another 
topic of discussion with tliis gentleman, Grattan, and others ; 
while he comments on one of the Itomanist bishops (Mr. 
Coppinger), whose letter to him bore “ the seals with arms, 
with a mitre. * * * 1 niust conless 1 wish you woidd 

hint, wdtli all the delicacy which bedongs to such a subject, 
that such exterior marks should be forborne as much as pos- 
sible” — a hint which, if rect'iitly followed in England, niight 
have saved that hierarchy from much of the odium it justly 
incurred. 

In the midst of this, as exhibiting the claims of all descrip- 
tions made upon his attention, IVIaloue wrote lor something in 
the way of biography of their late friend Reynolds. To this 
he replies nearly as lu‘ had formerly done to Lady Inchiqiiin, 
that the mon* he reflected on the subject the more difficult 
he found it ; that there was little of incident in his life to 
detail ; that having no skill in painting, he could not enter 
upon his productions as critic ; that as a social and agreeable 
man, he had already said mnirly all lu* could say : hut that if 
he, Maloiu', would draw up anything of that kind, it sliould 
have his ])est attention, with su(*h additions and suggestions 
as circumstances recjuirt'd. He laments that Ins chief 
business is with the dead, and that excepting a few remnants 
of animal functions, he is dead himself. 


CHAPTER XV. 

EstablishiiK'iit of the Emipr.'int Scliool ut Penn — Letters to J. Galiag’an, 
Esq. — Letters on ;> lle}^icide Peiiee — Letters to the Prince of Wurtern - 
burg- — Ills ])ro)ilietic Spirit us opposed to tluit of ]\lr. Pitt — Keport eo!i- 
ceriiin*^ him — Letter to Mrs. Leadbeuter — Letter on tiio All’airs of 
Irehmd — His lllrieB.s and Death. 

In the earlier part of 1796 he found active occupation in 
founding a school for the destitute children of emigrants 
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who had perislied by the guillotine or the sword of the' 
revolution. With the view of being under his immediate 
superintendence, the house of the late General llaviland, at 
Penn, was selected for that purpose. It was already the 
property of government, having been leased in 1791 from 
the person to whom it had been sold by the devisees of the 
deceased, as a retreat for af- w of the superior, but houseless, 
French clergy — a design which from unexpected obstacles, 
did not take elVect. Being still in charge of the barrack 
department, it was apidied for by the Marquis of Buck- 
ingham and others, through the representations of Burke. 
Mr. Pitt gave his assent, with an anniial allowance of ^*600 
per annum. The trustees were, in addition to the Marquis 
and Mr. Burke, the Duke of Portland, the Lord Chancellor, 
Mr. AViudham, and Dr. Walker King. The Abbe Maraiiie 
formed the head of the est.iblishment, aidi'd by the learned 
and esteemed Abbe Chevallier. A few notes on this subject 
were exchanged between Mr. Pitt, the Marquis, and Mr. 
Burke. 

An antiquarian correspondent connected with this insti- 
tution as treasurer after the death of the original founder, 
having politely communicated to me a few memoranda con- 
cerning it, they cannot perhaps be better given than in his 
own words. 

“In April, 1796, the emigrant school was opened and 
Mr. Burke, for the remainder of hi.s life, watched over the 
institution with the solicitude, not merely of a frit*nd, but of 
a father. He visitt'd it frequently, sometimes daily, being 
about three miles distant from his house, and often sup- 
plied the table of masters and scholars from his own. 
His smiles might be said to have gladdened the hearts of 
the exiles ; I have witnessed many interesting serenes there 
of that nature ; they were doomed, alas, too soon to lose 
their kind j)rotector. At the annual distribution of prizes, 
the senior scholar delivered a Latin oration in the presence 
of a large assembly of nobility and gentry in the great haU, 
in which Mr. Burke was always alluded to as their parent 
and friend. He assigned to these youths a blue uniform, 
wx^aring in their hats a wdiite cockade; inscribed ‘ Vive le 
Boi those wdio had lost their fathers had it placed on a 
bloody label, those who had lost uncles on a black one. The 
Marquis of Buckingham made them a present of a small 
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brass cannon, and a pair of colours, which were displayed 
on public days, as a source of youthful pride by those 
descendants of suffering loyalty. “ A^er the death 
of Mr. Burke, I was appointed treasurer, and received 
from the Lords of the Treasury fifty pounds per month 
for the support of the establishment. Upon the res- 
toration of legitimate monarchy in France in 1814, the 
money was remitted thence, until the dissolution of the 
institution, on the Ist of August 1820, when on the 
departure of the superior and the pupils, the colours were 
presented to me as a token of remembrance, and I retain 
them with satisfaction, from the interesting associations 
they recall. Many of the youths educated in this college, 
so humanely founded through the influence and under 
the auspices of Mr. Burke, at present (1825) occupy im- 
portant stations in various parts of the dominions of the 
King of France, and for their success in life they ought 
ever to regard with sentiments of gratitude and veneration 
the memory of that great and good man.’** 


• He thus describes the house : — “ Penn, in Bucking:hamshire, to which 
^Ir. Burke frequently resorted as the friend of General Haviland, and latterly 
as patron of the eniij^rant school, lies about three miles north-west of Bea- 
cuu>lield. Many of the residents are distiiig-uished for patriarchal lon^^e- 
vity ; not a few altainin<^ a century of years. The family of Grove trace an 
uninterrupted descent from the Conquest as i)roprietor8 of the same estate. 
The lust possessor, Mr. Edmund Grove, died in June at the advanced 

of ninety-four; and being’ well-known in this part of the country as a 
fair representative of tlie ancient English yeoman, may be worth noticing. 
When young, he had been the play-fellow of the late Viscount Curzon and 
of John Baker llolroyd who died Earl of Sheffield, and was known to most 
of the surrounding nobility and gentry by tiie name of Yeoman Grove — 
a name now disused for the appellation of Esquire, but formerly applied 
to those who farmed their own estates. Yeoman Grove was likewise 
known to George III. who permitted him an unusual freedom. Whenever 
they met in the street at Windsor, which was not unfrequent on market- 
days, he would grasp the royal Imnd with fervour, and in a way peculiarly 
his own, inquire, ‘ How' does your Majesty do ?— How is the Queen ? — How 
are all tlic children V whicli commonly occasioned the lioyal Personage 
a hearty good-humoured laugh. 

“ Tyler’s Green House, the Residence of General Haviland, was for- 
merly the property and residence of the Bakers, ancestors of the Earl of 
Sheffield, of Sheffield Place, county of Sussex. It is now no more; 
* nought could reprieve the tottering mansion from its fall.* In 1822 it 
was sold by auction in lots ; of courae pulled down and carried away, so 
that scarcely a vestige now remains to mark the spot where senatore were 

2 M 
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The superintendence of this school became a source of 
occupation and amusement, to divert occasional gloom, 
or * as relaxation from heavier labours. The interest 
which lie took in its success and continuance may be 
judged by tiie earnest maimer in which he bequeaths it 
in his will to the protection of the noble persons joined 
in the trust ; while the wish is expressed that it may be 
placed under the immediate cairo of Dr. Walker King, and 
Dr. Laurence. These gentlemen as his personal friends 
and from their greater acquaintance with the details, he 
thouglit would take more interest than strangers in securing 
stability to an inslitution to which he had given existence. 

Instances of his personal kindness and attention tow’ards 
the members ol* this establishment and their friends, W'ere 
shown in a variety of ways, more particularly in presents 
from his larder of any delicacy which it did not so much 
lie in their w ay to procure. Tliis very often occasioned an 

wont to conver^<*, and wit, whim, and eloquence to flow in no ordinary 
current amid the social circle formed hy the liurkes. Previous to the de- 
molition, I had a correct drawing made of the front, which I have placed 
amon*;’ my illustrations of the county of Bucks. 

“ To those who are acquainted with the country, the g-uides to the site 
of the mansion are two of the larf^est and most lofty flr trees in the king*- 
dom. The General wus accustomed to call them his two grenadiers ; one 
was more lofty than the other, an unlucky monkey ke})t by Mrs. llaviland 
having ascended to the summit of tlie other, and cropped the leading 
branch. These trees may be di*<tinetly seen from the terrace at Windsor 
— from Ilarrow-on-the-llill — from St. I’aiil’s Church — and from the rising 
ground near Heading: in the woody neighbourhood of Penn they occa- 
sionally serve as a guide to bewildered j)edestrian8. I saved them from 
the levelling axe in 17U8, by my repre.sentation of their utility, ^d I am 
assured that the present noble proprietor, Uichard Earl Howe, will not 
suffer so grand a feature on his exten^ivo domains in Buokingbamshire 
to be destroyed. 

“ However inci (‘dib1e it may appear, it is vouched as fact by per- 
sons of respectaljility in the neiehhourhood, that the cannonading at the 
reduction of Valemaonnes in 17H8, was distinctly heard by the inhabitants 
of Penn. This no doubt will be laughed at by many as utterly beyond 
belief, but there are many authentic instances on record of the distance to 
which sound occasionally travels, dej)ending no doubt on a peculiar state 
of the atmosphere at the time ; it is understood, beyond question, that 
the cannonading on that occasion was heard at Dover. During the late 
war, tlie liring of cannon when sliips were engaged at sea during the 
night has likewise been distinguished at I’eiiti ; the time has been fre- 
quently noted, and tlie fact shortly afterwards ascertained from the pubho 
papers.” 
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amusing scene to the friends of the family, between him 
and his housekeeper, Mrs. Webster. She it seems, had 
more regard for tlie credit of her master’s table than for the 
appetites of the emigrants, and whenever there was any 
thing choice in the larder, such as a haunch of venison or 
game intended for the second course, she was obliged to 
keep watch over the dainty, lest it should be despatched 
by her improvident master to the “ French ])eople,” and her 
management in the repast be called in question by his visi- 
tors. (Sometimes he contrived to elude her vigilance ; on 
other occasions was caiiglit and disappointed. In attempt- 
ing one day to send oil* a present of venison intended to 
be dressed for coin])any, the wary hoiisekt'eper who was 
upon the alert darted upon him as on a thief caught in 
the fact — “ (Sir, Sir,” she cried out, fastening upon the 
article in question, “ 1 cannot part with my haunch, — I 
cannot indecjd— I shall be ruined if I lose* my haunch— we 
shall have nothing else fit to dress for dinner.” “ lint my 
dear Mrs. Webster, ]iray consider tliese poor people — ” 
“ 1 can consider nothing. Sir, but that we sliall have no 
principal dish — give it away to F rench people indeed !” “ But 
these unfortunate people have been accustomed to such things 
in their own country, and fur one day 1 think we can do 
without them.” “ llless me. Sir, remember there are Lord 

and Lady and ]\lr. mid !Mrs. coming to 

dinner, and without something of this kind 1 shall gi't into 
shocking disgrace. — ^o, no. Sir, 1 cannot paijt with my 
haunch and adhering rigidly to this determination, h(‘r 
master was at length obliged to retreat, foiled in. his 
object. 

The Abbe Maraine, superior of the school, who was 
a good-natured man and luul little idt'a of li^ugUsh school 
discipline, liad been complaining of the indocility of some 
of the pupils, Avheii jMr. Burke replied lie must exert his 
cane with more vigour, and if that would not do, he must 
flog— and flog soundly. The Abbe appeared somewhat 
shocked at the punishment. “l)o not fear its success,” 
replied Mr. Burke, “ it is our chief receijit in England 
for turning out eminent men — it seldom fails — good 
scholars, nay good poets are made by the rod — and why 
not good soldiers ?” The superior ultimately adopted 
the recipe, and after a time coulesst‘d (in Ids owrLM,'.urd.^y 
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“that he believed Monsieur Burke was as right in that 
point as he had been in so many others.” 

He now lived in great seclusion ; rarely saw any of the 
Ministry save Mr. Windham ; and gives in a letter to Mr. 
Grahagan, father of the Baroness Montesquieu, June 22, 
1791), a distressing picture of incurable grief— 

“ You have been very good and charitable in wishing to 
visit this infirmary, where my wife, my poor old friend Will 
Burke, and myself, are all lame ; Mrs. Burke with the very 
same lameness which took her some years ago, without efiect, 
to Margate, w'here we had the pleasure of seeing you. The 
sight of such a sympathising friend is a comfort to those 
wlic are no longer in society. Since my calamity* I have 
not dined out of my own house ; noram I fond of receiving 
any new' acquaintance ; my business and my pleasure in 
this life being both of them completely over. When I 
mentioned Mons. de Montesquieu, it was not as a roan I 
wished to see, on account of his ow n distinguished merit, 
or the fame of his family, which the w orld is so full of, and 
to w hose labours the world owes so much ; it is as part of 
an old friend that I who refuse all new acquaintance took the 
liberty of desiring him to accompany you. Our house has 
very little lodging-room, and it is all we could do to lodge 
you two. Our settled family takes up four beds, and my 
old friend Dr. Walker King w hom I have not seen for a 
good while and whom I am not likely to see for this year 
again, we expect here with his wife and child. We have 
not a bed for a third person ; so that I must deny myself 
for the present (and it is a real self-denial) the society of 
the worthy and most respectable gentleman you proposed 
to accompany yourself and your son the Baron. 

“ Alas ! my dear friend, 1 am not w hat I w as two years 
ago. Society is too much for my nerves. I sleep ill at 
night ; and am drowsy and sleep much in the day. Every 
exertion of spirits which I make for the society I cannot 
refuse, costs me much, and leaves me doubly heavy and 
dejected after it. Such is the person you come to see ; or 
rather the wreck of what w as never a very first rated ves- 
sel. Such as I am, I feel infinitely for the kindness of those 
old friends who remember me with compassion. As to 


♦ The death of his son. 
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new, I never see one but such French as come to visit the 
school, which supplies to me the void in mj own family, and 
it is my only comfort. For the sake of that I still submit 
to see some who are still more miserable than I am. Adieu, 
my dear Sir, until Monday. Mrs. Burke and my niece 
salute you cordially.*' 

Under such a degree of despondency, ordinary minds 
would have broken down. JSot so his. And it gives 
us a strong impression of original and yet untamed 
vigour, to find him detaching his thoughts from melancholy 
retrospects, and through the medium of the pen, deemed 
now an almost irresistible weapon, devoting tiieni to the 
patriotic design of dissipating a gathering gloom over the 

t )ublic mind nearly as heavy as that which overshadow^ed 
lis own. 

The misfortunes of the vrar and triumphant career of the 
republican arms, unchecked by any reverse on the continent 
of Europe, had occasioned a momentary revulsion of public 
feeling not uncommon in England, brom warm antici[)a- 
tions of success, fears still stronger began to be entertained 
of the final result of the struggle. Several friends of the 
ministry, if not some of its members, were among the vic- 
tims of these fears. Lord Auckland's pamphlet became a 
kind of ground-work to the superstructure of apprehensions 
raised by this timid order of politicians, added to those who 
had from the first opposed the contest with France. A 
cry for peace was therefore pretty generaUy diffused. Mr. 
Pitt, cither really affected by it or willing to chime in w ith 
the humour of the day, acquiesced by oj)ening negociations 
through two or three difierent channels, with tlie agents 
of the Itepublic, who received our advances with something 
of insolence. Indignation however was not immediately 
roused. We sustained a rebuff or tvvo patiently. In this 
situation, Mr. Burke feeling for the national dignity, and 
determined to persuade or to shame the desponding out of 
their fears, produced towards the end of the summer in tw o 
letters addresed to a member of the House of Commons tlu‘ 
w ork noticed in a previous page, “ Thoughts on a Regicide 
Feacer 

This is another of those marvellous productions which 
combining strong powers of argument w ith great eloquence 
and rhetorical skill, are conveyed with little or no ornament 



438 


LIFE OF BCRKE. 


179G. 


to tlie understanding. Among the replies, for there were 
few attempts at an answer^ the best perliaps is in one of 
the critical journals of the day,* On the question at issue, 
the writers were utterly at variance. J3ut as genius can 
seldom be insensible to genius however opposite their poli- 
tical speculations, tiie reviewer characterizes the work of 
his great opponent in the following terms : — 

“ Such is the out line of this publication; of which if it 
be considered merely as a work of literature it might be suf- 
ficient to say, that it is scarcely surpassed in excellence by 
any of the happiest productions of the best days of its 
author. The same vast reach and eomprcdiension of view — 
the same unbounded variety of allusion, illustration, and or- 
nament drawn from I'vt'rv province of nature and science — 
the same unrivalled mastery over language — the same ver- 
satility of imagination which at will transforms itself from 
sublime and terrific genius into gay and playful fancy — the 
same happy power of relieving the harshness of political 
dispute by beautiful effusions of sentinjent, and of dignifying 
composition by grave and lofty maxims of moral and civil 
wisdom — the same inexhaustible ingenuity in presenting 
even common ideas under new and fascinating shapes — the 
same unlimited sway over the human passions whicli fills us 
at his pleasure with indignation, with horror, or with pity ; 
wliich equall}’ commands our laught(T or our tears ; in a 
word, the same wit, humour, pathos, invention, force, dignity, 
copiousness, and magnificence, are conspicuous in this pro- 
duction, which will immortalize the other writings of ^Ir. 
Burke. There is nothing ordinary in his view of a subject. 
He is perhaps of* all writers the one of whom it may be 
said with the most strict truth, that no idea appears hack- 
neyed in his hands ; no topic seems common-place when he 
treats it. When tlie subject must (from the very narrow- 
ness of human conception, which bounds even the genius of 
Mr. Burke) be borrowed, the turn of thought and the mai> 
ner of presenting it are his own. The attitude and drapery 
are peculiar to tlie master.'* 

Two or three others of his most able yet determined op- 
ponents (and the fact is mentioned because hostile testimony 
on such an occasion wdll be least suspected of exaggeration) 
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look upon this work as his pjreatest effort in politics — cer- 
tainly the greatest on the French Kevolution, in the strong, 
full, yet clear train of argument he pursues, the precision of 
view and unity of purpose displayed in tlie plan, and the 
sobriety with which they are suinnittod to the serious con- 
sideration of the nation. -As the letter to a noble lord 
might be considered a kind of field-day to the light troops of 
his imagination, sarcasm, and humour, so tlu^ “llegh^ido 
Peace” may be considered the heavy artillery — the breaching 
battery of his judgment and reasoning powers. Besides, it 
is a kind of dying legacy to his country. It was the last 
thing he lived to publish ; and is believed to have had much 
effect in re-animating the drooping courage or querulous 
spirit of the timid. “ To a people who have been once proud 
and great, and great because they were proud,” ho observes 
in his first page, ‘‘ a change in the national spirit is the most 
terrible of all revolutions.” 

A profound remark in a few words appears to demolish a 
favourite popular notion, — that kingdoms resemble mtm in 
having their periods of youth, maturity, and decay. “ 1 
am not quite of the mind of those speculators wdio seem 
assured that necessarily, and by the constitution of tilings, 
all states have the same periods of infancy, manhood, and 
decrepitude, tliat are found in the individuals that compose 
them. Parallels of this sort rather furnish similitudes to 
illustrate or to adorn, than supply analogi(‘s from whence to 
reason. Tlie objects which are attempted to bo forced into 
an analogy are not found in the same classes of existence. 
Individuals are physical h iiigs, subject to laws universal and 
invariable, ^.fhe immediate cause acting in these laws may 
be obscure ; the general results are subjects of certain cal- 
culation. But commoiiw(“alths are not plu’sieal but moral 
essences. Tluy are artificial combinations, ami in their 
proximate efficitmt cause, the arbitrary ])roductions of the 
human mind. We are not yet acquainted with the laws 
which necessarily iiitluence. the stability of that kind of work 
made by that kind of agent.” 

Touching on this subject in the leHer to Mr. W. Elliot, 
he says — “ 1 am not of opinion that the race of men and tlu) 
commonwealths they create, like the bodies of individuals, 
grow effete, and languid, and bloodless, and ossify by the 
necessities of their own conformation, and the fatal operation 
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of longevity and time. These analogies between bodies 
natural and politic, though they may sometimes illustrate 
arguments, furnish no arguments of themselves. They are 
but too often used under colour of a specious philosophy, to 
find apologies for the despair of laziness and pusillanimity, 
and to excuse the want of all manly eflbrts, when the exi- 
gencies of our country call for them more loudly.” 

The first letter relates generally to the overtures for 
peace, iu which some incidentjil and relative matters are dis- 
cussed. The second enters into an examination of the genius 
and character of the Prench Revolution as it regards other 
nations, and an opinion is hazarded supported by some facts, 
that the aggrandizement of the nation at the expense of part, 
or of the whole of the rest of Europe in a more direct and 
violent way than is the common policy of states, formed an 
inducement with some of her statesmen to countenance the 
first excesses of the people. A third letter — treating on the 
rupture of the negociations, the terms of peace proposed, 
and the resources of the country for the continuance of the 
war, was in progress through the press wheji death snatched 
the writer from the scene of his labours. A fourth letter, 
which it has been observed was written but not completed, 
pursues the subject through its various relations, chiefly in 
the form of comment on that of Lord Auckland; to the 
doctrines of which it gives a complete overthrow. 

In conversation, his opinions w’ero quite as decided and 
not less forcibly expressed. When the negociations at Lisle, 
which he thought derogatory to the country were going on, 
and by some were thouglit to promise peace, he said from 
the first that such a result w^as impossible— “ He was 
only astonished how the people of England, or such a body 
of men as the EngUsh Ministry, could for a moment believe 
that the republican leaders would grant peace, even w’ere 
peace desirable, without first requiring the surrender of our 
national honour. They are doubly foe*’,” he added ; “ for 
they would not only injure but insult you.” To a gentle- 
man w ho began to talk to him on the probable success of the 
negociation then pending, and consequent termination of 
the revolution. “The termination of the revolution ! to be 
sure !” exclaimed Mr. Burke, with his usual force, felicity, 
find truth. “ The revolution over ! Why sir, it is scarcely 
begun ! As yet you have only heard the first music ; you’ll 
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see the actors presently ; but neither you nor I shall sec the 
close of the drama.” Mr. Tox is said more than once to 
have expressed his astonishment at the singular fulfilment of 
his premctions. When a nobleman of some political cele- 
brity, in allusion to the vehemence of Burke on. the question 
of revolutionary politics, hinted an opinion that he was a 
splendid madman — “ Whether mad or inspired,” is reported 
to have been the answer, “ fate seems to have determined 
that he shall be an uncommon political prophet.” 

These letters are well worthy of being referred to by 
those who wish to have a thorough knowledge of the times, 
and his views of the injudicious conduct of ministry. They 
furnish the best idea, if not of thci origin, at least of the 
deadly nature of the war in which the country was engaged ; 
of the impossibility of concluding peace upon any terms 
consistent with the national honour and security ; and 
they prove what will perhaps not now be disputed, that 
peace at the moment would have been more dangerous 
than the hostility in w’hich we were compelled to 2 )er- 
severe. The cliaracter drawn of wdiat he calls “ the Can- 
nibal Bcpublic,” in different parts of the letters is indeed 
an extraordinary effort, for any thing equal to which in 
completeness and force, the reader will in vain look in* any 
liistorical detail, ancient or modem. The exposure is as 
complete as if every individual member of the fearful machine 
was directly under his eye — the finished piece of dissec- 
tion of a w’onderful political anatomist, wlio not merely 
traces the broad outline, the external figure and features of 
his subject, but w hose knife j)enotrate8 to the heart, and 
whose saw^ bares even the sensorium of this great moral 
monster, disjfiaying the whole of its secret motives, principles 
and workings to the vi(‘w of the world ; the causes of its 
inflammatory temperament, and morbid yet fearful vigour. 

Kothing is more remarkable than the prophetic truths 
which they contain. Puturity may be said to have been 
open to his view. He wrote under a strong impression 
that his death was not far distant. “ I shall not live 
to behold,” he says in his first pag3, “the unravelling 
of the intricate plot which saddens and pcr 2 )lexe 8 the 
awful drama of Providence now acting on the moral 
theatre of the world. AV'hether for thought or for action 1 
am at the end of my career.” At the conclusion of the 
first letter he again adds — “ What I say, 1 must say at once. 
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"Whatever I write is in its nature testamentary, xt may 
have the weakness, but it has the sincerity of a dying decla- 
ration.” When peace was eagerly sought, and as eagerly 
anticipated perhaps because it was sought, he calmly tells 
the country, “ AV^e are not at the end of our struggle, nor 
near it. Let us not deceive ourselves ; we are at the hegin^ 
ning of great troubles.” Spt'aking of the lukewarmness of 
the friends of Ministry against the regicides as a body, we 
are told, ‘‘much less were they made to infuse into our 
minds that stubborn ]>ersevering spirit w'hich alone is capable 
of bearing up against those vicissitudes of fortune which will 
probably occur, and thost* burdens which must be inevitably 
borne in a long war. I speak it emphatically, and wdth a 
desire that it should be marked, in a long war.'^ A little 
further on, he hints at a period of twenty years or more ; — 
with what surprising accuracy on all these points, need not 
here be repeated. 

Alluding in another part to tlie partition of Poland -which 
he had never ceased to reprobate, are tne following remark- 
able words — “ Hereafter the world leill have cause to rue this 
iniquitous measure^ and thcg most who were most concerned in 
it.'' AVho on reading this, will not immediately bring to 
remdmbrance the calamities and dc'gradations sustained for 
so many years .afterwards by Austria, Prussia, and Kussia, 
and more particularly the former two, the actors in that 
spoliation, — under the iron gripe of Buonaparte ? Will not 
these be immediately acknowledged as the unerring marks of 
retributive justice ? Is it quite clear, notwithstanding the 
present calm, that the measure of retribution is full? 
Against the spoliation of the territory of France also, as of 
that of Poland,* Mr. Burke laboured hard to teach the Allies 

* It seems to have escaped {renerul notice, that the misfortunes of 
Poland in her final partition, may be in some decree attributed, however 
undesijjnedly, to Mr. Fox and the Opposition, in the strong? and unnaual 
means made use of to thwart Mr. Pitt in the business of Ocztikow. They 
lay claim, it is true, to the merit of huvinj:^ prevented war on that occasion. 
But if war had then taken jdace with Enp^land for one act of violence, 
rtus.sia, in all probability, would not have ventured upon other and still 
greater aggressions. Nothing afu*r u!l, might liave saved Poland from 
the combination then on foot against her ; hut it is certain that Mr. Pitt 
found little encouragement to make the attempt. What the present (18.54) 
armed array of Euiope may do, remains in the womb of time ; but Russia 
may be taught to rue her career of aggrandizement, and on several oc- 
casions, of injustice. The question asked in the text thirty years ago, 
may still be repeated, “ Is it certain that her measure of retribution is full T 
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the impolicy in 1702 and 1793, but he laboured in vain ; and 
the cons(‘qucnces were that condign punishment for the 
atteinpt in war and suffering which he anticipates for them 
throughout these' h'.tters. They may be considered indeed that 
great man’s political will. The fulfilment of so many predic- 
tions is one of the most curious circumstances in modern 
history. At all times it is true, dying words have been con- 
siderc'd impiv’ssive things. If men are ever for a moment 
permitted by tlie Almiglity to have the slightest degree of 
Ibn'knowledgi', it is probably near to the termination of life, 
wlu'u the mind abstracted from its tottering tenement and 
in some degree puri tied from temporal interests and passions, 
forms the most ecjrroct and nnprt'judicod estimate of sur- 
rounding cireumstances, — not merely of what is, but of what 
is to eome. The s('utiir'ents of ordinary men at such times 
are worth serious eoii si deration. But those of a wise and 
pre-(‘iuiu('iit person such as in the instance before us, dis- 
tinguished tlinjLigh life for the possovssion of much penetration 
and kuowh'dge, elaim no inconsidi'rable portion of oiu: 
reverenct' and rt'gard. 

Though a decided advocate for war as the less evil to 
the country, he condt'inncd almost uniformly, after the 
first few months, not only some part of the ministerial 
prineiph', but almost tlu' whole of the ])lan on which 
it was eondueted. That it was most unfortunate is true. 
This would seem to corroborate Burke’s judgment on 
the matter; yet dot's not decide the question against 
those who took Ihi* most active part in directing general 
measures. There were differences however, in bis and 
in Mr. Pitt’s views, which seem also to tell in favour of the 
superior sagacity of tlu? former ; aud as they bore on what 
have since proved some of tht' leading points of the contest, 
may be worth emimerating. Mr. Burke declared from the 
first that there would he war, and that it would be an 
arduous aud a kmg war. Mr. Pitt on the contrary, not only 
publicly ill the House of Commons but at his own fire-side, 
at his own table, and in tlie most unr ■'served manner to his 
confidential friends, maintained, first that there would be no 
war, and then that the war would be short aud the superiority 
on our part not doubtful. Mr. Burke from the moment of 
the declaration of hostilities, entreated nay almost praved, 
the coalesced Powers, that the integrity of the French 
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territory should be preserved inviolate as necessary not only 
to their own immediate success, but to the future equilibrium 
of Europe. Mr. Pitt, from the circumstances attending the 
surrender of her first towns to the Allies, pretty plainly 
intimated some intention of permitting her to be dis- 
membered ; and this is said to have been the first thing that 
thoroughly roused her to indignation and the most de- 
termined resistance. ]\lr. Burke wished to have it perfectly 
understood in Prance, that the war was levelled at the 
faction which governed her, not against the nation. Mr. 
Pitt thought it unnecessary or useless in his public mani- 
festoes to be very precise in drawing distinctions between 
them. Mr. Burke urged that from the j)eeuliar nature of 
the contest, France should be attacked only in France, and 
that frittering away our force against her colonies and even 
reducing them one after another, neither crippled her in the 
slightest degree, nor in point of fact advanced one step 
nearer to subduing her. Mr. Pitt by the sacrifices made 
to effect those conquests, evidently attributed an importance 
to them which subsequent events did not warrant ; while he 
crippled our force for efficient service in Europe. 

At the conclusion of the struggle we have seen all 
Burke’s opinions verified or followed to the letter. The war 
proved trying and long beyond precedent. Fi’ance to be 
overpowered was obliged to be attacked in France. The 
allied Sovereigns, who in self-defence had to attack the old 
root of jacobin aggression which had sprouted afresh in the 
form of an Emperor, found it necessary to come forward and 
declare that they made war, not upon her, but upon her 
ambitious ruler. And with some hundred thousands of 
armed men, w hich seemed to place the country at their nod, 
were obliged explicitly to declare and to guarantee the strict 
integrity of her territory before they could hope to succeed 
in their design. “It would answer no great purpose,” he 
says, BO early as 179(5 wdth some severity, “ to enter into the 
particular errors of the war. The whole has heen hut one 
error. It w as but nominally a war of alliance. As the com- 
bined Powers pursued it, there was nothing to hold an 
alliance together. There could be no tie of honour^ in a 
society for pillage.” 

Of that description of w'ar policy which led us to expensive 
and destructive expeditions to the West Indies and other 
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places, he writes. ** A remote, an expensive, a murderous, 
and. in the end, an unproductive adventure, carried on upon 
ideas of mercantile knight-errantry, without any of the 
generous wildness of Quixotism, is considered as sound and 
solid sense ; and a war in a wholesome climate, a war at our 
door, a war directly on the enemy, a war in the heart of his 
country, a war in concert wnth an internal ally and in 
combination with the external, is regarded as folly and 
romance.” 

All incident which ocenrred about this time is said to have 
given him as poor an opinion of Mr. Pitt’s taste or love of 
Art as he entertained of the measures of his Cabinet. The 
Grand Duke of Plorcncc*, pressed at the moment for money 
and in dread of losing his magnificent collection of works of 
art by the progress of tlu French in Italy, is reported to have 
ofiered to send them to this country as security for a 
loan of £200,000 ; to become the permanent property of 
England should the money not be repaid in ten years. This 
proposal tlie Minister d(?ciined: finding perhaps that he had 
already (]uit(‘ as many claimants upon his ways and means 
as could well be satisfied. 

A ])resent of the “ Letters on a Regicide Peace,” sent 
to his Senme llighn(‘ss the Hereditary Prince of Wur- 
temburg, then in England, w’as accompanied by the following 
note : “ The author of the Letters which his kinsman 

will have the honour of laying before the Prince of Wur- 
temhurg. would not have presumed to think them in the 
smallest degree worthy of being so presented, if the extra- 
ordinary eond(‘Scensiun of 11 is Serene Highness had not 
made it his duty to aeknowledge his respectful sense of that 
condescension by such an offering to it as was alone in his 
power. H(' would have jiresented himself personally, ac- 
cording to His Serene Highness’s gracious joermission, sig- 
nified to him through his friend Sir John Hijipislcy, to pay 
the homage wliich every one owt‘s to the rank and virtues 
of the Prince of AVurtemburg, but he did not choose to affect 
his compassion by exhibiting to His Serene Highness the 
remains of an object worn out l)y age, grief, and infirmity, 
and condemned to perpetual retreat. The author is con- 
vinced that the favourable sentiments of the Prince in regard 
to those letters, are not owing to the talents of the writer, 
but to the cause which ho has undertaken, however weakly. 
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to defend, and of which His Serene Highness is the pro- 
tector by situation and by disposition. 

“ Tlie author hopes that if it should please God, by his 
all-powerful interposition, to preserve the ruins of the 
civilized world, His Serene Highness will become a great 
instrument in its necessary reparation ; and that not only 
in tlie noble estates which comprise his own patrimony, but 
in the two great empires in which he has so natural and 
just an influence, as well as in the third,* which His Serene 
Highness is going to unite in interest and allection with 
the other two. In this he will co-operate with the bene- 
ficial and enlarged views of the illustrious house and its 
virtuous chief, who arc on the point of having the happiness 
of his alliance. To the complete success of that alliance, 
public aud domestic, some of the author’s latest and most 
ardent vows will be directed ! In the great task allotted to 
the Sovereigns who shall remain, His Serene Highness will 
find it necessary to exercise in his own territories, and ’also 
to recommend wherever his influence shall reach, a judicious, 
well-tempered, and manly severity in the support of law, 
order, religion, and morals ; and this will bo as expedient for 
the happiness of the pt'ople, as it will be to follow the natural 
bent of his own good heart, in procuring, by more pleasant 
modes, the good of the subject, who stands every where in 
need of a firm and vigorous, full as much as of a lenient and 
healing government.” 

The sagacity wliicli liad enabled him to penetrate the 
unhappy results of the Fnmch Jievolution, and the energy 
and pertinacity with which lie opposed it in speech and in 
vTiting, excited among many who had not the same length 
of view as himself, or indeed any conception whatever of the 
evils impending, a variety of conjectures as to the cause. At 
first mere suqirise was expressed at the boldness of his 
predictions. When however lie seemed determined to act 
u[)oii them by the breach which t(iuk place with his party 
for what were then thought simply speculative diflerences 
of opinion, they put liiin down as but a reinoi e from insjinity. 
This idea was afterwards industriously circulated, to which 
he partly alluded after a veluaneiit sally in the House 
of Commons by a deliberate address to Uie chair in the 

* Great Britain ; in ulluHion to tbe projected marritjge of the Prinoe 
with the Prmce.S8 Itoyal of 
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words of St. Paul, “ I am not mad, most noble Festiis, 
but speak the words of truth and soberness.” To an ob- 
servation of his niece on the violence and absurd rumours by 
which he was incessantly assailed, he replied, “ Some part of 
the world, my dear — I mean the Jacobin or unwise part of 
it — think, or aftect to think, that I am mad ; but believe 
mo the world twenty years lienee will and willi reason too, 
think from their conduct that they must have been mad.” 
With those who . found interest in decrying his public 
exertions, repetitions of the rumour were heard particularly 
after the death of the younger Itichard when his grief was 
knuwm to be extreme ; and it sometimes had the eifcct even 
of imposing ujion friends, an instance of wliich occurred 
soon after the publication of the “ Letter to a Noble Lord.” 

A report under the gui^e of seeming secresy reached them 
in town, of his being aillicted Avith such total alienation of 
mind as to Avauder about his park during the day, kissing 
the coAvs and horses. This circumstance if true, would 
be perhaps no more than is done by many honest and 
fond farmers and stable-boys Avithout imputation of a Avan- 
d(‘ring of the wits. Neither Avas it pi'rhaps with Burke’s 
Avarm atfection toAA'ards the dumb as Avell as speaking mem- 
bers of his establishment great matter for AA’onder, as he had 
in fact some favourite coavs* Avhich to be more under his 
own eye Avere put to graze near the house. A man of rank, 
hoAvever, left London instantly to learn particulars, and 
was received in the usual manner of an old friend Avithoiit 
observing any perceptible chang(‘ in his host. Not quite 
satisfied Avith this tacit contradiction, yet deeming it inde- 
corous to ask direct questions, he adverted in conver- 
sation to the public occurrences of the day, and to the 
probable train of any new studies by his host in relation 
to them, Avhen the latter unsuspicious of the drift of the 
visitor, produced some of the most eloquent and ably-argued 
passag(^s from the Letters on Itegicide Peace which he 
was then writing. Convinced uoav of the information being 
erroneous, he hinted to Mrs. Burk' the main purport 
of his journey, when the folloAving aliecting incident was 
detailed, which probably formed the foundation for the 

• A pretty piece, by Ueinnf'le, delineatiiig* tlie house and grounds, 
represents Mr. Burke in front of tlie mansion putting a favourite cow, and 
his lady and a female friend w.ulking at a little distance. 
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story, thougli it had thriven considerably in magnitude in the 
journey from Beaconsfield to London. 

A feeble old horse, which had been a favourite with 
the junior Burke, and his constant companion in all rural 
joumeyings and sports when both were alike healthful and 
vigorous, was now in his age and on the death of his master, 
turned out to take the run of the park at ease for the 
remainder of his life with strict injunctions to the servants 
that he should neithet be ridden nor molested. While 
walking one day in solitary musing, Mr. Burke perceived 
this worn-out servant come close up to him, and at length 
after some moments spent in viewing his person, followed by 
seeming recollection and confidence, delioerately rested its 
head upon liis bosom. The singularit}^ of the action, 
the remembrance of his dead son, its late master, who 
occupied much of his thoughts at all times, and the apparent 
attachment and almost intelligence of the poor brute as if it 
could sympathize with his inward sorrows, rushing at once 
into his mind totally overpowered his firmness, and throwing 
his arms over its neck, he w^ept long and loudly. 

His health, though not intellectual powers, had been 
for some time in a declining state, wdiich terminated in such 
debility and loss of muscular energy as to render motion and 
liis usual exercise impracticable. To this state of unexpected 
if not premature decay, his habits of application, literary 
pursuits, and former laborious Parliamentary exertions no 
doubt tended. The stomach very imperfectly and painfully 
performed its office; and emaciation ensued. How many 
voluntary" labourers for fame are doomed to feel that study is 
of itself but an avenue to disease — that the most gloiaous and 
enduring exercises of mind but prepare the way for the disso- 
lution of its earthly tenement ! So was it with Burke. And 
when the loss of his son destroyed that buoyancy of hope so 
long and fondly entertained of witnessing his success in life, 
no active principle of vitality remained to counteract 
the inroads of infirmity. That loss he found it impossible 
to forget or to recover. Those who did not know him 
fancied he sustained annoyance from numerous attacks of 
the partizans of Prench opinions ; no less than eight or 
nine answers having appeared within a few weeks to the 
letters on Eegicide Peace. Ho pain however was in- 
flicted by these missiles. The writings of the lower class 
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of opponents he rarely saw and never heeded ; the attacks of 
the higher in the Way of argument, he answered and refuted ; 
tlie mere abuse of either he despised. Of the latter, an 
instance occurred about this time which furnishes a pretty 
good sample of the justice with w hich he was commonly 
assailed. 

A bookseller named Owen, wdio published the Letter to a 
Noble Lord and was instrusted with the MS. of tlie first 
two letters of Regicide Peace for publi(.*ation, represented 
to some friends of tlieir author who called upon him to 
account for the profits of the first w'ork, that these had been 
surrendered to him by that gentleman as a gift. This story 
Mr. Burke had no other means of dis])roving than by his 
W’ord to the contrary, which no one w ho knew liim could for a 
moment disbelieve. Unwilling howTver to enter into a con- 
test on such a matter w ith such a man, he ])iit up w ith the loss. 
This w'as not all ; for with the charactcu'istic assurance of a 
pirate, Ow'(*n as soon as he found that the manuscrijit of 
“Regicide Peace,’* was to bo witlulrawn out of his hands, 
published it on his own account, not only without tlie con- 
currence, but against the j)ositive proliil)ition of the author. 
This imi)iident invasion of literary ])roperty he attempted, in 
a preface to the surreplit ious copy of the work to defend.* It 

• One of llic* ablest critical journals of the* time in 8})t iikinj^ of the work, 
thus noticed the transaction : 

‘•Before we proct*od to consider the more important parts of these in- 
terestinfr and extraordinary productions, our attention is naturally at- 
tracted by tlie Mtranp! competition which seems to prevail between the 
f^enuine and surreptitious editions. It ullbrds the hr.sl instance, us far as 
we rceolleet, of a liti-rary piracy being- openly avowed and defended, 
liilherto no property has been thoug-ht more sacred than that of an 
author in his unpublislied works. 

“ It appears, from Mr. Ow-en’s statement, that he was entrusted witli a 
manuscrijit witli a view to publication ; — subject certainly to the pleasure 
of the author, and to every change of opinion which might take place in 
his mind. A trustee thus circumstanced had undoubtedly no more right 
to, publish the work without tlic consent of the writer, than if the manu- 
script had been procured by breaking open the library at Beaconsiield. 
The defence set up by Mr. Owen not a little aggravates, in our opinion, 
the impropriety of his conduct. He informs ’s, tluit Mr. Burke, after 
having made him a present of the profits of his letter against the Duke 
of Bedford, sent some friends to demand an account of the sale of that 
publication. He does not tell us that he was actually compelled to refund 
these profits : he only aifirms that he was dvslrtd to account for them 
and this he ofiers in defence of an acknowledged hrt*ach of trust," 

2 G 
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was stopped, however, by legal interference ; and as an appro- 
priate conclusion to such an unprincipled proceeding, his 
defeated cupidity found vent in an abusive advertisement 
against “ Edmund Burke the Pensioner.’* He was also 
accustomed to say, though from such a source probably 
without truth, that his men who carried to Mr. Burke the 
proof sheets of his publications for correction, were so 
roundly rated for mistakes, that at length none of them 
would venture to approach his house, particularly when an 
error greater than usual had been committed. He was 
therefore often obliged to take them himself. Dodsley’s 
(his preceding publisher) men told quite a dilferent story. 
They represented him as aflable and courteous (as was his 
custom indeed to the working (‘lass of people), taking par- 
ticular pains to ex])lain wliat he wished to be done, frequently 
ordering tlieni liquor, and on withdrawing from the room, 
never permitting them to have the last bow. They were 
ac(*ust()iiiod to remark that though he was sometimes sur- 
rounded by large and apparently contused masses of papers, 
ho could immediately put his hand ii])on any particular one 
which might be wanted. 

Toward the end of the year he was confined principally to 
the coucli, and no longer able to write himself, employed 
any relative or intimate friend stopping in the house to hold 
the pen. In this way Ins corres])ondi‘nce during the year 
became extensive, in which Ins thoughts flow with undi- 
minished lustre. 'lo Dr. Hussey liis letters on Roman 
Catholic and Irisli atlairs geiuTally, wen* fr(*qnent and long. 
One of them occiijnes above twenty printeui pages. That 
gentleman, it n])j)eared, though sent to Ireland by the Duke 
of Portland, and having his conduct on occasions approved by 
the King, b(;came embroiled with tlie local government by 
opposing, as might be suppos(‘d, the punishment of Romanist 
soldiers for refusing to attend Protestant worship. He 
appears to have been thoroughly loyal, a man of the world, 
sincerely attach(‘d to English connexion, and thus explicitly 
sounds the alarm of ineipi(*nt rebtdJion ; “They are urging 
those cursed (.Ta<*obin) sentiments throughout the country, 
and under the name of ‘ United Irishmen,* this evil is extend- 
ing beyond imagination. JMany thousands, 1 am assured, are 
weekly sworn in such a secret manner and form as to evade 
all the law^ in those cases.*’ I'rom Lord Fitzwdlliam, several 
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long and pointed letters were received at Beaconsfield in 
condemnation of Mr. Pitt’s financial schemes, his precipitate 
solicitations for peace, and general conduct of the war — “ If ou, 
my dear Burke,” he says, “ by the exertion of your great 
powers, have carried three-fourths of the public, but you have 
not carried him, and I fear all the r(‘st will go for nothing.” 
( )n our begging for peace and on the conduct of the war, 
Mr. AVir.dhain, tlanigh in office, writes nearly in a similar 
strain, giving ilurke tlu^ first intimation of Lord Malmes- 
liiiry’s unc(‘remoni(ms dismission in a tone of sarcastic 
ridicul(‘. AVith Mr. John Bo\^les, afterward.^ known for 
various ])olitical pamphlets, and also with Dr. lianrence, a 
few letters were exchang(‘d. 

In a lighter styh‘, more amusing and jocular yet with 
various hits at politic'aJ affairs, several long letters were 
wrilt(‘n to tlu* agreeable and acaaimplisht'd Airs, (afterwards 
Jiady) Crewe. JSlu* furnished him occasionally with amusing 
sketches of the parties, politics, and stpiires of ('hesliire and 
othtT pla(*es, w as a fri(‘nd to his school, and took an active 
])art in doing kind (dlices for the (‘migrants. To her he says, 
that in the “Jtegicich* IVace” as in 1 h(‘ Ikalford letter, h(‘ 
liad appeah'd to the p(‘o[)le again>t 1 he sentiments of both 
Alinist ry and Opposition, and t'aeh time tlay had giv(‘n it in 
his favour. To om‘ of her visitors tht'n fast rising in public 
ojiinion, and wIkj could not be other than a devout admirer 
of eh'vated genius as he liad jirevioiisly s]u‘wn in some jmb- 
lished ])iee(‘s, he sends a iiu'ssage — “ Tidl Air. Canning that 
] am very much tlatb'ivd in tinding that a man ol'his genius 
and his virtue iinds anything to tolerate in my feeble and 
belated en(k*:ivours to be useful, at a crisis of the H^orld whibh 
(‘alls for tlie elforts of a rich mind lik(‘ his, in the full vigour 
of all his iiK'nlal and of all his bodily }>ow('rs ; but 1 am 
soothed in s(‘(‘iiig that I continue the object of his early 
partiality.” 

• His health conf inning to decline, gave the most serious 
alarm to Ins friends. A visit to Hath was again proposed ; 
but shewing some indisposition to that ])lace from its 
])u])licity wliieb nervous debility ivnd^'red it unpleasant for 
liim to nuH't, Air. AVindham in an eariu'st and affectionate 
h'ttcr writt(‘n in the middle of January, 1707, took him to 
task, asking whether be vAshed to i(‘co\('r — whether be w'as 
aware that his “ life is at this moment of more consequence 
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than that of any other man living” — and that danger to it 
would he a loss to the world such as it could never have 
produced, or been known at least to produce, at any other 
period.” He urges Bath upon him in conformity with 
medical recommendations, means to take down l)r. Blane to 
Beaconsfield for an additional opinion, solemnly adjures him 
to suffer no time to be lost, and promises to accompany him 
on the journey. 

To Bath therefore he proceeded early in February, and 
continued till the end of May, chiefly confined to a couch. 
“ My health,” he said in a communication to a friend, has 
gone down very rapidly ; and I have been brought hither 
with ver}' faint hopes of life, and enfeebled to sucli a degree 
as those who had known me some time ago, could scarcely 
think credible. Since I came hither my sufferings have been 
greatly aggravated, and my little strength still further re- 
(luced ; so that though I am told the symptoms of my disorder 
begin to carry a more favourable aspect, I pass the far larger 
part of the twenty-four hours, indeed almost the whole, either 
in my bed or lying upon the couch from which I dictate 
this.” In this letter, written on the affairs of Ireland, an( 
indited by snatches amidst pain and suffering, he hints at 
something like the Union, by urging that the seat of her 
superior or Imperial politics, should be in England. “ There 
is a great cry against English inlluenee. 1 am quite sure 
that it is Irish influence that dreads the English habits.” 
“ I think that Great Britain would bt‘ ruined by the separa- 
tion of Ireland ; but as there are degrees even in ruin, it 
would fall the most heavily on Ireland. By such a separa- 
tion, Ireland would be the most completely undone countiy 
in the w’orld ; the most wretched, the most distracted, and, 
in the end, the most desolate part of the habitable globe. 
Little do many people in Ireland consider how mudi of its 
prosperity has been owing, and still depends upon, its in- 
timate connexion with this kingdom.” 

Of liis stay there we have a few' notices from Mr. Wilbcr- 
force, who was likewise a visitor to that popular resort at 
the same period. “ Poor Burke came dow n quite emaciated. 
Elliot called, and a very pleasant day. Evening — Called on 
Burke, and sat an hour; no serious talk.” Again hewTites 
— “ Burke is come here hut very poorly, and Windham is 
visiting him. His faculties are as fresh as ever ; he abstains 
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from talking politics.” Of the vigour of his mind thus no- 
ticed, its sagacity, decision, and patriotism 'w hile suffering 
under extreme prostration of frame, the same authority 
furnishes an instance on a mc^morable occasion. It was the 
mutiny in the fleet. To civilians unacquainted with such 
scenes, the best mode of meeting the danger forms an ar- 
duous consideration ; and such it ])roved to all the members 
of Ministry. In the eye of an officer thert' is but one remedy 
— to put it down flrml}^ but moderately at all hazards. 
Grievances should be carefully redressed afterwards ; and 
seamen had at that time many and serious disadvantages to 
complain of, and to a much later period ; but submission to 
authority ought commonly to precede concession. Such was 
Burke’s opinion and determination when Ministry were 
afraid to move. In the same memoranda it is nott'd — 

“ Heard (April 17 th j of Portsmouth meeting; consultation 
with Burke.” “The only letter which reached Bath that 
day by the cross post from Portsmouth was one from Captain 
Bedford, of the Itoyal Sovereign, to Patty JMore. She 
brought it me, and I took it at once to Burke. He could not 
then see me ; but at his desire called again at two o’clock. 
The whole scene is now bdbre me. Burke was lying on a 
sofa much emaciated ; and AVindham, Launmee, and some 
other friends wt're around him. The attrition shewn to 
Burke by all that party was just like the tn*atmeut of 
Ahithophel of old. ‘ It was as if one went to iiu]uire of the 
oracle of the Lord,’ I r(*ported to them tlm account I had 
received, and Burke being satislied of its authority, w'e held 
a consultation on the ])rc)per course for government to 
follow'. Windham set oil* for London the same night w ith 
the result of our deliberations. Burke a adrice icafi very much 
the same as Sir Charles MiddJetoii s had been on a similar 
occasion, w hich Pitt often mentioned as an instance of Sir 
Charles’s promptitude and resolution. Pitt and Lord 
Chatham, then lirst Lord of the Admiralty, had sent for 
Middleton and met him with the information. ‘ Bad new's, 
Sir Charles, from the ffeet ; a ship has mutinied ; what are 
we to do ?’ Sir Charles, w ho had alw ays been an enemy to 
pressing, and wdio actually resigned his ollice of Comptroller 
of the !Navy because he could not carry out some reforms 
which w^ould have prevented the breaking out of the great 
mutiny, Immediately replied — ‘ You know how ill I think 



454 


LIFE bF BUnKE. 


1797. 


these poor fellows have been used, but now that it is come to 
a mutiny there is but one thing to be done ; you must shew 
them that you have the s\ipcriority ; you must order a ninety- 
gun ship on each side of her, and sink her on the sj)ot if she 
does not at once submit.’ They were staggered, and said 
doubtfully, ‘ That is a strong measure ; what if they should 
refuse to obey ?’ ‘ Then indeed all would be over ; but they 

will not refuse to obey if you givc^ tlie order n'soluteiy, and 
it is the only thing that eau be done.’ lie left tliem still 
undetermined, and in a few minutes came back witli the 
despatch drawn up, and seeing still some hesitation, he said, 

‘ Pray sign it iiihlaiitly ; there is much to be done in the 
oftice, and we shall scarci'ly be rc'ady in time to savi‘ the post.”* 

No clouded or weakent'd mental condition aecom])anied his 
extreme infirmity of hotly. Previous to this visit, he had betm 
occupied on the fourth letter on a Kegieide Peace, and while 
there gave it occasional additions, lie corrt‘s])()nded like- 
wise, among others, with Mr. Windham, who informed him 
that IVIr. Pitt with whom he first saw* it, had been reading 
the surreptitious ‘•Conduct of the Minority,” was highly 
gratified with it, deemed the style a inudd for the subjects 
discussed, niort' forcible than any otlu'r, and more in accord- 
ance with general taste. L(‘tters also passt'd with Dr. 
Hussey, ^Irs, Cix-wt*, ]Mr. Arthur Young, and IVlrs. Lead- 
beater, expounding to the eminent agrieulturi>l in a few sen- 
tences those doctrines he had always maintained, and which 
are now" designatt'd more popularly as free trade. 

The day before he ejuitted Bath, a lett(‘r was dictated to 
Mrs. Leadbeater, and signed by his Iremulou.s liaud. It was 
among the last dispatched of his private letters. “I feel as 
I ought to do your constant hereditary kindness to me and 
mine. What you have lu'ard of my illness is far from exag- 
gerated. I am, thank God, alive, and that is all. Hastening 
to my dissolution, J have to bless Providence that 1 do not 
sutler a great deal of pain. * * ]\lrs. Burke has a 
tolerable share of health in every respect, exc(*pt much use of 
her limbs. 8he remembers your motlier’s most good-natured 
attentions, as I am sure I do, with much gratitude. I have 
ever been an admirer of your talents and virtues, and shall 
ever wish most cordially for every thing which can tend to 
your credit and satisfaction. 1 thorelbre congratulate you 
very heartily on the birth of your sou ; and pray remember 
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me to the representative of your family, who I hope still 
keeps up the school of which I have so tender a remembrance ; 
though after so long an absence, and so many unpleasant 
events of every kind that have distracted my thoughts, 1 
hardly dare to ask for any one, not knowing whether they 
are living or dead, lest 1 should he the means of awakening 
unpleasant recollections. P.S. Pray rtunemher me to Mr. 
Leadbeatcr. I have been at Bath these four months to no 
purpose, and am therefore to be removed to my own house 
at Beaconsfield to-morrow', to be nearer to a habitation more 
permanent, humbly and fearfully hoping that my better part 
may find a better mansion.'* 

There is something very touching in the mild and cheerful 
tone of this resignation to the Divine w ill, as well as in the 
allusions to his usual residence bi'ing so near to where he 
had determined should be his final resting ])lace (Bt‘acons- 
field Church.) Of this letter the then Bislio]) of Meath 
justly observed in a communication to the lady to whom it 
is address(‘d ; The great scene on which Providence gifted 
and allotted him to move was now^ closing ; and no record 
can ever be produced to mark the leading features of Ids 
character so strongly as that you possess in this letter. It 
show’s him still cherishing the early allections of his heart, 
among the higher cares which the station he had attained 
imposed upon him ; and after having controlled the destinies 
of the w orld, as all now agree he did, by his lattT w ritings, 
turning his last thoughts to the retired, unassuming daughter 
of the friend of his youth.’** 

To Beaconsfield, when> he had enjoyed so many of the 
honours and comforts of life, he returned to die ; for thm’eis 
something of satisfaction to the luimaii lu'art in hrealldiig 
our last and in depositing our hones in the spot where wv* 
have spent the most honourable and uscfid j)art. of our being. 
“ It is so far at least,” said he to some one just before 
quitting Bath, “ on my way to the tomb, and I may as well 
travel it alive as dead.” While awaiting the (‘vent which 
was delayed for a month longer, he gave directions about the 
disposal of some of his papers, particularly desiring that the 
chief of those relating to the impeachment should be pub- 
lished, repeating the same opinion of the whole proceeding 


Poems by Mary Leadbeater, p, 323. 
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which he had always expressed. Public affairs occupied 
much of his thoughts to the last moment : “ Never,” said he, 
“ succumb to the enemy ; it is a struggle for your existence 
as a nation ; and if you must die, die with the sword in your 
hand ; but I have no fears whatever for the result ; there is 
a salient, living principle of energy in the public mind of 
England which only requires proper direction to enable her 
to withstand this or any other ferocious foe. Persevere, 
therefore, till this tyranny be overpast.” To his own in- 
creasing weakness he submitted with the same placid and 
Christian-like resignation, undisturbed by a niurmur ; hoping, 
as he said, to obtain the Divine mercy tlirough the interces- 
sion of a blessed Redeemer, which, in his own AVords, “ he 
had long souglit with unfeigned humiliation, and to which 
he looked w'ith a trembling hope.” 

Shortly before the fatal event took place, Earl Eitzwilliam 
communicated to Mr. Fox the information tliat it could not 
be far distant ; and that gentleman havi?ig sent off a letter 
of in([uiry on the subject to iVIrs. Burke, received next day 
by express an answer couched in nearly the following terms. 
AVhatever be the opinion of the rigidity with wliich the 
subject of this note performed w hat he thought his dutv, it 
is impossible not to admire the exalted principle wliich 
prompted it. 

Mrs. Burke presents her comjdiments to JVFr. Fox, and 
thanks him for his obliging inquirh^s. IMrs. Burke com- 
municated his letter to Mr. Burke, and by his desire has to 
inform Mr. Fox that it has cost Mr. Burke the most heart- 
felt pain to obey the stern voice of his duty in rending 
asunder a long friendship, but that he deemed this sacrifice 
necessary ; that his principles continue the same ; and that 
in whatever of life may yet remain to him, he conceives that 
he must live for others and not for himself. Mr. Burke is 
convinced that the principles which he has endeavoured to 
maintain are necessary to the welfare and dignity of his 
country, and that these principles can be enforced only by 
the general persuasion of his sincerity. For herself, Mrs. 
Burke has again to express her gratitude to Mr. Fox for his 
inquiries.” 

A presentiment seems to have been felt of the moment of 
his summons from the world. Several of the previous hours 
w ere employed in expressing forgiveness of all w ho had in 
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any manner injured him, and in requesting the same from 
all whom his general or particular infirmities had offended. 
Messages of affectionate remembrance passed to *many absent 
friends, among others, as we learn from his sons, to Wilber- 
force for his book on Christianity ; “ That great man (Burke)** 
they write, “was said by Mr. Windham, when he had arranged 
his w’orldly matters, to have amused his dying hours with the 
writings of Addison (on the immortality of the soul.) He 
might have added what serious minds would have gladly 
heard. ‘ Have you been told,* Mr. Henry Thornton asks 
Mrs. Hannah More, ‘ that Burke spent much of the two last 
days of his life in reading Wilberforce’s book, and said that he 
derived much comfort from it, and that if he lived he should 
thank Wilberforce for having sent such a book into the 
world. So says Mrs. Crv^we, who w^as with Burke at the 
time.’ Before his death Mr. Burke summoned Hr. Laurence 
to his side, and committed specially to him the expression of 
these thanks.”* 

At intiTvals, he recapitulated his motives of action in 
several great public enuTgencies ; his then thoughts on the 
alarming state of the country, “the ruling passion strong 
in death gave some private directions connected with his 
aj)proaching d('ceast‘ ; and afterward listened again to the 
])erusal, by his desire*, of a few of the papers of Addison. 
These duties iinislu‘d, Ins attendants, with Mr. Nagle of the 
War-office, a rt*lation, were conveying him to bed, when in- 
distinetly artieulating a blessing on those around him, he 
sank down and after a inomeiit.'iry struggle expired, July 
Olh, 1797, in the sixty-eighth year of his age. ‘‘His end,’* 
said Hr. Laurence with great truth, “was suited to the 
simple greatness of mind which he displayed through life, 
every way uiiaffeeted, without levity, without ostentation, 
full of natural grace and dignity. He appeared neither to 
wish nor to dread, but patiently and ])lacidly to await the 
appointed hour of his dissolution.” “ When 1 have revolved 
bis various labours,” writes tlio author of the Pursuits of 
Literature, after an animated apostrop’ e to his memory, “1 
would record in lasting characters, and in our holiest and 
most honourable temple, the departed orator of England, the 
statesman, and the Christian, Edmund Burke ! ‘ Remuneratio 
ejus cum Altissimo P *’ 


* life of Wilberforce, vol. ii. p. 208. 
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When examined after death, his heart was found to be 
preternaturally enlarged, affording confirmation to the belief, 
if the common idea of sympathy between the heart and the 
affections of the mind be founded in fact, that grief for the 
loss of his sou killed him. An abset'ss liad likewise formed 
in his side, which some of his medical attendants, among 
whom was Dr. Lynn of AVindsor, considered of a canctTous 
nature. Sir Gilbert Bhine ^^ho had been previously con- 
suited, infonned me in a long conversation on this subject, 
that he had arrived at that conclusion from the first, of 
the disease being a scirrhous alhrtion of the stomach. 

On the 15th of July he was buried according to his desirt', 
in Deaconstield clnirch, in the same grave with his son and 
brother. The body had bet^n removed to the house of Mrs. 
Salisbury Haviland in the town of Beaconsiiekl the previous 
day for the convenience of a walking procession to the church, 
in which ceremony seventy members of the beiiclit society 
he had patronised, clad in mourning, ])rcceded the corpse. 
‘'Soon after five o’clock,” writes the anti(|uariau correspon- 
dent whose communications have already been noti<*ed, “an 
immense number of carriages bad arrived in the town from 
London and otlier places, which conveyed many distinguished 
members of both Iloust's of l^irliamont to pay the last mark 
of attention to the remains of this admired and celebrated 
man. I never witnessed a more imposing solemnity. It 
was not merely mourning in exterior ; I knew many, more 
especially among the poorer classes, wlu) felt, and showed 
that they felt, the loss of a friend. The pall was borne by 

Sir Gilbert Elliot, afterwards Earl Duke of Devonshire, K.G. 

of Minto. Karl of Inohiquin afterwards Mar- 

The S})eaker of the House of quisof Tlioinoud 
Comriions, now Lord Sulniouili, Mr. Windham. 

The Duke of Portland, K. G. Lord Chancellor Loughboroug-h, 

Earl Fitzwilliam. afterwards Earl of lioslyn. 

“ Few gentry of the surrounding country, as you have ob- 
served, omitted to be in attendance on this occasion ; and 
all the neighbouring pulpits in alluding to liis loss paid that 
tribute to his private virtuc^s which none, whatevtir might be 
their political opinions, could well withhold.” Mr. Fox pro- 
posed in the House of Commons tliat he should be interred 
in the national receptacle for illustrious talents, AVestminster 
Abbey — an honour which be w as informed the terms of the 
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W ill of the deceased precluded. The writer has been informed 
from authority which he cannot question (Mr. Haviland 
Burke), that this fact was communicated to Mr. Fox previous 
to the proposal being made in the House; and the inference 
drawn from it by some of Burke’s friends was, that as he 
knew the proposal could not bo complied with, he introduced 
it to preserve a seeming show of liberality towards his memory 
which was not in reality felt. This it is to be hoped is a 
mistake, or at least an erront'ous conclusion. But it is true, 
that the reply of Mr. Fox to a lt‘tter of Mr. Xagle, who wrote 
off to him an account of the decease of his old associate soon 
after it took place, and detailing some particulars of the 
conversation which preceded it, was a cold coinmon-ydace.* 

In his will, disinclination is expressed to unnecessary ex- 
pense in the funeral, or to postlunnous honours beyond a 
simple inscription on the flag stoiu' or on a small tablet on 
the church wall. Thisri‘strietion, though in accordance with 
his unpretending habits, may be considered an instance of 

• Dr. Diiriu*y who attended iiitn ti> tlie •'rave, |ravo tlie fullowinp: account 
to liis dau^’hter — “ 1 was invited to poor Mr. Burke’s funeral by Mrs. 
Crewe and two notes f’nun Bt*aeoii.''ru Id. Malone and I went to Bulstrode 
toi^etlier in my car this day s* ven-ni>rht. with two horses added to mine. 
Mrs. (hvwe had invited me thither when she went down lirst. We found 
tlie Duke of P. (I’ortlund) there; and the Dnki* of Devonshire and W^ind- 
liam came 10 dinner. The I’haiicellor and Sjicaker of the House of Com- 
mons, could not leave Lttndon till lour o’clock, but arrived a little after 
seven. We all set off to^retlier to Beaconslield, wlu're we found tlie rest 
of the pall-bearers — Ixtrd I•’itz^\ illiain. Lord Iiiehicjuin and Sir (Gilbert 
Hlliot, with Doctois Kiii”- and Lnun nee, Kml. North, Dudley North, and 
many of the deceased's private frit-mL, though by his repeated iniiiictions 
the funeral was to be very private. We had all hatbands, scarfs, and gloves ; 
and lie left a list to Avhuiii rinf;'s of rememhranee are to be sent, amonfj: 
wlioiu my name occurred ; and a jeweller le»s been lierefor my measure. I 
W'ent back to Bulstrode by invitation, with (he two Dukes, the Chancellor 
and Speaker, AViiulham, Malone, and Secretary Kinj:^. 1 stayed there till 
Sunday evenin"-, and "fot home just before tlie dreadful storm. The 
Duke was extremely civil and hospitable — pre.^ised me much to stay lonp:er 
and with them, the Chancellor, Speaker, Windham, and Mrs. Crew^e, 
to Penn, to see the School founded by Mr. Burke for tlie male children of 
French emigrant nobles ; hut I could not with prudence stay. • • * 
So much for poor Mr. Burke — certainly one of the greatest men of the 
present century ; and I think I might say the best orator and statesman of 
modern times. He had liis passions and prejudices to which I did not sub- 
scribe; but I always admired his great abilities, friendship, and urbanity ; 
and it would be ungrateful in you and me, to whom he was certainly 
partial, not to feel and lament his loss.” 
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self-denial in a public man ; for though rank, and honours, 
and money may be refused by such when alive, there are 
perhaps few who would decline the monumental brass, or 
marble, or inscription, which conveys to posterity some in- 
timation that their merits, were at least in part estimated 
and valued by their contemporaries. His reason for advert- 
ing to the subject he expresses to be “ because I know the 
partial kiiuliH'ss to me of some of my friends ; but 1 have 
had in my life too much of noise and compliment.” — The 
first clause in this testamentary document marks in a 
manner e(jually striking, his piety, and attachment to his de- 
parted kindred : — “ According to the ancient, good, and 
laudable custom of which my heart and understanding recog- 
nize the propriety, 1 bequeath my soul to God, hoping for 
his mercy only through the merits of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Aly body I desire to be buried in the church 
at IBeacoiisfield, near to the bodies of my dearest brother 
and my dearest son, in all humility praying that as we have 
lived in perf<.‘ct unity together, we may together liave a part 
in the resurrection of the just.” His brother-in-law, Mr. 
John Nugent, he bequeaths to the protection of his political 
friends, in order to provide for liis interests ; and to his 
“ entirely beloved and incomparable wife, Jam^ Mary Burke,” 
is given the whole of his property in fee-simple. To his 
niece, Mrs. Haviland, who.se husband was alive at the time 
the will was drawn up a legacy was h*ft of ^TOOO. 

On a tablet such as he desired, in the south aisle of Bea- 
consfield church, is the following inscription : — 

Near this place lieR interred all 
1’hat wtus mortal of the 
Rif^ht Honourable Edmund Burke, 

Who died on the Uth of July, 1797, af,^ed 68 years! 

In the same {;rave are drpowitfd the remains of his only son, Richard 
Burke, Esq., representative in 1‘arluunent for the Boroug-h of Malton. 
Who died the 2d August, 1794, aged 65: 

Of his brother Richard Burke, Esq., Barrister at Law, 

And Recorder of the City of Bristol, 

AVho died on the 4th February, 1794: 

And of his widow June Mary Burke, who died on the 2d April, 

.^12, aged 78.* 

* A friend adds a few further particulars. 

“ On a mural monument in the south aisle of Beaconsficld church — Th« 
arms of Burke impaling N agent, sculptured in bold relief* 
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Mrs. Burke continued to reside at Butler’s Court, visited 
and esteemed by all the friends of her late husband, among 
whom Mr. and Mrs. Windham were at all times particularly 
attentive, until her death, April 2, 1812, being previously 
much crippled in her limbs by rheumatism. It was believed 
for some time that she w'as the author of a novel published 
in 1800, called “ Elliott, or Vicissitudes of Early Life,” but 
her friends knew this w'as not the fact, though the pub- 
lisher said ho had had correspondence on the subject 
with a lady of that name residing at Beaconsfield, whom 
he understood to be the widow of Edmund Burke. The 

** On a cross gules, the first quarter charged with a lion rampant sable 
— Burke impaling Nugent — Ermine, two bars gules — Nugent. 

“Crest — On a wreath, a mountain cat sejant guurdant pro}>er, gorged 
with a plain collar and chained or.” 

From the intimate connexion of this family with that of Hnvihind, it 
may not be extraneous to introduce, from the autliority of my antiquarian 
correspondent, the mortimrj' notices upon its members in Penn church ; 
the words of the iuscripiion upon the General, few as they are, but ex- 
pressive, being the suggestion of Mr. Burke. 

“ Near the vestry door, on a tablet sculptured with military trophies 
and other appropriate emblems, by Hickey — the arms of Ilaviland — 
argent three enibuttlcd castles sable, impaling — Aston — argent — a fess and 
in chief three lozenges sable — inscribed— here rest the remains of Gene- 
ral William Ilaviland, late Colom l of the 'lotli llegiineiit of Infantry. — 
An experienced and successful commander without ostentation. A firm 
friend without profi'ssion. A good man without pretence. He died Sept. 
1(), 1784, aged 07 years. — Also of Mary, relict of AVm. Townly Balfour, 
Esq. of the kingdom of Ireland, who departed this life August 2, 1789, 
aged 56 years — after having, by her exemplary patience, pious resigna- 
tion under a long and severe illness, impressed a genuine value upon 
those amiable qualities both of the understanding and of the heart, which 
made her the delight of all who knew her. — Al.soof Mary, wife of Samuel 
Ruxton Fitzherbert, Esq., of the kingdom of Ireland, — in whom simplicity 
of manners adorned a fine understanding — tlie love of her duty adorned 
the practice of it — and her afiection was rendered im*stimul)le by the sin- 
cerity and truth with which it was accompanied. She died Sept. 13th, 1 78G, 
aged 29 years. This monument, sacred to the memory of the b st of 
husbands, an afiectionate twin sister, and a dutiful daughter, is erected 
•by their disconsolate survivor, Salisbury Ilaviland. 

“ Mrs. Salisbury Ilaviland herself was burie;l at Penn, October 6, 1807, 
and her unmarried sister, Abigail Aston, who liad lived with her, was 
likewise interred Feb. 11th, 1814, aged 80 years. — And as the more hum- 
ble friends of Mr. Burke’s family must not be forgotten in this list of 
the departed, it may be njentioned that those old and faithful servants, 
Webster and his wife, repose near the remains of their master, in the 
cemetery at Beaconsfield; the former dying in December, 1810, the latter 
in August, 1818.” 
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real author however was a Mrs. Burke who published the 
“ Sorrows of Edith,*’ and other tales. Some time previous 
to her death, she sold the mansion and estate of Butler’s 
Court to her neighbour, James Du Pre, Esq. of Wilton 
Park, for £38,500, reserving the use of the house and 
grounds during her life, and for one year after death. Mrs. 
Thomas Haviland, the niece of Mr. Burke, lived with her 
until her decease, under the promist* of being made her heir, 
w^hich however did not lake t‘llect. She received however a 
legacy of £5000, the remainder of the ])ro|)erly being be- 
queathed to Mrs. Burke’s own nephew, Mr. Nugent. 

Mrs. Haviland was a most amiable and deserving woman, 
notunw’ortby of rehit ionsbip to her celebrated uncle, who in 
his letters, was always lavish in her praises.* She retired 
to live at Brompton for the bemdit of her health, and died 
there in March, ISIG, at tbt‘ age of forty-six. — Her son, the 
late Thomas .Haviland Burk(\ of Lincoln’s Inn, in conse- 
quence of jMr. Burke’s brothers dying unmarried, became the 
only representative of the family, and as such assumed the 
name and arms of his iiucle, no other jiersou standing in the 
same, or indeed any near relationshij) to tliat distiiiguish(‘d 
man. His sou Mr. Edmund JLirkc, nc>w at Etou, and tw'o 
daughters survive. The library, and all the tokens of regard 
and admiration which be bad rt'ceivc'd from tlie good and 
great of the world, devoLed w ith the bulk of the property 
to Mr. Nugent. The pieces of sculpture wliicli ornamented 
the house were sold by auction by Christie, and some of them 
grace the Britisli IMuseum. 

An old and costly carved chair of particular workmanship, 
which had been for many years used in the House of Com- 
mons, was, upon some alteration lliert', displaced and pre- 
sented to Mr. Burk(\ It was sold among bis other remains, 
and purchased by Mr. Peregrine .Dealtry, of Bradenbam 
House, and after his dt'cease in IS) I was presented by his 
sisters to Dr. Parr, w ho pn'sc.Tved it as one of the great 
ornaments and curiosities of Hatton. On his death in March 
1825, it was transferred by bequest to Dr. John Jolmstone, 

* Having oocaaion to consult an eminent aurfroon in I.ondon (Sir C. U.), 
after bein^ a widow, he fell in lovt; with her, and Ixunj^ extremely rich, 
made an ojffer of u aplendid aettleiaent alon" w ith liis hand, which how- 
ever, from aome acruplea as to the propriety of second nmiTiag^ea, ahe 
thoug^ht proper to decline. 
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of Birmingham, in whose possession it now is. — Such is the 
regard felt for even trifling memorials of the great, and the 
desire to be the possessors. 

Butler’s Court was burnt down on the morning of the 23rd 
of April, 1813, having been let to a clergyman named Jones, 
for the purpose of a school, in whose occupation the accident 
took place. It is remarkable that Cliefden, the seat of his 
intimate friend Lord Inchiquin, only five miles distant, shared 
the same fate a lew years before, being burnt down in May 
1795. Clicfdt n, to the loss of Avhich Burke adverts in one of 
his letters is celebrated by Pope; and there Greorge IV. 
passed some of his younger days. This house, as well as 
JButlcr’s Court, was built ui)on the plan of Buckingham 
House, with a grand centre connected to wings by corridors. 


^ ClIA PTEll XYI. 

His Person— Milliners — Habits — Conversational Powers and Sallies — Pri- 
vate Character — Ardour of Temper and iuijmted Irritability — Contem- 
jKirary Cpinioiia formed of him. 

In adverting to tht' ])iiblic and private characteristics of 
tiiis ct'lebraicd man, tliere will he fotind so much to commend, 
that simple justice may run the, risk of bt'ing deemed indis- 
criminate ])aiiegM'ie. Against this 1 am solicitous to guard 
by giving in addition ti> any estimate of my own of those 
merits the ojiinioiis of otlu'rs mor(‘ eompi'U'nt jierhaps to con- 
vey a ctirrect judgment. Several of these were u ell acquainted 
with him, as well as with the facts they rt'spectively state, 
and some being opposed to him on ])olitical topics vdll not 
be sus})eeted of be, stowing uiuleser> ‘d praise. 

To give a just representation of a gieat political character, 
whose life has been spent in the const ant contention inse- 
parable at l(\'ist, from the calling he pursiu's, is a laborious 
indeed, but not an imjmacticable undertaking. To give such 
a representation as shall be univ(*rsally acceptable, is from the 
spirit of party, not always easy. A sta, esman is usually to the 
mass of the world an object of suspicion during, or near 
to, the time in wliicb bo lives. If tliere be two ways of con- 
struing his conduct, the unfavourable side is commonly taken ; 
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yet the contrary impression would he nearer to truth, for of 
all public men he is the most interested in doing, or in aiming 
to do right, whether he looks to the continuance of present 
power, or to the possession of that which every man would 
have if he could, namely, posthumous reputation. It is the 
duty therefore, of the biographer or historian diligently to 
attend to this ; to give even to questionable cliaracters jin 
attentive and impartial, if not favourable consideration. This 
is the business not merely of common charity but of strict 
justice ; for notnuthstanding so many exclamations against 
poor human nature, much more of good is found among man- 
kind than we are willing to acknowledge. Many states- 
men, however unpopular or imprudent in tlicir politics, 
have not been without high public as well as private virtues. 
But on the other hand, ^^here no crimes are charged, where 
no suspicion attaches, and A\here even adversaries have been 
compelled to rendcT praise, the task of the narrator is nt*ces- 
sarily more agreeabh*. Such is the case with j\Ir. Burke. 
Judged therefore by this standard, he will be ackiioNN ledged 
to be not merely a great but an eminently good man, in 
whose character or conduct there will be found little which 
the most devoted admirer need be afraid to probe, little of 
human infirmity over which an enemy can triumph ; for his 
errors whatever th(*y were, chiefly arose from pushing the 
passions of virtue to excess. 

In person he was about five feet ten inches high, erect, 
well-formed, never very robust ; when young, ex})ert in the 
sports of his country and time, active in habits suited to his 
years until his last illness, and always it n(‘ed scarcely be 
added, particularly active in mind, having nothing of what 
he called “ that master-vice, sloth,’* in his composition. Ilia 
countenance in early life possessed considerable sweetness, 
and by his female friends was esteemed hands. me. At a 
later period, it* did not appear to be marked, particularly 
when unexcited, by expression, vvhicli from the well- 
known qualities of his mind many persons (*x])t‘cfed tc ‘ 
see. But the lines of thought were evident, and when ani- 
mated by discussion, there was an occasional working of the 
brow’, occasioned partly by being near-sighted, which let the 
attentive observer into the secret of the powerfui workings 
within. From this defective state of vision, he frequently, 
from about the year 1780, wore spectacles. An Irish 
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literary lady of talent — and ladies we may admit are competent 
judges in such matters — who enjoyed the pleasure of his 
acquaintance, thus describes liim to me at the age of fifty. 

“ lie was the handsomest man 1 recollect to have seen ; 
his stature about six fee?t, well-made, portly, but not cor- 
pulent. His countenance was such as a painter would find 
it difficult precisely to draw {and indtHul I always understood 
they complained of the difficulty) : its expression frequently 
varying, but always full of benevolence, marked in my 
opinion by strong intellect, and softened by sensibility. ^ 

A full-length portrait of him hangs in the Examina- 
tion Hall of Dublin University; the figure, features, 
and complexion are like his ; but the countenance, as 
a whole, by no means does him justice. * * * * 11(. 
was a most delightful companion, and had the art of 
rendering the timid (‘as\ in his company. His conversation, 
which was ofti'u serious and instructive, abounded at other 
times with wit, j)lcasantry, and good humour; whatever 
subject ht‘ sj)oke upon, and he spoke u])on all, he excelled in, 
as if it had formed a particular study ; and his language 
though sometimes considered ornamential on public occasions, 
was distinguislied by a fasciiuiUng simplicity, yet pow(‘rful 
and apjiropriate beyond what I can ttdl.” — Another lady, 
with whose liTisband, who was a relation, he occasionaliy 
spent a day in Jjainb’s Conduit Str(*et in London, describes 
him nearly in the same terms — “ His address frank, yet 
dignified ; his conversation inter(*sting and various ; and, 
])articLilarly in female society, playful and amusing in a high 
de:>ree.” — Tlie best pictures of him are those ])ainted by 
Kcynolds, llomney and Barry, from one of the former of 
which the t‘ngrnving Avhich accompanies this volume is taken. 
The original is in possession of Earl Eitzwilliam, bdng be- 
qu(‘atht‘d to him by Mrs. Burke. That which hiings in the 
Examination Theatre of the University of Dublin was taken 
at a mu(‘h later period of life, the face shorter than in Sir 
Joshua’s, with something of contemplativi* severity in the ex- 
pression. A better likeness, as is commonly said, is that 
modelled in wax and finely finished ] y T. li. Poole, but it 
should bo remembered that it was taken at a later period of 
life than any of the pictures. 

Of the bust by Hickey, which has been noticed as 
having been presented by his nephew, Mr. Kaviiaud 

2 n 
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Burke, to Jhe British Museum, the history is somewhat 
curious. It appears that Queen Caroline, when Princess of 
Wales, professing great admiration of Mr. Burke, wrote to 
Mrs. jWke at Butler’s Court, requesting perniissiou for a 
cast to be taken from the bust in her possession for a 
collection which she was then makiiig of the ct*h‘brated 
men of the British nation. INIrs. Burke, pleased at having 
due lionour paid to her husband, and conceiving that 
this memorial of him could not be better or more safely 
placed than in royal custody, otfered to her Koval lligliness’s 
acceptance a present of the bust itself. The oiler was ac- 
cepted. No such collection however as had been stated, was 
ever formed. At tlu‘ sale of Iut Koyal Highness’s elfects at 
Connaught House, the bust having been found amid some 
housebold rul)bisli, received among other articles a ])lac(* in 
the catalogue of tlu* auctioneer. In this situation Mrs. 
Thomas Haviland heard of it, and ga\e a commission to have 
this relic of her uncle privately purchased ; but the sum de- 
manded being exorbitant, it was tho\.glit btdter to await 
public sale. Hert', a strong contest for its jK)sst‘ssion 
taisued willi Turnerelli, the sculptor, a\1u) (‘xpressed some 
anxit.‘ty for its acquisition uptm \shicli lu‘ ])ut a high 
value ; and to him in consequence of a mistake of the 
agent of ^Irs. Haviland, it was knocked (l(ovn. A dispute 
arising, it was again ])ut up. Tumerelli in the mean tinu* 
finding that as a relative of ]Mr. Burke had determined on 
the purchase, further conlentiuii on liis part would be vain, 
relinquished his oj)]>osition, and tluTelbre it was eventually 
])rocured for a comparatively small sum. 

Like ]Mr. Fox, Burke appeared somewliat m'gligont iu 
dress, btnng latterly distinguished by a tiglit brown coat 
seeming to impede freedom of motion and a little bob-wig 
vvith curls, wdiich in addition to spectacles, made his person 
recognizable by those who had never jireviously seen him 
the moment he rose to speak in the House of (’ommons. 
Though an ardent lover of jioetrv, which lie prized at every 
period of life, and more especially that of Milton* as furuish- 

* Like Johiipori, Goldsmith, and many otlicrs, he lind a very poor 
opinion, as is evident in his letter of critieism on the arts to Borry, of 
Ossian ; besides which, three-fourths at least, lie said, of the productions 
ascribed to that ancient be considered to be for^i-ries, so entirely, tliat 
the writer bad not even tradition to build upon, tlu)n'.rb in others no doubt 
he liad made use of l<»cal and romantic tales. “ Nothin«j,” he said, “ but 
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ing the gr^indest imagery in the lahguage, yet contrary to th?! 
common idea that love for poetry and for music go together 
he had little ear for the latter. Mr. Fox, it is known, had none 
at all ; and it has been remarked that the ears of Mr. Pitt 
and Dr. Johnson were equally tuneless. From the slight 
peculiarity in his gait noticed in a previous page, Sir Joshua 
who as an artist had an eye to these tilings, used to say that 
it sometimes gave him the id(‘a of his having two left legs. 
11 e received peo])le fr(‘quently in the library and dressing* 
room ; and here when busily occupied on important subjects, 
which during much of his parliamentary life was the case, he 
was accustomed to dictate kdters with apparently careless 
facility. AV^ith writings intendc'd fur the press he was on 
the contrary fastidious. Grt*at jiains and frequent and 
careful revisions were expcoided upon such whenever he 
aimed at making a strong iuipr(‘ssioii. Blots and erasures 
were of course nunu'rous, so as to render his manuscrijits 
frequently diilicult to decifiher to those not accustomed to 
the task. The* matt(*r itself of Ids compositions was rarely 
altered; hut the arrangement, illustration, and turn of the 
senlcMiccs, very f?' 0 (jucutly. Habit however had rendered 
the most perspicuous modes of expression so familiar, that 
in this resjx'ct his most hastily writti'ii and contidcniiai 
commimicalioiis offer little for critical remark. 

His addr(‘ss in private life possessed something of a 
chivalrous air — noble in bearing, yet uiiaflectcHl and unrt*- 
served, impressing upon strangers of cv(‘ry rank by his force 
and novelty of n inark the conviction of being a remarkabh* 
mail. “ *Sir,” said dohuson, to exemjdity this, if Burke were 
to go into a stable t o give diroctioiis about his horse, the ostler 
would say, ‘ AVe have had an extraordinary man luuv,’ ” His 
manner in mixed society was uiiobt. usive, surrendering at 
once his desire to talk to any one who had, or who thought he 
had, the least claim to he heard. “ AA^here a loud-tougned 
talker was in company,” writes Ciimherland, “Edmund Burke 
declined all claims upon attention.” A\^hen Johnson one 
evening seized upon ('very topic of discourse that was started, 
and an auditor alU'r quitting the conqiany, remarked to 
Burke that he should have liked to lu'ar more from another 
p('rson, meaning him, “ Oh no,” replit'd the latter, “ it is 
enough for me to have rung the bell to him.” To the lower 

the hliiid nnrioTialify of J^^cotcliineii ^hemsolves g-uvt the lt:ist coimteiiance 
to tlio import art*. ’ 
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class of people, it has been remarked, he was always affable. 
When a youth who was on a visit to him at Beaconsfield, 
treated the respectful salutation of a servant somewhat nej^li- 
gently Mr. Burke called him aside, and terminated a remon- 
strance on the subject by saying, “ Never permit yourself to 
be outdone in courtesy by your inferiors.” Of literary 
society he was always fond, preferring it more perliaps than 
liis own political interests demanded, to that which was 
merely distinguished by rank and fashion. 

His conversational ])owors partook of the same fulness of 
mind which distinguished his eloquence. They never ran 
dry ; the supply for the subject always t!xceeded the demand. 
“ Burke,” said Johnson — and the admiration of such a man 
is of itself a passport to fame — “ is never what we call hum- 
drum ; never in a hurry to begin conversation, at a loss to 
carry it on, or eager to leave off.” On many other occa- 
sions the moralist celebrated the excelUmce of “ his talk,” 
and tliough in some degree of a different character from his 
own, it was rarely less instructive, and little less forcible. 
Among friends, his sallitjs of thought were frequently of a 
serious cast, sometimes philosophical, sometimes moral, the ele- 
vation of the sentiment commonly forming a contrast to the 
unaffected simplicity with which it was delivered - for here 
he did not often play the orator. A profound reflection, or 
great moral truth, often slipped from him as if by accident, 
without seeming to have cost any trouble in the elaboration. ' 
While Johnson’s throes in the delivery of briglit thoughts 
were sometimes obvious, and he took care by a loud and 
authoritative manner, to force the offspring of wit or 
wisdom upon his hearers. What we have of the sayings of 
Burke make us anxious for more. He has himself indeed 
drawn up the line-of-battlc of his genius to the public gaze 
in his works ; but who does not regret that he had no 
Boswell in attendance tt> noh* do>vn the transient sallies of 
playful and social hours — to colh et and arrange for posterity . 
the flying squadron of his brain f 

When Croft’s Life of l)r. Young was spoken of as a good 
imitation of Johnson’s style, “No, no,” said he, “it is not a 
good imitation of Johnson ; it has all his j^omp without his 
force ; it has all the nodosities of the oak without its 
strtMigth ; it has all the contortions of the sybil without the 
inspiration.” JSpeaking of the new sect of philosophers of 
1793, “ These fellows,” said he. “ have a wrong twist in their 
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heads, which ten to one gives them a wrong twist in tlieir 
hearts also.” When toid oi* Godwin’s dtTinition of gratitude 
in Political Justice, “ I should take care to spare him the 
commission of the opposite vice by never coni erring upon him 
a favour.” Swaggering paradoxes,” lu* added, “ when exa- 
mined, often sneak into pitiful logomaclji(‘s.’* Of reasoning 
upon political theories, he observed, “ The majors make a 
pompous figure in the battle, but the victory of truth 
depends upon the little minor of circumstances.” When a 
present of wine to the Literary Club was almost expended, 
lie playfully observed, “ I understand the* hogshead of claret 
W'hich this society was favoured with by the Dean ( Barnard) 
is nearly out : 1 think ^*e should be written to, to send 
another of the same kiiu.. L(d the request be made with a 
happy ambiguity of expression, so that we may have the 
chance of his striding it also as a ])rcsent.” Dr. Johnson 
was voted secretary, or diet a tor for the occasion. “ Were I 
your dictator,” said the moralist, “ you should have no 
wine. It would be my business, caver e ne quid detriment i 
Respnblica caperef, and wim* is dangerous, liome was 
ruined by luxury.” “ If you allow no wine as dictator,” 
said Burke, “you shall not have me for your master of 
horse.” 

Like Johnson, he preferred London as a place of constant 
residence, in order to avoid the inquisitorial remarks of a 
country town. Boswell obs<‘rves on t his, “ Mr. Burke, whose 
orderly and amiable domestic habits might make the eye of 
observation h'ss irksome to him than to most men, said once 
very pleasantly in my h(*aring, ‘ Though 1 have the honour 
to represent Bristol, I should not like to live there ; I should 
be oblig(*d to be so much upon my good behaviour' ” On 
the question whether a man would live his life over again if 
it w^ere in his power, he usi‘d an iugeiiions argument. 
“Everyman (said he) would live his life over again ; for 
every man is willing to go on and make an addition to his 
life, which as he grows t)lder he has no ri‘:ison to think will 
be better, or eve-n so good as w hat has preceded.” He had 
a very poor opinion of t he merits, lia'rary or moral, of the 
“ Beggar s Opera.” “There is nothing exhibited in that 
piece (said ho) which a correct man would wish to see, and 
nothing taught in it which any man would wdsli to learn.” 

At table his habits wore temperate, preferring the lighter 
to the stronger wines, In opposition to Johnson’s gradation 
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of liquors, claret for boys, port for men, brandy for heroes 
“ then,” said Burke, “ give me claret, for I like to be a boy, 
and partake of the honest hilarity of youth.” At a later period 
of life, when exhausted by mental exertion, or attacks of in- 
digestion arising from close application, he was accustomed 
to take large quantities of ’water, as hot as it could be drank ; 

warm water, (said he) sickens, but hot water stimulates.” 
Ill allusion partly to this habit, the wri1(T of a piece in imi- 
tation of “ Retaliation,” who apjilit's the ditferent kinds of 
wine, as Goldsmith had done disiies, to his characters— as 
port to Johnson, cliampagne to Garrick, burgundy to lley- 
nolds, thus says of the orator : 

To Burke a pure libation brillL^ 

Fresh driovn from pure CaKtalian spring; 

"With civic* oak tlie goblet bind. 

Fit enddem of Imn })atriot mind ; 

Let Clio as his taster sip. 

And Hermes band it to his lip. 

An amiable feature in his disposition was dislike to any- 
thing like detraction, or that insinuation agfdiist private 
character too often tolerated even in what is called good 
society, ’which without amounting to slander, ])rodiices lu'arly 
similar effects. AV'hen this occurred in his own house by any 
one with whom he was familiar, he wtiuld directly cheek it, 
or drop a hint to tliat effect — ‘‘Aow tliat you liavi' begun 
■with his defects,” he would say, “ I presume* you mean to 
finish with a catalogue of his good qualitit‘s and soinctiim.‘s 
said, though mildly, “censoriousness is allied to none of the 
virtues.” When remarks of this kiml were introduced by 
others whom it might liave been rude* to interrupt, bo took 
tlie part of the accused by apologies, or by urging a difft‘reut 
construction of their actions, and as soon as ho could, 
changed the subject ; exeniplilying the advice ho once fami- 
liarly and wisely gave to a grave and anxious acquaintance 
prone to querulous lamentations, “ liegard not trifles, my 
dear Sir ; live pleasantly.” 

A dispute occurring with the lord of the manor in which 
his property at Beaconsficld was situated, about the right of 
ownership in a number of oak trees which stood outside of 
the park-paling, it was refern*d to the decision of a court of 
law. So confident w as his adversary of gaining the cause, 
that he had directed the bell-ringers to be in readiness, the 
moment the news arrived, to celebrate his victory. Tlie 
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result proved contrary to what he expected ; and Mr. Burke’s 
servants, thinking their master entitled to the same demon- 
stration of village joy upon his success, were proceeding to 
express it, when hearing what was going on he gave ])eremp- 
tory orders to desist. “ It is bad enough to quarrel with a 
neighbour,” said he, without attempting to triumph over 
him and added, when the intention of the other was urged, 
“ What /le might have done is of no consequence ; it is ne- 
cessary to consider what I should do.” 

Johnson, who denied liim scarcely any other talent or 
merit, would not admit that he possessed wit; he always got 
into the mire, he said, by attempting it. Wilk('s, howeven*, 
who certainly w'as no mean judge of that faculty, thought 
differently; so did Boswell; so did Windham; so did 
Courtenay, liimself a wit, wlio thus commences an ode ad- 
dressed to Malone, from Bath — 

Whilst you illumine Shakspeare^s 
And dure the future critic’s rajre, 

Or on the ])ast r<*fine ; 

Here many an eve 1 pensive sit, 

Aa B url^^ours out the stnuMi 
^ No' Hoswell joys o’er wine. 

Dr. Eobertson, the historian, maintained he had a great 
flow of w it, as his surprising allusions, brilliant sallii's of 
vivacity, and novel and ingenious conceits exhibited daily in 
his conversation and speeehes in Parliament, furnished evi- 
dence. Dr. Beattie entertained the same opinion. Alluding 
to the disinelination of Johnson to admit the jiossessiou of 
this talent in im*n to whom the world generally allowed it, 
he says, in one of his letters; “Even Lord Chest ertiehl, and 
tohat is wore strange, even Mr. Barke, ho woulii not allow' 
to have wit.” Sir Joshua E(‘ynolds likewise agrecul in the 
opinion of his fertility in wit, observing, “ That he has often 
heard Burke say in tht* course of an evening ten good things, 
each of which would have served a noted wit (w hom he 
named) to live upon for a twelvemonth.” Nearly the same 
opinion w^as entertained and expressed h'.' many successive 
Houses of Commons, and more especially by those members, 
and they w^re no small number, wLo smarted under its lash 
— and among whom w'ere frequent exclamations against 
“the wantonness of his wit and the licentiousness of his 
eloquence,” — the former a quality which as an auxiliary in 
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debate when under prudent management and subservient to 
somelhing more solid, he found very etYective. liOrd Nort\\ 
was in this respect his only competitor ; and Mr. Sheridan 
afterwards occasionally his only superior. Mr. Pitt, when 
he had no more efiectual answer to give to the keener sallies 
of the Member for Malton, wdiich was not unfrequently the 
case in the war of words they had so long carried on, once 
termed them, “ the overflowings of a mind, the richness of 
whose wit was unchecked for the time by its w'isdom and 
an able anonymous writer, during the American war, among 
other distinguishing characteristics of his mind, particularly 
points to his “ sarcastic wit ” All reports othis speeches in 
the earlier part of his career continually allude to “his wit. 

For Johnson’s remark there was some foundation in occa- 
sional fits of punning to which he gave way round the social 
table among intimate friends, in order as he said, to amuse 
the ladies; and these w’cre sometimes so indiflerent as to 
draw down smart rallies from his niece, Miss French, with 
“ Keally, uncle, that is very poor.” “ Tfiere now, you have 
quite spoiled it ; we expected something better.” But there 
was some little malicious ph'asure even in his failures ; for 
the less credit he gained by his etforts, the more he was 
accustomed to smile at the disappoiiitment of those who 
were in expectation of hearing sometliing very fine. This 
play upon words was not always dignified, as we find in the 
conclusion of a note to IVfrs. Haviland, in allusion to the 
military title of her husband ; — “ In order that 1 may turn 
over a new leaf wdth you, in wishing you, and all witli you, in 
General, and in particular, a thousand and one haj)[)y years 
— when may every one of them, and even the odd one, he 
as pleasant, but a little more real than the Thousand and 
one Arabian Entertainments! This we all cordially wish. 
Mrs. Balfour is well, to all appearance, of all rheumatism. 
May you all be well of all complaints. God bless you. Yours 
ever, m}' dear Madam, Sirs, young and middle aged — for self, 
wife, and son, &c.” 

His more amusing sallies did not lie, like Johnson’s, 
in cutting repartee, as in a more playful strain, though 
by no means destitute of pungency ; sometimes quaint and 
humourous, sometimes coarse enough ; frequently of classical 
origin or allusion, as several of the specimens preserved by 
Bosw'ell evince ; but w'ithout the biting severity of the lexi- 
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cograplier which he characterized on one occasion very 
promptly and happWy in reply to Dr. Kobcrtson the histo- 
rian, who observing that Johnson’s rebukes were but “right- 
eous oil which did not break the head “ Oil !” replied 

Mr. Burke, “ oil of vitriol !” When his friend the Rev. Dr. 
Marlay was a])pointed to the Deanery of I’erns, “ I do not 
like the name, ’ said he, “ it sounds so like* a barren title.” 
Alluding to livings, ho observed that Horace had a good 
one in view, in S])caking of — Eat mudas in rebus sunt certi 
denique fines; whicli Ik^ translated, “ a modus in the tithes 
and fines certain.” When some one inquired whether the 
Isle of Man was wortli a jouriuy thither to see, “ By all 
means,” said Burke, “ the proper study of mankind is 
Boswell, wlum trying to give a definition of man, 
called him a animal ; “Tour detiiiition is good,” 

replied Burk(' ; “ 1 now see the full force' of the common 
proverb, ‘ ilu're is reason in the roasting of eggs.’ ” When 
the same industrious clironich'r was describing some learned 
ladies asse'mbled around, and vying in attention to a worthy 
and tall friend of tlieirs (Johnson), “Ay,” said Mr. Burke, 
“like maids round a may-polo.” In allusion to the chairing 
of INIr. Wilkes, he applied to it Horace’s description of 
Pindar’s numbers, “ Fertiir numeris U <je solutisf altering 
the sc'cond word to humeris ; he (Wilkes) is carried on 
shoulders 'uncontrolled hi/ lau\ Conviusing with a young 
gentleman from Ireland of better birth and capacity than 
fortune, who was venting Ids indignatit)n against the purse- 
proud arrogance of some Scotch tra(h*r who had, according 
to his account, made his money chicdly by dealing in kelp, 
and who in consequence of his wealth, looked down with 
affected superiority on ijenttemen by birth and by accom- 
plishments, “ Aye,” rc])lied Burke, “ ho thinks 

** Et g-fiiuH ft virtus nisi cum iv vilior algu est.” 

A higher feature of his character than wit, was a fervent 
and unfeigned spii-it of piety, cheerful but humble, unallicd 
to any thing like fanaticism, and e\pressive of deep depen- 
dence on the dispensations of Providence, traces of which are 
to be found in the letters of his boyhood. He had been 
early taught, as he publicly mentioned, to study the sacred 
volume with reverence, ami thence an intimate acquaintance 
with its lessons and phraseology rested on his mind, and 
may be seen in his subsequent writings and speeches, some- 



474 


LIFE or BITEEE. 


1797. 


times to a fault. In that great trial of fortitude, the loss of 
his son, the most allecting lamentations are accompanied by 
confessions of his weakness, the vanity of his desires, and 
whatever he might wish or think to the contrary, the superior 
wisdom of the Divine decree in dis})osing of liiiii as he 
thought proper, lie preferred the Chui-ch of England to 
ail others, as on the whole the most pure and estimable. 
Like Johnson, he viewed Eonian Catholics with more favour 
than others were inclined to show, and latterly much more 
than at an earlier period. Proceeding still further than him, 
he professed strong regard for dissenters, from whieh if he 
ever swerved for a moment it was in the alarming -situation 
of the country in 1792, when the leaders of that body sunk 
the character of ministers of religion in that of a violent and 
questionable order of ])oliticians. 

His moral character stood uniinpeach(‘d by anything that 
approached to vice. ‘‘The unspotted innoecMUT, the firm 
integrity of Burke,” said Dr. Parr, “want no emblazoning, 
and if he is accustomed to exact a rigorous account of tlu* 
moral conduct of others (in 2 >uhlic matter, s:)^ it is jiistitied in 
one who shuns not the njost iiicjuisitorial serutiny into his 
own.*^’ Unlike a few of his greatest contemporaries, he made 
neither the bottle nor the dice his h()u>eliol(l deities. He 
had no taste for pursuits that kill tim(‘ rather than j)ass it. 
“I have no time,” said he, “to be idl(‘.” In the eouutry, 
the mornings often at an early hour, were dm oted to agri- 
cultural ])ursuits, with a zeal and intelligt nee which sijon 
enabled him to assume and deserve the name a ])ractical 
farmer. In town they were usually appropriated to study 
literary composition, or political business, bending his way 
in the afternoon to tlie House of Commons, wlienct* he re- 
turned on the termination of business, sometimes to literary 
society, more frequently fatigued and occasionally fretted, 
to the soothing comforts of his own fireside. “ No wonder” 
said he, jocularly, on some occasions, “that my friend 
Charles (Eox) is so often more vigorous than J in tlie House; 
for when I call upon him in my way thither, jaded by the 
occupations of the day, there he is just out of bed, break- 
fasting at three o’clock, fresh and unexhausted for the con- 
tentions of the evening.” 

The same affectionate disposition which Shacklcton re- 
marked in the boy, continued through life in the domestic 
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relations of the man. His duties there might be said in a pecu- 
liar degree, to be his pleasures ; and one of the best proofs 
of it was the cordial attachment and unanimity prevailing in 
a large family connexion, of which he formed the centre. 
He n(*v(U’ forgot an old friend or an obligation, often lament- 
ing that his short tenure of power precluded the possibility 
of giving them, as he could have wished, substantial proofs 
of liis regard. His philanthropy, which frequently drew 
praises from his political antagonists, was often appealed 
to by numerous begging letters, sometimes requiring a large 
portion of the morning to peruse and to answer ; and lus 
exertions for some of the suptTior class of aj)plicants, such 
as literary men and others, weri‘ rx-casionally repaid with 
gross ingratitude. His hospitality was always gn*ater than 
his means, and at no time did he appear to more advantage 
than when doing the honours of his house and table. 

The Poet Crabbe, who profited so largely by his active 
friendship, adds his testimony to that of many others — “ Of 
his private worth, of his wishes to do good ; of his affability 
and coudesc(‘iision ; his readin(‘ss to lend assistance where 
ke knew it was wanted ; and his delight to give ])raise wluTe 
he thought it was deserved.” “ All know,” contiimos he, 
“ that his powers were vast, his acquirements various, and 
I take leave to add, tliat he applied them with unremitting 
attention to those objects which be believed tcmded to the 
honour and wtdfare of his country ; but it may not be so 
generally understood that lit was very assiduous in the more 
prhate duties of a benevolent iiaturt* ; that Ik; delighted in 
giving encouragement to any promise of ability, and assist- 
ance to any appearance of desert. To what piirjioses he em- 
ployed his pen, and with what elotpieiice he spake in tlic 
senate will be told by many, who yet may l)e ignorant of 
the solid instruction as wtdl as the fascinating [peasantry 
found in his common conversation among his friends ; and 
his affectionate manners, amiable disposition, and zeal for 
their happiness, which ho manifested in the hours of retire- 
ment with his family.” 

Partaking of the warm temperament o'^ his country, such 
resentments as were felt were promptly expressed ; yet the 
instances were few, and but inonKUitary. During a long and 
tempestuous public life, esteem was often won from oppo- 
nents ; nor is it remembered that he was engaged in any 
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personal squabble, excepting when Woddorbume made him 
an apology. It has been said, though untruly, that he bore 
ill-will toward Mr. Fox after their quarrel. So far is this 
from being the case, that though freely condemning his 
politics, he spoke of him otherwise among private friends 
with aflection, saying, “ he was a man made to be loved ; 
there was not a particle of gall in his composition.” It 
has been shown that a dangerous and obnoxious j)ublie course 
in his view alone prevented a renewal of as cordial a friend- 
ship as had ever existed between them, lie valued himself, 
he said, for the regard that gentleman had once professed 
for him, and felt proportional regret on its cessation. 

It is true, that he occasionally gave way to sudden starts 
of irritability, but these were transient — scarcely exliibited 
before they were 8ubdut‘d. A single instance of this kind 
occurring in public is commonly sutficieiit to lix tlu* charge 
perpetually on him who displays it. Such was the case 
with Burke. Stories are therefore told of him wholly untrue, 
and those that possess a shade of truth are exaggerated. Such 
is the following, which occasionally finds a place in magazines 
and newspapers, and may be taken as a sample of the class, 
and amuse the lovers of anecdote. 

The irritability of Burke is well know n, and was strongly 
exemplified on many occasions in Hastings’s impeachment, 
in his conduct not only towards his 0 ])ponents, but also 
towards his colleagues. On one occasion, Mr. Michael 
Angedo Taylor had nearly' fallen a victim to this infirmity. 
Burke had put a question, the only one, it is said, w hich he 
had ever put that was unexceptionable both in substance 
and in form. Mr. Law', the late Lord Ellenborough, one of 
Hastings’s counsel, objected to it, and was stating the 
grounds of his objection, when perceiving Mr. M. A. Taylor 
entering the manager’s box, he congratulated the House 
that the candour and legal experience of the learned manager, 
meaning Mr. Taylor, would at once induce him to admit that 
such a question could not be put consistently with those 
rules of evidence with which his learned friend was so emi- 
nently conversant. Upon which, Mr. Taylor, who had 
never before been so respectfully referred to as an autho- 
rity, (and who was w’orked upon like the crow' in the fable, 
complimented on his singing), coming forward, requested 
the learned counsel to restate the question, w'hich Mr. Law 
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having done, Mr. T. instantly observed that it was impossi- 
ble to contend that it was admissible. On this, Mr. Burke, 
forgetting every thing' but his question, seized Mr. Taylor 
by the collar, exclaiming, ‘ You little villain ! put him in 
irons, put him in irons !’ dragged him down, and had almost 
succeeded in throttling him,* when Mr. Pox came to his 
rescue. The scone is by no one more pleasa^y described 
than by Mr. Michael Angelo Taylor himself.’* V/\r 

Not the least of his merits was in being “so free from 
jealousy of contemporary talent, as often to surrender to 
others during the first sixteen years of Parliamentary life, 
the reputation of constitutional measures which he not 
only suggested, but cliiefly achieved. The Nullum Tempua 
act, tlie Jury bill, the first relief to the Homan Catholics, 
and many others, were of this class. It may appear, and 
no doubt is, a very unusual eftbrt of generosity, that any 
public man who had to work up-hill every step of his way to 
eminence, should do this to a certain degree in his own 
wrong, by bestowing upon others that which was calculated 
to ensure to himself honest and undisputed fame. The fact 
was he always looked to the success of his party, while too 
many others regarded that which was chiefiy personal to 
theiusehes. 11 (* alludes with evident satisfaction, to this 
liberality of spirit in the retros])ect of his political career 
contained in the Letter to a Noble Lord. J n speaking of 
the p()])ularity and lead he had acquired in the troubled 
period, from 1780 to 1782, “ when wild and savage insurrec- 
tion quitted the woods, and prowled about our streets in the 
name of reform ;** ho says — 

“ I know well enough how equivocal a test this kind of 
popular opinion forms of the merit that obtained it. I am 
no stranger to the insecurity of its ten ire. 1 do not boast 
of it. It is mentioned to show, not how highly I prize the 
thing, but my right to value the use 1 made ol* it. I en- 
deavoured to turn that short lived advantage to myself into 
a permanent benefit to my country. Par am I from 
detracting from the merit of some gentlemen, out of oflice, 
or in it, on that occasion. No ! — It is iioc my wish to refuse 
a full and heaped measure of justice to the aids that I 
receive. I have, through life, been willing to give everv 
thing to others, and to reserve nothing for myself, but the 
inward conscience that I had omitted no pains to discover. 
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to animate, to discipline, to direct the abilities of the country 
for its ser/ice and to place them in the best light to im- 
prove their age, or to adorn it ; — this conscience I have. 
I have never suppressed any man ; never checked him for a 
moment in his course by any jealousy, or by any policy. I 
was always ready to the height of my means, (and tht^y wore 
always infinitely below my desires) to forward those abilities 
wliicli overpowered my own ; — he is an ill-furnished under- 
taker who has no machinery but his own hands to work 
with.” The allusions liere to Mr. Fox, arc obvious. And 
to such discipline, teaching, and promptiiif^ of tliat popular 
man, there is no question but lie owed nnit*li of his tame. 
He himself had the candour as we know, to acknowledge on 
four different occasions in the House of L\>mmons, that to 
these he owed nearly it all. 

One of the defects of Jhirko approaclu'd so near to what 
is often a virtue, that wo find it sometimes difficult to draw 
the line between them. It was that heat, or ardour of tempe- 
rament, which by meeting with much ojiposition in pursuing 
a measure that he had once satislied himself was right, 
sometimes became zeal, sometimes irritability, sometimes 
obstinacy, sometimes passion, in its support, “ Exquisite 
powers,” writes Lord Buchan, in a letter to Bonomi, tlie artist, 
in allusion to this characteristic of the Irish orator, “ has its 
root in exquisite sensibility.” And this ])cculiar sensitiveness 
of genius has been so often noted as one of its marked features, 
that perhaps we are scarcely at liberty to lament what 
appears to possess some occult coniu‘xion with its excellence. 
Frequent observation assures us that »ome of the strongest 
minds are under the dominion of very powerful feelings and 
passions, and by the stimulus which thesis supply to the reason, 
enable it to accomplish much which minds equally great, 
without such strong excitements, would be unable or unwilling 
to attempt. Thus, the mild spirit of Melancthon could not 
])erhaps have done the work of Luther, Calvin, or Knox. 
Thus, IVlr. Fox alone, or Mr. Pitt in all probability, could 
not have excited the public mind on the American war as Mr, 
Burke by the variety of his powers and passions excited it. 
It is almost certain that they could never have overcome the 
unpopularity of the trial of Hastings, as was done at least 
for a time by him. ' It is unquestionable that it was not 
within the range of the powers of either or of both to in- 
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fluence the nation as lie influenced it on the question of the 
French Kevolution. Men constituted as he was, uniting ex- 
traordinary acquirements wdth invincible zeal, pcrseveraiioo, 
and genius, are peculiarly cut out by nature for important 
and trying exigencies, lie has a remark liirnself in the 
letter without his name written to Barry on his pictures 
in the Sociidy of Arts to the ellect that “ a vigorous mind is 
as necessarily accompanied with violent passions as a great 
lir(‘ with gri'at heat.’* “ Strong passion,” siiid he, at another 
time, and tlie obsiTvation displays much knowledge of 
character, “ under the direction of a feeble reason feeds a 
low f(‘V(T, Avhitdi siTves only to di^stroy the body that enter- 
tains it. But Vi'heriumt passion does not always indicate an 
iutirin judgment. It often accompanies, and actuates, and 
iscven auxiliaiy to a powerful understanding; and when 
they both consjiire and act harmoniously, their force is great 
to destroy disorder within and to rejad injury from abroad.” 
‘‘ No rev(dution (in public sentiment), civil or religious,” 
says Sir Gilbcu’t Elliot, writing in 1751 to the historian 
Bohertson, “can be aceomplisli(‘d without that degree of 
ardour and passion yhich in a later age will be matter 
of ridicuh‘ to men who do not feel the occasion, and enter 
into till* spirit of the tinu's.” 

Usi'ful as this ptruliar frame of mind is — and few great 
things have been accomplished without it — the (‘fleet is 
sometimes prejudicial when carried into the discussion 
(d* ordinary affairs, fitted for ordinary men, in the House 
of Gommons, as lie himself occasionally experienced. It 
sometimes led him t^) express undue nannth and positive- 
ness in matters of inferior moment ; and by seeming to 
master his t(*mper was also believed by those who did not 
know him well, to interfere with the due (*xercise of his 
judgment. To some who neithi'r saw so far nor so clearl}^ 
into the tendency of measures as himself, it had the appear- 
ance of arrogance ; to some, of dictation, of obstinacy, or 
intractability. It gave rise not unfrequently to illiberal 
surmises that he must have some personal interest in matters 
which he urged with so much heat and pertinacity ; and im- 
paired the effect of his eloquence on the opposite benches of 
the body whom he had to a-ddress, by an opinion however 
unfounded, that his views at times sprang Irom momentary 
passion or impulse rather than from mature deliberation. 
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“Are you so little conversant with my father writes the 
younger Burke in 1790 to Philip Francis, “ as to feel no 
deference for his judgment, or to mistake the warmth of his 
manner for the heat of his mind ?*' Convinced by diligent 
thought of being right, he was somewhat impatient of not 
being able to convince others by the same process. He 
did not perhaps make sufficient allowance for inferior 
understandings, duller ap])rehen8ions, more defective in- 
formation ; or always consider that as even moral truths are 
sometimes of slow progress among mankind, so political 
truth as involving another class of interests is received w ith 
still more caution from those who haj)])cii not to possess 
political power, and who are therefore suspected of aiming 
only to acquire it. He was early informed of this peculiarity 
in his public temperament, and expresses an intention to 
amend it so far back as 1777. The passage, which is n*- 
markable for advising ]\Ir. Fox to beware of the same (*rror, 
is contained in the letter w'ritten to him in Ireland — ‘* 1 
remember some years ago, when I was pressing some points 
with great eagerness and anxiety, and complaining with great 
vexation to the Duke of llichmond of the little progress I 
made, he told me kindly, and I believe very truly, that 
though he was far from thinking so himself, other people 
could not be persuaded I had not some latent private interest 
in pushing these matters, which 1 urged with an earnestness 
so extreme and so much approaching to passion. He was cer- 
tainly in the right. 1 am thoroughly resolved to give both 
to myself and to niy friends less vexation on these subjects 
than hitherto I have done -much less jndeod. If you should 
grow too earnest, you will be still more inexcusable than 1 
was. Tour having entered into affairs so much younger 
ought to make them too familiar to you to bo the cause of 
much agitation.” On another occasion he adverted in the 
House to this point of character — “ an earnest and anxious 
perseverance of mind which ^^^th all its good and all its evil 
effects is moulded into my nature.” In private life it was 
never offensive and rarely observable, except when employed 
in pushing the interests of his friends, or in the duties of 
humanity and charity. 

In examining a few of his more marked features of 
mind, there will be found peculiarities almost contradictory 
in their nature; qualities which if not inconsistent with 
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each other have been so rarely conjoined in the same person 
as to be thought inconsistent. Some of the more striking 
are, a variety in his powers almost unbounded, brilliancy 
which enchains imagination, solidity which satisfies the judg- 
ment and a fancy singularly excursive in pursuit of striking ^ 
and alluring figures, which thus brings the acqiiisitions of 
genius to the service of persuasion and truth, while to these 
may be added wisdom which when emj)loyed in the alfairs of 
mankind was rigidly pinned down to the plain and straighl- 
forward, such as was founded only upon experience and 
practice. Tliis is so unusual a combination of qualities that 
perhaps another instance is not to be found. He not mcn'ly 
excelled all his contemporaries in the number of his ])ovvers, 
but in the peculiar excellence belonging to each. \\"e find 
jhim a tolerable poet even while a boy, a jxmetratiug philo- 
sopher, an acute critic, a judicious historian when a vi'ry young 
man, a judge of the fine arts whose opinions e\en lleynoid'< 
valued, a political economist when the science was scarc(‘ly 
known in this country or known to veiy few, a statesman 
often pronounced one of the wis(‘st that ever adorned our 
country, an orator second to none of any age, a writer of ex- 
traordinary powers on every subject, and on politics the very 
first for depth and (‘loquence; and in addition to these, pos- 
sesstnl of a vast and multifarious store of geiuTal knowledge of 
which all who enjoyed his conversation, whether friend or 
opponent, have spoken in terms of admiration and Mirprise. 
Like the celebrated Berkeley bishop of Cloyne, whose piiilo- 
sophy regarding matter he had once set himself the task to 
reiute, there was nothing useful of which he could be su’d to 
be ignorant. 

Ine testimonies borne to these talenti and aequiroinenls 
during so many years by Hr. Johnson, a few of wliicli have' 
been repeated in this work and more are to b(‘ found in 
Boswell’s amusing volumes, form of themselves a stamp of 
fame. Even wliile travelling in the Ilel)ridi*s this favourite 
topic of the great moralist Avas not forgotten. “ I do not,” 
said he to Boswell, alluding to w hat he considered inferior 
minds who had acquired a lead they did not deserve in public 
affairs, “ grudge Burke being the first man in the House of 
Commons, for he is the first man every whore.” Lord 
Thurlow’, after many years of political bickering and w'hose 
judgment in consequence w’as not likely to be biassed by un- 
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due partiality, spoke a language not less strong, when in a 
private company where there was allusion to the comparative 
merits of the three great orators and staU'sineu of the age, 
lie observed — “ The name of Burke will be remembered with 
admiration, when those of Pitt and Fox will be comparatively 
forgotten.” The celebrated ISlirabeau was known to speak 
of him more than once with great applause, and what was 
more singular, delivered in the National Assembly on several 
occasions large passages, w'ith some trivial alterations from 
the printed speeches and writings of Burke, as his own. On 
being reproached with this onc(‘, he admitted the fact, apolo- 
gising for it by saying that he had not had time to arrange 
his own thoughts on some of the many topics he was obliged 
to discuss, and that in no other productions could he find 
such an union of argument and eloquence. 

A s coming from the pen ol‘ the scarcely less celebrated 
opponent of Mirabeau, the following possesses much interest, 
written just after his decease ; it was at first attributed to 
Peltier, but was really written by M. Cazales ; “ Died at his 
house at Beacoustield, with that simple dignity, that un- 
ostentatious magnanimity so consonant to the tenour of his 
life and actions, the Bight llonourable Edmund Burke. 
There never was a more beautiful alliance between virtue 
and talents. All his conceptions were grand, all his senti- 
ments generous. The great leading trait of his character, 
^and that which gave it all its energy and its colour, w'as that 
'Strong hatred of vice which is no other than the passionate 
love of virtue. It breathes in all his writings ; it w'as the 
guide of all his actions. But even the force of hi^s eloquence 
was insufficient to transfii.se it into the weaker or pt.Tverted 
minds of his contemporaries. This has caused much of the 
miseries of Europe ; this has rendered of no etiect towards 
her salvation the sublimest talents, the greatest and rarest 
\drtues that the beneficence of Providtuicc* ever concentred 
in a single character for the benefit of mankind. But Mr. 
Burke w'as too superior to the age in which he lived. His 
prophetic genius only astonislied the nation which it ought 
to have governed.” Mr. Windham, a devoted friend and 
admircjr, often expressed similar sentiments, and in the same 
spirit as the concluding sentence of the preceding passage, 
wrote in a private letter about this time, what as a Minister 
it would not perhaps have been quite so decorous tow'ards 
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his colleagues to say in public. “ I do not reckon it amongst 
the least calamities of the times, certainly not among those 
that aliect me least, that the world has now Jpst Mr. Burke. 
Oh ! how much may we rue that his counsels were not fol- 
lowed I Oh 1 how exactly do we see verified all that he has 
predicted.” 

Ou the first allusion to the French Revolution in 1790, 
INIr. Fox said that “ his reverence for the judgment of his 
right honourable friend was unfeigned ; for that if he were 
to pub all the political information he had gain(*d from books, 
all that he had learned from science, and all that the know- 
ledge of the world and its aflairs had taught him, into one 
great scale, and the improvement he had derived from the 
conversation and instruction of his right honourable friend 
in the other, tlie latter would preponderate.” 8ome time 
afterwards he repeated that “ from him lie had learned nearly 
all his political knowledge.” At the moment of their dis- 
union he observed, “that however they might difter on 
liresent matters, he must stilfeiook to his honourable friend 
as his master adding upon the same occasion, “ lie must 
again repeat that all he ever knew of men, that all he ever 
read in books, that all his reasoning faculties informed him 
of, or his fancy suggested to him, did not impart that exalted 
knowledge, that superior inforiiiation, whicdi he had acquired 
from the lessons of his right lionourable friend. To him he 
owed all his fame, if fame he had any. And if he (Mr. Fox) 
should now or at any time prevail over him in discussion, ho 
could acknowledge his gratitude for the capability and jiride 
of the conquest in telling him — 

Hoc ipsum quod vincit id est tuuin.* ” 

At the moment of proposing his interment in Westminster 
Abbey, he again repeated the same acknowledgments in 
terms which, in the words of a Member in attendance, “ drew 
tears from (n'ery one prestmt who had any feelings at all, or 
could sympathize in the excellence of the ^reat genius then 
before them, or with the still greater excellence of the genius 
who had departed.” 

When some one expressed an opinion that Burke was 
sometimes only a sophist, though an extraordinarily eloquent 
one, Mr. Fox is said to liave immediately remarked, that he 
entertained a very diflerent opinion. “The eloquence of 
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Mr. Burke,” continued he, “is not the greatest of his 
powers : it is often a veil over his wisdom : moderate his 
more vehement sallies, lower his language, withdraw his 
imagery, and you will find that he is more wise than elo- 
quent : you will have your full weight of the metal, though 
you should melt down the chasing.” — “ Burke,” said Mr. 
Gerard Hamilton (whom Mr. Grattan pronounced a ^eat 
judge of men and things), at the period of their greatest 
coolness, “ understands every thing but gaming and music. 
In the House of Commons 1 sometimes think him only the 
second man in England ; out of it he is always the first.” 
The unknown author of the ‘ Pursuits of Literature,* who 
seems to liave no other point of agreement with Dr. Parr, 
agrees with him at least in rapturous eulogy of Burke, 
scattered through a variety of passage's of liis work, in verse 
and in prose, in Greek, in Latin, in English, and all of them 
in no ordinary tenns, ‘ Eirst in the East,’ ‘'Kegeiit of Day,’ 

‘ Luminary of Europe,’ ‘ great and unequalled man,* “ who 
opened the eyes of the whole nation to the systems of inter- 
nal destruction and irreversible misery which awaited it, and 
who only divsplayt;d them to confound and wither them by 
his powers,” applying to him the praise of Paterculus to 
Cicero — 

“ Animo vidit, ingenio complexus est, eloqueiitia illuminavit.” 

“ Let me,” says Dr. Parr, “ speak what my mind prompts 
of the eloquence of Burke — of Burke, by whose sweetness 
Athens herself would have been soothed, with whose ampli- 
tude and exuberance she would have been enraptured, and 
on whose lips that prolific mother of genius and science 
would have adored, confessed, the Goddess of Persuasion.” 
“ Who is there,” adds the same learned critic, “among men 
of eloquence or learning more profoundly versed in every 
branch of science ? Who is there that has cultivated phi- 
losophy, the parent of all that is illustrious in literature, or 
exploit, with more felicitous success ? Who is there that 
can transfer so happily the result of laborious and intricate 
research to the most familiar and popular toi)ics ? Who is 
there that possesses so extensive yet so accurate an ac- 
quaintance with every transaction recent or remote ? Who 
is there that can deviate from his subject for the purposes of 
delight with such engaging ease, ancl insensibly conduct his 
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readers from the severity of reasoning to the festivity of 
Tvit ? Who is there that can melt them if the occasion re- 
quires vrith such resistless pov^^r to grief or pity ? Who is 
there that combines the charm of inimitable grace and 
urbanity with such magnificent and boundless expansion ?’* 
Mr. Curwcn, whose political opinions have been already 
noticed, thus writes of him on viewing Ballitore, the scene 
of his early acquisitions in knowh‘(lge. “ The admiration, 
nay astonishment, with which I so often listened to Mr. 
Burke gave an interest to every spot connected with his 
memory, and forcibly brought to my recolh'ction the pro- 
fundity and extent of his knowledge, while the energy, 
warmth, and beauty of his imagery captured the heart, and 
made the judgment tributary to his will. As an orator he 
Burpass(‘d all his contemporaries, and was perhaps never 
exceeded.” 

Another Parliamentary contemporary and supporter pre- 
vious to the Preiich Kevolution, but who was so incurably 
bitten by that event that he never recovered a sober under- 
standing, acknowl(‘dges amidst several gross misrepresen- 
tations, “ The political knowledge of Mr. Burke might be 
considerc'd almost as an EncycloptTdia ; every man who 
approached him received instruotion from his stores.” 
“ Learning,” writes a contemporary of a different stamp, but 
who nevertheless never voted with him except during the 
period of the coalition Ministry, “ waited upon him like a 
hand-maid, presenting to his choice all that antiquity had 
culled or invented ; he often seemed to be oppressed under 
the load and variety of his intellectual treasures. Every 
power of oratory was wielded by him in turn ; for he could 
be during the same evening pathetic and humourous, acri- 
monious and conciliating ; now giving a loose to his indig- 
nation and severity ; and then almost in the same breath 
calling to his assistance ridicule, wit, and mockery.” “ As 
an orator,” adds another adversary on the question of revo- 
lutionary polities, “ notwithstanding some delects, he stands 
almost unrivalled. No man was better calculated to arouse 
the dormant passions, to call forth the glowing affections of 
the human heart, and to ‘harrow up* the inmost recesses 
of the soul. Venality and meanness stood appalled in his 
presence ; he who was dead to the feelings of Ins own con- 
science 'was still alive to his animated reproaches ; and 
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corruption for a while became alarmed at the terrors of his 
countenance. Had he died during the meridian of his fame 
and character he could scarcely have been considered second 
to any man either of ancient or modern times.” The rneri- 
dianof his fame and character means, in this writer’s estimate, 
before he assailed the French Kevolution, and persons of 
similar sentiments speak the same language ; but the rest 
of the world who think differently and more justly, deem his 
exertions upon that subject the climax of his reputation and 
powers. 

Wordsworth (Moore’s Memoirs, vol. hi.) speaking of 
Fox, Canning, and other eminent public men, remarked how 
little they knew, or could study of poetry — “ Mr. Burke 
alone was an exception to this description of public men ; 
by far the greatest man of his age ; not only abounding in 
knowledge himself, but feeding in various directions, his 
most able contemporaries; assisting Adam Smith in his 
‘ Political Economy,’ and lieynolds in his ‘ Lectures on 
Painting,’ Fox, too, who acknowledged that all he had ever 
learned from books was nothing to what he had derived from 
Burke.” 

“ His learning is so various and extensive,” said the llev. 
Thomas Cam])bell, author of the History of Ireland, “that 
we might j)raise it for its range and compass were it not 
still more praiseworthy for its solidity and depth. His ima- 
gination is so lively and so creative that he may justly be 
called the child of fancy ; and therefore his enemies, for even 
he is not without them, would ])crsuade us that his fancy 
overbears his judgment. Whereas this fine frenzy is, as it 
ought to be, only a secondary ingredient in the high com- 
position of a man who not only rellects honour on his native 
country, but elevates the dignity of human nature. In his 
most eccentric flights, in his most seemingly wild excursions, 
in the most boisterous tempest of his passion, there is always 
a guardian angel which rides in the whirlwind, and directs 
the storm. His grand charact Christie is genius, and ruling 
faculty is judgment, though certainly not of that cold kind 
which the law would (*all ])rudence ; but his reason is enlight- 
ened by intuition, and whilst he ijersuades as an orator, he 
instructs as a philosopher. A nobleman of the highest 
station and abilities in England, thougli of an opposite party 
in politics, when he heard the petty minions of the day decry 
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liis powers, stopped them short, and said, ‘ Come, come, hold 
your tongue ; the next age could not know that there was 
oratory in this, if Edmund Burke had not printed his 
speeches.’ And Dr. Johnson, a niggard in panegyric to 
others, speaking of that parity of talents which is generally 
distributed to the sons of men, has been heard to say, that 
during his acquaintance with life he knew but two men who 
had risen considerably above the common standard ; the one 
was Lord Chatham, the otluT was Edmund Burke.” 

“ llis t‘l()quenc(‘,” said Mr. Wilberft>rce on another occa- 
sion — and it was rarely their lot to agree on political mat- 
ters — “had always attracted, his imagination continually 
charmed, his reasonings often convinced him. Of his head 
and of his h(\art, of his abilities and of his humanity, of his 
rectitude aiid of his ] HT.se verance, no man could entertain a 
higher opinion than lie did.” A critic of eonsidenible repute 
thus indirectly alludes to the oratory of Mr. Burke, in ana- 
lysing that of Mr. Grattan. “It is not the roundness, the 
ore rolundo of Mr. Pitt ; it is not the sim[)le majesty of jMr. 
.Fox ; it is nut t he brilliancy of Mr. Sheridan. Occasionally 
wc caught a tint, a feature of res(‘mblance to Mr. Burke, 
but be has not that commanding iigure and manner, that 
volume of voice, that superabundant richness and fertility 
of fancy, that vast grasp and range of mind which Mr. Burke 
possessed beyond all oth(‘r created beings.” Grattan himselt 
writes to Ireland, Decembers, 1/69--“ Burke is unques- 
tionably the lirst orator among tbe Commons of England ; 
boundless in knowledge, instantaneous in his apprehensions, 
and abundant in his language, lie speaks with profound 
attention and acknowledged superiority, not withstanding 
th(^ want of eiKTgy, the want of grace, and the want of ele- 
■gance in his maniu'r.” 

To these might be addl'd dozens of similar eulogies of his 
character and powers from inferior men. Language indeed 
has been exhausti'd in eharaeterizing them ; and tlie term, 
“ a vast storehouse of knowledge,” “ aii illustrious man,” 
“a wonderful man,” “an unequalled man;” “a mighty 
man,” “an all-knowing mind,” “a boundless mind,” 
“an cxhaustless mind,” “the most consummate orator of 
the age,” “thegreatest orator and wisest statesman of modern 
times,” occur to the reader of nearly every work, untainted 
by party spirit, in which he is mentioned. Lord John Bus- 
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sell however does not seem disposed to allow him a virtue 
which on several public occasions he claimed. Speaking of 
the conviction of their own merits entertained by Horace, 
Ovid, Dante, Milton, Ariosto, and others, he says (in Memo- 
rials of Fox) *‘they knew their own powers, and ^^cre too 
lioiiest to affect ignorance of them. But when Mr. Burke 
who must have been conscious tliat his ekxjuence was stamped 
with genius, and fraught with the treasures of a rich imagi- 
nation, represents himself as nothing more than an indus- 
trious plodding Member of Parliament, I cannot fail to 
perceive that he is mocking his hearers, and that he pretends 
to a humility he does not fetd.” 

Among the notices of his character should notbe omitted that 
which proceeds from the most accurate and intimate source. 
Dr. F. Laurence, after mentioning his death some time in the 
night of J uly 8, 1797, says — “His end was suited to the simple 
greatness of mind which he displayed through life, every way 
iinatfccted, without levity, without ostental ion, full of natural 
grace and dignity; he appeared neither to wish nor to dread, 
but patiently and placidly to await the liour of his dissolu- 
tion. He had been listening to some Essays of Addison’s, 
in which he ever took delight ; he had recommended him- 
self, in many alfcctionato messages, to the remembrance of 
tliose absent friends whom he had never ceased to love ; he 
had conversed some time with his accustomed force of 
tliought and expression on the awful situation of liis coun- 
try, for the welfare of which his heart was interested to the 
very last beat ; he had given w’ith steady composure some 
private directions, in contemplation of his approaching 
death ; when, as his attendants were conveying him to his 
bed, he sunk down, and, after a short struggle, passed 
quieth% and witliout a groan to eternal rest, in that mercy 
w hich he liad just declared he had long sought with un- 
feigned humiliation, and to which he looked witli a trembling 
hope ! 

“ Of his talents and acquirements in general, it is unne- 
cessary to speak. They w ere long the glory of his country, 
and the admiration of Europe ; tlu*y might have been (had 
it so consisted with the inscrutable couusels of divine Pro- 
vidence!) the salvation of both. If not the most accom- 
plished orator, yet the most eloquent man of his age ; per- 
haps second to none in any age ; he had still more wisdom 
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than eloquence. He diligently collected it from the wise of 
all times ; but what he had so obtained he enriched from 
the vast treasur}" of his own observation ; and his intellect, 
active, vigorous, comprehensive, trained in the discipline of 
true philosophy to whatever subject he applied it, penetrated 
at once throiigli the surface into the essential forms of 
things. AVith a fancy singularly vivid, he least of all men, 
in his time, indulged in splendid theories. With more ample 
matoi'ials of every kind than any of his contemporaries, he 
was the least in Ins own skill to innovate. A statesman of 
the most enlarged views — in all his policy he was strictly 
practical ; and in his ])ractice he always regarded, with holy 
reverence, the institutions and manners derived from our 
ancestors. It seemed as if he had been endowed with such 
transcendant powers, and informed with such extensive 
knowledge, only to bear the more striking testimony, in 
these days of rash ])resumption, how much the greatest mind 
is singly inftTior to the accumulated efforts of innumerable 
minds in the long flow of centuries. His private conver- 
sation had the same tincture with his public eloquence. He 
sometimes adorned and dignified it with philosophy, but he 
never lost the charm of natural ease. There was no subject 
so trivial which h(^ did not transiently illuminate with the 
brilliancy of his imagination. In writing, in speaking, in 
the senate, or round the table, it was easy to trace the ope- 
rations of the same gcmius. 

“ To the Protestant religion, as by law established, he 
was atlatdicd from sincere conviction ; nor was his a barren 
belief, without iniluenee on his moral conduct. He was rigid 
in the system of duties by which he regulated his own ac- 
tions ; liberal in construing those of other men ; warm, 
but placable ; rt'seiit ing more the offences committed against 
those who were dear to him, than against himself ; vehement 
and indignant only where he thought public justice insulted ; 
compassionate to private distress ; lenient to suffi'ring guilt. 
As a fi’ieiid, he was, perhaps, too partial to those he es- 
teemed ; over-i’ating every little merit, o' ?rlooking all their 
defects; indefatigable in serving them; straining in their 
favour whatever influence he possessed ; and for their sakes 
more than his own, regretting that during so long apolitical 
life he had so seldom bore any share in ])ower, which he 
considered only as an instrument of more diffusive good. 
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In liis domestic relations he was worth}*, and more than 
worthy he could not be, of the eminent lelicity which for 
many years enjoyed ; a husband of exemplary tenderness 
and fidelity; a father fond to excess ; the most alfectionate 
of brothers ; the kindest master ; and, on his part, he has 
often been beard to declare, that in the most anxious mo- 
ments of his public life, every care vanished when he entered 
his own roof. One, who lone: and intimately knew him, 
to divert his own sorrow, has ])aid this very inadequate tribute 
to his memory. Xothing which relates to such a man can 
be uninteresting or iiiiinstr active to the public, to whom lie 
truly belonged. Few indeed whom the divine goodness 
has largely gifted, are capable of profiting by the imitation 
of his genius and learning ; hut all mankind may grow belter 
by the study of his virtues.” 

Much of this praise came from those who knew him not 
merely in the bustle of political life, hut in momenta when 
llie statesman was sunk in the social acquaintance. This is 
the more valuable species of testimony, as it sometimes hap- 
pens that a nearer view of j)uhlic men diminishes much of 
that admiration or wonder we feel at a distance. With 
him familiarity appears to have increased it. Ilis more 
private friends, who happened to he little or not at all con- 
nected with public affairs, and wlio had best possible 
opportunities of probing and exploring the man, loved him 
the best and prized him the most. The same feeling existed 
among his relatives. o man, it has been said, is a hero to his 
valet-de-chambre ; and from the same feeling of familiarity 
few men perhaps however great in the estimation of the 
world, carry the same impressions of greatness into the 
bosoms of their own families. Yet even there, where most 
unveiled and unreserved, he had the fortune to secure both 
profound attacdiment and respect ; and the following anec- 
dote proves that he contrived to belie the proverb just quoted. 
When some one was congratulating liis old siTvant AV^ebstcr 
on the honour of serving so good a master and so great a 
man — “ Yes, Sir,” said the faithful attemhuit, “ ho is a great 
man; he knows and does every thing hut what is mean, or 
little.” Mr. Windham used to say that this was one of the 
fint'st panegyrics upon him which could be uttered. 

Bicbard his brother, and William Ilurkc, his companions 
from youth, the partakers of his fortunes, the participators 
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in many of his studies, who knew if any men could know, the 
value of his mind and the labours bestowed upon its culture, 
looked up to liim with a feeling of veneration Sentiments 
of this kind frequently appear in the letters of both. At an 
early period of his public life llichard, writing to Shackleton 
as we have seen in a previous page (105) passes a high eulo- 
gium on him on public grounds. William Burke, writing 
about the same time, speaks the same language. Though no 
relation of Edmund, tliis gentleman was so much attached to 
him from boyhood, and so ])roud of the connexion, that, in the 
language of a friend of the family, “ he would have knocked 
any man down who liad dared to dispute tlm relationship.” 
The respectful adminition of his son equalled that of his 
brother and friend. During the last visit to Ireland in 1786, 
when Mr. Shackleton, after listening attentively to some 
ingenious and profound cibservations of the father, turned 
aside soon afterwards with the son and remarked in convtT- 
sation, ** He is the greatest man of the age He is,” re- 
plied the son, with lilial enthusiasm, and a very near 
approximation to the truth, “ the greatest man of any age.” 
Tliis estimate is not therefore, as many of the preceding tes- 
timonies imj)ly, merely that of filial admiration. A greater 
and more exp(‘rii‘nce(l name indulges in nearly the same 
language, repeating what most writers say when touch- 
ing upon the topics which he had occasion to handle. Sir 
James Mackintosh WTites — “Burke was one of the first 
thinkers as well as one of the greatest orators of his time, 
lie is without parallel in any age, excepting perhaps Lord 
Bacon and Cicero ; and his wtirks contain an ampler store of 
political and moral wisdom than can be found in any other 
writtT whatever.” 

“No one can doubt,” says Lord Brough am, “ that en- 
lightened men in all ages will hang over the works of Mr. 
Burke. ITe was a writer of the first class, and excelled in 
almost every species of prose composition. The extraordinary 
depth of his detached views, the penetrating sagacity w hich 
he occasionally applies to men and their inotives, and the 
curious felicity of expression with which he unfolds principles 
and traces resemblances and relations, are separately the gift 
of few, and in their union ])robably without any example.” 

Nothing perhaps more strongly exhibits the homage paid 
to great talents united to moral qualities than the infiuenco 
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lie acquired over the most eminent men with whom politi- 
cal connexion brought him into contact. The preceding 
pages furnish ample evidence of this power; such for 
instance as the Marquis of Eockinghain, a man of sound 
talents unquestionably, the Duke of Richmond, Admiral 
Keppel, Sir George Savilc, Mr. Dowdeswell, and all the 
ablest of that party ; the Duke of Portland, Mr. Pox, 
Mr. Windham, all his private friends Avithout exception; 
the most distinguished of the Whig party, several of the 
coalition Ministry ; —in some degree over Mr. Pitt and his 
colleagues in 1792, at least as much as the habitual pride, 
and jealousy of all political talents entertained by the 
minister would permit ; numberless others who might be 
mentioned ; and on nearly all the great questions he embraced, 
eA'entually over the whole nation. If it require a pretty 
strong understanding to gain leading influence over eveu the 
ignorant and the weak, what must that be which subjects to 
its doihinioti the enlightened and the powerful, and in talents 
not merely the great but the vast ? 


CHAPTER XVII. 

His eloquence — His writinirs — Ilia leading principles as a Statesman— -Mr. 

Burke, Mr. Pitt, and Mr. Fox. 

Chitics of the classical ages accustomed frequently to 
witness the powerful influences of good public speaking in 
popular assemblies, have endeavoured to impress upon us a 
high idea of the requisites of a great orator. His moral 
character should be jiure, his knowledge universal, with 
a genius fitted to animate and adorn that knowledge ; his 
language fiowing, his delivery impressivti, his powers of rea- 
soning and imagination strong, added to such perfect posses- 
sion of himself as to be in readiness to combine these qualities, 
or to draw upon each separately according to the exigencies 
of the moment. These constitute a rare combination such as 
our imperfect humanity can scarcely exhibit ; but beyond all 
question no one in the liistory of Englisli oratory approaches 
Iso near to this character as Burke. With some truth it has 
been said that his powers if shared out, would haye made 
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[half a dozen of good orators. And we must regard him at 
I least as a remarkable instance of one who approached the 
ancient standard of perfection. Others of the great political 
names of our country possess only two or three of the qualities 
enumerated. Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox for instance, equalled 
him in reasoning, in judgment on common affairs, and in 
fluency. ]Mr. Sheridan in coolness, promptitude, and wit. 
Lord Chatham had the superiority of a bold and overpower* 
ing delivery. Lord Bolingbroke, also perhaps in some degree, 
had the same advantage tliough we liave little now on which to 
found an opinion. And Charles Townsheiid in addition to 
many popular requisites, possessed a peculiar parliamentary 
skill in seizing the favourable moment to push a subject, in 
the adaptation of his powers to the point at issue and to the 
temper of the House at the moment whatc'ver temper that 
might be ; but noiu* possessed the combination ])eculiar to 
Burke. Neither had any of these eminent persons pretensions 
to his originality of thought, force; of language, felicitous 
phraseology, or that inexhaustible fertility u])on every topic 
which constitutes the soul of eloqiumce, and which when 
his opponents had little else to find fault with they urged 
against him as a defect. He would s(‘em therefore to have 
been cut out for the character in which he figured, partly by 
large natural gifts, and partly by having grounded and reared 
himself upon the model which the Augustan age of literature 
recommends. And this must have betm done at an early 
period of life ; led to it jmobably not so much by sanguine 
hope of ever becoming the character which he admired, as 
by the expected duties of the profession he at first t!ontem- 
plated, or by that im])ulse which, without knowing precisely 
whither it tends, so oftim impels and guides us in the 
pursuits of lift;. 

A distinction may be made and perhaps hold good, between 
a great orator and a debater. It has been said, that in the 
latter respect Mr. Fox acquired the superiority over all men. 
No speaker certainly was ever heard with more consideration 
by those opposed to him, or perhaps with so much partiality 
by those whom he led in the House of Commons, arising as 
well from unquestioned talents as strong attachment to his 
person, which few other political leaders have had the 
good fortune to secure, or to secure in the same degree. It 
wdll nevertheless be difficult to point out where Burke’s 
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presumed inferiority lay. In information, in wisdom upon 
all great occasions, and in variety of talents to secure them 
a favourable reception from his hearers, he had no equal ; in 
readiness and vigour no superior ; and he was accused of 
being frequent and fertile to a fault. 

After all it may be doubted whether this great r^^puted 
dexterity in debate, be any just criterion of the highest order 
of intellect, or whether the style which commonly accom- 
panies it is of the highest style of oratory — that style 
which is not merely effective in the British {Senate, but com- 
mands the admiration of all men of all countries as the per- 
fection of the art. Judged by tliis standard jNlr. Fox comes 
much short of Burke. A good debater, altliougii a character 
almost wholly English, there being scarcely any such as wc 
understand it among the ancients, and little resembling him 
in the rest of Europe at the present day, is more of a me- 
chanic perhaps than he is willing to acknowledge. His 
range is commonly narrowed, his aim bounded by local or 
temporary circumstances, w’hich thougli calculated to meet 
some minor interest or emergency, often become obstacles 
to wide expansion of mind, lie may be said to move within 
the narrowest circle, to work in a species of ])olitical tread- 
mill. His art has been attained as in the cases of Fox, 
Pitt and others — and it is but fair to calculate may he again 
acquired— at an age when other and much higher faculties 
remain still uufulded. A good dcbattT therefore maybe in 
great measure made. The power of a gnait and commanding 
orator in the highest acceptation of the term must, like that 
of the poet, he chiefly born with him.* 

The oratorical style of Burke a})pear8 not only of a high 
order, but it pos8(;sses the first characteristic of geniu.‘* — 
originality. We have nothing that is very similar, and little 

• Since the first publication of thi.s work the opinion of a great gefiius 
seems to corroborate that of the present writer. 

JiOrd Byron has observed, that no parliamentary speaker of our own 
day gave him the idea of u great orator. Grattan, he said, was near to 
it. Fox he only regarded as a debater, and between such a character and 
a great orator there is no more resemblance, he adds, than between an 
improvhatoret or a versifier, and a great poet. Lf>rd Chatbum and Burke 
were, in bis opinion, the onl^ English orators who approached perfection. — 
If the contest for superiority lies between these two great nien, it will be 
no difficult matter to decide to whom the preference will be given. 
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pcrliaps of equal character in our language, though of its 
nature and power, vigour and variety, novelty of thought and 
that intellectual brilliancy which flashes athwart every subject 
and transmutes all it meets witli into auxiliaries to the main 
purpose, an inadequate idea can be convoyed by description, 
and no specimen can do it justice. When Johnson was 
asked whether Burke resembled Tullius Cicero ? “No, Sir,’ ’ 
was the reply, “ lu* resembles Edmund Burke.” Taken as a 
whole however, his manner partakes of the? grandeur of thej 
(doipient Koman, with more of richness, of variety ofj 
knowledge, of masculine energy, and altogether displays'! 
greater reach of mind ; yet with less of chastity, of elaborate 
elegance, or of tliat methodical arrangement we have perhaps 
no right to expect in sjH‘eches which unlike those of tlie 
great ancient, were not polished into perlbction before they 
were spoken. Jn detaclied passages lie sometimes assumes* 
an air of severity, and of that simpler dignity which belongs 
to Bemosthem's, to whom, as an orator, he himself gave the 
prcferc'nce.* 

11 is eloquence will be found less remarkable for the pre- 
dominance of any one faculty of mind, than for that distin- 
guishing feature*, a combination of them all. This peculiarity 
has so much confused the judgment of many, and not 
mc‘an critics, as to give rise; to contradictory opinions. Some 
represent him as addressing the passions and imagination 
more than 1 lu‘ understanding*, others of overwhelming his 
subject by pouring in argument more than enough. 8oine 
will have it that he deals in that bold, flowing, loose, yet 

• A nlrt'iuly says of him — “ Equal to thiit great man 

(Ci(?t to) ill dialectic, in imagery, in occiisioiial splendour, and in general 
inforniatioii ; — excelling Iiiiu in political wisdom, end tlie upplicatioii of 
history and philoso})liy to })olitics he yields to him in pathos, in grace, in 
taste, and even in thut whieh wus not the forte of Cicero, discretion. * * 
* * * What ])iirticulurly distinguishes him from the Greek and Roniaii 

orators, and from his contenquirury rivals, were the countless lessons of 
civil and niorul wi^dom by which lie dignified his compositions, and both 
enforced and illustrated his arguments ; his sudden transitions from the 
grand to the guy, from sublimity to pleasantry, iiom the refined and 
recondite to the ordinary and obvious ; and bis freijuent admixture of 
coarse and low exiiressions even in his most splendid passages. The effect 
of those was sonietimes great, but they deformed and disgusted. ‘ The 
Venus of Phidias,’ Wilkes used to say, * was so lovely, thut the Athenians 
called her the Venus of Roses. Lovely, too, speaking generally, is the 
Venus of Burke ; but she sometimes is the Venus of whisky.’ ” 
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powerful style which they term licentious ; others say he is 
often abrupt and severe. Some consider he is too fond of 
wit, ornament, and lighter matter; otliers S(‘e him too 
metaphysical and retineil, and too much above the intellec- 
tual level of the assembly he addressed, though that assem- 
bly was the House of Commons. Sucli set‘ms to have been 
in some measure the opinion of Goldsmith, who describes 
him as being doomed, in allusion to the fatigue and privations 
of debate, — “ To eat imitto!i cold, and cut blocks with a 
razor.” Some again have honestly confessed, that after 
much meditation they can make nothing at all of him — 
that his qualities contradict each oth(‘r, and that his powers 
and his mode of wielding them are equally indescribable. 

All these opinions cannot be true. The confusion perhaps 
arises from each vi<nving him in the light which strikes most 
forcibly' at the moment ; from not attending so mucli to 
the conjoined ellect of the whole of his argument as to 
single parts, each of which is so striking in itself as to appear 
a principal in the cause in which it is embodied oidy as an 
auxiliary. Examine any singh* oration he has ])ublished. 
Take that on American Taxation for instance, the first 
though perhaps not best that he gave the world ; and the 
pervading feeling in the mind of the rt‘ader after p(‘rus:il, is a 
conviction of sound straight-forward stmse, enlargement of 
mind, ingenious yet solid and honest views, moderation of 
tone, and acute diseriiniiiating wisdom in the speaker. Let him 
omit if lie will, the graphic sketches of cliaracter sliould these 
be deemed extraneous or meretrieions, and there is little to 
offend even fastidious taste. VV\* tindnotliing which can be 
considered flowery — anaccusation .sometimes laid to hischarge 
b}' confusion of language— for there is little apjiroach to such 
quality in any of bis s} leeches or writings; nothing merely 
amusing or oruarnentai ; nothing which a plain understanding 
may not comprehend ; nothing which merely' solicits the 
imagination for a figure without that figure strikes hard and 
home in some form or other upon the argument. But there 
is a total of vigour and eftect on the question at issue, as on any 
other that much engaged his attention, which no other modern 
orator imparts, and which the records of Parliament teach 
us no other has yet imparted. The great aim as to manner 
in this as in all his productions is strength — to make a deep 
if not indelible impression. If you do not agree with, be 
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is determined you shall not forget him ; so that his expres- 
sions often cling tenaciously to memory. To this he 
occasionally sacritices the minor considerations of elegance 
or beauty of phrase. He approaches a contest not with two 
or three, but with that variety of qualities which may be 
compared to an armory of weapons ; and the skill with which 
they were used and the dithculty experienced by able oppo- 
nents in meetii\g him fully on every point of attack, made 
him at all times a formidable assailant in Parliament — a 
kind of Briareus among political disputants. 

To arrive at this result his mind possessed a peculiarly 
discursive faculty. Like a bird of prey upon the wing, it 
was ever on the watch for something on which to levy 
tribute. Pew things therefore whether great or little, 
W'hether of nature or of art, Avhether belonging to earth or 
to a high(‘r region, esca]>e him. He darts upon them without 
materially impeding his course, or has the rarer art in most 
of his deviations, to carry his subject along with him. He 
seldom stojjs to sc*lecl. lie gras])s at much which a severer 
judgment would reject; but whatever is seized he has the 
art beyond anv other man of })ntting to use ; and his pro- 
gress often reminds us of a torrent, sw eeping rock and tree 
and t'arth along with it, yet acquiring additional power even 
from the heterogeneous nature of its accumulations. In 
these generally spealdng, there is little of common-place ; 
or when a common idea is used, it is dressed in so novel a 
garb that we sometimes do not immediat(‘ly recognize an old 
acquaintance. His eonce])tions without violent straining, 
are almost ahvay^s original. We mee?t with things in him 
wliieh are to be found in no other quarter, which are wholly 
unexpected in tht‘mselves, and which peJiaps scarcely any 
one ever b(*forc imagined, or at least thought of adapting to 
such purposes as he had iu vii'W'. lie has drilled more extra- 
ordinary and bold auxiliaries to the art of persuasion than 
any otluv orator anci(*nt or modern ; and while their novel 
office creates surprise, w e are at some loss to discover liowr 
they got into their new situations or by what dexterity 
tliey are made to play so conspicuous a part. 

^t times he seems on the verge of extravagance ; not 
indeed that species of it which excites laughter or contempt 
but rather astonishment^ Along this dangerous precipice, 
dangerous in many respects to an ambitious orator or writer, 

2 K 
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he treads in perfect security. Other and even eminent men, 
in attempting to pursue his track, have not been always able 
to preserve a secure looting, cliiefly because they mistake tho 
severe boldness of his occasionally figurative for a flowery 
manner, than which no two things can be more opposite. 
The former appears to be the offspring of stronger, the latter 
in general, of looser and weaker intellectual powers. Nothing 
is more peculiar to his impassioned style than this difficulty of 
imitation. To be convinced that such is the case, let any one 
take a page or two of our English classics, Addison or j ohn- 
son for instance, with the design of hitting off their chief 
characteristics, and he may probably make the resiMiiblanct^ 
respectable. Let him atteiii])t the manner of Burke, and he 
wdll almost certainly fail ; he will either overdo or underdo 
it. Even Sheridan with all his genius, who had his (we upon 
this great model in the early part of his career and in several 
speeches on the imjieachment, soon found out that tho en- 
deavour was nearly ho])eless and therefore gave it up.* It 

* After the first edition of this work was published, Moon’s Life of 
Slieridan appeJired, and incidentally corroborates or follows nearly every 
one of the ^iew8 which the present writer has taken of Burke in the 
}»oints hi which he dittered from, or excelled, his contemporaries. — Thus 
It is said — 

“ Ilis (Sheridan’s) attempts, indeed, at the florid, or figurative style, 
whether in his speeches or his writings, were seldom very successful. 
Tliat luxuriance of fancy which in llurke was natural and indigenous, was 
m him rather a forced and exotic growth. It is a remarkable proof of 
the difference between tliein, that while, in the memorandum of speeches 
left beliind by Burke, we find that the points of argument or business 
were those which he prejiured, trusting to the ever-reudy wardrobe of liis 
fancy for their adornment, — in Mr. Sheridan’s notes it is chiefly the 
decorative passages that ar*- worked up beforehand to llieir full polish ; 
v/hile on the resources of his good sense, ingenuity, and temper, lie 
seems to have relied for the management of his reasonings and fuots. 
Hence naturally it aris* s, that the images of Burke being called up on the 
instant, like spirits, to perform the bidding of his argument, minister to it 
throughout with an almost co-ordinate agency ; while ilie ligyrative 
fancies of Sheridan, already prepared for the occasion, and brought forth 
to adorn, not assist the business of the discourse, resemble rather those 
sprites which the magicians used to keep enckteed in })hiuls, to be produced 
for a momentary enchantment, and then sliut u}i again. 

In truth, the similes and illustrations of Burke form such an intimate, 
and often essential part of his reasoning, tliat if the whole strength of the 
Samson does not lie in those luxuriant locks, it would at least be con- 
siderably diminished by their loss, whereas, in the speech of Mr. Sheridan 
(on the Begum charge) there is hardly one of the rhetorical ornaments 
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is quite true as Burke himself more than om*(* experienced, 
that even his excellencies proved, or were repi-eseiitc'd to be, 
defects, and tliat the very number of his taliMits served as a 
handle to impair the (effect he expected to produce. There is a 
large class of auditors to b(‘ found in the House of Commons 
as elsewhere, who think that an argument to be good must 
be dull, tliat wit in the course of it is misapplied, and that a 
flash of genius or flight of imagination bc'coines a sp(‘ci(‘s of 
death to the process of reasoning — an idea to which even Mr. 
Pitt, with characteristic dexterity was fond of giving coun- 
tenance, when he had nothing better at hand to otfer to tht* 
forcible, keim, and various powers of a gifled adversary. 

Wc‘ may admit that while performing tin* fre(|uent duty of 
an Opposition leader — the necessity of making an clocpient 
spt*ech out of little or nothing — he sometinu's on lighter 

that Tnijfht not (L tuchod without in any tlogreo iiijiii'ing the force 
of tile j'cm-ntl .'^tatenu nt. 

“ Anotlier (•on.'«'(pj(*nC(? of thf-^ diffcrcnci' hetweeo flicrn i.s observable in 
their n-.^pcclivc modes of tran-^ition from wliat may !).• Ciillcd /oovZ/ow of a 
s}3ee(‘li to its more geiu ralized and rhetorical parts. When Sheridan ri.se,'. 
his elevation is not suffieieiitly jua pared; he start, s ai)ru])tlv and ut once 
from the level of his statement, and sinkN down into it ULMiu with tin 
same suddenness. Ihit Ihirke, whose iina^^ination m v( r allows evt n 
business to suljside into i^ere ]m)se, sustains a ]>iteli tlironL'‘liout whieh 
uecustoms the mind to wonder, and \\ Ink* it pre))iiies us to accompany 
him in his boldest flights, makes us, even when he walks, still feel tlia*. lit 
has wings : — 

‘ Menu qnaml Voheau marcliCyOn M'.nt qu U a dcftailea. 

It is surely a iiio.st uiiju.st dispara^remeiit of the eloquence of Burki, 
to apply to it any time of his life, the epithet ‘ flowery’ — a designation 
only applicable to that ordinary ambition of .''tyle, whose elii«*f display hv 
nee^'S.sity eonsistsof ornament without thought, and pomp without sulmrunta . 

A succession of images, clothed in simple transjiareiit language, even 
when, as in Ihirke, they ‘ crowd upon the aching seiisi'’ too dazzlingly, 
should never be confounded with that mere verbal opulence of style, 
which mistakes the glare of words for the glitter ol iileas, and like the 
Helen of the sculptor Lysipjms, makes finery supply the ))lae(* of Ix auty.” 

More recently, it would apjieur from Lord John Russell’s “ Memonak 
of Fox” that an idea had latterly gained ground truong tlio \Vhig party of 
Burke having endeavoured to imitate Slu riduii. For this opinion we find no 
good foundation. There is nothing in Burke to warrant it — nothing as we 
see in Sfieridan’s biographer to count eiianee it — nothing in their habits, 
tastes, and capacities, and latterly in their known dislikes, to render sucii 
an event at all probable. Had there been any obvious approach to it diinng 
the Impeachment, the assailants of Burke who spared him in nothing, 
would have made ample use of the fact to annoy him. 
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matters at least, delighted to play with his subject ; to wanton 
m the luxuriance of fancy, wit, and sarcasm ; to dally and 
amuse himself as well as others on the dull road it was so 
often necessary to travel by giving a species of jubilee to the 
animal spirits. But his power over the main question was as 
visible on these as on more serious occasions ; often w as it 
termed the “ w^antonness of eloquence,’* and arose in fact from 
the consciousness of mental power. He reminds us of a horse- 
soldier in an engagement, exercising preliminary sabre-flou- 
rishes over the head of an enemy on foot previous to putting 
liim to death. It w ould be hazardous to pronounce these 
or any other of his deviations misplaced, for some of the 
most skilful passages in oratory are those w hich occasionally 
glance from the immediate point to fix our attention on w hat 
is to follow. Homer is said to nod, and Burke may occasion- 
ally trille, but both are ])robahly the effi^cts of design. Few' 
subjects admit of continued excitement of mind for a length 
of time : and few audiences relish for three or four hours to- 
get her w'hat is called a continued chain of reasoning. Bests 
are as useful and necessary in a long speech as in a long 
journey, and their judi<*iou8 int(*rmixture, as they occasion 
the least fatigue, are likely to impart the greater pleasure. 
“ To have attained a relish for his (Mr. Burke’s) charms^,” 
says Dr. Farr, “ is greatly to have advanced in literature.” 

Certain ]j(^e.uliarities in his eloquence, as vividness of imla- 
f ginatioii, vchemc*nce, force of invective, and that almost 
morbid sensitiveness of feeling which is sometimes of use 
to ail orator to make his hearers feel, belong as much 
perhaps to his country as to the individual. Several 
of the more distinguished speakers of Ireland exhibit 
these peculiarities in the few specimens still preserved of 
tlieir more animated contentions. English Parliamentary 
oratory so far as it is pres(?rved, has little of this character. 
But specimens of older date are few' and imperfect, so tliat 
little exists jirevious to the commencement of the late reign 
w hich gives a tolerable idt^a of the speeches, or style of 
speaking, of the greater names in our political annals. Even 
the supposed early eftusions of Lord Chatham are knowm to 
derive their chief merit from the pen of Dr. Johnson, who 
w rote his and the other speeches given to us as parliamentary 
debates, sometimes from meagre hints, or from merely 
knowing w'hich side of the argument the speakers had taken. 
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Statesmen then contended as if their eloquence was bom to 
die with the debate of the day ; to become extinguished and 
forgotten even on the spot which gave it birth ; leaving to 
posterity no memorial of their noblest stand against an 
unconstitutional measure or Minister, but a record of the 
rejection of one, or dismissal from office of the other. It is 
also true what Burke somewhere observes, that debates a 
century ago were comparative parish-vestry discussions to 
what they afterwards became. This change according to tlu^ 
general belief of contemporaries, was in a considerable degree 
owing to himself. He is considered, by the enlarged a iews, 
tlie detailed expositions of policy, the intermixture of ])er- 
manent truths bearing upon temporary facts, and the general 
lustre and air of wisdom wffiich he was among the first to 
introduce at large into Parliamentary discussion, greatly to 
liave exalted the character o^* Parliament itself ; and by the 
display of his own characteristics, to have excited the emula- 
tion of others. No comparison at least can be drawn between 
the tone and value of Parliamentary eloquence previous to his 
appearance there, and since. He struggled likewise long and 
zealously ere tlie next great step in the improvement of 
parliamentary eloquence was obtained, namely, the publica- 
tion of the debates. This event gave it at once excellence, 
permanence, and usefulness. 

As an accuser, his power was terrific. Once under the 
influence of excited feelings, and possessed of a vocabulary 
unequalled for force and comprehensiveness, he exhausts the 
whole compass of the English language in fierceness of in- 
vective and bitterness of censure. Even Junius, with all the 
advantages of indiscriminate personality, private scandal, and 
the mask under which he fought, which last left him free in 
tlie use of terms of censure, has not exceeded him in severity, 
while he falls infinitely short in reach of thought, command 
of language, energy of expression, and variety of reproach. 
Junius is more pungent in accusation, Burke more power- 
ful; Junius imparts the idea of keenness, Burke that of 
overpowering force ; Junius of possessing powers to a certain 
degree circumscribed, Burke of a magnitude nearly bound- 
less ; Junius assaults his victim with a razor, Burke with a 
sledge-hammer ; and repeats his blows so often and in so 
many different modes, that few can again recognize the 
carcase he has once taken it in hand to mangle. 
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Much of this wrathful spirit arose from what he tliought 
tyranny or crime, where great public offences or supposed 
culprits were in question, and when he conceived it neces- 
sary to summon u]) every faculty lie possessed, not merely 
to overpo\M‘r hut to destroy them. In reply to the attack 
of the Duke of Bedford, though he curbs much of his natural 
vehemenc(‘ from the provocation being personal, there is 
great vigour, with something of a lofty contempt of his op- 
ponent. But no record of the exertions of one man in 
vehemence of censure or variety of reproach, in labour or in 
talents, equal those against the French Eevolution and Mr. 
Hastings. In the latter case his speeches were heard with 
an awe approaching to terror; and though their severity has 
been censured, the best ajiologics, which perhaps can now 
be offered, were volunteered at the moment by two political 
adversaries, Mr. Pitt and IMr. 'VVilberforce.* Yet it must 
be rememb(‘red that he frequently denii^d having used the 
more ollensive exjiressions and phrases put into his mouth 
by the idle or designing rumours of the day. It may like- 
wise be btdieved that acerbity was sharpened by the con- 
viction of all his vast labours on this subject being in vain. 
He early felt that the countenance of the Court, the luke- 
warmness of Ministry, the numbers and inlluence of men 
whom Hastings had enriched or favoured, and the quibbles 
or technicalities of the law of evidence, would render con- 
viction ( veil of tlie accust'd agents, such as Sir Elijah Irnpcy, 
nearly impossible. In addition to former passages stating this 
belief, the following appears in a private letter to Shackleton, 
inviting him to come to him after a busy day, May 9th, 1788 : 

* The latter, in an aniniiited address, said, he did not wonder at the 
miTul of Mr. Burke being warmed, and his feelings excited, by the nature 
of the sup])(>sed crimes of the a<xused ; for he was aw'are of the trans- 
actions in India before almost any one else; he had been brooding over 
them for years ; and it was natural for him to see their enormity in a 
magnified point of view. Mr. Pitt (0th May, 1787,) “admitted that he 
w’as once of opinion that the language of m’Ao chiefly promoted the 
present proceeding was too full of acerbity, and much too passionate and 
exatrgerated ; but when he found what the nature of the crimes was, and 
how strong the presumption that the allegations were true, he confessed 
that he could not expect tliat gentlemen, when reciting what they thought 
actions of treachery, actions of violence and oppression, and demanding 
an investigation into those actions, should speak a language different from 
that which would naturally arise from the contemplation of such actions." 
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— “We have an Indian law fox to hunt, but he will earth 
in strong ministerial and professional party ground, and we 
shall not be able to dig him out.” 

In the more mechanical part of oratory — delivery, his 
manner w^as less graceful than pow erful, his enunciation dis- 
tinct and uucliecked by any embarrassment, his periods 
flowing and harmonious, his language always forcible, some- 
times choice, sometimes when strongly excited acrimonious 
or sarcastic ; his epithets numerous, occasionally coarse ; and 
to the last he retained much of the Irish accent, wdiich in 
general opinion marred the power of his (doquence. At times 
his gesticulation was violent, his tone harsh, and an habitual, 
undulating motion of the head, alluded to in the lines quoted 
from 8imkiii s Letters, had the appeanince of indicating 
something of a self-confident or intractable spirit. He 
seemed disposed, to casual observers, to wish to command 
fully as much as to ])ersuade the auditors of the opposite 
benches, and the effect jwoved occasionally disadvantageous 
to his view’s. Lord Chatham has been called a great actor, 
and therefon* excelled hipi in delivery. 

Th(‘ w’riter of the notice of liim already quoted (p. 170), 
thus says of his mind and manner in 1777 : — “ This sketch 
we present to our readers as a v(*rv im})erteet attempt to 
delineate the uncommon parliamentary abilities of this great 
political genius. We eannot, however, dismiss this side of 
the picture without observing that his abilities are aeeom- 
panied with a very extraordinary iiistanc<‘ of an union of 
talents scarcely compatible ; for it is difficult to decide 
whether he sjicaks or w ritt's bidter, or w hetluT he deliberates 
wdth greater judgment, or plans and directs with greater 
aptitude, sagacity, or foresight. On the other hand, Mr. 
Burke is excursive, injudicious, and pedantic. His wdt 
somctiim's degenerates into bulfooncry and ill-nature; his 
oratory into bombast and fustian. His voice is not, at the 
best, one of tlie most liarmonious ; 1 k‘ frequently neglects to 
manage it, and in the warmth of dcbati' often becomes so 
hoarse, as to render liis aeei'iits dissonant and nearly unin- 
telligible. He has neither a very expressive nor animated 
countenance, nor does he seem, any more tliaii Phil. Stan- 
hope, to have courted tlu' graces Avith any degrt'e of success 
in point of attitude, or the use he makes of his hands, head, 
feet, and arms. On the w hole, in spite of his flights tlirougli 
•jhe regions of imagery, his frequent de\dations, his dw’elling 
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upon trifles, with several otlicr defects thick sown through 
liis harangues, he is indubitably by much the most powerful 
and best informed speaker on either side of the House of 
Commons.” 

^ His speeches, however instructive or full of ingenious 
matter, were sometimes like those of Fox, too long ; both 
sinning from that fulness of mind, which having once begun 
to disburden itself, knew not when to leavt‘ ofi*. Three liours 
from each being no unusual effort, left little for any one else 
on the same side to say. Some discontent w^as thence occa- 
sionally engendered among several of the older, as well as a 
few of the younger and more aspiring members, at being 
thus thrown into the shade j yet Burke and Fox made it 
their boast to bring forward rising talent. One of the 
former class, Mr. Anstruther, is said to have complained, 
after the disunion of 1791, of INIr. Burke being more of a 
monopolist in that way than was agreeable, though he ad- 
mitted him to be “ undoubtedly the best informed man in 
either house of Parliament, the most eloquent man, and 
frequently the wittiest man.” The thri'e great orators of 
the age sinned in this w'ay nearly ‘alike. A modern writer 
of merit says, “ Both orators (Mr. Fox and Mr. Pitt) were 
verbose, the former by his repetitions, the latter by his am- 
plifications.” To this may be added, that Mr. Burke’s fault 
w’as fulness — a profusion of illustrative matter — mostly ori- 
ginal, commonly powerful, always various — but even variety 
wrill not at all times compensate for length. Such a defect 
arising from an affluent mind we are disposed to think more 
venial than that of either of his contemporaries in repeti- 
tions or amplifications. There are moments indeed when the 
best speakers, especially when out of power, cannot obtain 
an attentive hearing from hungry and impatient auditors. 
A debater must often wait for the mollissima tempora fandi ; 
and the great subject of this sketch in this respect, him- 
self particularly commends Charles Townshend’s skill as 
“ hitting the house between wind and water.” 

From occasional disinclination in Mr. Pitt’s friends to 
hear Burke after that gentleman became first minister, and of 
the same feeling on his own side after the disunion with Fox, 
party spirit has exaggerated this temporary distaste into a 
story that he was rarely heard with pleasure. Even a witticism 
has been coined for the purpose — that he was knowm as t})e 
“Dinner-bell.” Such representations overshoot their mark, 
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and shew simply a hostile or depreciatory spirit. Were the 
account true we should be compelled to look upon the annals 
of the proceedings of the House of Commons as little better 
than fables. For from his first session to his last, from the 
time the Duke of Grafton in 1766 wished him to join the' 
Ministry as “ the readiest man on all points in the House,” 
to the confession just given of an opponent in 1792, we find 
there quite a different representation of facts. His speeches 
likewise we suppose, may still speak for themselves. And if 
friends and foes, without ex(*eption, during that long period 
admit that they have no equal — that he possessed boundless 
powders of argument, knowledge, imagination, and wit, what 
are we to conclude of the taste or judgment of those who 
tell us they cared not for either, and did not, or would not 
listen to him ? Are we to take tlie confession as an estimate 
of their capacity to judge, or a proof of their fairness ? 
Should such men ever have been permitted to be members of 
a House which they served only to low er and to encumber ? 
The truth is, the term in question is of recent origin, and 
comes from tlu‘ remnants. of the adherents of Mr. Fox, wdio 
have never forgiven, and as long as one of the race survives 
never will forgive, the insignifit^ance to which the party w as 
reduced by the secession of Burke. But they should not be 
allow ed wnth impunity to w age eternal w^ar against his fame.* 

* It would have been unnecessary to notice the phrase here, had it not 
been transferred to a recent and valuable history, that of Lord Mahon. 
While just to fiurke in other respects, his Lordship has been betrayed, no 
doubt inadvertently, into giving place as a historical truth to what ori- 
ginated loosely as an aftei -dinner pic*ce of wit. In allusion to this subject, 
an intimate friend it^cently communicated the following anecdote : — 

I was in the habit of dining frequently in Gower Street with the late 
Mr. Anthony Blake, afterwards Chief Remembrancer and a Privy Councillor 
in Ireland. On one occasion 1 met there Lord Wellesley, previous to his 
being Irish Viceroy, Lord Nugent, and several others. The conversation 
turned upon Mr. Burke. Lord Nugent, after some remarks in a flippant 
strain, inquired whether he was not tiresome in his speeches ; in fact, was 
he not considered the dinner-bell of the House ? Lord Wellesley looked 
at him expressively, then drawing himself up and leaning back in his chair, 
replied in an emphatic manner as if to convey a rebuke, * Certainly never 
by me, my Lord. I always listened to him with t e highest gratification 
and so I believe did most others who wished to be instructed on what was 
passing around us." Afterwards, adverting to the prosecution of Hastings, 
Lord Wellesley said ‘ Had the question gone to judgment on the first three 
charges, he must have been convicted. There was no doubt of his culpa* 
bility. Law"8 (Lord Ellenborough’s) management, saved him." 
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A description of the manner, power, and dress of Burke 
in the House, by the Duke do Levis, is interesting^ as coming 
from a foreigner of distinction. The occasion was a debate 
on the French Revolution : — 

“ The man whom 1 liad the greatest desire to liear was 
the celebrated Mr. Burke, author of the ‘ Essay on the 
Sublime and Beautiful,’ and often himself sublime. At 
length he rose, but in beholding liim I could scarcely recover 
from my surprise. 1 had so frequently heard Ids eloquence 
compared to that of Demosthenes and Cicero, that my ima- 
gination associating him with those gr(*at names had repre- 
sented him in a noble and imposing garb. I certainly did 
not expect to find him in the British Parliament dressi‘d in 
the ancient toga ; nor was I prepared to see him in a tight 
brown coat, which seemed to impedt* t‘verv movement, and, 
above all, the little bob-wig, with curls. * * * Iji the 
mean time, he moved into the middle of the House, contrary 
to the usual practice, for the members speak standing and 
uncovered, not leaving tludr places. But i\lr. Burke with 
the most natural air imaginable, with semning humility, and 
with fukh'd arms, began his speech in so low a tone of voice 
that I could scarc(4y hear him. Soon after however be- 
coming animated by degrees, he described religion attacked, 
the bonds of subordination broken, civil socit‘ty threateiiecl 
to its foundations ; and in order to shi‘w that England could 
deptmd only upr»n herself, he pictinx‘d in glowing colours 
the j)oliticai state of Euro])e ; the spirit of ambition and folly 
which pervaded the greater ])art of her governments; the 
culpable apathy ol’ some, the weakness of all. AVhen in the 
course of this grand sketch he mentioned Spain, that im- 
mense monarchy which appeared to have fallen into a total 
lethargy, ‘ What can we expert,’ said he ‘ from her ? — mighty 
indeed, but unwieldy — vast in bulk, hut iiii*rt in spirit — a 
whale stranded upon the sea-shore of Euroj)e.’ The whole 
house was silent ; all eyes wen* upon him, and this silence 
was interrupted only by the loud cries of Hear ! hear ! a kind 
of accompaniment which the friends of the speaking Member 
adopt in order to direct attention to the most brilliant pas- 
sages of his speech. But these cheorings were superfluous 
on the present occasion; every mind was fixed; tlie senti- 
ments he expressed spread themselves with rapidity; every 
one shared his emotion, whether he represented the ministers 
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of religion proscribed, inhumanly persecuted and banished, 
imploring tlu' Almighty in a foreign land to forgive their 
ungrateful country ; or when he depicted in the most afiect- 
ing manner the misfortunes of the Koyal Family and the 
humiliation of the daughter of the Caesars. Every eye was 
bathed in tears at tlie recital of these sad calamities sup- 
ported with such luToic fortitude. Mr. Burke then, by an 
easy transition, passi‘d on to tlu* exposition of those absurd 
attempts of iiu'xperitmced men to establish a chimerical 
liberty ; nor did he spare the petulant vanity of upstarts in 
their pretended love for equality. The truth of these striking 
and animated ])ietures made th(‘ whole House pass in an 
instant from the tenderest emotions of feeling to bursts ol 
laughter ; nevcT was the electric power of eloquence more 
imjieriously f(‘lt ; this extraordinary man seemed to raise 
and quell the jiassions of his auditors with as much ease 
and as rapidly as a skilful musician passes into the various 
modulations of his harpsichord. I have witnessed many, 
too many ])olitieal assemblages and striking scenes where 
eloquence performed a noble part, but the whole of them 
appear insipid when compared with this amazing elfort.”* 

* Tastes proverbially differ. Having therefore thus heard a foreigner 
upon the iriaiincr of Burke, let us attencl to an orator of our own country 
on the same subject. 'J'he anecdote apj)ear.s in a memorandum to the Life 
of Dr. E. D. Clarke, the traveller : — 

Monday, July 5, 1819. — M'hile we were waiting at Trinity Lodge foi 
the deputation from the iJ'enate to conduct the Chancellor, 1 had a con- 
versation w’ith Lord Krskine upon the (jualilications of Burke as an orator. 
Lord Er.skine said that his defect was episode. ‘A public speaker,’ said 
he, ‘ should never be episodical — it is a very great mistake. 1 hold it to 
he a rule respecting j)uhlic speaking, which ought never to he violated, 
that the speaker should not introduee into Ins oratory insular brilliant 
passages— they always tend to call off the minds of liis hearers, and to 
make them wander from what ought to be the main business of his speech. 
If he wash to introduce brilliant passages, they should 7'un along the line of 
his subject matter. an«l never cpiit it. Burke’s episodes were highly beauti- 
ful — 1 know notliing wore beautiful, but they were his defects in speaking.* 
Then he iiitroduced one t)f his most beautiful episodes, taken from a speech 
on the American war; and repeated by heart the whole of that j)art of 
the speech in winch he introdu(;es the quotatioii ‘ Acta Parentum,* &c. 
• All this,’ said he, 'is very beautiful, hut it ought to be avoided. Now 
I will give you another specimen from his speeches on the same war in 
wdiich his oratory is perfect — where the most common, familiar, and even 
low technical expressions are made to blend ihernselves wdth the finest 
passages ; and where having full possession of the minds of his hearers, he 
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Some difference of manner may be observed in his speeches 
and writings ; the former having a more rapid, vehement, 
freedom of style, throwing off shorter and less finished 
though not less spirited sketches. There is likewise more 
aim at effect, the sentences shorter and more epigrammatic, 
and the treatment of the subjects more comlensed. A belief 

never lets them go from him for an instant.' Then he repeated all that 
speech. 

“ Lord Erskine also told me that Burke's manner was sometimes bad — 
* it was like that of an Irish chairman.' ‘ Once,' said he, ‘ 1 was so tired of 
hearing him in a debate upon the India bill, that not liking he should see 
me leave the House of Commons while he was speaking, I crept along 
under the benches and got out, and went to the Isle of Wight. After- 
wards that very speech of his was published, and I found it to be so ex- 
tremely beautiful that I actually wore it into pieces by reading it.^ " 

Burke’s orations, though certainly not more perfect than any other 
human productions, his Lordship had three years before at Fldinburgh 
pronounced to be immortal and inimitable ; and in his own oratory had 
occasionally attempted to imitate their style; but having like Sheridan, 
failed in the design, had like him also soon given it up ; besides, he has 
himself told us, that “ he had transcribed with his own hand all the most 
admirable passages in the writings and speeches of this most extraordinary 
man." The remarks on episode (though these were not original, aut 
borrowed from a contemporary critical journal) may, or may not be true. 
They prove nothing, such things depend upon times, circumstances, and 
situations, to which general rules do not apply. Some of the finest things 
to be met with in oratory are in their nature episodical. Whether Burke's 
episodes be improperly introduced is a question to be decided by taste 
and consideration of circumstances rather than by an abstract critical 
dogma. In the speech on American taxation, for instance, the characters 
drawn of Charles Townshend, George Grenville, and Lord Chatham, may 
by a few readers be deemed too much in the nature of episode ; yet inde- 
pendent of beauty, they are not without much of that very test of pro- 
priety which Lord Erskine expressly specifies, namely, running along the 
tine of his subject. So of deviations in other speeches from the direct line 
of march of his argpament. 

The observation of his Lordship as to Burke's manner being like that 
of ‘ an Irish chairman' is extravagant, and the account of creeping along 
under the benches likewise an obvious exaggeration, for the act was not 
practicable. The whole conversation bears traces of that loose manner to 
which he was prone, but to which no weight can be attached. Burke, on 
the floor of the House of Commons was, as has been already said in this 
work, sometimes unduly positive — sometimes with an air, though only 
an air, of dictation in his mode of address — but vulgarity was as wholly 
foreign to his manner, either in public or private, as to his mind. — Of 
Lord Erskine's own manner Lord Byron sarcastically observed, that it 
was true he had never heard him at the bar, but after hearing him in the 
House he had no further wish to hear him any where." 



1797. 


MB. box’s idea of A GOOD SPEECH. 


509 


prevailed for a short time in the early part of his caVeer of their 
being Avritten previous to delivery — an impression arising 
from admitted superiority over those of his contemporaries ; 
but furtlier observation evinced this was not the case. He 
meditated deeply, and was sometimes heard to express his 
thoughts aloud. On new or im})ortant questions he com- 
mitted some of the chief heads of his argument to paper, 
but for the language in which it was conveyed, the colouring, 
illustration, and tlu^ whole artillery of that forcible diction 
and figurative boldness in which he has not merely no equal, 
but no competitor for equality, he trusted to a well-stored 
mind, a retcMitive ineinorv, and a readiness which from con- 
stant discipline in the school of debate, never failed him. Of 
his published speeches we have the riuthority of Gribbon who 
heard tlu‘m, as well as of still more intimate friends, for the 
truth of the fact that they received little embellishment in 
passing through the press. It is well known indeed that the 
fragments ])rest*rv(‘d of several of them were written down after 
and not hrforr delivery, assisted by the notes and recollec- 
tion of ditierent Member's, his friends, and not unfrequently 
of the public reportin’s. Some of his happiest sallies were 
the inspiration of the moment. 

A dictum of Mr. Fox has been current, which if truly stated 
must be considered eith(*r ])eculiar criticism, or showing 
a strong leaning to his own style of oratory which was cer- 
tainly deliciiMit in the p(»iut he is made to undervalue. It 
is re})resented that when a speech was praised in his presence, 
h(* usually inquired whetluT it read well ? and if answered 
in the allirmativi*, replied ‘ then it was a bad speech.’ No 
satisfactory rcaison ])(*rhaps can be assigned for this singular 
and questionable o[)inion, which if countenanced by a shadow 
of truth in a few instances in our own day, is at variance 
with the whole exi)erience of the aiKaent, and much of the 
greater part of the modern world. Were it correct we must 
presume — and the belief requirt's somi‘ courage to avow— that 
the speeclies of DemostluMies and Cicero were bad speeches. 
The origin of such critical lu'terodoxy if it were ever 
seriously entertaiiu'd, was perhaps some slight feeling of 
discontent in the mind of that eminent man, at the daily in- 
creasing ceh'brity of Burke’s speeches, while his own con- 
taining lower of the same materials for immortality that 
characterised those of his friend and master, were less known 
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or quoted, and might even retrograde in public opinion, as 
has really occurred, when no longer supported by [)ersonal 
popularity or party attachments. 

A writer of some consideration,* siu'ins to insinuate that 
the speeches actually delivered in Parliaineiit dillered from 
those that issued from the press. I'his, if wt‘ may credit 
conteinporarv testimony is an error, unint(‘ntional no doubt 
though not unexpected from a zaadous Foxite, who must 
always be excused where the crt'dil of Ids princi[)al .is in 
question ; and he admits that there is nothing in Fox or Pitt, 
or indeed in any other orator iij) to Cict'ro, to ht' compared 
ill any degree with the sj)oeehes of Burke. Jf there bt* 
ill reality as he implies any dilferenee betwetui tin* speeches 
uttered and the speeches printed, it must be remembert'd 
that Burke publislu'd no speech alter that on the Nabob of 
Arcot’s dt'bts in 17JS5, excc])iing a short abstract of that on 
till* army estimates in 1790. He is therefore not respon- 
sible for any variations th(‘re may be in the rejiorts gi\cu of 
tlnun from what lie actually delivered. Up to the period in 
question or nearly so, Gibbon who* pursued o])p()site }K)lities, 
had to listen to liim night ailer idght assailing not only the 
IMinistry generally, but more espi'cially tin* vt‘ry otliee (that 
of a Lord of Trade) which he hidd, and who therefore it may 
be presumed looked pretty shar[)ly to what he said, gives as 
we have seen in a previous page a contrary testimony. 
He is therefore directly opjiosed to llie writer in question; 
and of his superior means of judging, Irom being a Member 
of the House and a eonstanl attenduiit upon it, there can be 
no dispute. There are likewise various scattered references 
in periodical works of that period, and in fragmentary notices 
of the debates in other (juarter.s, which convey tfie impres- 
sion of verbal emendations only, not novidty of matter, being 
introduced; and to that privilege all orators are fairly entitled. 

HIS WRITINGS. 

To the thirst for oratorical renown and consequimt weight 
in Parliament, Burke added the desire of aeejuiring powxrand 
celebrity by his pen. Fame (‘ven in the Senate must bo 
stamped by the approval of the press. Avaricious thus of excel- 


Mr. Charles Butler — Reminiscences, p. 166. 
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lence, he grasped at superiority in both modes of distinction, 
desirous to show the world that though in .a series of two 
thousand years one of them had been found sufTicicait for the 
faculties of any one man, he at least possessed ability to 
write with, if possible, still more power than lie could speak. 
Of this description of eminence he judged, and judged truly, 
that no sup< rior ])arty inllueiice, no mere personal attach- 
ments, no jiailousy, no misrepresentation cither by Whig or 
Tory, no weight of purse, no family connexion however high, 
could deprive him ; for the world at large is an imjiartial 
and competent tribunal. 

Yet as men commonly deny the union of excellencies in 
any one jierson, the moment he was pronounced the greatest 
writer of the age — a verdict which few of his adversaries 
withheld — attempts wcr(‘ made to qu(‘stion, what was never 
qiK'stioned btdbre, Ins jiower in the House of Commons.’ Dr. 
Parr thus alludi's to it when speaking of him : “There is 
an unwillingness in the world to admit that the same man 
has exc{‘lh*d in various pursuits ; yet Burk('’s eomjiositious, 
div('rsilied as they are in their nature, though taich excelling 
in its kind, wiiodo(‘s not rtrnl with insti’uction and deliglitp” 
When tills was written the Freneh Kevolulion had not taken 
place, and half his strength remained still unknown. That 
event drew it forth with new ami irresistible cllect. lie had 
to contend with mucli of tlie ])olitical and by far the greater 
part of the literary strength of tlu' country, at least that 
portion of it which was seen most freipicntly in the press, 
and found not a single second of cvi'ii moderate talents to 
assist him. Yet he ovcr])o\vercd all adversaries. Jiis arm 
was indeed so vigorous as to give couuUnianei' to the general 
opinion that no allies* were necessary to one who was in 

* An anecdote of one of the smaller sort exhibits another instance of Mr. 
Burke’s characteristic kindness. Serjeant Goold, of the Irish bar, then s 
briefless barrister, excited by admiration of the, ‘ ‘ Reflections on the Re- 
volution in France,” and lately returned trom Paris where he had witnessed 
the practicat effects of the new system of liberty, wrote a reply to a few 
of Burke’s assailants. At this time he was wholly ' aknown to the latter. 
Sometime afterward he received in Dublin a letter from him, stating that 
he had not forgotten his obliging pamphlet, and begged leave to return 
the favour by giving him an introduction that might be; serviceable to his 
interests. Earl Fitzwilliam, the new’ Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, being to 
spend a few days at Beaconsfield before his departure, if he would come 
over and join the party, he might And the excursion neither unpleasant 
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himself an army ; for aid would be more likely to enfeeble 
than to support him. The advice given by an acute writer 
was in consequence literally followed : — 

“ In resistless prose, 

Leave Burke almw to thunder on our foes.” 

Pursuits of Literature. 

It was therefore witli great propriety in allusion to his 
power over public opinion even some years previous to tlie 
Trench Revolution, that Boswell, who knew" him so well, in 
a pamphlet published in 1785, applied to him the w^ords ol 
Virgil — 

Regum sequabat opes aniniis. 

It was early remarked among his characteristics that to 
a perseverance not to be overcome, to great original genius, 
and to extraordinary acquirements, he joined .in the discus- 
sion of a subject unusual comprehensiveness of outline with 
minute accuracy of detail. What he says of Alfred the 
Great, in the Essay on English History (p. 297, 8vo. edit.) 
may with strict truth be applied to himself— “ In a word, 
he comprehended in the greatness of his mind the whole of 
government and all its parts at once ; and what is most 
difficult to human frailty, w'a.s at tiie same time sublime 
and minute.” The reader of his works w ill be frequently 
led to appropriate this remark to him who made it, by 
observing his eagerness to (‘inbrace the whole of a subject ; 
to leave no part unsifted ; to place the matter in every 
variety of light, and to apply every possible illustration. He 
is rarely content without turning it back and front, inside 
and out, upside and down, so that no point likely to afford 
aid to the investigation of truth shall pass unexamined. 
This, which is one of the first merits of a disputant, w-as 
also his natural disposition. He cannot bear apparently to 
blink or narrow a question even when doing so may be 
supposed favourable to his views ; but sometimes gives the 
first hint of a difiiculty in order to show his skill in over- 

nor unprofitable. Mr. Goold, as he told the story, after some difficulty 
in rai^ing the necessary sum for the journey, came, but too late. The 
society of such a man however well compensated the trouble ; and he 
returned to Dublin with such letters of introduction as would have had 
weight with the noble Earl but for his recall from that government. 
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coming it. It is contrary to the nature of the man to be 
pent up witliin a small compass. He must have room. He 
is not to be hampered by common-place trammels. He can 
no more be thrust up into the straitened corner of a subject 
— a trick which the practised reasoner plays off on tlie 
more inexperienced —than you can squeeze an elephant into 
the dim of a lion. Tlie cast of his frame is too ponderous, 
his perceptions too acute to submit to be caught in a trap 
which is commonly set to hamj)er the unwary, lie seldom 
takes a toj)ic in hand without so far exhausting it that we 
find little interest, and frequently very little jmofit, in follow- 
ing any oni' elsi* in the same track of argument. 

One of Ids chief excellencies is in being an original and 
^profound thinker. He continually strikes out something 
which is I'ither new, or nev.' in the connexion in which it 
stands, and thus contriM's to throw together more nume- 
rous and im[M»rtant political truths, intcrndxed with great 
variety of moral observation drawn from acquaintance with 
the world, than any other writer on public affairs.* The 
same profundity of tliought ^^hich qualities lum to make so 
many discoveries in Ids progress, enables him also to dis- 
pel a variety of errors. He traces a proposition to its 
source, and from its source tlirougli all its randtications, so 
that if there be fallacy in any part lie is jiretty sure to detect 
it. Axioms and o])inionvS relative to our domestic politics 
winch were scarcely (‘ver before doubted, are no sooner 
touched by his j)en than they seem unsound or questionable. 
Several wldeli miglit bo* mentioned he has wholly overthrown. 

The dcsiri* thoroughly to clear the way before him, to 
afford the fullest information, to leave nothing unexplained 
or unanswered, lias given rise to the charge of being diffuse. 
Hiffuseness however imjdies something of weakness aud 
verbosity ; and he must be a hardy critic wlio shall venture 
to declare that tliese are in any degree characteristic of his 

* The reionrk innde to mt‘ by an intelligi iit foreig*in*r, domiciled in 
Enpi'land and well read in Emrlish authors may ' a near approach to 
truth as I have heard it from others — “ Whenever 1 am at a loss, Sir. on 
any public subject bearing on the interests <>r welfare of mankind, 1 begin 
to turn over the volumes of Mr. liurke. 1 may not lind it to-duy, or 
to-morrow, or next day, but eventually 1 light upon what I want, or soin<>- 
tbing closely connected with it so as to give the required information ; and 
the instruction well repays the search.” 

2 L 
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^vritings. He may be full ; unnect‘ssarily so perliaps in the 
opinions of some ; but tliis abundance presents ample matter 
for the exercise of the understanding. Tliere is no accu- 

t mulation of sentences to spin out a tliouglit, no mere verbiage; 
but on all occasions a corresponding inlliix of ideas ^vhich 
open out great truths, enlarge the bounds or add to the 
details of knowledge, or unveil the latent springs of luiman 
passions and actions as they operate on those institutions 
which so much of his life was employed in impro\ing and 
defending. They serve to make us not only wiser politi- 
cians but increase our general knowledgt' as men. 

We rise from the perusal of his })ages, satisiied that we 
have not spent our time in discussions aj)plicable to tem- 
porary or j)arty interests. TIutc remains the conviction 
of having been taught what we did not know before, of 
an imj)ression not previously ex])(‘rienc(‘d of gtuieral and 
permanent enlargement of mind ; and these feelings arise 
from that combination of (pialities which coiistitute his 
jieculiar greatiu'ss. A\ hen a familiar s\ibj(‘ct is slart(*d we arti 
not prepared to find applied to it genius blended with know- 
ledge, elegance of exposition with depth of thought, ingenuity 
with solidity, principles with facts, philosophy with practical 
politics, maxims of abstract wisdom with* thos(* ol’ his own 
experience among men ; serving to illustrate* and exj)lain 
each other. To this task the mere polit ician, or the mere 
philosopher, would have been equally incom])elent. It is 
the rare union of tin* characters which gives sucli value to 
his writings as to occasion their quotation nearly every 
night in both Houses of Parliament as the greatest autho- 
rity of our time. And this testimony cannot well be disputed 
as partial, since it is borne alike by AVhigs and Tories, by 
Ministry and by Opposition, by all grades in j)olitical opinion, 
by every man of talents and celebrity in literature, who have 
united in pronouncing them immortal. 

Their influence over the public mind when written and ever 
since, has long been admitted. To them we owe, not only 
much of that system of policy which has saved England and 
Europe from subjugation ; but also the chief arguments in 
support of that policy in Parliament. On a variety of other 
great questions of national interest, his influi‘j)ce is nearly 
as great. Much of what is daily urged on many popular topics 
are but repetitions of what he has thrown out, and the origin of 
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many brilliant passages in the best speeches in botli Houvses 
whether in reasoning or in rhetorical art, are obvious to the 
diligent reader of his works. The same remark a})plics to 
several popular contributors to literature, miscellanc'ous as 
well as those who discuss public affairs — i)am[>hleteers, 
reviewers, journalists, and political essayists. His works 
form no small j)art of their stock in trade ; the mine from 
wdiich is dug out their most stc'rling ore or llie ornament by 
w'hieli it is sot off. Ilis works in fact form a vast storehouse 
of matter, on which such authors daily fet'd and fatten ; his 
idt'as dissected out of their connecting })ositions and hashed 
up in some new form to suit Hie ])articular tastes of llie 
borrow' ers, or the voracious ap])etite of the ])ul)lic for some- 
thing new', and strong, and striking, but still substantially 
his ideas. Whenever an imj)ression is to be madt*, a quotation 
from Burke is sun' to makt' it. He appears to reign supremt' 
in estimation \Vhether for matter or for manner, liis phraseo- 
logy is often so striking as not to bo forgotten, and beeomcs 
tliejicea cbaraeteristie and popular feature on which eontri- 
butions arc largely levied. ‘Frequently it is of an original cast, 
unusually forcible, ex])ressive, and condenses much meaning 
W’ithin a small compass. Hi the use of (‘pit bets he is jierhaps 
too free. Tliey wen' ehit'fly the offspring of vi'ln'inent 
fi'cliug in debate, but while sometimes jiroductivi' of 
jiow’crful (.'ffeet, they are also open to the cliarge of ('xaggera- 
tion, n'preheiision, and sometinu's ridicule. 

He is ahout the first of our writers, for Junius (*annot be 
said to have preceded him, who has thrown the rays i>f gt'uius 
and eloquence over j)olitical discussion. Pnwioiis to his 
time, a political book and a dull book, wc'iv ju'arly synony- 
mous terms. Lord Boliiigbmke's ])ieces form jierliaps the only 
exception to tliis remark, tliough some do not admit him to 
be ail exception, as his political and jdiilosopliical writings 
appear to hv equally forgotten. Neither has he that ground- 
work of truth, yigoiir of reasoning or of language*, variety or 
sj)lendour of genius, w hich Burke lias employed iu commu- 
nicating abstract truth, or in discussing subjects not iu 
themselyes of the most enlivening description, but wliich 
acquire spirit and vivacity under his manag(*mcnt. He 
cannot or wdll not be dull even on a dull subject, for while 
his argument clears the road, his flashes of genius and wit 
enliven, his imagination adorns it. Scarcely another man 
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could have produced such speeches as he has left us on the 
unpromising topics of economical lieform (so said Lord North 
his opponent), and on the debts of the Nabob of Arcot. 

A minute critic may find in his writings traces of three 
or even more sorts of styles or shades of the same style, 
adapted no doubt like a skilful rhetorician, to the nat\u*e of 
tlie topic on which he had to treat. The Letter to a Noble 
Lord, a considerable part of tlie Reflections on the Revolu- 
tion in France, and large portions of his Speech(»s, may be 
taken as specimens of a poetical or im{)assioned style. 
The Thoughts on the l)iscont(*nts, the Letter to the Sherifls 
of Bristol, to Sir Hercules Ijaugrishe, and others on Irish 
and French Aflairs, with tlie Thoughts on ]{(‘gicide Peace, 
and perhaps the Essay on the Sublime and Beautiful, as coming 
under the denomination of his middle style. The Charges 
against Mr. Hastings, which are drawn up with uncommon 
skill, the Addresses to the King and to tijc Americans on 
the ]>roposed Secession from Parliament in 1777, the 
Historical Articles in the Annual Register for several years, 
and his Abridgment of Engl isi\‘ History, as his plain or 
grave style. The Vindication of Natural Society, and account 
of the European Settlements in America, difler perhaps in 
some degree from each of these as well as from each other. 
And the Short Account of a Short Administration, the 
(Conduct of the Minority, and the Appeal from the New to 
the Old Whigs, present a diftcrcnce in manner froni the 
whole of the others. 

His letters generally speaking though with several excep- 
tions, belong to his ])lain style. In the ]>ublish(A corres- 
pondence there is all that we can reasonably wish in good 
sense, perspicuity, and frequent touches of eloquence and 
elegance ; but less of tliat finished elaboration which some 
seemed to expect, though inappropriate to the subjects or 
circumstances on which he wrote. Politics, party movements, 
election aliairs, and other public matters writttm generally in 
the bustle of the moment, were not thcmies ibr such display. 
But wheuever occasion required it or his aliections were 
interested, who more impressive, strilving or persuasive? 
Nothing perhaps which we possess can t‘xceed the letters to 
Barry the painter. They partake generally of much of the 
instructive character of his writings, tlui same force of 
observation, expressed with elegance, teaching the honest 
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lessons of wisdom without losing any thing of epistolary ease, 
and amount almost to disquisitions on the subjects on which 
they touch, especially criticisms on Art. In vivacity, which 
many esteem the chief recommendation of a JTamiliar letter- 
W’riter he is deficient, evidently not from want of power, but 
of inclination to deal in mere pleasantry upon paper. 
With numberless claims upon time and serious attention 
bis aim was rather to inform than to amuse. 

Allusions have been made to an error (p.499) not uncommon 
among those who know little of the original, or who possessing 
little critical discrimination confound two things essentially 
different — that his style is flowery. Not only is this not the 
case, but it may be questioned whether it can be called an orna- 
mented style. All the common characteristics of such style 
as exhibited by others, are at variance with the peculiarities 
which distinguish the productions of Burke. If a definition 
be requirc^d of its nature, this will be difficult to give without 
periphrasis, but it may be termed an^impassioned style, the 
product of ardent genius and strotig filing, ^sfuddedT with 
bold figures, not laidon for the sake of ornament, but springing 
out of the intensity of his conceptions ; meant not to adorn, 
but to convey a more perfect imago of the mind. Of these 
figures much is occasionally said. Yet they are on the whole 
less remarkable for number, than for a certain daring origi- 
nality of feature not to be found in any other orator, and in 
few" of our poets, excepting in some of the more sublime 
conceptions of Paradise Lost ; and their effect usually is to 
sink deep into the mind, and to be recalled by memory as 
things w^orthy of recollection when the same ides^ expressed 
in common language would have been forgotten probably ai 
soon as heard. A figure therefore such as Burke commonly 
uses, is wholly distinct in its nature from mere ornament, 
and may rather be considered an 'appeal to the judgment i 
through the attractive medium of the imagination. In con- 
cejition, he aims much less at the beautiful, than at the great, 
striking, and sublime ; often lie is eminently happy in their 
nature and use ; now and then though rarely, rather strained ; 
occasionally coarse or unseemly ; but always forcible. 

He deals occasionally though not tw excess in antithesis ; 
rather sparingly in climax ; sometimes in personification and 
apostrophe. In interrogatory he is often pow^erful ; but his 
taste in pursuing a simile too far may at times afibrd matter 
for dispute. His favourite and most brilliant figure is 
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metaphor, and in this he is frequently amenable to the laws 
of criticism from its being imperfect or broken ; offending 
in this way, like all great and original minds, against tho 
strict canons of art, yet overpowering them all by his genius. 
An instance of this mingled beauty and imperfection may 
be taken at random, lii alluding to the bickerings with 
America excited by Mr. George Grenville whose character he 
is sketching, and whom he represents to have understood 
more of business and of the forms of office on common 
occasions than of enlarged and prudent policy on great 
emergencies, we find — “ These forms are adapted to ordinary 
occasions, and therefore persons who are nurtured in office 
do admirably well as long as things go on in their common 
order ; hut tahen the high roach are hroJce?i up, and the icaters 
are out, ivhen, a new and troubled seene is 02 )ened, and the file 
affords no precedent, then it is that a greater knowledge of 
mankind, and a far more extensive comprehension of things, 
is requisite, than ever officer gave, or than office can ever 
give.” Public discontent and confusion overspreading the 
countrj" like a vast inundation, effacing all former beacons 
for the guidance of its rulers, and leaving the judgment to its 
own unassisted efforts, is a noble idea ; but something of 
metaphorical propriety and grandeur is lost by being joined 
to the literal reality of the file of office'^ 

A metaphor strained to its utmost limits appears in a speech 
upon what he thought the over-done economy of the 
Minister, in some regulations proposed in 1785 — “ He (Mr. 
Pitt) chooses to 8Up})ose (for ht^ does not pretend more than 
to suppose) a naked possibility that he shall draw some 
resource out of crumbs di*op])ed from the trencliers of penury ; 
that something shall be laid in st(^re from the short allowance 
of revenue officers overloaded with duty, and famished for 
bread; by a reduction from officers, who at this very hour are 
ready to batter the Treasury with what breaks through stone 
walls, for an increase of their appointments. From the 
marrowless bones of these skeleton establishments, hy the use 
of every sort of cutting, and of every sort of fretting toot, he 
flatters himself that he may chip and rasp an empirical 
alimentary powder, to diet into some similitude of health and 
substance the languishing chimeras of fraudulent reformation.” 
The allusions in the first sentence of this passage are un- 
objectionable and forcible ; in the second they pass into the 
simile and seem constrained and unnatural though applica- 
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ble to the character he had given to the bill in the previous 
portion of his speech. This instance may however be con- 
sidered to stand alone in his works. 

Such trivial imperfections amid numberless specimens 
remarkable for fitness and correctness, detract little from the 
merit of an orator. Abstracted from the subject they may 
be open to objection, but taken along with it, few readers 
think them worthy of notice and fi*wer still would wish 
them expunged. An imperfect metaphor forms indeed fine 
food for the indignation of the critic, w ho liistens upon the 
unhappy ofliuider as he would upon a tliief caught in the 
act of ])urloiniug property, and commonly handles him with 
little less mercy. But after all, it may be doubted whether 
much of tliis critical horror does not partake of the character 
of learned trifiing ; for if we appeal to experience, to the 
facts furnished every day b}’ the intercourse of life and 
business, we.tind that though metaphors arc in continual use 
by all ranks of poo])le, few of them when examined are 
critically perfect. lV> be so, they mostly require to be 
studied, and the most beautiful require it the most. In 
extemporaneous oratory, such as we usually hear in the 
British Senate, this is not to be expected. He who w’ould 
stop in the career of his argument to labour a metaphor 
with minute point and polish, might gain the reputation of 
a sensitive critic but he would probably gain no other. Few 
writers, perhaps, would desire to see their ideas submitted 
to the world in their first words, and still greater allowances 
require to be made for the orator. 

A chai’ge lias been brought against him by high authority 
(Dugald IStewart,) that, though confessedly om of the 
greatest masters of the English language, he often debases 
his style by the intermixture of cant and colloquial words 
and allusions. The fiict of such irtermixture may be true, 
but a diftereiil inference may be drawn from their use. It 
is but fair at least, before we wholly condemn his practice, 
to consider his object. 

Having chiefly to address a popular assembly, intelligent, 
and well educated indeed, but still essentially popular ; and 
on other occasions the public at large through the medium of 
the press upon topics which concerned the welfare of all, and 
wdth which all were or fancied they w ere, acquainted, he aimed 
as already hinted, at being strong rather than dignified ; bold, 
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clear, and intelligible, rather than refined ; mastering their 
opinions by power rather than by elegance; omitting nothing 
which he thought might win opinion ; and for this purpose 
calling in the aid of the most familiar and homely associations. 
Like Sw'ift, another of our powerful writers, he was determined 
at whatever sacrifice, to make a deep and indelible impression 
though never disposed like him to descend to grossness or 
low abuse. 

He conceived deeply and felt strongly, and would not 
weaken the force of his first id(‘aa by any thing like squeam- 
ishness of expression. He was too prone perha})s to the use 
of the vulgar tongue in occasionally ill-ciiosen epithets, 
though not in sentiment. Oratory, however, has a license 
in language which is denied to history, to criticism, to 
judicial statements and investigations, or to the philosophical 
treatise. In the former therefore if his taste, judged by 
his own practice be often faulty, the error probably arose 
from an exaggerated idea of his privil(‘ge ; for in other works, 
such as his History, the Essay on the Sublime, and the 
Articles of Charge against Mr. Hastings, the style is 
unobjectionable ; in the latter indeed so precise that though 
occupying an octavo volume and a half, I do not remember 
meeting with but one or two metaphorical allusions, and 
nothing that can be considered familiar or colhxpiial. 

It is likewise urged that he is too liberal in the use of 
terms borrowed from art, science and even the commonest 
occupations, as these though serving to give variety to 
imager}", may not be intelligible or even agreeable to the 
mass of readers. Earely however do we find them beyond 
general comprehension ; but he certainly levies upon all 
professions and occupations without scruple — upon the 
divine, moralist, philosopher, physician, astronomer, chemist, 
mathematician, lawyer, surgeon, farmer, soldier, seaman, 
and many others, down even to the baker and butcher, 
instances of which may be collected from his works. 
His nautical allusions, w hich were gleaned probably from 
Lord Keppel, Sir Charles Saunders and other intimate naval 
friends, are not only numerous, but applied wdth more pro- 
priety than a landsman can usually accomplish. Thus in 
“ trimming the ship,” in “ heaving the lead every inch on 
way I made,” a metaphor strongly expressive of the care and 
caution exerted upon the economical Eeform bill ; in lawyers 
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(who are said to bend tlieir eyes by instinct on the peerage) 
“ casting their best bower-anchor in the House of Lords,” 
and a variety of others. In s\irgery, the terms “ solution of 
continuity,” and “ working off the slough of slavery,” may 
not be so easily understood by the unprofessional, as “ the 
broad-cast swing of the arm” of the farmer, and the supposed 
questions of the agrarian butchers of the Duke of Bedford’s 
acres — “ how' he cuts up ?” “ how he tallows in the caul or 
on the kidneys ?” 

Another resource for exuberant eloquence was the use of 
scriptural phraseology. Terms from this source may have 
been applied to political circumstances with too much freedom 
though without the least idea of irreverence, but to such as 
did not know his private character or make allowance for 
sallies of genius, they conveyed perhaps something of that 
impression. For instan?e, in calling Lord Hillsborough’s 
Letter to the*Colonies during the disputes, “ a canonical book 
of ministerial scripture, — the epistle general to the Ameri- 
cans ;” or “ it is good for us to be here “ brother Lazarus 
is not dead, but sleepeth and many more of a similar de- 
scription, If the language of sacred writ be ever admissible 
in general discussicuis — and doubts may exist of its propriety, 
— it is perhaps least objectionable when used by a great 
orator on a great occasion, afl(‘cting the general interests of 
nations or of large bodies of the community, and when 
neither the speaker nor the subject is likely to degrade it. 
Lord Chatham used such language frequently. To any one 
indeed who has proper relisli for a high order of literary 
beauty, it requires some self-denial not to seize upon phrases 
which stand so opportunely in the way ; for they recur con- 
tinually to memory, are in themselves often sublime, always 
expressive, and have the advantage of being universally 
familiar. 

Add this however to other literary sins, to “ his prolific 
imagination,” which in the language of Mr. Pitt “ had 
so long been the wonder and pleasure of the House,” to his 
irregular or broken figures, to his occasional dallying with 
his subject, to the too frequent use of terms of art, to his 
frequent invective, to the introduction of undignified and 
colloquial expressions — and to how little do they amount? 
On the other hand, wdiere shall we find among orators or 
statesmen so much depth and originality of thought, fulness 
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of information, variety of diction, vipjour of expression, 
amplitude of imagination, bold and sublime imagery? In 
short so much of grandeur* and energy of eloquence, or of 
beautiful and impressive writing ? 

ms LEADING PUBLIC PRINCIPLES. 

As a statesman, Burke’s distinguishing policy is to be 
traced in his speeches and writings. These comprise a 
useful manual for reference to futun^ lt‘gislntors and minis- 
ters and will be consulted for the opinions they teach and 
the difficulties they solve ; for clear and enlarged views on 
great constitutional questions ; for a thorough acquaintance 
with the duties of rulers and subjects in their various rela- 
tions of control and obedience. To his ideas on such points 
universal assent may not be given, nor was their justice 
always admitted at the time. But experience has proved 
they were grounded in sound judgment and in a penetrating 
and prospective spirit — the first qualities beyond all others 
for tliose who fill public stations and for the want of whi(?h 
no others can compensate — and in a wisdom not abstruse or 
perplexed, but in its application obvious and easy. 

It was peculiar to him — and one of the many distinctions 
which belonged to his character — that possesseil of a fancy 
and imagination singularly brilliant — united with stores of 
knowledge, of a liberal and philosophical turn of mind, added 
to having passed much time among hooks — all the elements 
which unite to comjjose a beautiful systtun-maker and 
imposing theorist, ])roduced in him a directly op{)osite effect. 

( He would admit of no innovating speculations into the 
business of government. He was, if any man was, a practical 
man. He professed to build, as the wise of all times have 
done, upon the basis of history and experience. I prefer 
the collective wisdom of ag(*s,” said he, alluding to Mr. Pitt 
and Mr. Fox, “ to the abilities of any two men living.” But 
this temper, however much in the spirit of Bacon, would 
have done little for his fame, without that hapi)y conforma- 

• ** Junius,** somewhere observ'es an acute critic (Mr. Iluzlitt), who 
will not be suspected of undue partiality to IJurke, “ is the first of his 
class, but that class is not the hig'he.st. Junius’s manner is the strut of a 

petit-maitre, Burke’s the stalk of a pia»t ’> if grandeur is not to be ibund 
in Burke, it is to be found nowhere." 
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tion of mind which enabled him to discriminate the nature 
of the deductions to be drawn from it — between what to 
apply to use, and what was inapplicable. He entertained for 
ancient institutions that respect and admiration which alb 
sober minds feel as long — but no longer— as they have been 
productive of good ; and w hile their effects continued bene- 
ficial, disapproved of attempts to alter the practice. 

His aim therefore in our domestic policy, was to preserve 
all our institutions in the main as they stood ; for the simple 
reason that under them tlie nation had become great, and 
prosperous, and happy. It was not his desire that w^e should 
shut our eyes to abuses — his w’hole life he said had been spent 
in resisting and n'jjoaling abuses — but to amend deliberately, 
quietly, and cautiously, lie would rather not innovate at all, 
for innovation was not reformation ; to overturn nothing which 
had the sanction of tlnu* and many happy days in its favour 
to correct and perfect superstructures, but to leave all 
foundations, the antiquity of which formed a guarantee of 
their usefulness and stability in general opinion, sacred and 
unharmed. “ The love of things ancient,’’ says Hooker, 
“ doth argue stayc'dness ; but levity and want of experience 
maketh apt unto innovations.” Bacon thought time alone 
should be the great innovator. Burke appeared equally to 
think that in the nice connexion between the supreme 
governing authority and the people, he was the chief or 
the only power w'hich could act Avithout exciting jealousy on 
the one part or on the other. He did not regard a form of 
government as necessarily good, because it w'as ])lausible 
upon paper, but rather looked to its actual w orking' ; to its 
effects rather than to nominal merits ; to practical Ijenefits 
conferred on the })eo])le as obvious to the sense, rather than to 
perfection in tlui theories ouw hich itw^as founded. He believed 
that no material or abrupt deviation in established constitu- 
tions, or in the mode of governing communities, could take 
place without danger ; and the event of the first great political 
struggle in w^hich he was engaged evinced the accuracy of 
this opinion. His constant admonition to England respect- 
ing America was — “Talk not of your abstract rights of 
government ; I hate the very sound of them ; follow expe- 
perience and common sense ; desist from the innovations 
you are now attempting ; do as you have always done before 
in i^rmitting her to tax herself ; and in all ordinary circum- 
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stances of the world the effects will be the sanie^namely, 
peace, security, and attachment.’** 

Such minute attention to the usages and habits which 
unite governors and governed evince a simple yet really en- 
larged description of wisdom. To the more sanguine class of 
politicians, it appeared antiquated and common-place. Yet if 
we required a more eloquent advocate for such a system of 
sound sense, we have one in the condition of a neighbouring 
oountiy, where from 1789 to the pres(‘nt hour (1854) — a 
desperate and often murderous struggle for sixty-five 
years — scarcely one of the objects for which it was com- 
menced has been gained, simply by neglect of the ]>rin- 
ciples of Burke. The natural frame of his politics far 
from being narrow, was of an expanded cast. He always 
’ contended for a liberal and conciliatory line of conduct in 
national questions, a disregard of small and temporary 
benefits for the sake of great and permanent interests; 
seeming to think that England had lost and might again 
lose by selfishness, but never had sustained injury by 
kindness and generosity, Eor this reason he would not run 
the risk of losing the American continent for the sake of a 
revenue, which if acquired he earU' perceived could be no 
more than nominal. In the same spirit he called for 
concession to the Iri.sh legislature — to her restricted 
commerce — and to her large body of Homan Catholic 
subjects from the disabilities under which they laboured. 
He staked his peace, interests, and fame, on procuring justice 
and future security for the people of India. He contended 
against many opponents — his friends sometimes among the 
number — for liberty of conscience to the dissenters ; for the 
relief of small debtors ; for the suppression of general war- 
rants ; for the abolition of negro slavery as a trade and 

♦ An eminent American, talkin'^ not lon^ ag'O to an acquaintance of 
Burke, said, “ Had the advice of your illustrious friend been followed 
at the be"iniijnS of our contest, I do not positively say that America at 
this day would have been yours, though in very wise hands, and with con- 
cessions to her trade and advancing knowledgre, even this mijrht have been 
possible. But I am very sure that our separation would have been more 
easy, more imperceptible, more g-ood humoured ; and possibly we mig'ht 
have been afterwards linked to'jether by mutual interests as stronj^ly as by 
dominion. Burke would have saved your country from bloodshed, above 
one hundred millions of money, and, more than that, have prevented a 
rival feeling between the nations which may now never be allayed." 
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the better treatment of such as were in the islands ;* for 
the extension of the power of juries ; for the liberty of pub- 
lishing the parliamentary debates ; for the re-establishment 
of Mr. Wilkes in his seat for Middlesex ; for the enactment 
of Mr. Grenville’s useful bill regulating controverted elec- 
tions, which met with much unaccountable opposition and 
found in Burke one of its ablest supporters ; for the Nullum 
Tempus Act securing the property of the subject against 
dormant claims of the crown ; for anotl.er which he en- 
deavoured to carry against similar claims of the Church; for 
retrenching the public expenditure without parsimony toward 
public servants or services, or inlringing upon the dignity of 
the crown ; for a more unrestrained s\ sti'in of commercial 
intercourse ; for a more generous policy towards Prance and 
the Preueh ])rinces in the earlier part of the war than Mr. 
Pitt was inclined to sliow ; added to various other measures 
on record ; all indicating love for popular interests, and the 
most enlarged and liberal views. In most of these great 
questions his understanding assumed the post of honour — 
that is, it did not follow, but led the jmblic voice, lie had, 
in fact, an unfeigned contempt for statesmen without ‘darge, ' 
liberal, and prospective views,” for what he called 
“ meclianical politicians,” and “pedlar principles.” “Little- 
ness ill object and in means,” said he, seeming to hint at 
some of the Ministry or their connexions in 179(>, “ to them 
appears soundness and sobriety. They think there is nothing 
wortli pursuit but that which they can handle ; which .they 
can measure with a two foot rule ; which they can tell upon 
ten fingers.” 

It has been said, that he latterly swerved from the freer 
principles with wliich he set out in political life, but perus<al 
of his (‘arlior writings, and a fair iiiduetioii from his general 
arguments, will amend this impression. At no period 

* Kven 80 late as 1822, when Wilberforce endeavoured to eurry out 
iiiiiong' foreiji^ners abolition of the slave trade, or better treatment of slaves, 
he thus writes to Mr. lJuxton ; and the tribute paid to the origiiml pro- 
poser is more marked when we remember tlmt it was started several years 
before his own labours he^an. (Vid. p. lU.'i.) “ 1 liave often thought that 

some moditicjHtion of Burke’s plan would be advisable. I used to think 
that exoej)t f(jr its not |;oiii|^ fur enoug-h, it might be no bad jdau. The 
very eircumstauce of its being Burke’s, would so abate envy and sileuoo 
the clamour against us as visionaries, rejjublicuns, insurrectionists, that it 
would on that ground be almost invaluable," — ^ ol. v., p. loT. 
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did he assimie the character of a fiery patriot, having on the 
contrary early declared in the House of Commons “ that 
being warned by the ill elleets of a contrary procedurt* in 
great examj)les” — he had the Earl of Ihith and some others 
ill his eye at the moment — he had taken his ideas of liberty 
very low ; in order that they should slick to him, and that 
he might stick to them to the end of his life.” Averse there- 
fore to professions of patriotism, few slati'snum paid more 
attention to the substance; and in jmrsuing what h(‘ thought 
the true interests of the country, never very eagerly sought, 
and perhaps never much valued, ])opular applause; especially 
if to obtain it required the sacrilice of a singh* principle or 
point of sound wisdom. He did not so much despise, as 
tacitly consider popularity thus earned as of that species 
which docs not extend its influence to the ])age of history, 
when* alone the deserts of a great man an* justly halaneed and 
receive their due reward. In tlie (yes of many he was, so far 
as bis personal interests were coma'rned, ov(‘r-ti‘naeious in 
neven' surrendering his own to the popular opinion • ‘‘alwavs 
too fond of the right ” as Goldsmith said “to pursue the 
expedient.” 

The same patriotism, superior to all party considerations, 
which jirotfercd support to gov('nnm*nt during the riots in 
1780 , “ when (as he says) wild and sjivage insurn^ction 
quitted the woods, and prowlt‘d about our stn^et.s in the 
name of reform,” brought him forward with irresistible? 
power in the still more fearful crisis produced by the gn^at 
eonvulsion in a neighbouring country. Wi* may ]j(‘rceive 
on all occasions a gallant S])iri 1 , a kind of ()l(l-fashiom*d 
generosity about tlie opinions and character, j)nblic and 
private of Burke, whidi whenever he saw om* branch of tlu? 
constitution, or any order of the eommunity ])ri*ss(‘d down or 
threatemd by others, made him fling himsidl* into the lighttT 
scale, to restore if possibles the eqiiip<»is(‘. Such was his 
(*onduct on this most important of national (?vcnts. He 
thought it his duty to stand in the breaeli, (‘V(‘n if alone, and 
in fact he long stood alone; to reason Jind if micu'ssary to 
cont(‘nd with, bis former political com])anions who scemt‘d 
mish‘d beyond the line of prudence by the ('iithusiasm of 
the moment. He desired to appeal from Philip drunk to 
Philip sober; to pronounce aloud the warning voice to the 
people at large should they labour under the same delusion ; 
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to point out the mischiefs whic^h, not their neutrality merely, 
but their good sense and decided hostility were required to 
prevent. The results of these endeavours were a violent 
clamour against him for assaulting the cause of liberty. 
What species of liberty it was wliich lie assaulted is never 
ventured to be explained, but we should know it was that of 
France in 1793. What the liberty was whicli he defended and 
approved we understand. He has told us pretty explicitly 
— that it was English liberty — it was that sysU'iii of things 
which secured to every order in the stat(‘, to the monarchy, 
to the aristocracy, and to the people, and to every person 
within thost‘ orders, the full enjoymt'iit of as many rights, 
as ample security, and as much freedom of action as was 
consistent with the same rights, the same security, and the 
same freedom of action, to t'very other order and individual. 

For reprobating the joriiuT while sujqiorting the latter 
system, 1 k^ v1is accusiui of inconsistency ; as il' between the 
practice of France and the ])ractice of England there pre- 
vailed the slighti*st allinity — wide as vice and i irtue, as 
wrong and right asundcu*; The distinction which he drew 
between them, and the (‘lirtion wliieli be made of the latter, 
required no exercise of subtlety, but were the ordinary results 
of sound sense and a clear undl‘r^tauding. Attaclu'd to the 
monarehy from priii(*ij)le and from conviction, ami brought 
forward in life by the aristocracy, he jirolessed for both a 
warm, though not a “ slavish respect,” and in the moment of 
need did th(‘m service which can never be rejiaid, and sivudtl 
never be forgotten. As one sjirung from the middle ranks of 
the peojile, he wished to ])i’eserv(‘ that station as \\t\> as tlu‘ 
others free and resjiectable, unawed by the tyranny— as in 
France — of tlie moh. 8inct're in tlie veiu'ration of religion, 
he contemplated the spoliation of i^s institutions, and its 
subsequent extinction .as a principle of belief in that country, 
with horror. Exeniphiry in the performance of soi*ial and 
moral duties, he could not see them involved in tlie general 
ruin of every thing decent and valuable', without the 
strongest indignation. He was arrived too at an age when 
in matters of govi*rnmeiit, the judgme A is out of tlie reach 
of crude schemes and juvenile lollies ; when tlie lust of inno- 
vation if it has ever prevailed in the mind, is cooled by the 
calculations of experience. His practical knowledge of 
statesmanship, and of the conflicting interests and passions 



528 


LITE or BURKE. 


1797. 


of suet ss were, or aimed to be, leaders of the people, 
tad been laboriously earned. His observation had been 
keen, his powers to combine, analyse, and deduce im- 
portant truths from the contemplation of the whole, great as 
it appeared, beyond example. Looking at such a man in the 
abstract without previously knowing w hat part he did take, 
no doubt could be entertained of the part he wouid take. 

; The greatest perhaps, and most useful of his many gifts 
' was that capacity to point out consequences, which stretching 
itself beyond even w isdom, became almost prescitaice. In 
that point he stands alone. !No other statesman has ap- 
proached him in the exercise of the samt^ taeulty, and it may 
belong ere we see such another. II is predictions, though so 
numerous and various, and which at tirsi by tlu'ir boldness 
aftbrded matter for surprise not asstmt, bt'cam(‘ by their ful- 
filment to the letttT in almost ev(‘r\ instance, a subject of 
general astonishment. Yet the Fn neli Itevolution was by 
no means the first occasion on which that quality was de- 
veloped. An attentive inquirer will iind it marked in most 
of the great events of his public life. 

He lived just long enough to find himself acknowledged 
the prince of political prophets ; to see the r(‘probation he 
had ventured to pass on the most remarkable event of modern 
times more than justified by the horrid scene's to wdiich it 
gave rise ; to confirm the body of the nation in the belief 
that it had acted wisely; to convince many of the opposite 
party that their original judgment had been wrong. Had he 
even erred in estimating the dangers which threatened our 
ow'ii institutions, it would be dillicult to censure bis caution, 
A government like that of England, commonly upright in 
design, in the main pure in practice, and under w hich the 
people have becomes great, free, and prosperous btyund all 
example, is entitled to our bi'st exertions in moments of 
peril. Nor should the existence of a few delects or errors, 
w'hich after all interfere with no fundamental right of the 
people and wdiich it is easier to point out than to riunecly, be? 
})ermitted to give a haiidlt* to innovators. Tlie fabric of all 
constitutions, and perhaps of our own especially, is valuable 
only w hen the materials w hich compose it are in close union. 
Disunited or loosely conjoined, they are of less value. It 
was the praise of Burke to tie the links more closely at a 
moment when the mistakes of some, and the designs of 
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others, threatened to sever them for ever ; and hj this merit, 
which is only one item in a long list of public services, has 
left a name as imperishable as the country which he saved 
and adorned. 

Let it be supposed on the other hand that his mind had 
been less happily regulated ; that his wisdom or patriotism 
had been less enlarged ; that he had fallen in with the views 
of theorists and crafty schemers, in order to render them a 
stepping stone to place or even to the perpetration of 
criminal schemes. Let us suppose for a moment, that 
deluded by a spirit of insane ambition he had led the van, 
supported by Paine and so many hundreds of other incendi- 
aries and dreamers of no ordinary rank and talents, to batter 
down the venerable institutions of tlie land in expectation 
of rising upon the ruins, — there is perhaps little doubt but 
he might have ^accomplished such designs. With all his as- 
sistance. the struggle against such persons and principles 
was arduous. But with his energies exerted on the con- 
trary sides we should now probably have no constitution to 
lind fault with, and no country, not an independent one at 
least, to claim. 

As a minister, during the very short time spent in ofiBce, 
he was as we have seen, punctual, laborious, and disinterested 
in an unusual degree. His reform bill was the most im- 
portant measure carried through parliament during the 
century, whether we consider the actual saving of money, ^-he 
regulation of ofiice, or the abolition of places which might 
have been rendered sources of undue influence or suspicion 
in the votes of thirty-six members of the House of Commons 
— a number almost sufficient of themselves to form a House. 
That he would have displayed a diflerent spirit if placed 
in a more leading department of government, there is no 
reason to believe. His integrity of purpose was never 
questioned. It is possible be might not have been popular. 
He showed too much zeal in urging favourite measures ; and 
zeal in the eyes of even the higher classes excites suspicions 
of sinister motives. He did not certainly consult expediency. 
He exhibited occasionally too much candour in disclosing the 
whole of his views in public propositions of moment, while 
other persons in power, with more of maiiagemeiit, or less ol 
courage thought it more prudent to let tlieiii slide into the 
world, like ill-news, piecemeal. And having never adopted a 
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measure of great consequence excepting after intense con- 
sideration and the clearest conviction of being right, he could 
not perhaps have yielded with a good grace to public opinion, 
Jiad it chanced to set in ever so strongly the contrary way. 

Count Ouvarof!', Minister of Public Instruction in Kussia 
in sketches of Baron Stein and Pozzo di Borgo, 1847, thus 
alludes to the qualificationsof the Irish orator as a politician : 
“ Among English statesmen, Pozzo di Borgo admires IMr. Pitt; 
but all his sympathies were for Mr. Burke, who liad left on 
his mind an indelible impression. To the latter statesman he 
gave credit for an almost pro])hetic knowledge of European 
politics ; whilst the Englisli ]\Linisters did not in his opinion 
clearly comprehend the posture and interests of the con- 
tinental powers.” 

BURKE, PITT, FOX. 

It may be an object of inquiry among Bucli as look minutely 
to development of mind, to estimate the relative capacity 
and powers displayed by those distinguished orators during 
their career, and the rank they are likely to hold on the roll 
of history. No formal parallel however will be attempted to 
be drawn here. Each has his partizans, and each certainly 
possesses peculiar merits of his own. But as it is not the pre- 
eminence of one or two faculties, but the results of various 
excellence that form the criterion by which such men are 
judged and compared by posterity, so as in this view Cicero 
lias been awarded superiority among the Homans ; Burke is 
]>retty certain to take the same stand among the modems. 
At present perhaps political feelings and partialities may 
tempt a few — and they certainly are not numerous — to ques- 
tiQ|i this. He is yet too near our own time. His great 
competitors have besides left their names as watch-words and 
raDyiug points to two great parties in the state, who influ- 
encea by party attachments or those many small yet strong 
links which bind public men together, claim the same dis- 
tinction each for its particular leader. But party feelings 
towards individuals seldom outlive the generation they 
influence. Half a century commonly dissolves the spell. 
Men begin then to look around them for some better 
evidences of desert than temporary power or popularity 
furnish.* Fame indeed is a capricious ofiering. Milton, as 

• “ Even now,** says a writer who does not ov<‘rload him with praise, 

while the ashes of Fox and Pitt are yet wuriii, and their eloquence may 
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we all know had little reputation as a poet while he lived ; 
and for many years Dry den did not possess more of it 
than a few writers, his contemporaries, whose names are 
sunk into deserved obscurity. Several men have influenced 
our House of Commons during their day whose claim to 
such distinction few’ now consider deserved. Mirabeau 
ruled the National Assembly of Prance, yet wdth several 
popular qualities what historian will venture to class him 
among the wdse, or good or truly great ? Even Demosthenes 
and Cicero during tlndr lives only divided public ap])lause 
with rivals in temporary reputation whom none would now 
think of placing in comparison. Such it is almost certain 
will be the standard ultimately attained by Burke. 

No man has excelled or possibly equalled Mr. Pitt in the 
management of the Cabinet, in tact for business, in finance, 
iu that uncommon dexterity which adapting itself without 
subserviency at once to the wishes of the so\ereign, and to 
the fluctuating feelings of the public, never during a long 
period ol‘ tiiiu^, lost the confidence of either. His powders 
w'erc only exceeded by his prudence. 

In no point of ability could Mr. Fox be deemed inferior, 
and in bursts of overpow’ering eloquence was considered 
often to have the advantage. While as a popular idol, as one 
born to lead a formidable party in Parliament and to extract 
out of political coadjutors devoted and enthusiastic personal 
friends, he stood alone, and far above all other men. Mr. 
Burke never did, and Mr. Pitt had it been his lot to labour 
during his life in the ungracious work of Oj)positioit. never 
could have approaclu'd to an equality wdth him in that 
respect. His wants w’ere that caution, moderation, moral im 
fluence and application to business in wiiich Mr. Pitt excelled. 

Mr. Burkt), on the other hand, in addition to displaying 
equality in their most distinguished political characteristics, 
possessed other and various powers to w^hich they bad little 
pretension. We must remember that he had to fight his 
W’ay in the House of Commons from obscurity, without 

be said yet to sound in our ears, bow much more are the speeches of 
Burke read, how much more of them is generally remembered !” A new 
generation has (1854) arisen since the foregoing note and the passages in 
the text were written ; and it is not too much to say that the prediction 
hazarded in the latter is verified by the public voice. 
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wealth, rank, connexion, or political reputation to sustain 
him, excepting such as he could win each night of the session 
by the display of unusual knowledge on all subjects and 
persevering labour, lie had likewise the disadvantage — now 
happily no longer felt — of being Irish, added to tlie charge of 
belonging to an adverse religion. When these and the many 
jealousies and difficulties to which they gave rise are con- 
sidered, which never for a moment thwarted the career of 
his great competitors and that he early surmounted them all, 
we cannot deny that opposed as he says in everj' step he 
took, and of w'hich the publications of the time furnish evi- 
dence, he accomplished much more than they did for fame. 
It has been necessary to notice a few only of his principles 
of general policy here. The detail belongs rather to the his- 
tory of the country, and w'ould require a larger volume than 
the present to itself. They embraced during a period of thirty 
years, the whole of our foreign, colonial, and domestic relations 
under every variety of form and situation. Ills views appear 
to have been on most occasions clear and practical, more en- 
larged sometimes than those of Mr. Pijt, — more precise and 
accurate than those of Mr. Fox; and though it is not meant to 
claim for him infallibility, no statesman who took so decided a 
part on such a multiplicity of subjects lias committed so few' 
mistakes. It would be hazardous to point out any gift or ca- 
pacity as a statesman, in which he w as deficient. In foresight, 
the first and most important of all, he confessedly far excelled 
all contemporari(‘s, and all predecessors. Neither of them 
could like him, plunge boldly into the gul[)h of futurity and 
drag up to the surface for general reprobation or wonder 
^ the spectres of coming events, — too often faithful, yet 
hideous and terrible to view ! 

The same superiority belongs to him in most of the 
natural and acquired pow'ers necessary to constitute a great 
orator. tSuch is not merely the verdict of the critic in his 
study, but he actually exhibited a power over his audience^ 
sometimes in the House of Commons, and more than once 
in Westminster Hall, to which they never attained. “For 
remarkable passages,** observes the able historian of the 
impeachment, “ separable from their novelty, or their striking 
anginal importance in idea or diction, Mr. Burke is the 
mighty master. Those of Mr. Fox were not so distin- 
guished.** In the speeches of Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox there 
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is beyond all question, a great deal of common place, — much 
of what very ordinary men would say as well on similar oc- 
casions. But it is difficult to read a page or two of Burke, and 
not feel the conviction that his speeches belong to another and 
higher order of intellect. The oratory of his competitors was 
commonly inferior in the extent of information conveyed, 
in new and forcible illustration, in compass of mind, in 
flashes of vivid originality, in a vigorous phraseology seldom 
to be forgotten. It was inferior in not impressing the mind 
with the same feeling of enlarged wisdom in the speaker ; 
in wit and ridicule ; in pathos ; in imagery ; in force of 
invective, a useful though sometimes dangerous power ; in 
that kindling of genius called by the critics the eloquence of 
passion, and on important questions an essential element to 
commanding succc'ss. He imparts to our view something 
like an ocean of miiiil, at once deep and boundless — and has 
left behind (Evidences of a genius for politics more capacious 
than any one else has ever exhibited, if indeed any rival in 
such studios ever existed. Even on ordinary affairs he rarely 
sinks to an ordinary level— f here is always something thrown 
in to relieve his treatment of them from such an imputation. 
He trifles occasionally on smaller points of wit or figurative 
ornament as a genius will do, but as has been said of 
IShakespeare, he is always great upon a great occasion. 

If in so many requisites which go to tlie formation of a 
distinguished political character, we find Burke on a level, 
or above his great rivals in public life, there are others of 
moment in which comparison tells to tbeir disadvantage. 

As a wTiter, it is scarcely necessary to advert to bis vast 
superiority. Mr. Pitt indeed did not contend for tht* 
honours of the press. Mr. Eox composed slowly and w ith 
labour, very unlike his mode of speaking, sometimes com- 
plaining of the difficulty of the process as vexatious. Burke 
w'as rapid in composition, though patient in a greater degree 
than is common with men of genius in careful revision ; and 
independent of im^re literary execution, there are more traces 
of vigour of thought, and ingenuity and originality of mhid 
in any one of his pamphlets than in Fox’s history. In 
extent of general knowledge he far excelled both. As a 
man of general genius — Sir Joshua Keynolds certainly had 
him in view in the definition of that quality — wdio seemed 
capable of surpassing in any pursuit to which he chose to 
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devote attention, he excelled them. As a philosophical 
critic, the Essay on the Sublime and Beautiful gave him a 
place to whicli they liad no pretension. And in that general 
truth of deduction from experience and from appearaiices, 
whether in the moral, natural, or political world which 
constitutes the philosopher, his superiority is equally incon- 
testable. In powers of conversation he far exctdled them. 
Ill correct taste and love for the arts he excelled them. In 
classical learning he was probably on a par with either ; and 
in classical criticism though both ivere excellent critics, he 
had perhaps the advantage in depth and ingenuity. Even 
in epistolary communication which forms the business of 
some men and the occasional occupation of all, the same 
superiority over his great rivals whether in the familiar letter 
or the more formal exposition of public business, is as obvious 
as in any other of his talents. Of his pre-eminence over 
Eox, with whom he has been more particularly X’ompared in 
the various excellencies constituting a g^’cat man, I)i-, John- 
son with characteristic precision stated his conviction in a 
single sentence ; “ »Sir,” said he, alluding to some political 
opinions of Sir Joshua lltynolds, “ lie is too much under the 
influence of the Eox (dog) and the Irish constellation^ 
i Among politicians he will be considered to be what Michael 
' Angelo is among artists. 

Viewed in whatevt r light, he must always be considered a 
most extraordinary man — extraordinary in his faculties, in 
liis acquirements, in his rise, in his progress, and in his end ; 
for the last eflbrts of his mind rise in power and in brilliancy 
over almost any that preceded them, lie lived in a momen- 
tous time, and seemed made for such an occasion by the most 
active jiarticipation in all great questions, or strong excite- 
ments, and the splendour of the exertions to which they gave 
rise. Ho may be considered in politics what the great 
reformers were in religion -possessed of zeal, powers, and 
perseverance without limit, to influence the minds of men 
Irom their customary channels of thouglit to such as he 
deemed more consistent with trutli and public advantage, 
lie was peculiarly fitted for being the great presiding genius 
of a country, and his contemporaries should have been his 
ministers. He should have originated measures, and they 
have carried them into execution. Public servants as able as 
they were, and it* that be any criterion of merit, infinitely 



1797. ESTIMATES OE HIS CHARACTEH. 535 

more successful, have been often seen in the world ; but it 
has required two thousand years to produce one Cicero and 
one Burke. Great as his fame is, it has not yet probably 
reached its height. Whether viewed as statesman, orator, 
or writer, ho is destined to descend to a late period of time ; 
to gain in reputation as he recedes from the fleeting animosi- 
ties and prejudices of the day ; and perhaps to excite regret 
and surprise that we should have among us the great master- 
spirit in political prophesying and teaching, and not oftener 
have profited by his admonitions. 

“ If w’e are to praise a man in proportion to his useful* 
ness,” says a distinguished German wTitc?r whose volumes 
find their way through Europe, “ I am persuaded that no 
task can be more difficult than that of doing justice to 
another Englishman, his (Sir W. Jones’s) contemporary, 
the Statesman and Orator Burke. This man has been to 
his own cokntry and to all Europe — in a very particular 
manner to Germany-— a new light of political wisdom and 
moral expiTience. He corrected his age when it was at the 
height of its revolutionary frtmzy ; and without maintaining 
any system of ])hilosophy he seems to have 8(*en farther into 
the true natun' of society, and to have more clearly compre- 
hended the effect of religion in connecting individual secu- 
rity w'ith national welfaiv, than any ])liil(>sopher, or any 
system of philosophy, of any preceding ag(‘.”* 

“ This 1 deliberately and steadily affirm,” writes the learned 
Dr. larr, after an aniuiated eulogy on him as a critic 
and philosopher, “ that of all the men who are, or who ever 
have been, (miiiient for energy or splendour of eloquence, or 
for skill and grace in composition, there is not one who, in 
genius or erudition, in philanthropy or piety, or in any ot 
the qualities of a wise and good man, surpasses Burke.” 

“ I have studied the ancients long and attentively,” said 
the late eminent Dr. John Gillies — known for his history 
of ancient Greece, of the World from Alexander to Au- 
gustus, and for translations from Aristotle — in a long con- 
versation wdth me concerning the subject of these pages, 
“and I have found nothing in any of bheir orators superior 
nay scarcely equal to what we set* in Burke.” 

“If,” said Mr. Eox, in opening the first charge of the 


Schlegel’s Lectures on Literature, vol. ii. p. 278. 



536 


LIFE OF BUEKE. 


1797. 


impeachment, and the allusion to Mr. Burke was rapidly 
caught by the auditory, “ If we are no longer in shameful 
ignorance of India ; if India no longer makes us blush in the 
eyes of Europe ; let us know and feel our obligations to him 
— whose admirable I’esources of opinion and affection — whose 
untiring toil, Miblime genius, and high aspiring honour, 
raised him up conspicuous among the most beneficent 
worthies of mankind !*’ 

“To whom,’* said Sheridan in happier momenta before 
the false lights of French liberty misled him, when he 
had occasion to mention Burke’s name — “I look up 
with homage, whose genius is commensurate to his philan- 
thropy, whose memory will stretch itself beyond the fleeting 
objects of any little, partial, temporary shuffling, through the 
whole range of human knowledge and honourable aspirations 
after human good, as large as the system which forms life, as 
lasting as those ob jects which adorn it.” “ A -gentleman,” 
he adds, whose abilities, happily for the glory of the age 
in which we live, are not intrusted to the penshable 
eloquence of the day, but will live to be the admiration of 
that hour when all of us shall be mute, and most of us 
forgotten/* 
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of Grafton, 95 ; his excursions in 
Ireland, 90, 265 ; his niutiier’s 
letter respecting, 97 ; his high 
qualifications for Parliament, 101 ; 
his oratorical powers, 103,492; 
impressive speech of, 105; again 
returned for Weudover, 1 06 ; 
purchases the estate of Gregories, 
107 ; hivS able refutation of Mr. 
Grenville, 100 ; his activity as a 
farmer. 111, 126, 129, 130; ob- 
ligations of Barry to, 112; his 
reply to isir Ihigott, 116; his 
“ Thoughts on the Cause of the 
Discontents,” 124 ; believed to be 
the author of Junius, 131 ; visits 
France, 135 ; attached to his coun- 
try, 139 ; votes of thunks to, 141, 
154; his speech on American taxa- 
tion, 143; returned for Bristol, 
J 52; his views relative to America, 
155; variety of liis occupations, 
1 59 ; his “ Letter to the Sheriffs 
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of Bristol,” 1 07 ; estimate of bis 
character, 170; proposed statue 
to him in Dublin, 177 ; domestic 
affairs of, 179; his Reform Bill, 

1 86 ; his proceedings during* the 
riots in 1780, 189 ; his speech 
to his constituents, 194 ; re- 
jected at Bristol, 195 ; returned 
for Malton, 197 ; his inter- 
view with the Prince of Wales, 
199 ; his kindness to a young 
author, 202; his benevolent na- 
ture, 203 ; his hospitality, 205 ; 
his sentiments on the American 
War, 209 ; becomes Paymaster-' 
General, 215 ; makes the ac- 
quaintance of Miss Burney, 22*2 ; 
his criticism on Barry’s pictures, 
227 ; elected Lord Rector of the 
Univer8ity>nf Glasgow, 230; his 
house robbeh, 239 ; kind to the 
poor, 242, 422 ; visited by the 
Count de Mirabeau, 243 ; his 
tour in Scotland, 240 ; his speech 
against Warren Ihistings, ^03 ; 
his dial ogue with a visitor, 207 ; I 
notices of him by Hannah More, 
273 ; he meets with a poor artist, 
277 ; notices of liirn by Miss 
Burney, 287 ; his first impres- 
sions of the French Revolution, 
295 ; his letter to M. de Meiion- 
ville, 290 ; death of his sister, 
299; his disconnection with Sheri- 
dan, 301 ; his work on the French 
Revolution, 311 ; honours paid to 
it, 313; opinions of it, 315; op- 
ponents to it, 325 ; his rupture 
with Fox, 329, 373 ; causes of it, 
331 ; visits Margate, 343; print 
of him, by Reynolds, 344 ; his 
conversation with French emi- 
grants, 349 ; reminiscences of 
him by Mr. Smith, 352 ; his com- 
munication with the Empress of 
Russia, 358; his epistolary la- 
bours, 3G5 ; visits Oxford, 375 ; 
his letter to the Duke of Portland, 
376; anecdote of his brother 
Richard, 387 ; his report relative 
to the trial of Mr. Hastings, 389 ; 
retires from Parliament, 391 ; 


death of his son, 395 ; his grief 
on the occasion, 405 ; his opinion 
of the war, 407 ; his pension, 408; 
his “ Thoughts on Scarcity,” 419; 
his opinions on paper currency, 
422 ; his “ Letter to a Noble 
Lord,” 42G; his correspondence 
with Dr. Hussey, 429; emigrant 
school under bis auspices, 433 ; 
bis “ Tbouglits on a Regicide 
Peace,” 437 ; his political pre- 
dictions, 441 ; his letter to the 
Prince of Wurtemburg, 445 ; his 
alleged aberration of mind, 447; 
his declining health, 448, 451 ; 
his hist visit to Bath, 452 ; his 
advice on mutiny in the fleet, 
453 ; returns from Bath, 455 ; 
his death, 457 ; his funeral and 
will, 459 ; his personal appear- 
ance described, ^.64 ; his convert 
sation and manners, 405 ; bust 
of, 4GG ; his dress, 4GG ; pecu- 
liarities of, in private life, 4C7 ; 
bis sayiugs, 4G7 ; his wit, 47 1 ; 
his moral character, 474 ; his 
ardour of tenjperament, 475, 478 ; 
his irritability, 47C ; his freedom 
from jealousy, 477; various esti- 
mates of his character, 481 ; hia 
style, 495, 517 ; his speeches, 
504 ; impression made by, op the 
Duke de Levis, 50G ; his writings, 
510 ; his letters, 516 ; his phraseo- 
logy borrowed from professions, 
520 ; his leading public principles, 
522 ; his foresight, 528 ; his assi- 
duity while in office, 529 ; coin- 
pareu with Pitt and Fox, 530 ; 
must be considered a most extra- 
ordinary man, 534, 

Burke, E. E. his Lectures on the 
Arts, &c. 239. 

Burke, Garret, brother of Edmund, 
3, 90. 

Burke, Mrs. Jane Mary, 49,456, 46 1 . 

Burke, Juliana, sister of Edniund, 
married to Mr. French, 3. 

Burke. Mrs. Mary, letter from, 97. 

Burke, Richard, father of Edmund, 
his marriage, 2 ; his position in 
life, 5. 
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Burke, Richard, brother to Edmund, I 
68, 105, 133, 353, 385. ! 

Burke, Richard, jun., eon to Ed- ! 
mund, 54, 141, 358, 395 ; lainen- ' 
tatione for the death of, 404. 

Burke, Thomas Haviland, 462. 

Burke, William, 64, 89, 100, 162, 
170, 222,391. 

Burney, Dr. 459. 

Burney, Miss, 222, 287, 316. 

Butler, Charles, 348. 

Butler's Court, or Gregories, 106, 
349,461 ; destruction of, by fire, 
463 ; robbery of, 239. 

Calonne, M. De, 344. 

Campbell, Dr., his anecdotes of 
Burke, 265, 486. 

Canning*, Mr. 421, 451. 

Canon of Lichfield, anecdote of, 58. 

Caricatures of Burke and Fox, 

• 345. 

Castletown Roche, village of, 6, 7. 

Catherine of Russia, 3 1 3, 358. 

Cavendish, Lord John, 164, 818. 

Cazales, M. 352, 353, 354, 482. 

Champion, Mr. , correspondence with, 
162, 165,167. 

Charlemont, Lord, character of, 66, 
101, 271, 283, 200, 295, 348. 

Chatham, Lord, ministry of, 93, 96, 
125; resignation of, 106 ; scheme 
of, 1.54. 

Children, Burke's fondness for, 70, 
99. j 

Clootz, Anacharsis, 326. ! 

Coalition ministry, 223 ; its authors, ; 
224 ; dismission of the, 232. i 

Colebrooke, Sir G. 134. 

Conduct of the minority, observa- 
tions on, by Burke, 376, 454 ; 
Burke's correspondence respect- 
ing, 114, 126, 135, 1.39, 141, 159, i 
176, 196, 232, 278, 356, 365, 
385, 406. 

Corporation and Test Acts, 307. 


Crugcr, Mr. 152. 

Cumberland, Mr. 316 

Curwen, Mr. 338, 485. 

Dagger, produced by Burke in the 
Ilouse of Commons, .307. 

Darner, John, Esq. poem to, 25. 

Debates, contest about publishing 
the, 127. 

Debi Sing, cruelties of, 262. 

Dennis, Mr. 15, 21, 29. 

Dialogue with Burke, 266. 

Discontents, pamphlet on th“, 124. 

Dissentei’s, relief of the, 132, 307, 
343, 363. 

Dodsley co- operates with Burke, 54. 

Doyle, Mr., his trick upon P'oote, 100. 

Dundas, Rt. Hon. Henry, 380, 385. 

Dunning, Mr. H^5, 221. 

Dupont, M. 200. 

Economical reform, 1^3, 201, 217. 

Elleiiborough, Lord, 2.52, 505. 

Elliot, Si.- (tilbert. 243, 290. 

Elliott, William, Esq. letters to, 405, 
4L4. 

Emigrants, anecdote of, with Burke, 
348. 

Emigrant school, established, 432 ; 
visits of Burke to it, 433. 

Emin, Yuseph, account of, 42. 

Eneid, Mr. Burke’s estimate of, 15. 

England, travels of Burke in, 35. 

English history, abridgment of, 54. 

Epitaph, jocular, on Burke, by 
Goldsmith, 145; proposed altera- 
tion of that on Goldsmith, 162; 
on Sir George Savile, 239. 

Erskine, Lord, 156, 316, 414, 507. 

European setdenients in America, 
history of the, 52. 

Fitzwaiiam, iCarl, 107, 392, 396, 
413, 431,456. 

Fitzherbert, Mr. 60, 86, 91. 

J'lood, Mr., letter of Burke to, 71, 
75 ; motion of, 309. 

Florence, Grand Duke of, his pro- 


Crabbe, the Poet, 201, 213, 475. posal to Mr. Pitt, 445. 

Crewe, Mr., anecdote of Burke and Foote, the wit, trick upon, 100. 

Sheridan at his house, 275, 304. Fox and Burke, disunion between, 
Crewe, Mrs. 451. 118, 170, 213, 225, 300,307, 

Criminal Code, proposed amend- 318, 327, 328, 339, 346, 307, 

mentofthe, 289. .369, 373, 376, 456, 458, 483, 

Croft’s Life of Dr. Young, 468. 535, 593. 
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France, visited by Burke, 39, 135; 
revolution in, 290 ; memorial on 
tht- affairs of, 357. 

Francis, Mr. 169, 318, 365, 480, 
."iOO, .5.31. 

Franklin, Br. 157, 159, 208, 212, 
256. .300, 318, 366. 

French, Mrs. 3,299. 

Freiuih conimerciul treaty, 264 ; 

French revolution, 291 ; Reflections 
on, published, 310; Burke compli- 
mented by several Sovereij^ns on 
the work, 3l 3 ; translated by Louis 
XVI. 313. 

(jahafran, Mr., letter to, 430. 

Garrick, David, 40 ; letters to, from 
Burke, 86, 113, 181. 

Genhs, Madame de, 319. 

Gentlemen of Bristol, two letters to, 
175. ^ 

Geiitoos, Burke’s attention to. 205. 

Georg^e III., anecdote of, 313. 

Georg-ic of Virgil, translation of 
part of the second, 18. 

Gibbon, Mr. 171, 180, 315, 375, 
510, 

Gill, Will. 10. 

Gillie.s, Dr. John, 5.3.5. 

Glasgow' Logic Chair, Burke tries 
for, 37 ; lie is elected Lord Hector 
of, 230, 245. 

Goldsmith, Dr. 80, 128, 144, 145, 
162. 

Gomme, Mr., anecdotes related by, 
424, 432. 

Goold, Serjeant, 511. 

Gordon, Lord George, and the Riots 
in 1780, 188. 

Govej-iimeiit, jirincijiles of, 523. 

Grafton, Duke of, 92 ; his opinion of 
Burke, 95, .505. 

Grattan, Mr. his estimate of Burke, 
59, 487. 

Great Britain, state of parties in, 
87, 182, 479. 

Gregories, purchase of, 100. 

Grenville, Mr, 82 ; his arguments 
with Burke, 108, 111, 115, 142, 
356, 525. 

Halifax, Lord, goes to Ireland, 68. 

Hall, Rev. Robert, 317. 


Hamilton, Mr. Gerard, celebrity of, 
67 ; rupture between and Burke, 
71,74, 85, 309, 484. 

Hardy, Mr. his account of a visit to 
Beaconsfield, 271. 

Hartley, Mr., Burke’s wit upon, 161, 

Hastings, Mr. 109, 243, 246, 284, 
389, 391, 520. 

Haviland, General, anecdotes of, 
204, 240, 261. 

Haviland, Major, deatli of, 415. 

Haviland, Mrs. Mary, 416. 

Haviland, Mrs. Salisbury, 240, 416, 
417, 458. 

Hawkins, Sir John, 89. 

Heiiessy, Mrs. letter to, 97. 

Hickey, Mr. the sculptor, 218, 465. 

lloliaiid, Lord, his Memoirs of the 
Whig party, 337. 

Horse, affecting anecdote of a, with 
Burke, 448. 

House of Commons, eloquence in 
tlie, 34 ; character of the, 137 ; 
effects uf speaking well in, 166. 

Hume, the histoiiau, 60. 

Hussey, Dr. correspondence with, 
429, 450. 

Hutcheson, Dr. Francis, character 
of, 37. 

India, Burke offered a post in, 133. 

India Bill, 227; speech on, by Burke, 
230. 

India Company’s Charter, 18,‘. 

Indians, emjiloyment of, in America, 
172. 

Ireland, trade of, motion for re- 
vising the laws relating to, 176, 
181 ; visited by Burke. 68, 76, 
95, ‘'65. 

Irish absentees, proposed tax upon, 
139. 

Irish commercial propositions, 244. 

Irihhmen, unjustly jealous ot Eng- 
luiid, 430. 

Jephson, Robert, 74. 

Johnsoi , the equestrian, 77. 

Johnson, Dr., his sarcasm against 
Mullet and Bolingbroke, 45 ; his 
acquaintance with Burke, 56, 89, 
147, 162; compared with him, 
148 ; death of, 239. 
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Jones, Sir W. 42, 181, 238. 

Junius, 109, 131, 351. 

Jury Bill, 127, 840. 

Kenmare, Lord, letter to, 210. 

Keppel, Admiral, 178. 

Kilcolnmn, Spenser’s Castle, 2. 

King, Dr. Walker, 398, 400, 403, 
406, 434, 436. 

Lu Fayette, motion rrspecting, 388. 

Lanarrishe, Sir Ilereules, letters to, 
359, 413. 

Lauderdale, Earl of, 429. 

Laurence, Dr. French, 47 ; letters 
of, 397 ; his character of Burke, 
488. 

Laurens, Mr. 212. 

Law and Lawyers, 343. 

Law Reform, *390. 

Leadbeater, Mrs. 241-2,368, 454. 

Lee, Generd, 96 ; letter to, 1 40, 1 57. 

Legge, Mr., Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, 92. 

Leland, Dr. 97. 

“ Letter to the Sheriffs of Bristol,” 

167. 

“ Letter to a Noble Lord,” 4 6. 

Levis, Duke de, his opinion of 
Burke’s oratory, 506. 

Libels, despised by Burke, 198. 

IJberty, Burke’s detinition of, 320. 

Lichfield, the Canon of, 58. 

Limerick, the Mayor of, 1. 

Lisle, negociutions at, 440. 

Literary Club, 79. 

Logan, Rev. Mr. 202. 

London, first visit to, by Burke, 33. 

Loughborough, Lord, 192, 197. 

Loughrea, visited by Burke, 97, 98. 

Louis XVI., translatfs Burke’s work 
on the French Revolution, 313. 

Lucas, Dr. Charles, ridiculed by 
Burke, 31. 

Lyttelton, Lord, 64. 

Macartney, Lord, 90, 91, 200, 238, 
305, 411. 

Mackintosh, Sir Janies. 438, 491. 

Macleane, Mr. Lautdilan, 91, 219. 

Mahon, Lord, his History of Eng- 
land, 96, 505. 

Malton, Burke returned for, 151, 
197. 


Man, the Rights of, 323. 

Mansfield, Lord, 110. 

Maroine, Abbe, 435. 

Margate, anecdotes of Burke at, 343, 

Markham, Rev. Dr., writes to the 
Duchess of Queeiisbury, 62 ; his 
letter to Burke, 131. 

Marlay, Dean, poetry of, 241. 

.Marriage Act, Burke’s speech 
against the repeal of, 2o5, 320. 

Marriott, Sir .lames, 89. 

Maury, Abbe, 243 

Meath, Bishop of, 75, 404, 455. 

Menonville, M. de, letters to, 296, 
297. 

Mercer, Mr. 305. 

Middle 'I’emple, Burke’s entry at 
the, 31. 

Milton, a favourite poet of Burke, 17. 

Ministry, change of,.;fcll. 

Minority, observations on the con- 
duct of the, 376, 454. 

Mirahenu, M. de, visits Burke, 243, 
482. 

Montagu, Mrs. 164. 

Montague, Mr. letter of Burke to, 

, 285.' 

1 Montmorin, M. de, jiroposed me- 
inurial to, 327. 

Moore’s life of Slieridan, 408. 

JMore, M iss 1 1 anirnh ,her acquaintance 
with Burke, 272 ; her notices of 
him, 273. 

Morning Chronicle, paragraph in 
the, 347. 

Murphy, Mr. 40, 44, 56, 385. 

Mutiny in the Fleet, Burke’s advice 
on, 453. 

Nagle, Sir Edmund, his reply to the 
King, 4. 

Nagle, Miss, marriage of, 2, 

Nagle, Mr. Garrett, letters to, 122, 
129, 387. 

National Assembly, letter to a mem- 
ber of, 326; ciiaructer of the, 
363. 

Negro Code, 362. 

Noble Lord, letter to a, 426. 

Noble, Mr. 198, 199. 

Norfolk, Duke of, attacks Burke, 
414. 
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North, Lord, 144, 173, 181, 183, 
187, 211, 223. 

Nugent, Dr. 48, 56, 159. 

Nugent, Lord, on the Irish Trade, 
175. 

Nugent, Miss, becomes the wife of 
Burke, 49 ; character of, 50. 

O’Beirne, Bishop, 75, 404, 453. 

O’llalloniii, the schoolmaster, 6. 

Orators and Debaters, 493. 

Oshory, Lord, 172. 

Oiivaroff, Count, 530. 

Owen, the bookseller, conduct of, 449. 

Oxford, Mr. Burke at, 375. 

Puiru', Thomas, recommended to 
Burke, 323 ; his pamphlet, 324 ; 
character of, 35 1 . 

Palliser, Sir Hugh, 178,200. 

Paper Currency, thought.8 on, 421. 

Puna, visit ofli^rke to, 136. 

Parliamentary Reform, 1 87, 226,244. 

Parliament, Member of, compared 
to a Monk, 137 ; dissolved, 193. 

Parr, Dr. 274, 302, 304, 474, 484, 
535. 

Parties, state of, in 1765, 82. 

I’arty, obligution.s of, 216 ; supposed 
to favour the French Revolution, 
319. 

Paymaster-General, appointed, 215. 

Pay-Office, labours in the, 2 1 7, 225. 

I’l'erage, intended for Burke, 4(»5. 

Pelissicr, Dr., tutor to Burke, 12. 

Penn, emigrant school at, 432 ; de- 
scribi'd, 433. 

Pensions, received hy Burke, 70, 
408. 

Pigot, Lord, 169. 

Pitt, Mrs. Anne, eloquence of, 59. 

1*1 tt, Mr. (Karl of Chatham) compli- 
ments Burke’s first speech in 
Parliament, 88 ; his administra- 
tion in 1766, 93 ; his public 
character, 93 ; satire upon, 9 4 ; 
declines appointing Burko in his 
Ministry, 96 ; censures his pam- 
phlet, 125 ; compared to Burke, 
531 

Pitt, W. (the son), 201.223,226, 
2.33, 244, 253, 264, 279, 280, 
282, 294, 357, 309, 370, 408, 
432, 443 502, 531. 


Plaistow, Burke at, 63. 

Poetry, specimens of Burke's, IS, 25, 
27. 

Poland, partition of, 442. 

Policy of the Allies, remarks on, 384. 

Poor, consideration for the, 423. 

Portland, Duke of, letter to, 114, 
377; his reply, 379 ; his party 
join the Ministry, 392. 

Portraits, xxix. 

Predictions, political, 411. 

Priestley, Dr. 141, 322. 

Print of Mr. Burke, 344 ; and of 
his son, 344. 

Queen, anecdote of the, 281. 

Queen Anne Street, residence in, 65. 

Queensbury, Duchess of, letter to, 62. 

Reform Bill, economical, 185, 201. 

Reformer, the. a periodical paper, 21. 

Regency (lueslioii, the, 278. 

Regicide Peace, letters on a, 437. 

Report of the Select Committee on 
India affairs, 226. 

Report upon the Journals of the 
Lords, respecting Hastings' trial, 
388. 

Revolution in France, 290, 295 ; 
Burke’s first opinions on the, 295, 
296 ; Retiections on the, pub- 
lished, 310 

Reynolds, Sir Joshua, 147 ; his lite- 
rary dinner-party, 162; hi? con- 
versation with Burke, 166 ; and 
Madame de Geiilia, 350 ; his print 
of Burke, 345; death of, 360; 
character of, by Burke, 30 1. 

Richards, Baron, his anecdote of 
Burke, 103. 

Ridge, Mr., a barrister, 100. 

Rights of Man, characterized, 324. 

Rioters, interceded for, by Burke, 
190. 

Robertson, Dr. his present to Burke, 
171 ; opinion of, 471. 

Robin Hood, debating society at the, 
79. 

Rockingham, Marquis, character of, 
83 ; and Burke, 84, 92, 106, 124, 
126, 139, 141, 165,219 ; adminis- 
tration of, 84, 215; inscription 
on the nioiiizment of, 274. 

Rodney, Admiral, 218. 
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Roman Catholics, 176, 210, 343, 
358, 375,411, 429, 450. 

Round Robin, sent to Dr. Johnson, 
162. 

Rousseau, J. J. character of, 326. 

Russell, Lord John, 487. 

Russia, Empi'ess of, letter to, 858. 

St. Omer, Jiurke reported to have 
been educated at, 39, 198. 

Savile, Sir Georg-e, 173, 176. 197 ; 
character of, 238. 

Scarcity, thoughts and details on, 

419. 

Schlegel, M., his opinion of Burke, 
535. 

School Discipline in England, 435. 

Scott, Sir William, 348. 

Secession from Parliament, proposed, 
135, 153, 164. 

Selwyn, George, anecdote of, 237. 

Shackletori, family of, 8. 

Shackleton, Mrs. 96. 

Shuckleton, Richard, letters of Burke 
to, 9, 11, 12, 13, 22, 35, 36, 53, 
1 17,241,346,368; lines addressed 
to him on his marriage, 27. 

Sheffield, Lord, 181, 328, 307. 

Shelburne, Lord, 129, 219, 223. 

Sheridan, Mrs. 28G. 

Sheridan, R. B. 207, 204, 286, 301. 
373, 386, 498, 636. 

Shiffner, Mr., attempt made by, 75. 

Short account of a late short Ad- 
ministration, 94. 

Simkin’s letters, allusion in, 

Slave Tride,"i92, 288, 3G2. 

Sleigh, Dr. 8, 36, 77. 

Smith, Dr. Adam, Cl. 

Smith, Mr. Wrn. 350, 353, 419; 
letter to, from Burke, 419. 

Smith, Matthew, letter to, 33. 

Spenser, the Poet, 2. 

Stamp Act, on the Repeal of the, 90. 

State of the Nation, observations on 
(pamphlet), 108. 

States, alleged decay of. 439. 

Statue to Burke, proposed in Ire- 
land, 177. 

Statute of Edward I. — De Tallagio, 
160. 


Stewart, DugaJd, iLsq. 38, 52, 236, 
619. 

Strolling players and Burke, anec- 
dotes of, 203-4. 

Studies, early, of Burke, 12. 

Sublime and Beautiful, Essay on the, 
46. 

Swinish multitude, phrase of, 319. 

Taylor, Mr. anecdote of, 476. 

Test and Corj)orution Acts, 307. 

“ Thoughts on a Regicide Peace,*' 
437. 

Thrale, Mr. 146, 147. 

Thurlow, J^rd, 283, 364, 390. 

Townshend, Charles, 110. 

Townshend, Lord John, 170. 

Tucker. Dean, 158. 

Unitarian Body, 363. 

Uinvei>ity, of Dublin, 12.30; De- 
gree from, conft;jn.?d on Burke, 
314 ; his rumoured iippuiutment 
to, 41 . 8 ; of Glasgow, 37, 236,245; 
j of Oxford, address from, 314 ; 

visited by Burke, 375. 

I Valenciennes, surrender of, 380. 
j Veruey, Lord, 80, 150, 178. 

I Vesey, A., letter of Burke to, 05. 

! Vesey, Mrs. society at her liouse, 

1 273. 

1 \ indication of natural history, 45. 

I Virgil, tran.slation of the second 
Geoi’gic of, 18. 

Wuiie, Mr.Secretary, letter from, 73. 

Whales, Prince of, and Burke, 199, 
280. 

W’ales, Princess of, 466. 

, VV'ulker, Elocution, anecdote of, 191. 

Walh-r, the poet, 30, 272. 

Walpolf’, Horace, 94, 133, 136, 316. 

WuTf discussions upon, 308, 371, 
372 ; Mr. Pitt’s opinion of the, 
369, 370 ; Burke condemns the 
conduct of the, 443. 

Warburton, Bishop, anecdotes of, 59. 

Watson, Bishop, 2oG. 

Webster, Mrs. 203, 398, 435, 461, 
490. 

Weddell, Mr., letter to, 36.5. 

Wcddcrbiirnc and Burke, 172, 176. 

Welii'.-'ley, Lord, his o]nnion of 
Burke, 505. 
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Wi ndovtM*, liurke returned for, 106. Wilson, Rev Dr. 151. 

WLvsiujjnater Abbey, Burke’s visit Wimpole Street, residence in, 56. 

to, 35. Windham, Mr. 319, 375, 392, 394 

Whiff Club, withdrawal of members 425, 432, 451, 482. 

from, 370. Winstanley, Rev. Mr. 375. 

WhijTi^, utate of the, in 1705, 82; Woffinffton, Mrs., reputation of, 40. 
junction of, with the Ministry Woll', shearinjf the, 209. 
proposed, 3()4 ; accomplished, 391. Wordhwortli, W. 480. 

Wife, idea of a ])erlect one, 50. Woronzow, Count de, 313, 358. 

Wilberforoc!, Mr. 1 93, 289, 315, 308, Wurtemburjf, i’hncc of, letter to, 
452, 457, 487, 502. 44.'*, 

Wilkes, Mr. 39, 00, 91, 108, 115, York, conduct of the Archbishop of, 
121. : 254. 
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